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WaMngtahy Janwary I > 1860. 

iStR* I hav^ lihe liontur to. tratistnit to you, in compliance with the dtity 
^lfe%iied rti6, the foHowing report upon the public libraries of the United 
States, preSpaired :in fetcCnrrdance with tlie plan of rendering the Smiihsoftian 
Institution a centre of bibliographical knowledge.. 

I reoibih, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. O.JEWETT, 
librarian of (he SmifAsmiian Instiiution. 
To Joseph Henry, LL, D., 

Ssc^eMy «/* ^M Smithsotiian InstUution, 



PREUMINARY REMARKS. 

B^ks cotifstittite^ a tai^ element of the inteRecrual wealth of a nation. 
On the shelves of publishers^ and venders they are an indication of exist- 
ing demand, and an earnest of usefulness. Nor are they idle even 
there. The shops of bookseHers have, from early times> been the favt>rite 
wsdrts oi mien of lettelrs. Their contents ate, for pnrposes of reference, 
more accessible than^ those of mri^st libraries, 

CJoltectiofls of books for torivarte libraries are also of great piiblic interest. 
The proprietor of each aerives from it his own means of teaching 
the pdbhc. Not only so 5 private collections are generally made for 
'specific parp6ses,'and are— each in sorne particular branch of knowledge-^ 
as complete! as the means of the proprietor will dllow. The learning, bit- 
iiogfraphical skill, and lefeources oif the collector have been limited to 
SQime one object, and 'that he has pursued to its utmost ejttent. * He htis 
thas formed a complete library in one department. The aggregation Of 
-such libraries would cotiStitUte a complete universal libirary. These col- 
lections generally become^ sooner or latere' parts of public collections: such 
is comiosonly the wish of the scholars who form them. Therefore, the 
community may be allowed to watch — so far as they can wlthout'intm- 
diveiness-^ich private a6cumu4atiofis, with interest and satisfaction In 
th» country, moreover, a nattow and exclusive spirit among bookcollect- 
or» is eiaiokv unknawn, Gathetiog for use, and with an appreciatittg 
spirit, they aieitiot disposed to- debar others from the treasures wnich they 
possess. The liberality of proprietors of lar^e collections of books in this 
country is remarkable^ ahd I believe unparalleled. 

But our iMfesent obJdctis'DOt to describe private collections. The deA- 
sns board, with an enlightened regard lor the interests of letters, have in- 
cluded books, in both public and private libraries excc^edipg one thousand 
volumes, among the objects to be enumerated. Mr. John K. Bartlett, be- 
fore bis appointment to the important post which he now holds upon the 
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Mexican boundary commission, had made considerable progress in pro- 
curing from the proprietors of the most valuable private collections such 
accounts of their literary treasi^rejs as would be of public importance, and 
such as they were willing to hiive printed; /.These notes will not be lost, 
though the publication of them is deferred. 

. Our immediate concern is with public libraries. It is unnecessary to 
seek for an exact definition of the word public in this connexion. I 
mean by it libfraries whrdh are accessible — either without restriction, or 
upon coriditions with>which all can easily comply— -to every person who 
wi3he&t0:use them for their appropriate purp()ses.. inthis. iseqse .L^e- 
lieve it may be aaid that all libraries in this co.untry,. which are out pri- 
vate property, (and indeed many which are private prorperxy,) are puWic 
libraries. ■ .^ \ . • « , . . . '^ 

Of these libraries I have end^sivared to collect such his tofical, statisti- 
cal, and descriptive notices as wduld be of general interest; together with 
sucH special details as would be beneficial' to those who are engaged in the 
organization and care of similar establishrrients. \ - '. '1 

No person who will consider the vast extent of th^. field ta be a>>rveyed, 
the teaious process by which most of the informatien is to be collected — 
namely, by circular letters and private correspondence— the difficulty in 
this busy land of getting any one to furnish minute information on such 
subjects, the antiquated statistics, on these matters, which survive all 
other changes, in gazetteers and geographies, and the fact that there is 
nowhere in this country a fuji collection of books ^iJKl;pai1iphlets;tel^(ing 
to the local; affairs of the several tol^'ns and counties of the different. Si;ite3^— 
'no one who will consider these things, and remember that this i<s h\x\ me 
of the topics of inquiry to which I waa required to devote al;y^atte»liQil, 
and that^ by the other duties of my office, 1 was prevented from visiting 
most of the libraries which I wished to describe, ^y'ill beaurprisesd if bie 
should find that, in some instances, these accounts are not 8i& full nor so 
accurate as could be desired. • 

The publication of them, in their present state, is consideited a 84^' 
nescessary to their completion and perfection.. Copies will be distribute 
to libraiian^ and others interested in these 'matters', and all persons who 
may jeceive the work are earnestly requested to. furnish corrections;^ ad- 
ditions, and suggestions for a second edition. ;It is hoped that wittun-a 
few years materials may be obtained for accurate accounts, embracing ail 
historical facts of importance with reference tq every librajpy and every ;ia- 
stitutiun possessing a hbrary in this country; and including the hislor^ 
and st9.tistics, with a desoiption of the bibliographical and stcientigc 
treasures of each. . ..... 

The present notices relate almost exclmively^Xo libraries^ When the li- 
brary forms but a department (it may be a conpparatively small one) of an 
institution, it has not been the aim to give anything. more of th0 history 
of such instituticm than was riecessaiy to iliusitrate the -formation, pofiiti^n 
or prospects, of the library. 

It was at first intended to limit these notices to the answers obtaiiaed to 
. th^ quqstioBs of a circular letter.* Many of the circfulars have,: however, 

' " *Thc foH6wirtg is a copy of the circolfir letter: ' . 

The foHowin^ questions have been prepared in Order to collect as accurate statistics as po8» 
sible of the various public libraries in the United Slateii: 

1. By what name ia the library legally designated? 2. Wl^w vas itfp«f|ied? 3. What nunb«r 
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lem&dned to this timer uniahsVered ,* others were filled up hastily, and 

£Te but a meagre account of the collection^ others^ ^ain^ simply re* 
red to some sources from /which authentic details might be gathered. 
Iti Order to gire anything like oom{^eteness or uniformity to the notices, 
it was found necessary to re write them, and to seek additional informa- 
tion from all araiiable sources. When the librarian's name is given in 
connexion with an -article, it is an indication that the principal facts were 
derived from his answers to the queries. When the facts have been ga- 
^red from othfer sources, the authorities have, for the most part, been 
Aamed. 

tt is to be rsgrefted that' theae statistics do not all refer to estactly tb«' 
same date. They were intended to represent the condition of the libraries 
at the middle of the year 1849; but when returns were not made, and it 
was necessary to take the best accounts at hand, these frequently related' 
l6 a time sev^ralyears past. 

Doubtless many libraries, more important than some which are men-' 
tioned in these notice*, have been overlooked. The omission is unin- 
tentional. It has been utterly impossible to collect, at once, full and 
reliable accounts of all the libraries, small and large, in the country.* 
This publication will make known our wish to gather all facts worthy of 
record respecting every one of them; and, in conformity with this plan, 
we would resi)ectfully and earnestly 6<dicit from the guardians of libraries 
not mentioned here, or of which the accounts are incorrect or in any 
way UDsatisiactory, to furnish us with the means of improving the work 
for a second edition. We would direct attention particularly to t|je fol- 
lowing points: , 

1. The number of volumes of printed books, as they stand upon the 
shelves; the number of pamphlets; the number of manuscripts, in the 
form of works intended for publicatipn, or of letters, &;c.; the number of 
maps and charts; of loose engravings; of sheets of music unbound, and 
of bound books of music; the number of coins and medals, pictures, 
busts, &c., possessed by the institution on the 1st of January, 1851. 

2. The expenditure for books, and the number of books purchased, 
daring the year ending December 31, 1850. 

3. The numb^ of books lent out, also the number used in the Ubmry 
rooms, during the same period. 

4. Important fact^ tiot ahready given with -reference to the history of the 
*■ ' ■ ■ . ■■ . ■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ . , -■■■■. . I . ■ t — ■* 

6f ToluoMS does it contain? 4. Has it collections of manuscripts, maps and charts, music, cmgra* 

▼ings, medals, eoios, etc.? If so, please to state the number ofarticles of each description. 5. ArQ 

the numbers, given in reply to the last two questions, ascertained by actually counting the vol- 

Qm«« and articles, or are they from a conjectural estimate? 6. What has been the yearly average 

number of volumes added to the librarv for the last ten years? 7. What has been th« yearly 

average expenditure for the purchase of books? ^ It tiibre a permanent fund for the increase 

•f the library? If so, how laree is it, and what sum does it yield annually? 9. How manv and 

what officers are employed? What are the names and address of the present officers? 10. Has a 

bulding been erected expressly for the library? If so, when, of what material, and at whatex*^ 

pense? 11. What are the dimensions, and what is the ground plan, of the library building or 

roomi^ 12. Are the books arranged on the sheWes according to subj<«ts, or on some other S)rs- 

tem? 13. Ifl thera a printed catalogue of the library? If so, when was it printed, and what is its 

size, and the number of pages? If more than one, what is the date of each? 14. How ofkes 

is the library opened, and how long is it kept open each time? 15. Who are entitled to the use 

of the library, and on what termed 16. Aru books lent oat to reed? If so, how many are 

taken out annually? 17. What is the yearly average number of persons consulting the librar^r 

witkout taking away booka' 18. Have the books been injured at any lime by in8ect;^? 19. Is 

there any regulation by which books may be lent by courtesy to persons at a diitaoce? . If io, 

what is it? Digitlzedby VJV^V^VIV^ 



ltbT*7t:^Bi4 ' th^ inslrtution .wUb, whieb the; library m ^neime^ In: iJm 
pfe^ei w^ would alspbag le^y«, on behaif of th^i St^ithisKXkii^n, Ins^titutiaoj, 
tp aoIicU for it^ lib«ary iJi© gift of book^; p»i»pble|$,,or.^rtiql«a, pirioted « 
^Ijten, lel^tivie to, the history, Qondttiott, or pr©fiJ0fJ*«.of .^^?y Ut^faryi^ 
sQimti^ci; 9^€l e^UQ&tjoni^l e9mbli3bi»^ot in th^ co^D^try; ¥^ith c^talogne^ 
(pid ^5^ w^l Q9 Biew)Qf att.libiMfta; wniwil wd trienriiisilicfttatogiip^.off 
0(41^08 ani hi^ scboola; and dociwnwt^ lejetiog tQieomw)« ^wboola^ 
S4emday, soJ^ooJa, (fcc. U is h^hly i«itpQi^a< )ta hajve upw Ottr 3bfilt€« thj^j 
ij^sans. Qf ^rfuing.thp f^gmnpi ediia?:iw» in^ t]«^ qpiwftiry in iheiihjjs^i^i 
of schools^ colleges^ and libraries^ from their loundation to the plsi^flgii 

s^tntiop lik^ this^ J^othMPg fo^ning totbe^^u^^ aibocdd be'tboog^l 
tpoJn^igfldficanft tP'be 9e»,t^ Ev^iyjtbiog wSUndH^ ptec^>» %0^> W^inaji^ 
«JWy ^!,.w.iUo<^ejday!b^:i>^efiil> . . ; :! 

5. It would be interesting to have a descriptipii^ojQ<fit'/l^ft9l;/aJisti>.t^f'^aU 
iQluwk^Wyi"FQI^/^l3ifl curious bookis or tnwM9crifMl9< =«^hiQ6.4he ii^My iday 
p9i99(t)9S;; sind.vf^ woujtj as)? particuiMly for a© acpo^nutj a«i mmkt9 ti^w^t 
be convenient,; of: ?iU l«apu«cripta relaUng to th© esirly: history ^ lhi« 
Q6»imry^ 

T^ (base wly) bay^ poqtwbwt^ infonpatioq foi; thi^iWoA I tog^tefiye t^ 
PlfiSjBint my PiijWer^ th^M^Js?-. I b.aiye: heretpfbue «pok/^ of thp:afticli&$ co^ 
tiain^ in. the: ^'S^rapwm'* f<>r 1846, froHj.tbepan.of Heroapim B. Lud^ 
wigt m^*, of Nqw yojfk,.o» th^ libraries of Aipewa, as the.ft^U^t afi4 
mo&t c4>W6Ct 5i^(XK>u|it.of them that h»d bee»..pablipb^d. His w.9^ tb» 
vfork of a pjajDjei^r. It was faithfully dooje,. 4nd. 1 niost! di^ew&llyi 
acknowledge my obligations to him for the assistance whic^h I ba^ye d«h 

• ' • Jfl'AINE. ■■'■'., 

# . t ■ ' , ' ' ■■ . ' ' 

Slate Library-^abaui 9,000 .?flfe.r-Po¥nde(3 18J&. . Tb^iawrage jneadjls 
)«^i^Me;i$! siboTUt 509 yn^lume^p Fram, 1840! tq 1847, the annual appropda- 
tion for the purchase of books was $300; foi; lS4f^ S4QU; fyf 1849^ 
$409. OM<>f *bia rooms of tbQ Stat^ House (SQ feat by^30)ia «qs>p0Oprialed 
to the, library. It is fitted up with alcoves on two sides — twelve in alL 
Three cafelogueg have }>^n printed-r-r-tba first (gft p^ges 8vo.) in 1839^ 
the second (105 pages 8vo.) in I843j the third (120 pages 8vo^) in 1846/ 
Another is in prep^iration. During the i^esstons of the legislature th^ 
tibra^y is o-pejri from 8 a. m. to 6 p. m. Books may be taken from the 
Hbrary by the governor, membersSof the council, senate, house of repre* 
,§dnt|a^ves, 'heads of departments, judges of .the courts, secretary and 
,iftemb.ers of the board oi .education, ;a«d the superintendent pf the tnsafte 

^Xbeae notices w^ere. brought up (o. January, 1850, at .whi«>h time they w^rftpresAntech to tii« 
B^gents of the Smithsonian.. Inat^tuMon. '• As 'the porinling has been deliiyed foe a year. I havo 
i4&d tp them aueh facisras during thte interval have come to my knowledtse. Theee aidditietnt 
inprove the notices in fullness und accuracy ; but they give them a fragnaentary chcM^etar, whidi 
could oniy h% avoided by rewrking many of theoH-a task vhi4»h vaa no^l consistent ^ithfny 
«thflf duties. 

JAin7Aiur» lau* 
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tWQ ^fifl! i\9 seci^liajrjr, i§ lm\im tp t6p tupq th^y i^^y h^ >p s^ss^or^. Nq 
^^^ bppJc9> (leixpeptiijg.ihosiB of t]ke Stf^t^ o(^ai^^^not^^09ks presented. 
ify ^l^ei Upit^ai^Statei^ (^ my: otj^pr Sjfit^; of received th^,^^!! Vatti^i^are'l^; 
«xc^^iig^,"cf|ii bib, ta^p q:pr;jL the Wifjt^ e^9ept foir the use of t}ie ty.oi^ 
lupuses', smd.tE^l^iQiij^ ^ j^lpe cpip][pjl,t^e:raoji^fii, ^"P^? ^^"^ s<^ssioi^V 



t^l^^y. 2l5^,Jf^fpxl^ Q(j«ijsidt t^e h'bpfy es^chj ye^r.' ipzra B; Prenchi 
of Damariaco'tta, Seq^efifif jr qf St^t^ 8^(d( ci[^^ hbj^a^i; ^bnef Os^kes,) 

. BANGOR. 

T^^fog'fca/ l^l^fffig^ t^an^^-rt^QO mls.^Tkp T^eologic^ Semi- 
nary at Baugor was' incorporated in 1814 as the ^* Mame Charity iSclipoL" 
It was| »t;first connected lyith Hampden Academy . In 1 81 ^ xi w^s removeil< 
to Pafi^g^r. It is under the direction of the Congreg^t|ouaUsts. Tb^ 
library was fott9(|€4 iu 1^313/ aa4 cpntaiuB 7^500 voUimesj selected with, 
special reference to the benefit oF tneological students j with a few nisfps 
and charts, and ? gf;^9tY3jrijty of curiositiesj collected chiefly by mis- 
siaciai^^ f^ong the heathen; .af qpiaments, iinpje^nents of l^bor^ i^ol 
gpjds, <fcc./dpc.. TIjie yearly average increase is aboiil 40Q volumes. An- 
nual expenditure for 'books abou,t ^oUO. ^^here is no p,er;7ianent fun J, 
Ills expected that a buifding yirill sobia be erect^df for thje library; *f HA 
^oks are ajrapffed on the shelves accb]nding to subjects! No catalogue 
has b^n pifintea. There are' ^'wb written cktalogiie^J-^ne a.lphabetical{ 
fthe other' recording the books as they st^nd on the sh^lv^s. "Open iwk^ 

J week for taWng<out bookstand ^ ior cohi^itltatipri. Stii- 

ents/officers, tm^tees, ctergym^^ oAier lltprarygentlem^ti in th> 

cityof Birigoir, are erijtitled to the'use of the UbrarV,ft)r which no cbargi 
is raa^e. xtie jiost olf Jibrarian is usually Med i|y a studjfe^nt of th# 
seminary. •• -" ' -i. .. ... . . , ,. 

IPhe Society of Inquiry on Missions, connected with the seminary, is 
in possession of a valuable cabinet and library .-i-[See History of the 
JBangor Theological Seminary, by 'fteV.'E. Pond, D. D., in the Ameri- 
cai^ Qji^rterly Register for August^ }^1; P: ^^J 

BRUNSWICK. 

1 .,... ... ...... . -.11 

B&wftoiP' ChUe^e Libraries— 2i,1fS0 t?ofe -^Bow^oin CoUege was estab* 
iished'ln 1794, but'it dij^'not go into operation' till eight yeal^s later*. ' 1^^ 
college library (^ates from th^ organization of tlhe insiitution, iti 1802, an^i} 
contains at prei&^n^ (1849) 11,600 vohimei^. I^or 'the l^^t tejfi pArk ih^ 
averae^e annual ihcrease has been about 130 Voliirtiies, arid the avetagd 
annual expenditure about $200. There is no permanent fund for the 
purchase of books, but an annua'! appropriation of $200 is made from the 
l^Qds of the college. Since 1846 4 granite building ha^ been erected, at 
an eixpens}^' of about $40,000; a part of which will be tbe "college chapel, 
and apartcontainis the library. The room no W occupied *y the library 
is 70 feet long, 30 feet wide, and 18 feet high. There are, besides, twOf 
vings, tp be used when required — each 70 feet long^ 18 feet w'ide, and 
\8 feet high. The last printed catalogue was published in 1819, con- 
laining 1^ pages 8vo. It is now out of print, and^'werfe it? to be had.'. 
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Would give a vetf imperfect idea of the present litiraiy. ' ^ Jt is. expectfed' 
that a hew catalogue will soon be prepared^ and published. The library 
^ open three times a week, one hour each time. Daring these hour4 the 
use of the library is allowed to ail persons, withotit fee. Books are lent 
out to the students, resident graduates, officers, trustees, and overseers 
of the college, and to the clergymen of Topsham and Brunswick. The 
numberof charges for volumes lent is about 3,000 annually. Daniel R. 
Goodwin, Professor of Modern Languages, is librarian. . ' 

There are four libraries belonging to societies of tinder graduates bf the 
college, viz: 

The Peucinian Society library •- - - - 4,800 vols 

Athei^sBan Society. Jibyary . - . - - . - 3,800 y 

(^hese two libraries are increased annually, each by about 

200 volumes.) 
Theological Society library - - - - 750 . '^ ; 

Peace Society library - • ^' . . . 50O ^^ 

(The books belonging to the Peace Society were presented 

by the late Wiluam Latfd, esq.) 
fhe medical department of the college^ estabfished' iu 

1820^ has a renaarkably good library of - - - 3f,300' ^' 

The Historical Society of Maim was incorporated February S^ 1822* 
It has a small library of books, pamphlets ^manuscripts and papers,, re- 
lating principally to the history of Maine. The society has received, du- 
ring tihe last yearj a grant of land from the legislature^ which will yield 
about ^6,000, for the express purpose of erecting a fire-proof building. 
When such a building is completed,; a new interest wiU ^doubtless be 
ftwakened in the comiDunity in behalf of the society, and it is expected 
that l^rge coUectijons of manuscrij)ts and papers of historic value with 
refereiice to the State, now kept in reserve waiting for a safe place of de- 
posite, will be received, and will form an important and valuable library. 
Professor Alpheus S. Packard, pfBowdoin CpUege, Brunswick, librarian. 

. , . HOirt^PON. 

Forest Club Library — ^200 vols, — Aroostook county is situated in the 
northern forests of Maine. Houston, the shire town, is nearly 1©0 miles 
from any settlement of importance in the United States. It is, however, 
gratifying to record the estaWishment in this place of a puWic library, in 
July, 184d. The number of its volumes is as yet inconsiderable j but we 
ehronicle its formation with the hope that the nohce may, in some hum- 
fele manner, serve its interests by directing towards it the donations of 
those who have books to bestow. William Butterfield, librarian. 

PORTLAND. 

AthencBum Library — 6^70 vols, — ^This institution was incorporated 
March 6, 182^. The library cpntains (1849) 6,17© volumes. The rate of 
increase cannot be accurately stated; a new system of supervision has 
Ijately b^en adopted, which will hereafter epable the librarian to give such 
inJiQrmation. Thejinstitutiou.has a fund,; now amounting, to $3,100, and 
iBcreasing at the ra.te 9^'.$)300 to $500 per year^^ihtended for the general 
purposes of the Atheftajiim. ^ T 
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Aii alphabetical catalogue of 88 pagigs in 12rno. was printed in 1839. 
Another was printed, December, 1849, entitled "Catalogue of the Library 
of the Portland Atheneeuin; with the By-Laws of iHe Institutfen, adopted 
February 19, 1849." l^mo. Portland, 1849: in 150 pages. The books 
are arranged in 18 chapters/ This catalogue is well complied and hand^ 
aoihely printed. 

The library is open twice a week, 3^ hours each titne. 

The persons entitled to the use of; the library are, prbprietprs of shares," 
costing $40 each, and others on payment of $10 annually. i ' ' 

8,150 books were lent out during the last year. James Merrill, libra- 
rian. . : • 

The following historical account of the Athenaeum is from a book just 
published by MRr» Willis, of Portland: 

'^This instittitaonid the successor to the Library Sociiety, which was es- 
tablished in .1765, by twenty-six gentlemen, who associated together for 
that purpose. Piwvibus to that time there was nothing in tlie form of a 
library existing in town. The library opened in 1766 with 93 volumes,! i 
of which 62 volumes were 'Ancient and Modern Universal History,* 
'Rapin's History of England,' 7 vols., 'Lardner's Writera of the New 
Testament^' 3 vols., 'London Magazine,' 9 vols., &c. Not much addi- 
tion was made till after the Revolution, during which the small collection 
was scattered, and a number of the books lost. In 1780 a new attempt 
iras made to resuscitate it, and the fragments were reunited. But it wa» 
iiot til! the peace of *83 that any successful movement was made to give? 
it vitality. In- May, 1784, twenty-six new members were admitted, who: 
were required to pay two dollars eabh, in money or books. Others were 
subsequently admitted on the same conditions. On the 3d of April, 1786, 
the library was valued at\J'25; the worth was diminished by the number 
of broken sets of works which- it contained. In 1794, the books were 
again' appraised, arid valu'ed at jff64 3^. Sd^, and the price of admission 
was raised 40 425. The conimittee ivere this year instructed to purchase 
Sullivan 's'HiiMdry of Maine, Hutchinson's History of Massachusetts^ BeV 
knap^s Biography, Ramsay's Americas^ Revolution and Carolina, and the* 
History of' the Oo^inty of Worcester. These are all Am^can publican 
ttons and on American subjects; III 1798 they procurwji ^ act of incor- 
poration; , The library went on slowly, and gradually incieasing until 
1825, when its number of volumes was 1,640, and its proprietors 82; and 
the whole annual e^tpense $331 . ' At this period the design was formed 
for enlargfing the institution, and giving it a more elevated and diffusive 
character, better suited to the vratiis of the age and spirit of the times. 
The present Athenaeum grew out of these suggestions. It was incorpo- 
rated in March, 1826; purchased the property of the old library, and the 
former society was dissolved, mostoithe memb^s becoming proprietors 
of the new institution. One hundred and thirty-three persons became 
proprietors in the Athenesum, at $100 a share, of which $60 only were paid , 
the principal part of which was invested in bank stock, as a fond towards^ 
tfie support of the establishment. The books go into circulation to all the 
members whoipay a tax of $5 a year, and to others who pay $10.. The 
library, whicfi has been continually increasing to the present time, is now 
conveniently arranged in the large room over the Canal Bank, and con- 
tains (1848) 6>750 volumes of the literature of the days ihroujgh which' it 
has ilved', embtacing the best periodical publications and standard works. 
For its size there are 'fow iltrbrariefr ttovQ vahiable; /A -ne^- impulae^basr 
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be^iigiY6n:toifcjk|fe,|)«eswt yis^r^, uf)W8iN!js of 4ft mW a^w^ haw b^en 
t^keo u^^ at $4ft^jftek TheinstJ^tintK^H is. ^ honor to jthe iQ^t^,a]p4:S^^ 
iBcejjve a.liberftl regnrfifrpw eveiy citizen ^MUo is ftble to (^pj^^ilpmite to ilfi^i) 
udejEceptiotiablt) p^btio:iQQ|)rov^in^l« ChfLrjei^ S. Daveisi 19 110,^ pi^sjdejt^t] 
aodPhioiMis B^roas, .s^r^.|a,ijr aoji, tT:ie#pprer^''--TPpurppiU,of th^ Key, 
Thomas Smith and the Rev. Samuel Deane, pastors of the : Fiist Chuj;ch 
in Portland, with n(\m and btogrftF^ics^l np$ic^ a^4 .a^joimnfiry history of 
l^orttand. By Wpfip. WiUis: 8yo„ Pq«Iw4, 18*9: pp, 4^U?, apppn- 
dix.] 

WATERVILLE. 

' ? ' . , ' ; ; -1 

WaterviUe CoUege- Libraries— Sy^.v^fyf^^r-^h^ pcilegQ vf^ foiup^A 
ia laaO- The, cnltegs JitealTy cii)ntaii>s 6^3Q0 v0lujjQ?3j m^x librpuries 
permaneijitly connect Tfil^.d5l^,$pU9ge4 3,^W=val^me;^^^ Pia^jqg.a Jjc^rt 
€1^ books to ^hicb ^tudeiubs haFe/«^oe9fl> QfiSi^S4 vpluixv?^. Th^ ay^^rf^^ 
increase is about fifty vioJumes yeady. Th^i sitm pf $10,000. i& pledged ^^[ 
d library fitnds, but tioA y^t realised. TiiiQ klwry. is in ahyildiiig ^r^efl> 
for chapel/ library and tphil<iH9aphic:9Ji apparatus; the building U G^bnck^ 
and cost about ^,000^, thi$ ipcim,i*56d for the bqpl^^is^abQutSo^by 4P TQQtj' 
A catalogue was printed. iia 1845:, cpotciiaiug 47 pfligeu $yp, The iibmryj 
is opened twice a. week, and kept op^a half ^n bpuc ec^ch tim^. Th^ 
Irui^tQes, feculty, and students.arQ entitled tp the usiepf the bo^.wi<hQU$ 
ebarge; the students pay one dollar a year for the porivitege; oJth^r per^pn^ 
axe allowed to cooflxilt the library, at the, discretion of th^ libiari^p an4 li- 
taary committee^ Pmfessor M. B^ And^rspn is lit^ariaix. 

DIBT^tn filCHOOJl. UBKABiXa-r-452 YOthVm^' 

' <^The statute of 1844, chapter 106, mitborize^ school disltricAs to expand: 
aportion^of their. money in the ptii;cha3e of books fpr s^ district library^ 
The ^malL amount of school money in a majprity of the di«tri<(ts? dividp^ 
and sub4i^6d as. they, have beBOi, hasir^udef^ it une^i^pieidipjit tp di^vi^ill 
any poriion of it fronit die ordinary purposes of the j^daool; mi ^r thi^ 
reason, but littie {»ogreaft I^ beeiX made in the formation erf 9phpol.lib?»n 
ilea;'^— [Pirat repput of Qpcretary of the Bosy-d of Edupaktiop> pre%9nJ»d 
May 25, 1847.]. . • ■ . .; ■ \ i 

• The secretary in his fieconfi report (1848) states thajt elfiF^n districts; 
bad estabhsfaed lihcauries^ In th& las^ t^fpjt (1849) the. secretary says; 
f ^ there are but seventeen school distrixjt libraries ia the Slat^, containing 
itt all 4fi2 volumes..". 

• OTHRB LIBRABIB^. ' < . 

' , ■ ■ ■ * • :; ' . i ''.,' • . «• "1 .i. m; • I • ' ! ] 

. Besides thb. libraries salready mentioned, there are.dou^lleBSi others fiprrii 
which no reports have been received. A corraspoadefit^ who is intima.tely. 
acquainted with the different parts of the State, writes:, ^f^h&ce are but 
few town libraries in the Slate. A large propoiition of onr religious aocior 
ties have what are termed Sunday school libraries; these, however, are 
made up of works designed more particularly for juvenile readers. Some 
of our academies have libraries, and there may be a few, but a very few, 
social libraries. ^ ^ We have a large number of valuable privat(» 
Ubmries^ pa wiucli.dust is no* pemiitted tagathor.V 
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NEW Hi^M'PS&JKE. 

• • ' ■ . • • ' % - . ■ • •• 

CONOOttD* 

jnic 8ia(e Lii^^^i-^700 vols.^-^^txasieacei prior to the Bievoliaition; 
and contains at present (Novemter, 1849) — 

Judicial reports '"- - - -' ^ - 4QQ vol^, 

liegislative docnments,, sjatutejs, ^c, - . - 2, 486 '« 

Miscellaueoas w;orks - - - - - - 1,628 *f :• 

]^«>phlets . -. - ^' . . - l,9Qfl ^* 

Mapa - - -. - - m - 2$ ; 

Atlases * • - ... .. ^. [ 

For the last two years it has increased about 300 rolumes yearly; the 
eight years previous, about 75 yc|l^^^^ yearly. About $100 per an- 
num have been expended for thepurchase of books. There is a standing 
apjHK)priaiioa ojf titva^ aipoupt*, TM ^kr^xy QQ,c^piles s^.r^oip iu ^e. n^h 
ving of the SjUa^e Hpuse, wlfJQh. i.JS ^? feet by 43.' A.c^^^logue, (57 p^gp^^ 
8yo.) wa^ {^rint^d in 184,6* The libijarv i^ Qp^n^ duripg e?i,ch d?iy whw. 
the legislature is in session^ The memDers and clerks of the Sen^jte aj^d 
I^ou^ i^nng tbp. se>ssipn,s of tb.e ^eg^slatpre, a^^^t ftljl tHpesj tTtie.gpv:.' 
ernor and. council, judges of the superior court, secrets^ry and treasu^eT^ 
i^ay ta)cq o^j book^, tp be returned ]n ona sappth- Eippm during a ses- 
sion, anyperjsop oxay l^ke but books by depositing cjo.ubl^ the value tbw-t 
• off as security fpr the retiiria. of tl^e boqk in good order, Fqw book;s^ 
however, are lent out in this way — perhaps ififty a year. It is impossiblQ 
to tell how many consult the library in the room. During the session of" 
the legislature it is generally respjct^d tq by the members. Thomas P. 
Treadwell, Secretary of State and ex-6fficio librarian. 

The l^etMi^i GPAer^l mUicql i^^fft^f?.— l,pQQ t?(;|&,— Tl};i? library v(as 
<^pi?i(neQce4 ia 1^6. s^a (<pntaiu9.^tpre9ei:^t l,OO0 volumes an^ IT majxi^, 
ftrep^iv.e§ afeput 21pp vQj^n:^es ajmuailyby dpn^tiqn. It is open Tqes; 
days and Thursdays, dunng^one hpuf. A^pui 4;WJ| bpoka are lept q\\t^ 
TOpqally to th.e . ^ttj^PRt?, iaflcj .in§tru.ctoi:§ qf 'th(? l^sitit^^^ Pl[p(ej8^or 
psajonC. Bakfir,^Ubr^ri?ifl* 

T/ie Ne^JO Hampshire jfli^tqriiff^ Sp^^fef^X^^QO vQl^.—Thi^ society; 
owes its orj^ia apd inupji of iU^ ^rly prp^perity to the'^ug|:estipn^ aqqf 
active exertions of Mr. John Farmer and Mr. Jacob* B. Moore. It weja 
founded March 13, 1823, the two hundredth year after the first settle- 
ment of the State, and incorporated. tl^9 13th of June following. Its 
objects are like those of the othei* Historical Societies in the country. 
Tfieyare thus j^tat^d itt the fir^t, arfiple of th^ coi^stitntioi],^ namely: 5<To 

fiis^cqver, procure, and jflreserye yhateyer niay relate. to the. natural, ciyiK 
iterary and ecclesiastical history pi'the United St?ifc^iin ^eneral^ aiicl ojf 
this State in particular." The society has published five volumes of val- 
uable collections. The library^ of th§. spci^ty contained, in 1838, ^^about 
l,50i^ volumes, a considerable collection of pamphlets and newspapers, a 
sm^H cpllection. of minerals, some valuable mai|iusc^ipts, ancieat cpins 
and Indian relics/*' . The Hon. Williaip Plvmer, its first president, gave 
tp thjB society several hundred vojumes of Auierican state papers, arranged 
:irith a copious rn^uuscript index by himself. The ppn. William Bartlett 
gaye his pifiyate library, a part pif tfie library of the late Nathaniel. Peabody, 
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and a portfolio of autograph' MS. letttos^ atnotmting to about 200 in all. 
Deposited in the library "are a considerable number of papers and docu- 
ments, formerly belonging to the B^v.Dr. Belknap, and used by him in 
the compilation of the second and third volumes of the History of New 
Hampfsihijre^^' transmitted to the society by John Belkisrap, esq., son of the 
reverend historian. - . . : 

. An < article in the fifth volume of Jthe society's collections, written by, 
Hqn. William^Bartlettj entitled ^^Remarfcs andjjjonvanerils relaxing to tfU 
pr^erpation and keeping of the public Arehives,^^ deservf^s. to beparticur 
larjy mentioned, and^ commended to the careful perusal of Ubiarians^ 
seretaries of state, and all others to whose cjure are intrusted the original 
recorofi of our history.— [See Hist. N, H. Historical Society, in AiQericau 
Quarterly Register, Pebraary, 1838, pp. 229^241.] 

* DtTBLIN. '..•'", ',""'' ] 

The Union Library, founded in 1793, contains 438 volumes. Pro- 
piietors pay $1 60 per share and an annual assessment of 25 cents. 37J 
cents pr year are paid by those who borrow books. L. W. Leonard,, 
librarian. , _ 

Ladies^ lAbtary, founded 1799, contains 161 volumes; Mrs. Lucy 
Marshall, librarian. . . 

/tttiewi/c Life^ary, founded 1822, contains 1,817 volumes bn the cata- 
logue; some are worn out, some lost; about $16 per year expended for 
books; the use of the library is free to all persons in town. L..W/ 
Leonard, librarian. 

EXETER. ' ' 

PhiUips Acddcmyh^$ a lifcrary of about 800 volumes, which has been 
tstbwly accumulating since 1783, .when the academy was first opened for the 
admission of pupils. The purchases are made at the discretion ol the prin- 
cipal, mostly for the benent of the instructors. ''[ 

Connected with the acadfemy is a library belonging to a society of thc(' 
present members of the institution, containing 1,400 volum^. It is 
under the immediate care of a libraridn chosen each term. It contains 
valuable books adapted to the wants of the students. Gideon L. Soull^ 
principal. 

GILMANTON. 

Theological Seminary. — This seminary was established in 1835 by thes 
Congregationalists. The number of volumes in the library is stated in the 
American Almanac for 1850 to be 4,300. 

GREAT FALLS. 

Manufacturers^ and Villaffe Library — ^^2,200 vols. — ^A catalogue of this 
library, containing numbers 1 to 1,628, was printed January 1, 1847; .16 

J ages octavo, with supplements — June 24, 1S48, 1 page'; March 24, 1849, 
pages; and March, 1850. 4 pages. Proprietors pay $2 initiation fee and 
$1 annual assessment. All females in the employ of the Great Falls Man- 
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u&cttiting Gom|«ny'lae> Entitled to the benefit of the Hbmiy 6n payment 
of 26 centa aanuaiiy. " • 

HANOVER, 

DcarimmUh College Libraries — ^20,600 vols, — Prom various sources', 
principally from the MBibliotheca Sacra/' April, 1850, we gather the 
following facts: The college was founded in 1769. From that time H 
has gradually gathered a library which now contains about 6,400 vol- 
umes, and 17 portraits in oil, Among these last are: a full length por- 
trait of the Earl of Dartmouth, a copy of the original by Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, and a donation of the present Earl; a portrait of Daniel Webster, 
of Jeremiah Smith, Jeremiah Mason, Francis Hopkinson; a full length 
portrait of Klfeazar Wheeloclc; the fil-st president of the college; of John 
Phillips, of Exeter, also full length; of Samuel Appleton, Charles Marsh, 
&c. The library contains some rare and valuable works, but is deficient 
in new books. 

The libraries of the t*^o. societies #f students — the S6cial Friends arid 
the United Fraternity — contain each 6,500 volumes; are well selected, 
and include toany very valuable works, both for reference and miscel- 
laneous reading;' sAme with costly illustrations. 

A few years ago a building (costing about $10,000) was erected for the 
accommodation of the three libraries. 

The two society libraries have published catalogues, 

The library of fhe medical department contains iabout 1,200 volumes. 
TAe Northern Academy of Arts and Sciences — 1,300 w&.— This 
society was formed June 24, 1841, and is composed of the profess^)TS of 
Dartmouth College and a few other gentlemen in the vicinity. It has 800 
unbound volumes of pamphlets, etc., partially arranged ; also 700 unbound 
volumes of newspapers. This collection also contains some valuablfe 

Srivate papers, among which ai^e a meteorological journal kept by SVIr. 
ohn Farmer, of Concord, New Hampshire, from 1813 to 1830; Governor 
Bartlett's correspondence from 1774 to 1794; also a MS. journal' of, the 
weather, kept by Eleazar Russell, esq., of Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
Efforts were early made to procure for the library complete sets of the first 
newspapers printed in that part of the country. Spooner's Journal, pub- 
lished at Hadovec by^ Judafa G. Spooner and' Tinoothy Greene in 1771, 
and fiiom Febnoary, 17S1, at Westminster and Windsor, Vermont, is 
nearly complete- This . paper i^ extremely valuable, as it was pubhsh^d 
at the time of the American* Revolution, and was the first periodicaJ igsued 
in that patt of the cotm try, and cotiseqaently contains much of its eaily his- 
tory. Complete sets of the Vermont C hronicle, the Boston Rtecoffider, and 
the Dartmouth Gazette, are also contained in. the library. — [See American 
Quarterly Register, November, 1842.] 

MSB^DEN VILtAGB, PLMNVIBLD: 

Kimball Union Academy Librariesh^2ft00vols. — The academy library , 
founded in 1814, contains 1,000 volumes. About $100 per annum are 
generally appropriated from the funds of the institution towards purchasing 
books for the library. The endowment of the academy is rich; (about 
$40,000 in stocks, and $20,000 in buildings.) The library is open Sat- 
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•urdajfs frpm.l to 3 o'cbdc. The toe is ftee t6',ail tsc^itaecttd witfe the 
academy. A catalogue Avas printed some 15 years a^; anotter iv^iU be 
I>ut to press very soon. O. S. Richards, A. M., principal, and ex officio 
librarian. 

The Philadelphian Society, composed of students of the academy, pos- 
sesses a library of 1,000 mtim^ of choice book^. It was foufid^d (Soon 
after the academy library, arfd is iftcueas^d -AiliBiially, by the Voluntary 
jcontributious of the membets, about 60 to 70 vblumefi. 

•NEW HAMILTON. . 

Theolof^ical Seminary LibrMe»-^2y20Q ?>o&!.^The "New Haraptoh 
Academy" was iucorpoi-ated m 1821. Ih 1826 its tianle was changed ito 
Jthef' Academical and Theological Ihstifntion at New Haihpton.'' Thp 
theotogical departtnent weint into full <>pBratidh in 1833. It i$: under the 
:^A](e and patrOnag:e af the Baptist denomination. The depattmeht has a 
library of 600 well selected volumes. — {See History of the New Ham|)toii 
Theologibal IristitUtirin, by W. E* wWdiog,' Aj M., in the American 
Quarterly Register for Mliy^ 1642.] 

The Literary Adelphi of th6 Ajeadomtcal.and Theological Institution at 
New Hampton, New Hampshire, wais founded A. D. 1827, and incor- 
porated by the legisla,tdrfe bf the State in 1829. «There are about '800 
volumes in the library, most of which are vfthiabte stahdard Works. Ef- 
forts are being made to ehlarge the library, ahd several friends have made 
valuable donatibnd. The reading room is spacious and convenient, and 
by the liberality of patrons is ftirnishfcd with about 20 regular newspapers 
from diife^ent parts of the couiltry. Beisides this, the society receives 
{sereral of the* most; popular and Valuable literary periodically of the prescjnt 
!day:«."-T-iSee note to the f< Catalogue of Meilibers of the L. A.i" 12lna. 
.eoncoid, 1844.] . . ' 

' In the yeair 1S30 a new society, called thfe Social PratCTnity, wap 
ifonned. It hus a library and reading-room sdmilar to those of the Lite- 
rary Adelphi .—4;Sea Woi-ding'e Histdry..] * • 

ilB# IPfiWICH. 

.' 'jhhe academy at New I|)swieh was ihtotfiorated: in j[7H9. It hflls it 
small librai-y, presented by Samuel Apple ton, of Boston. The Oemo»- 
^then^an Society, amdiig tiie students^ has atsa a small library. A valu- 
able^ town librafry ^as destroyed by firie sottie yeara ainee. The prcsewt 
onels &maU but well selected.«^[New Hamfpsbiie Historieal Colleetidne, 
vol. 5, p. 161 ] 

NORTttl^IELp* 

Library of the Neu^ Hampshire Conference a&mnary — I fiOO volumes. 

POftTSMatrrk. 

Athmctmt LUmjry^l yiM wfe.^Incorporated iti 1817. The libwtrjr 
contains 7,284 volumes, 150 engravings, and 246 coins* The yearly ave- 
rage, increase for the last ten years has been 200 roluQies. The aatiual 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1< [1S«1 

expenditure, $200. The b'ailditig now occupied by the Athenaeum 
was purchased for |^7,600; it. is of brick, with slated roof, three stories 
high; the first story is used as a reading and newspaper roona; the second 
is the library, and the third a museum and cabinet. The books are ar- 
ranged on the shelves according to subjects. A shelf-catalogue is pre- 
pared, containing the titles of the books as they stand upon the shelves; 
oy this the library is annually examined. A ^< Catalogue of books in th^ 
Portsmouth Atbeneeum, to which are added the by-laws of the institu- 
tion and a list of its proprietors,'* 108 pages 8vo., was printed at Ports- 
mouth in May, 1833; at that time the library contained between 4,000 and 
6,000 volumes. A * ^ Catalogue of books ddded to the library of Portsmouth 
Athenaeum, from May^ 1883, to January, 1839," was published at Ports- 
mouth in 1839, 31 pages 8vo.; at this time the library contained 5,300 
volumes. This catalogue is alphabetical; the titles are recorded under 
the names of authors, with cross-references from subjects to authora-r 
the subjects and authors being arranged in one alphabet. This is a very 
convenient way in a small library. Another "Catalogue of books in th^ 
Portsmouth Athenieeum, to which are added the by-laws of the institution 
andalist of its proprietors," 192pages8vo., was printed January 1, 1849^ 
at Portsmouth. This catalogue is upon the same plan as the preceding. 
From a note (paige 12) we take the following fa<^s respecting the history of 
the institution: "In 1829, John Fi$her> esq., of London, gave his library 
in this town, amouilting to nearly 300 VaKluable volumes, to the Athenasum. 
In February, 1830, James Edward Shenfe bequeathed $1,000 to the Athe- 
HBBum, which sum was invested in the purchase of books for the library. 
In October, 1843, Homce Appleton Haven bequeathed $2,000 to the 
AlhensBum-— one nK>iety for the purchase of bdoks, and the other for the 
preservation of the libiary. These sunas have been invested accordingly." 
The library is open every day from sunrise to ten o'clock in the evening. 
Persons allowed theilse 6f the library.dre: pl^oprietors ofshares; and subscri- 
,bers, who, on the payment of six dollars a year, inay read in the library room.^ 
Pr6prietors can take out books, tWo at a time, which they may change a^^ 
often as they please. George JafiVey, librarian. 

St. Johk^a Church iWftrow^-^OO ito/a. 

Unitarian Church Library — 678 vols. 

SANBORNTON BglDGE. 

Public Librctry — 300 vols. / 

WAKBFIfeLD. 

Wakefield aki Bt^fcfield iMion UlbnJih/^-BOO vofe.— This library com- 
pany was incoifpolratjed in 1797. It comm^Ced with thirty members j in 
1827 there w^e fcM-ty-ftur membere; in 1849 there are only twenty eight 
mehibebs . The library cotitains 500 vMumes, mo^ly Mstorie* and bid^pa;- 
p6&; Wittiaih Sawyer, jr., librariiah. ^ . - 

OGHOOL tJlBRARIEa— ^,500 VOt.t])IES« 

In the Stsit6 bi'lVew Hampshire there are perhaips twentjr-five libraries, 
averaging 100 Volumes each, connected with the district schools. 

There are dbubtlesiJ mapy small social libraries in this State, frota 
which no returns have been receited. i r. ' : ^ . . .. ..a. 
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; A VERMONT. ' r 

BXmLlNGTON. y . .'•'', 

University of Vermont-^l&)250 ^e*.— This institutii^n ; t^as itt^coii. 
pomted in 1791. The library was commenced when the college went 
into operation, in the year 1800* It contains at present (1849) aboul 
•7,000 votumes, as near as can be estimated, without including 6 vol* 
Illness of atlatees^ and &3 unbound maps. The average annual iilcreasfe 
ioT the last ten years has been about 100 by donation, and abottt-thfe 
same number by purchase. About My dollars a year we]Pe:at>propriated3 
previous to 1846, for buying books ; since then, S€(Venty-fiive dMIarS; 
There is a permanent fund of $1,250 fiir the increase of the libraty, 
yielding6per cent, interest. There is aclassified '^Catalogue 6f the books 
belonging to the library ofthe University of Vermont," 8vo.^ 93 pp.; printed 
in 1836, with supplement (alphabetical) 1842^ 8vo. , 24 pp; The library i^ 
opened twice each week, for one honr. The Paculty of the University 
use the' library without tharge. Students pay $1 50 per year for the 
privileg-e. Others are allowed the use of it by special permii^ion of the 
president. Books are lent out, to be returned or renewed ,as= often as oncfe 
in two weeks. Professor Calvin Pease,' librarian.' - . 

This is one of the/few librgtfies iii the United States selected with com- 
petent bibliographical knowledge and with good judgment^ and purchased 
with economy. The college had the wisdom to send a learned, zealouiJ, 
and active ag^nt to Europe to buy the books, instead of trusting their 
funds to the cupidity of bibliopoles. The selection was made to meet th^ 
wants 6{ the officers of the college, and, consequently, of tlie student^. 
Somewhat less than two-thirds of the books aore in the English language. 
The collections of Greek and Latin authors are nearly complete, and cf 
the best editions. 

A large part of the library of the Hon*. George P. Marsh, minister of thte 

^United States to Turkey, amounting to between 3,000 jpd 4,000 volumes, 

*is deposited in this library. Nearly all these works are in foreign ' laii- 

guages, principally in the Spanish and Scandinavian. There are, hov^- 

ever, some very rare books in the EngFish langukge. (See Bittliotbeca 

Sacra.] '. - : ' \ 

The libraries of the three societies of students contain, respectively, 
2,000, 2,000, 1,250 volumes. 

MIDDLEBURY. - \ 

Middlebwy College Libraries^B,^} 7 vfds, — This institution was found- 
ed in 1800. The college library contains about 5,000 volumes, and oc- 
cupies a room in a building with . Ili'e cabinet of natutal bidtoryy lecture- 
rooms, &c. A cdAal<)giie was. printed in' 1883, containing IQ pp. 8vOf, 
double columns^ Th0 Ubrajy is opened oik^ a week, and kept ppen fir 
snjhout. The stude:at8 ps^ four dollars a year for the utse or.t)0Oki|. 
Resident graduates, clergymen^ in ,the neighborhood, sgidoth^fSj by.ppjr- 
mission of the librarian and Faculty of the college, are allowed to take out 
books without chal^. The students have three libraries, namely : 

The library of the Philoqiathesian Society (miscellaneous) 2,200 volumes . 

^^ ^' Philadelphian Society (religious) ' - 433 «' 
The Beneficent Library (mostly text books) • - 785 " . 

Professor R. D. 0. Robbins, libr^an* * . , , .^^, . . 4 /.j^ ; .7 
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MONTPBUBtl. ^ 

ISita^ Lihrary — 3,500 *p&.— This library contains about 3,600 volumes, 
maps of the* several States, a few engravings, and thirty medals. It oc- 
cupies a room in the State House, 36 feet by 20, with alcoves, and gallery 
eight feet from floor, with seven and a half feet above it. Open every day 
during the session of the legislature and council of censors. The books 
are not lent out, esjcept to members of tl^ legislature and council, on 
their becoming respon.^ible for their safe return. Cornelius N. Carpenter, 
Montpelier, librarian. • 

'Hisiwical and Aniicjfuarian Society of Vermont, — This society was in- 
corporated November 22, 1838. Its Jifirary and collections are as yet very 
small. The president, Henry Stevens, esq., of Barnet, possesses a very 
valuable collection of books, newspapers, manuscripts, &c., illustrative of 
the history of the State, amounting to about 1,500 volumes. 

' \ NORWICH. 

Norwich UnivsrsHy Library — 1,032 vols. — Tliis institution was founded 
in, 1834* The library, commenced in 1843, contains 1,032 volumes 
and a few maps^ and charts. The average annual increase is 200 
volumes;. average annual expenditure', twenty-five dollars. The room is 
, adorned by a full-length portrait of the distinguished and lamented 
Coltoel T.' B. Ransom, former presideiit of the college. The library has 
no permanent fund. It is opened at three o'clock on Saturday afternoons, 
and at such other times as visitors may desire. The feculty, students, 
members of the corporation, and donors, are entitled to the use of the 
books, Ira Davis, librarian. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

AMHBRtST. 

Aniktrst College Libraries — 13,700 t?o&.— The college library was 
founded at the opening of the college, in 1821, and contains 5,700 vol- 
umes. The average aiMiual increase is about 120 volumes. Three or 
four years since, David Sears, esq., of Boston, gave to the college, ex- 
pressly for the library, an estate, in the city of Bostori, which yields $120 
per annum. He has since given another, yielding a larger income; and 
has thus established a perpetual fund, called the *< Sears Foundation,*' 
which is to accumulate slowly, and mainly for the Use of the library. 
The annual amount appropriated for the purchase of books is at present 
uncertain; probably not ov^r $300,. The library occupies a room in the 
same building with the chapel and other public apartments; it is abont 
40 feet by 20. A catalogue (38 pages 12rno.) was printed in 1827; but 
the most valuable {)art of the librarj^ has been purchased since. The li- 
brary is opened once a week for taking and returning books. The oflteers 
take out bookstecsf libitum; the students pay four and five cents for each 
work; some 200 or 300 are usually opt at a time, in possession of the 
teachers; the students take but few on account of the large miscellaneous- 
libraries of the societies. Professor E. S. Snell, librarian. 
• 2 ■ 
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•The libraries of the two literary societies of students contain, together, 
8,000 volumes. The Society of Inquiry has a small museum. 

An effort is now making, which it is hoped will be fully su<;cessful, 
to enlarge the college library. , The library is, at present, '< deficient in 
even the standard works of science. Ten thousand dollars ought -to be * 
given to the college for its library, and an equal sum for a library build- * 
ing." — [Independent.] 

<' The trustees propose to i^ise, without delay* $30.,000 for the increase 
of the library and the erection of a suitable library building. "-^[Boston 
Traveller correspondent, August 10, 1850.] 

% ANDOVER. 

The Theological Seminary Libraries — ^20,249 vols, — This seminary is 
under the direction of the tmsteesofPfiiilips Academy, which was found- 
ed April 21, 17^8, and belongs to the Orthodox Congregationalists. The 
library was commenced in 180$, and contains at present 16,30(» volumes. 
During' the last ten years there have been added to 4he library upwards 
of 4,000 volumes, including a bequest from the Rev. John Codman, 
D. p*, of Dorchester, of ] ,250 volumes. During the same period the ex- 
penditure foj books has been about $700 per annum. There is a perma- 
nent fund of about $12,000, the income of which is approprig-ted to the 
purchase of books. The library is in a handsome room -in the second, 
story of a brick building, erected in 1818, at an expense of about $19,000, 
tor chapel, recitation rooms, and library. The library room is 60 foot 
by 40, and about 18 feet high, fitted up with alcoves, and adorned with 
the portraits of the principal benefactors of the institution. The books 
are arranged but partially according to subjects. In 1819 a catalogue of 
160 pages 8vo., by Professor J. W. Gibbs, now of New Haven, was 
printed. In 1838 an elaborate catalogue, containing 531 pages 8vo., was 
published. A supplementary catalogue of 67 pages 8v0. was printed in 
1849. The library i^ opened three times a week, from 1 to 3 o'clock p. m. 
Thq persons entitled to the use of the books are, besides the officers* of the 
semins^ry, students and resident licentiates on the payment of $3 per 
annum, and others by permission of the faculty. Each student is allowed 
eight books at a time. Probably 4,000 volumes jare lent out in the coursa 
of the year. Books may be carried out of town by permission from the 
faculty. Edward Robie, librarian. 

Besides the.pubhc library, the following collections are connected with 
the seminary: 

Library of the Porter Rhetorical Society - • •- - 2,600 vols, 

(A catalogue of this library was printed in 1839, in octavo • 

form.) 
Library of the Society of Inquiry - - - - 1,349 '^ 

The library of the Andover Theological Seminary is one' of the most 
valuable in the country. The books mostly belong to the departments of 
theology and philology. It is a selected library, and not a chance accu- 
mulation of volumes rejected from the shelves of a multitude of donors. 
Pr<ffound theological learning, thorough bibliographicaf knowledge and 
skill, have for the most part presided over the formation and arrangements 
o the library. The catalogue, by Rev. Oliver A. Taylor, A. M., now a 
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clergyman in Manchester, Massachusetts, has, we believe, no superior 
among printed catalogues of libraries. It is on the plan of Audifreddi. 
The books are placed under the authors' names. The names are in al- 
phabetical order.' To the name of each author is appetided.a biographical 
note. Annotations upon the books are also interspersed through the 
work. The catalogue is destitute of an index. To supply one, charac- 
terized by the same minute accuracy as the catalogue, would be a diffi- 
cult and expensive undertaking. We cannot help adding, however, that, 
if accomplished, it wguld be a niost important aid to theological study, 
and amply repay the cost of the work. The want of such an index is in 
a great measure supplied tp the students of the seminary by the references 
given by the professors in their lectures. 

^^ The library lias ordered a collection of between 2,000 and 3,000 small 

books and pamphlet§, relating to or written by the Puritans and published 

in Ungland in the time of Charles I, the Commonwealth, and Charles II. 

The department in the library which is most fully supplied is that relating 

to the Christian Fathers, and Church History generally. It has also a 

good collection of works relating to* biblical commentary, criticism, and 

antiquities. It possesses also many of the best ei^y editions of the Greek 

and Roman Classics and works illustrative of them. It is quite deficient 

in works on the English language and standard English literature; in * 

the production's of the English and American Puritans; in general works 

of science which would be suitable to a theological library; in the best 

later editions of the classics, etc." — [Bibliotheca Sacra.] 

Phillips Academy Libvafy - - - - 1,000 vols. 

English High School Library .... 800 



a 



BOSTON. 

Tt^e Boston AthencRum tAbrary — 50,000 vols, — ^The Athenaeum owes 
its origin to a society of gentlemen "Who conducted a literary publication, 
called the *^ Monthly Anthology.*' In the year I8O65 they issued propo- 
sals for establishing a reading-room to contain the . most valuable foreign 
and American journals, with works of reference suitable to such a place of 
resort, open to subscribers at $10 per annum. The entefpris^ proved 
unexpectedly successful. Many valuable books were presented, and the 
gentlemen who commenced the undertaking, in order more effectually to 
secure and extend the benefits of their labor and expense, transferred their 
right jn the Anthology Reading Room and labrary to trustees, with pow- 
er to supply vacancies in their number. At the winter session of the legis- 
lature in 1807, the proprietors were incorporated under the name of the 
"Boston AthensBum."* 

The price of a share was fixed at $300. Annual subscribers were ad- 
mitted at $10 per annum. From these sources, occasional voluntary sub- 
scriptions and frequent donations, the institution has risen to its present 
important position. 

The principal endowments of the Athenaeum before th^ year 1847 are 
thus enumerated in ah inscription under the corner-stone of the new 
building: 



* Snow's History of Boston. 
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"The fitm of 042,000 was raised fcr the general purposes of* the Atfie- 
nsBum, by voluntary subscription fox shares created in 1807. 

'*James Perkins, in 1821, gave his own costly ma:nsion in Pearl street, 
which from that time has been the seat of the institution. 

^fln the same year, the sum of $22,000 was raised by voluntary sub- 
scriptions for Shares. 

^^Thomas Handasyd Perkins (besides his earlier and later valuable do- 
nations,) and James Perkins the younger, seconded, in 1826, the liberali- 
/ty of the brother and the father, each giving $8,00C^ and the sum of their 
contributions was increased to ^45,009 by other subscriptions, obtained 
chiefly throug'h the efforts and influence of Nath>niel Bowditch, Fxaticis 
Galley Gray, George Ticknor, and Thomas Wren Ward. 

^^Augufetus Thorhdike, in 1823, gave a choice collection ofcasts of the 
most celebrated ancient statues. 

"George Watson Brimmer, in 1838, gave a magnificent collection of 
books on the fine arts. , 

<«John Bromfield, in 1846, gave ^,000 as a fi^ind to be regulariy in- 
creased by one quarter of the income, of which the other thyee-quarters 
are to be annually appjJ^d to the piirchase of books for^iver. 

^<The sum of ^75,900, for the erection of the building, was raised by 
voluntary subscription for shares created in J.844."* 

Liberality like this is seldom witnessed, and deserves- thg most hOnora* 
ble mention. 

Tlie institution first occupied rooms in Congress street, whence it was 
removed to Scollay's buildings, in Court street, and in 1810 to the building 
on Common (now Tremont) street, north of King's Chapel burial ground. 
In the year 1822 it was removed to the house in Pearl street presented, 
as already stated, by James Perkins. In 1823 the King's Chapel Libra- 
ry and the Theological Library, containing together 1,300 volunies of 
theological works, were deposited in the Atheneeum, where they still re* 
i^nain. In 1826 a union was eflectecJ with the Boston Medical Library, 
and its books, valued .at $4,500, were added to those of the Atheriasum. 
In the same year, also, an association which had been formed for the pur- 
chase of a scientific library became merged in the Athenasum, ^nd its 
funds,. exceeding §3,000, were transferred to the Athenaeum to be expend- 
ed in the purchase of scientific books. — [See sketch of .the Boston Athe- 
naeum, by Edward Wigglesworth, M, A., in the •f American Quarterly 
Register' ' for November, 1839.] 

In July, 1849, the library was removed to its new home in Beacon 
street, just above the Tremont House. The location is central, yet free 
from the dust and noise of crowded thoroughfares. The edifice is elegant, 
spacious, and convenient. The frontis 100 feet long and 60 feet high, in the 
Palladian style of architecture, and b.uilt of freestone. The other walls are 
of brick. In the basement story are rooms for the packing of bopks, for a 
bindery, for the accommodation of the janitor, <fcc. The main entrance 

* opens into a pillared and panelled rotundo, from which the staircases con- 
duct above. On the first floor are two large reading-rooms, a room for 
the trustees, and a sculpture gallery ^^ 80 feet by 40. The library occu- 
pies the second story, which is divided into three rooms, two in front and 

'*This sum having been found insufficient for the completion of the building, an additional eub- 

• seriptibn for two hundyed shares has been opened^ and is now (April, 1850) nearly filled iip. 
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tme large hall (109 feet by 40) in the rear. The western division of this 
room is filled with Encyclopedias, Transactions of learned societies, Maga- 
zines^ and other works in long. series of volumes. ThQ other and larger 
portion is divided into 26 alcoves, and contains about 40,000 volumes. 
This hall is beautifully fini:jhed in the Italian style. The shelving is 
carried to the height of 18 or 20 feet, and the upper shelves are made ac- 
cessible by means of a lieht iron gallery, reached by five spiral staircases. 
The two fi-ont rooms will accommodate some 25,000 volumes. The pic- 
ture gallery occupies the upper story. It is divided into six apartments, 
each lighted by a skylight. It is admirably adapted to its purposes. The 
roof aflTords a magnificent view of the city and the surrounding country. 
The whole building is constructed in the most substantial and workman- 
like manner.* 

Besides 60,000 bound volumes, including 1,600 or 1,600 volumes of 
pamphlets,- the library possesses 20,000 or more unbound pamphlets, be- 
tweeo 400 and 500 volumes of engravings, and the most valuable collec- 
tion of coins in that part of the country. For an American library it is 
rich in certain departments, e, g. in the rqwrts and transactions of learned 
societies, in periodical publications in the Bnglish language, works in the 
natural sciences, &c. It has complete sets of the Transactions of the 
Koyal Society of London, the French Institute, the royal societies of 
Berlin, Copenhagen, Gottingen, Lisbon, Madrid, Stockholm, St. Peters- 
b\irg, Turin, etc. It has also the Encyclopedie Raisonne, 35 volumes 
folio; the Encyclopedie Methodique, 258 volunies 4to., including 37 of 
plates; BuflFon*s Natural History by Sonnini, 127 volumes 8vo., &c.t 

The institution has lately received a valuable collection of books and 
papers, once forming a part of the library of General Washington. It 
contains in all about 450 bound volumes, and from 800 to 1,000 pam- 
phlets unbound, nearly all of whidh belonged to the library of Wasnin^- 
ton. About 350 contain his autograph, and a few of thSm notes iix bis 
handwriting. One little book has the autograph of Washington in a rude, 
school-boy hand, at about the age of nine years. There are several auto- \ 
graphs of Augustine Washington, the father of the General; oWSlary, the 
mother, and^f Martha, the wife. One book contams en the title-page 
the autograph of John Custis, (first husband of Martha,) and on the next 
leaf that of George Washington. One volume has the autograph of 
Thomas Jenifer, a signer of the Declaration of Independence. There ' 
are several presentation copies firom eminent authors— Sir John Sinclair, 
Arthur Young, Kbeling, Alfieri; Jefferson, Dr. Morse, and others. Ten ^ 
volumes contain the name of Richard Henry Lee in his own handwriting. 
These books came into the possession of the Athenaeum in the following 
manner. General Washington bequeathed his books and papers to his 
nephew, Bushrod Washington. On the death of Bushrod Washing^ 
ton the library was divided: one portion was left at Mount Vernon, 
^here it still remains; another fell to Colonel Washington. The latter 
portion included the public papers, afterwards purchased by Congress, 
and a considerable number of the books, pamphlets, and private papers. 
The books had been offered for sale. Congress had declined the pur- 
chase. Mr. Henry Stevens at last bought the collection, ajid offered it 

« Uterary V^orld, Augast 1 1, ld49. f BibliothecA S^cro, Jaouary , 16S0. 
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for sale to the Athenaeum. A few gentlemen of Boston and vicinity sub- 
scribed the required amount, aiid presented these precious memorials of 
the world's best hero to this instimtion.^ An elegant descriptive catalogue^ 
prepared by an accurate and accomplislied scholar, will soon be published. 

The Athenasura possesses many valuable paintings and statues* 
Among the latter is the Orpheus of Crawford, in marble. * 

Several catalogues of the books have been printed; one, without date, 
in 266 pages 8vo., in which the books are arranged in 16 classes. Another, 
and the last, was printed in 1827, and contains 356 pages 8vo. It is 
alphabetical, A supplement (60 pages) was printed in 1829; a second 
(80 pages) in 1834. These two supplements, with the other additions to 
the library up to 1840, were in that year printed together in a volume 
containing 179 pages 8vo. A complete and elaborate catalogue is now in 
preparation. The printed catalogues have not heretofore contained the 
titles of the numerous pamphlets belonging to the library. A neat and 
accurate catalogue of these pamphlets, prepared by Dr. A. A. Gould, and 
complete to within two or three years, exists in maftiuscript. 

The present librarian is Charles Polsom, esq. It is highly creditable 
to the wisdom of the trustees that they have chosen for this important 
post so ripe a scholar, and so accomplished a gentleman. The influence 
of such an officer is incalculable; not only in forming far-se.eing plans for 
the increase and arrangement of the collection, but in aiding the researches 
of leatned men, in guiding the studies of youth, and in leading the in- 
tellectual pursuits of an educated community. 

The library is hardly surpassed, either in size or in Value, by any other 
in the country; .and its reguJations are framed with the design that it shall 
answer the highest purposes of a public library. Practically it is such; 
for each proprietor, besides the right for himself and his family to use the 
library, may grant, to two other persons co»stant access to it, free of all 
asses3ments; ani titrkets for a month to any number of strangers. Any 
person, indeed, stranger or resident, may be introduced for a special pur- 
/pose by a note from a proprietor. Thus, the by-laws open the doors of 
the instifution to a large number of persons; so that the proprietor who 
bestows on others the free use of all the rights he can impiart, renders 
himself thereby a public beneiactor. 

The following are the principal regulations of the institution: 

The proprietors meet annually on the first Monday of January. The 
officers are chosen annually. They are a president, vice president, treas- 
^ urer, secretary, and nine trustees. The trustees appoint a librarian, and 
sub-librarian. 

. The price of a share is S300; that of a life subscription $100. Annual 
subscribers pay $10 for the use of the library and reading-room, but are 
not allowed to take out books. 

. Every proprietor has, besides his own right, two rights of admission 
transferable to such persons as he may select. Proprietors and life share- 
holders, on paying $5 annually, may take books home — not to exceed 
four volumes at once: Every proprietor and life subscriber may introduce 
strangers not residing within twenty miles of Boston, and such strangers 
are entitled to visit the Athenaeum for one month from the time of their 
introduction. 

Certain persons by virtue of theit offices sure entitled to free admission 
tx> the AthenaBum. These are the governor and council, ihe lieutenant 
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governor and members of. the legislature of Massachusetts for the time 
being, the judges of the Supreme Court and of the courts of the Uniied 
States, the officers and resident graduates of Harvard College, of Williams 
College, of Amherst College, and of the Theological Seminary at An- 
dover, the several presidents of the American Academy, Historical Society, 
Medical Society, Agricultural Society, Salem Athenaeum, and the East 
India Marine Society of Salem; also clergymen settled in Boston. These 
last are likewise allowed to take out books on the same terms as pro- 
prietors. ^ 

The Boston Library — 12,150 vols, — The first meeting of the members 
of tlie Boston Library Society was held the 1st of November, 1792, and 
the society was incorporated in 1794. At the annual meeting in May, 
1849, the number of volumes in the library was 12,150. About 250 vol- 
umes, on an average, have been added to the library annually, during 
the last ten years. The average annual expenditure for books, during 
the same period, has been, including binding and repairs, $378 69. The 
library is supported by an annual assessment levied on the* proprietors, 
and by fines incurred. The inconie from'these sources is about $850 per 
annum. 

The apartments occupied by the Boston Library were a donation t6 the 
infant society in the winter of 1793--'94 by Messrs. Bulfinch (the architect 
of the capitol at Washington,) Vaughan & Scollay, "being the hall over 
the arch of the*Tontin*e Buildings, in Franklin Place." The cost to the 
society of completing the room^ was $857 57. The society has since 
purchased, for $1,500 dollars, of the Massachusetts Historical. Society, a 
room of the same area, being the upper story of tha building. Each 
apartment is 37 feet in length by 27 in ^ont, and 33 Icet in the rear; 
from which should be deducted staircase and closets. Catalogues and 
supplements were printed at various dates, (1795, 1797, 1807, 1815, &c.) 
A new and accurate catalogue of 335. pages, 8vo., was printed in 1844, 
and a supplemental catalogue of 48 pages was completed in September, 
1849, to which is appended a list of WQrks relating ^to America, of 20 " 
pages. The library is opened at 3 o'clock on thyB* .pJfternoon of each 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, for three hoursyJSj till dark^ and on 
the morning of Saturday from 10 o'clock till 1 o'clock^'. 

No one can take books from the library, except thef.pfcprietors, without 
the special permission of the trustees. The price of '^'^s-hare is $25, sub- 
ject to an assessment of $3 annually. Each proprieUji^^^n take out three 
volumes at one time. The librarian estimates the n^^^er of volumes an- 
. nually charged to' proprietors at 15,000. The nun^^r of persons that 
ccmsult the library, without taking away books, is siljalli bat Jthe trustees 
. cheerfully give every reasonable fecility to all persoiife* having occasion to 
consult the library. Occasional applications for books* K&3^^'been made from - 
the neighboring towns, which have always been granted. George S/ 
Bulfinch, librarian. 

The principal object of the society has been to form a collection of 
booksfor p<^pnlar use, admitting none of an injurious morial tendency, and 
preferring those of solid and standard value. History and biography,' 
f particularly American,) travels, the English and French classics, and 
nction, are the departments best supplied. Most of the books have been 
selected and purchased. The donations have been comparatively few. 
For some years after the library was founded, the shares were not trans* 
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ferable, and subscribers had only the use of thejibtary for their lives;. con- 
sequently, by the death of original proprietors, many shares have fallen 
into the common stock; which has given to the shares of present proprie- 
tors a value far beyond their cost. Shares are now, however, transferable, 
and do not cease at the death of the proprietor. - 

The Library of ike ArHeriean Aeademy of Arts and Sciences — 8,000 
vols. — This society was incorporated May 4, 1780. Among the scientific 
associations of the United States, it is next in age to the Amwcan Philoso- 
phical Society at Philadelphia, which is the oldest in th^country. The 
average annual increase of the library is about 150 volumes. An annual 
appropriation of about $600 is made from the general fund of the 
academy for the purchaee of books. The library is opened during Hie 
day, every w6ek-day. All members of the academy, and strangers, are 
allowed the use of the books, which may be taken out by any member, 
or in his name. A catalogue (67 pp. 8vo.) was printed in 1802. Lists 
of accessions are, from time to time, printed in the f)ublications of the 
academy. John Bacon, jr., iL D., is librarian. This library contains a 
valuable collection of Ihe memoirs and transactions of learned societies, 
reviews and magazines, and of modern scientific works. It is kept in two 
rooms leased by the society in Tr^mont Row, No. 7A. 

IMrary of the General Caurt — 7,400 vols, — ^l^he State library was es- 
tablished by an act of the legislature, passed March 3, 1826, requiring 
that " all books and manuscripts belonging to the commonwealth, and 
now in any of the departments of the State House, shall be collected, de- 
posited, and ananged, in proper cases, in the room in said State House 
usually called the land oflEice." It contains, at present, 7,400 volumes, 
80 maps and charts, 5 atlases, ^7 railroad plans, 1 portrait, 3 tableaus, and 
6 oiedals. The yearly increase for the last eleven years is as follows: 

Volumes. 

1838 . - - ' . - -462 

1839 .■ - - . - •- 396 

1840 ,..-.. - - .260 

1841 • . . . - - - 358 
1843 #1 348 

1843 ^ -• - . . * - 334 

1844 •'. ' 367 

1845' "i^/ ..-•..' 583 

1846 **\-».. 336 

1847 .* :, . .. . • - - 791 

1848 ■-• . . - -■ -455 

. • •. y^ • — . 

- Totrf - . . - . 4,680 

Averaging 425 per tinnum. About $395 per annum has, during this time, 
been expended in the purchase of books. The regular appropriation for 
the library has been $300 per annum, with occasional extra allowances 
^^ to procure such books, manuscripts and charts, works of science and 
the arts, as tend to illustrate the resources and means of improvement of 
this commonwealth or of the United States." " Additions are also m^de 
annually of the statutes, legislative journals and documents, and law re- 
ports of the United States and of the several States of the Union, received 
in exchange through the secretary 's department. Of such works it prqb- 
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ably contains a more coitiplote collection than any other Kbrary. One 
thousand and eighty duplicate volumes of laws, public documents, and 
reports, have been deposited in the law libiary of Harvard University by a 
resolve of the legislature. 

^' The library contains Sdr. Audubon's collection of American Birds, iu 
four large folio volumes, at an original cost of about six hundred dollars. 
Ab addition was recendy made of 440 volumes of French, German and 
Swedish books of science, arts, history and statistics, some of which are of 
great value, by intematiotial exchanges through M. Vattemare. Among 
them are the following works, presented by the Chamber of Deputies: — 
CJollection of Etruscan, Greek, and Roman antiquities, from the cabinet 
of Hon. WiUiam Hamilton; Naples, 1766; four large folio volumes, with 
^English and French text, an^ 520 plates. Presented by the Minister of 
*the Interior: — Monuments of Nineveh, published by order of the govern- 
ment; descriptions by P. E. Botta — designs by B. Flandin: the first ten 
numbers — to be conti?med. Presented by the Minister of Agriculture and 
Crommerce: — Statistics of France, comprising territory, population, external 
commerce, etc . , from 1837 to 1843 ; nine larg^lio volumes. Presented by 
the National Library of France: — The Ne\Krheatre of 'the World, con- 
taining maps, tables, descriptions, etc., of an the regions of the globe; 
1639; 3 large folio volumes. This, considering its date, is a magnificent 
work. The Holy Evangelists, in Arabic and i^tin: pwnted at Rome, in 
the typographia of Lorenzo de Medici, 1591, large folio; the works of 
Euclid, in Arabic: printed at Rome, in the 16th century, folio; Acta His- 
torica Ecclesiastica Nostri Temporis: printed at Weimar, 1741 to 1774, 
estremdy rare, 43 volumes. Presented by the King of Sweden: — ^His- 
tory of the ICingdom of the Moors until their expulsion in 1726, in Arabic 
and Latin: edited by Professor Tornberg, 2 volumes in one; Anciertf 
Sweden, etc., with 3 volumes of plates of its provinces, cities, buildings, 
etc., in oblong quarto. The choicest volumes in the State library to a 
descendant and«admirer of the Puritans, and indeed to any true son of 
New England, are the ancient General Court, Records of Massachusetts^ 
They are copies, in manuscript, of original papers in the archives of the 
Secretary of State, and make 34 large folio volumes. The Records com- 
mence with 1629 and extend to October, 1777, and contain the entire 
legislative and much of the religious history of Massachusetts between 
those paiods. Each volume has a copious index at its close, containing 
the nmies oi persons and places y also a list of subjects spoken of, in separate . 
columns, which facilitates reference, and greatly increases the value of 
tliese treasures of our colonial history. No books in the library are con- 
sulted more frequently or with more interest. Since the first volume was 
transcribed, several pages have been inserted at the beginning, cdntaining 
records of a still earlier date.'^t . ^ 

The secretary of the board of education is, by a recent law, made or- 
^Scio librarian, and is allowed an assistant. Two rooms in the State ' 
House are appropriated to tfie library; one of them is 54 feet by 22, and 
the other 36 by 25. The books are arranged in cases with glass doors, 
and generally according to subjects. A catalogue (43 pp. 8vo.) was pub- 
lished in 1831 ; another in 8vo. was printed in 1839. The last catalogue 
ri25 pp. 8vo.) was printed in 1846. The library is open every week-* 
day from 9 a. m. to about sunset, and, during the session of the 
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legislature, sametimes in the evening. Books are lent to members of the 
legislature and officers of the State. Rev. Barnes Sears, D. D.., secretary 
of board -of education, and librarian; Rev. Charles T. Jackson, assistant. 

Mercantih Library — 7,059 vols. — The Mercantile Library Association 
was founded March 11, 1820, and incorporated in 1845.^ The library con- 
tains 7,059 volumes. The average annual increase for the last ten years 
has been 400 volumes; the average annual expenditure $375. There is 
a fund of $16,100, yielding six per cent, per annum, for the,8uppoa*t of 
the library. The library is in two rooms, each 80 feet by 35. The ar- 
rangement on the shelves is giccording to the date of purchase. A 
catalogue was printed in 1848, consisting of 135 pages 8vo. The library 
is open every week-day evening till ten o'clock. Any person engaged 
in mercantile pursuits may acquire the right.t6 use the library by paying 
two dollars per annum. Books are lent out, twenty-eight thousand aiv * 
nually. John Stetson, president. 

The library is composed of such works in the field of general litera- 
ture as are suited to the tastes and wants of merchants and merchants' 
clerks. In the reading-roonMire 89 newspapers and 21 reviews and mag- 
azines. Z 

Th6 number of members of the association is now 1,145. An annual 
course of lectures is delivered by distinguished gentlemen. The members 
participate in exorcises of debate, declamation and composition. The 
' whole number of tickets for the lectures in 1848-'9 was 1,300.* . 

Library of the Massachusetts Historical Society^— 7 y(H)0 vols, — The 
foundation of the Massachusetts Historical Society was originally suggest- 
ed by Rev. Jeremy Belknap and Mr. Thomas Walcutt. It was organized 
in 1791, and incorporated in 1794." The number of members is limited 
\^ the act of incorporation to sixty. The library contains about 7,000 vol- 
umes, inclusive of bound newspapers;. about 2,000 unbound, pamphlets, 
300 maps and charts, 450 volumes of manuscripts, a few coins, and 70 
portraits. It increases about 100 volumes annually, wholly by donations. 
U]he society possesses no funds, not even for the support^ of a librarian. 
The entraijice fees and annual assessments go for binding and other 
cfharges. The hbrary occupies rooms in a stone edifice, erected in 1833. 
These rooms were purchased by the society for $6,500; $5,000 of which 
were collected by* subscription at that time. These rooms are 84 feet by 
40 iii their whole length and breadth. The books are placed upon the 
.shelves according to size, without regard to subjects. Two catalogues 
have been published — the first, 40 pages 8vo., in 1796; the second, com- 
piled by Rev. Timothy Alden, 96 pages 8vo., was printed in 1811. The 
continuation is in manuscript. The library is open daily from 9 a. m. to 1 
o'clock p! m., and from 3 to 6 p. m. It is. accessible to members and 
others pursuing historical investigations. Aboiit 200 volumes a year are 
lent out. About 1,000 persons a year Qonsult the library without taking 
away books. By permission of the standing committee, books may be 
lent ;to persons at a distance. Rev. Joseph B. Felt, librarian. 

^^ Among the most valuable treasures belonging to this society are the 
manuscripts of the historian Hubbard; of the first Governor Winthrop, 11 • 
volumes; of Governor Hutchinson; of Governor Jonathan Trumbull, of 
Connecticut, 23 volumes; the manuscript of Washington's Farewell Ad- 

*£ibliotheca Sacra, January, 1850. ^ , 
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dress to the officers of the American army. The society has also 98 folio 
volumes of Commercial Statistics of the United States, ^embracing the 
years from 1816 to 1842 inclusive, drawn up with care, and yery com- 
plete^. There is a copy of Eliot's Indian Bible in the library. Thirty 
vohimes of Collections have been printed, in three series, of 10 volumes 
each. The last volume of each series contains a full index of all the vol- 
umes in the series. The portraits of about seventy persons, lAostly New 
England worthies, adorn one of the rooms. Some of these are of special 
value5 c. ff. the portraits of Rev. Increase Mather .and of Rev. John , 
Wilson."* 

An interesting ^^ Account of the Massachusetts Historical Society," 
prepared by William Jenks, D. D., of Boston, was printed in the Ameri- 
can Quarterly Register for November, 1837, pages 166-177. 

7%e Mechanics^ Apprentices Library — 4,000 vols, — This institu- 
tion claims the distinction of being the first of its kind established in the 
world. t It is due to the wise suggestion and philanthropic energy of 
Mr. William Wood, now hving in Canandaigua, New York. Lord 
Brougham remarks, that ^' although the remote origin of these institutions 
may be traced to Franklin, Mr. Wood has the merit of establishing them 
on their pi^sent plan, and adapting them peculiarly to the instruction of 
mechanics and apprentices. He founded the first in Boston, in 1820." 

'Mr. Wood has been actively engaged in the formation of libraries of a 
similar character in most of our large cities, and has even extended his * 
benevolent efforts to the cities of the Old World. In his own words, *^ from 
the establishment of this library, in 1820, until now, as opportunity offered, 
the circulation of books, in any shape^ which might do good, has been the 
hobby of a lite now drawing to a close." The name of this gentleman 
deserves to be held in lasting and grateful remembrance as a public ben- 
efactor. 

Mr. Wood's efforts to collect a library for apprentices in Boston were 
warmly seconded by several distinguished <5itizens, and about 1,500 vol- 
nmes'were soon collected. The library was a gift from the public to the 
apprentices of Boston. On the 22d of February, 1820, it was formally 
intrusted to the guardianship of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanics' 
Association, a society of long standing and established imputation. They 
agreed to take upon themselves the management ooAhe institution on 
condition that they shcwld not be chargeable with its incidental expenses. 
T^e library was accordingly opened and the apprentices gratuitously 
supplied with books; the expenses being defrayed by public subscrip- 
tions. After a few years these subscriptions ceased, and the doors of the 
library were consequently closed. The apprentices feeling keenly this 
deprivation, held a meeting and agreed to take upon themselves the cares 
and responsibilities of the establishment, if the association would appro- 
priate a small amount to aid them in the undertaking. This reqiiest met 
with a favorable answer. The present Association of Apprentices was 
formed June 19, 1828; and the library committed to their entire control 
in 1832, by the Mechanics' Association. 

• Bibliotheca Sncra, January, 1850. 

I For a full and interesting history of this institution, see an address delivered before the asso- 
ciation on its 24th anniversary, by Frederick W. Lincoln, jr., Boston, 1844, from which tbia 
account is subsiajiiially taken. 



Digitized 



by Google _ 



[ 120} 28 

The associaticfn consists entirely of apprentices to racichanics and man- 
ufactoirers — of course embracing* only minors. Any young man who is 
an apprentice to a respectable mechanic, (and learning a mechanical trade,) 
on producing a certificate that he is worthy of confidence, paying into the 
treasury the sum of one dollar per year, and signing the constitution, 
shall be a member. The affairs of the institution hare been very ably and 
successfully conducted by its youthfiil members. 

The association occupies two rooms in Phillips Place, opposite the head 
of School street; the one forreadiag and lecture- room, (say 30 feet by 40,) 
the other (say 30 by 15) for library and conversation room. , The library 
is well selected to promote the intellectual culture of the class for whom it 
was intended. The reading department contains the principal newspapers 
and periodicals of the city, and many from different parts of the country, 
and is in a most flourishing condition. A cabinet of minerals and curi. 
osilies has been commenfced; an annual course of free lectures is sup- 
ported by the institution; an elocution class has been formed, the exer- 
cises of which consist in the reading of original compositions, declama^ 
tion, and debate. 

The yearly average increase of the library for the last ten years has been 
175 volumes. A catalogue was printed in 1847, <5ontainin|| 68 pages 
12mo. 

The Ijbrary is open three hours every Tuesday and Saturday evening. 
'About 10,(^00 volumes are lent out annually. Robert H. Howell, jr., is 
the. present librarian. 

Library of the American Board of Oommissio7iers for Fhreisin Mi^- 
sions — 3,500 vols. — This library was founded in 1822, and contains, be- 
sides 3,500 volumes, a few manuscripts and valuable maps. Theaverago 
annual increase is about 150 volumes. The library is in the Mission 
House, Pemberton Square. There is a catalogue, but it has not been 
printed^. The collection is designed mainly for the use of the officers of 
the board, and is always accessible to them. The books are occasionally 
lent to persons investigating subjects relating to. missions. It is destgned. 
to be a library for reference on subjects connected with the work of foreign 
missions; is in no sense a circulating library, afid nothing is paid for tha 
use of the books. Books maybe lent to persons at a distance by consetU 
of the prudential committee. Rev. S. L. Pomroy, p. D., Secretary A. B. 
C. F. M. . 

Libraryofthe Boston Society of Natural History — 3,500 t?ofe. — The oos- 
ton Society of Natural History was founded in the winter of 1830, and in- 
corporated February 24, 1831 . Its great design is to "promote a taste and ait 
ford facilities for the pursuit of natural history, by mutual co-operation and 
the collection of a cabinet and library." The society has been conducted 
with much energy. It holds regular and frequent meetings, issues a 
^^Journal," and has collected a valuable cabinet and Ubrary. << When tha 
society originated, the great difficulty in the way of making advances in 
the study of natural history was the want of books. When we consider 
how essential a library is to the study and arrangement of every depart- 
ment of the cabinet, it cannot but be felt that the society have done wise- 
ly to contribute largely towards it. It is of vital importance that the nai» 
uralist who is engaged in the investigation of any subject, should be abla 
to know aU that has been written upon his subject. Scientific books ar« 
expensive, and no man among us can promise himself such a library as 
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he may need." — [See notices of Boston Society of Natural History, by 
l3r. A. A. Gould, io th^ American ^(luarterly Register, February, 1842, 
pp. 236, seq.] 

The library contained (1849) about 1,600 volumes* and a small number 
of maps and engravings. The yearly average increase is about 100 vol- 
umes, ^he average annual expenditure for books is about $200. The 
society has a permanent fund of about $12,000— $10,000 of which were 
recei\red from a bequest of Ambrose S. Courtis, esq., ^300 from a grant 
by the State, and $500 from the legacy of Simon E. Greene, esq. — one 
third of the income of which is, by vote, appropriated to the library. 
This arrangement is liable to alteration. The society owns a brick build- 
ing with iron shutters. This contains the library and cabinet, and cost 
$30,000. The library room is 30 by S6 feet. The centre building is 40 
by 30 feet, with two wings 26 by 30 feet each. The last catalogue was 

Srinted in 1837, and contains 27 pp. 8vo, The library is open daily from 
till 1 o'clock. Individuals not members of the society are freely allow- 
ed to make use of the books on application. About 300 volumes are taken 
out during the year, and about 150 different persons consult the library 
yearly without taking away books. Books are lent to persons at a dis- 
tance who 'are kriown to be engaged in scientific pursuits requiring them.* 
The librai^ committee has power to lend them, and so may any member, 
he being responsible for their safe return. Charies K. Dillaway, libra- 
rian. 

^^It is expected that the choice library of Dr. Amos Binney, formerly . 
president of the society, will be incorporated with that of the society. 
Both will form a fine collection of the most important \>orks in natural 
history in the English and French languages, "f 

The American Oriental Society-^iiO vols* — though yet in its infancy, 
has commenced the collection of a library.* It contains only a few hun- 
dred volumes, 68 Muhammedan coins, 17 Arabic MSS., 1 Syiriac MS. of 
a portion of the Old Testament, (600 years old,) and 5 Turkish MSS. 
Thesp are all donations. The books are lent out only to the membecs o£ 
^he society. The collection is at present deposited in the Boston Athe- 
nsBum. Francis Gardner, librarian. 

The Library of the American Statistical Association — 2,000 "vols. — This 
society was formed f<[ovember 27, 1839, and incorj^rated 'January 7, 
1841. Its purposes are to ^collect, preserve, and diffu^statistical, inform- 
ation- — [See a notice of the society in the American. Quarterly Register 
for May, 1841, pp. 451, seq.] 

The Library of the New England Genealogical Association — 1,500 
vols. — The New England Historic Genealogical Society was incorporated 
thel7th March, 1845. Its object is <'to collect and preserve the genealo- 
gy and history of early New England families.'* Its librarf is mostly the 
fruit of donations, and comprises most of the local histories of New Eng- 
land. The New England Historical and Genealogical Register, 'publish- 
ed quarterly under the auspices of the society, is a valuable repository of 
facts relating to the early history of the country. 

The Social Law JLibrary — 3,00i) vols. — This library occupies a room in 
the court-house. A<jataloguecontaining32pp. 8vo. waspubUshedin 1824. • 



• In the report in 1850, the number is stated at 3,500 volwmes. 
t Bibliotheca 8acira, January, 1850. 
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The Bowditch Library— 2,500 vols. — The late illustrious mathemati- 
cian, Dr. N. Bowditch, collected a , valuable scientific library of about 
2,500 voluiTies'. Since his death, his family, with a liberality worthy of 
their name, hav6 allowed to the public the free use of the books. Although , 
therefore, this collectiofi is private property, its p'ublic usefulness requires 
that it should find a place in notices of the public libraries of Boston. 
The proprietors have, we believe, expressed a desire, in ca«e the city 
should erect a prbj)er building and actively undertake to establish a pub- 
lic library, to bestow their shstres upon stich an institution.* But no provijj- 
ion has yet been made for rendering the library permanently public. The 
proprietors have established the following ^^rules for the Bowditch Libra- 
ry, at 8 Otis Place, Boston: 

'^As this library is peculiarly valuable from the circumstance of its for- 
mer ownership, it is particularly requested that books taken from it be used 
with care and retum«*d punctually, subject to the following rules: 

^^1. No person will be allowed more than four volumes at a time. . 

'^2. If any book be lost, it must be replaced, althoughy of course, the 
loss can never be entirely supplied, \ 

<«3. No book must be kept from the library more than three months, 
^ without being renewed upon the record book. 

^<4. All books must be returned on or before March 1st, of •each year, 
for examination. After the 20th of the same month the library will be 
again opened. 

*^5. Omission, for the space of one week, to comply with the requisi- 
tions contained either in the third or fourth rule, deprives the party in de- 
fault of the riglft thereafter to use the library, unless two at least of: the 
proprietors are satisfied that <he neglect is excusable, or are willing to pass 
over the omission. 

"March 16, 1846."^ 

About 250 volumes are taken out annually. None have beenlost. 

The Prince Library— 1,800 vols.~<'The Old South Church (Congre- 
,gational)in Boston possesses a valuable collection of books and MSS., 
bequeathed to the church by Rev. Thomas Prince, one of its pastors, (tlw 
learned author of Hhe Chronological History of New England,' &c.) "Mr. 
Prince, while in college, in 1703, began a collection of books, and public 
and private paper|L relating to the civil and religious history of 'New Eng- 
land, t9 which h* continued to make valuable additions for more than 
fifiy years. It is a, precious collection, containing rnaAy standard works 
in church history and biblical literature and theology, the works of the 
early divines of New England, and valuable pamphlets and MSS."-— [Bib- 
liotheca Sacra, January, 1850.] 

Mr Prince's will was proved in 1758. Since that period, or nearly 
one hundred •years, this has been the public hbrary of that Church, and 
accessible to any person desirous of using it for literary purposes. 

It appears from Mr. Prince's will, that he had made a separate collec- 
tion (to which he g^ve the name of the New England Library) of books, 
papers, (fcc, either published in New England or pertaining to its history 
and public affairs. This collection he gave also to the Old South Church, 
on condition that it should be kept in a different apartment from the other 
books, and **that no person t^hall borrow any book or paper therefrom, but 
, that any person whom the pastors and deacons of said Churdh sh*ali approve, 
may have access thereto." In 1814, 25© works, as th^y are numbered 
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on the catalogue, belonging to this library, were deposited in the rooms 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society. A ^'catalogue of ^he •library of 
Rev* Thomas Prince, former pastor of Old South Church, presented by 
him to the Old South Church and Society,'* in 112 pages' 8vo., was print- 
ed at Boston in 1846. It is to be regretted that a catalogue so well print- 
ed should he so badly arranged, or rather so entirely destitute of all use- 
ful arrangement. 

CAMBRIDGE. 

Hhrvard College UbrariesSi, 200 vols. — On the 24th of January, 
1764, in a stormy winter's night during the college vacation, Harvard 
Hall, containing the library of more than 5,000 volumes, the philosophi- 
cal apparatus, and all the Uttle* collections of objects of interest belonging 
to the college, was destroyed by fire. '^Thus perished the valuable books 
given by John Harvard, Sir Kenelm Digby, Sir John May nard. Dr. Light- 
foot, Dr. Gale, Bishop Berkeley, and other distinguished benefactors; the ' 
books and pamphlets connected with the early history of New^ England, 
the precious, though scanty, accumulations of a huridred and twenty-six 
years — a loss which* in those days must have seemeii appalling, and 
which the historian, the antiquary, and the bibliographer can never cease 
to deplore." ■ ' 

The State legislature was in session. Indeed, at the time of the calam- 
ity, Harvard Hall wa$ occupied by them in consequence of the alarm ex- 
cited by the existence of the small pox in Boston. At the instigation of 
Governor Bernard, they immediately appropriated ^2,000 to erect a new 
building in place of that which had been destroyed while occupied by 
them. A general subscription Vas made for the same purpose among the ^ 
towns and counties of the State, amounting to J'STS 16^. 9rf.* A gene- 
rous sympathy was shown by many persons in the parent country. The 
subscription of Thomas Hollis, for the new building, was £2QlO, The 
friends of the institution manifested not less zeal and liberality in supply-, 
«ng the new hall with books. The General Assembly of New Hampshire 
gave books to the value* of «;^300 sterling. The Society for propagating 
the Gospel in New England and adjacenrt parts gave 0^200 sterling, 
and the Society for propagating the Gospal it foreign parts gave J'lpO for 
the library. In 1790 the library had increased to 12,000 volumes; in 1830, 
to 30,000. It is almost entirely the fruit of individual munificence. First 
among its distinguished benefactors stands the name of Thomas Hollis, 
whose ^^deeds of peace" entitle liim to our warmest respect and gratitude. 
The books which, during the first ten years of the present library, he 
placed upon its shjelves, were very numerous,! admirably chosen, and 
many of them elegantly bound, and containing curious and interestir^^ 
notes in his own handwriting. At his decease, in 1774, he bequeathed 
vo the college a sum of money which now constitutes a fund of $3,000, 
the interest of which is laid out in the purchase of books. In a note in - 
Giggdus' Thesaurus Ling- Arab., he states that he has ^^been particularly 
industrious in collecting grammars and lexicons of the oriental root lan- 
guages, to send to Harvard College, in hopes of forming by that means, 

•Sec sketch of Ahistory of Harvard CoJlege, by Samuel A. EJiot, Boeton, 1848. 

t The arrivals of 43 "cases" are noted on the records at different iatejrvals during this period. 
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'assisted by the encigyof the leaders, always beneficent^ a few prime 
scholars ^nouors to their country and lights to mankind.'* 

Thomas Brand HoUis gave to the library many excellent books, and at 
his decease, in 1806, one hundred pounds sterling. Hon. John Hancock, 
in pursuance of the known intention-qf his uncle, Thomas Hancock, whose 
estate he inherited, presented to the library in 1767 five hundred and fifty- 
four pounds sterling. He gave for himself, also, ^^a large collection of 
chosen authors." Thomas Palmer, of Boston, in 1772, presented " the 
Antiquities of Herculanseum, and Piranesi's Views of Rome, in 20 folio 
vols.;" and at his decease, in 1820, bequeathed his library of nearly 1,200 
^« choice and costly volumes," valued at $2,600. Samuel Shapleigh, 
librarian of the university, in 1801, gave a piec^ of land anc^ the residue 
of his estate for the increase of the library. The sum obtained from this 
bequest was $3,000, the interest of which is applied *to the purchase of 
books in modern literature. Israel Thorndikcj of Boston, purchased and 
presented, in the year 1818, the celebrated library of Professor Ebeling,of 
HamtouKfh, containing 3,200 volumes of works mostly relating to America, 
and a coltection of 10,000 maps and charts, *' probably unrivalled by any- 
other collection of the kind in the world." The whole cost |6,50O. 
In 1823 Samuei A. Eliot, of Boston, purchased and presented the valu- 
able collection of books relating to America ®f D. B, Warden, consisting 
of 1,200 volumes, besides maps, prints, and charts,* costing $5,000. 
The " Boylston Medical Library,'' of more than 1,100 volumes, was pre- 
sented by Ward Nicholas Boylston. The sum of $2,000, given to the 
university in 1825, by Hon. Peter O. Thacher,' ''from a fund left him in 
trust by the late William Breed, esq., of Boston," was applied by the cor- 
poration to the purchase of books for the library. The Hon. Christopher 
Gore, who had previously enriched the law library by frequent and vala- • 
able donations* at his death, in 1831, left by will to the college the residue 
of his estate, of which $38,000 are reserved for annuities bequeathed by 
him. The whole ultimately receivable by the college amounts to $94,888. 
From this fund Gore Hall, the present library building, has been erected. 
In 1842 the sum of $21,008 was subscribed by thirty -four gentlemen is 
Boston and vicinity, fo!" th^ purchase'of books; hot as a permanent fand, 
but for use when wanted. In 1844 Horace A. Haven bequeathed, for the 
purchase of mathematical aUd agtronomical works for the hbrary, the supa 
of $3,000. In 1845 the Hon. William Prescott bequeathed $3,000, 
which has been expended for books on American history, topography, &c. 
In 1846 Hon. Thomas Grenville, of London, gave, through President 
Everett, J'lOO for the purchase of books for the library.f 

The library of the university is at present divided into four departments, 
viz: public, law, theological, and medical. 

The public library contains 56,000 volumes of printed books and bound 
manuscripts. The volumes in the library were counted J\ily 1 1 , 1849, and 
found to be 55,605. Including the additions since made, the number 
may be put down at 56,000; this includes the bound manuscripts. The 
unbound pamphlets and serial works are estimated, exclusive of duplicate^, 

• Mr. Warden subsequently made a second collection, which was bought by the State library 
of New York. • 

1 1 have been able to notice only the moflt important donations to the library. For a full list 
of them, see the oppend^ix to Eliot's History of Harvard College; coropare^o tke preface to the 
catalogue, by Benjamin Pierce. 
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to be 35^00; they proljably exceed this number. No enumeration of 
MSS. separate irom the foregoing has been made. In 1819, seven Greek 
MSS. were procured in Constantinople, one a fragment of an Evangelistary, 
probably of the ninth century j there are- some Latin MSS,, and several 
oriental MSS., in A.rSibic, Persian, Hindostanee,. Japanese, etc. Of Ro- * 
man coins and medals, the library l>as 671 in coppei:^43 in silver, and I \ • 
in goldf of ancieirt'*coins other than Roman, 8j there are about 500 modern 
coins of all sorts, and 35 modern medals. The annual increase of the li- 
brary since 18;i2 has been as follows: For the years ending — 

Volumes. Pamphlets. Vo'uifles. Pamphlets. 

July 13,1832 - 1,299, 255, including 502 and • 190 given, 

July 12, 1833 - 602, 212, do 156- 804 do 

July 11, 1834 - 815, 737, Jo 371 733 " do , 

July 10, 1835 . 227, • 184, do 156 • 181 do 

July 15, 1836 - 1,343, 237, do 384 153 do 

July 14, 1837 - 1,043, 205, do 310 185 do 

•July 13, 1838 - 803, 200, do 317 172 do 

July 12, 1839 - 551, 5:^2, do 238 532 do 

July 10, 1840 - 251, 249, do 161 .242 do 

July 9,1841 • . 881, 1,402, do 270 1,119 do 

July 11, 1842 -. 840, 700, do 419 700 do . - 

"July 11, 1843 - 1,353, 1,597, do 322 1,421 . do 

July 9,1844 - 3,645, 1,333, do 453 1,318 do ^ 

Jutyl5,1845 . 2,928, 3,806, do 652 3,122 do • 

July 14, 1846 - 2,018, 3,477, do 679 3,319 do 

July 13, 1847 . 1,762, 3,321, do 1,072 3,205 do 

July 11, 1848 . 1,523, 2,632, do 540 2,520 do 

July 11, 1849 - , 724, 1,645, do 3?6 1,580 do. 

As the books bought for the last seven years have been procured with 
the money subscribed in 1842, they are to be considered as donations; so i 
that all the additions since 1842 are strictly gifts. The only permanent 
fund for the increase of the library yields $450 per annum. In 1842, the 
sum of $22,000 was raised by subscription, to be applied to the purchase 
of books, but- not as « permanent fund. This sum is now reduce^ • ti>> 
$5,883, which will probably be entirely expended in the course of two or 
three years. Among the late additions are works in modern English .lit- 
erature, German literature, with the classical and other departments, sei^i 
entific works, etc.* 

The only permanent fund for the increase of the library is the combined 
HoUis and Shapleigh fund, which yields, abouf $450 per annum.* The 
principal is $6,000. The public library is kept in Gore Hall, the founda^' 
tion of which was laid April 25, 1837, and to which the books w^re re^ 
moved July, 1841. The Outer walls of the building ^e of rough stone 
(Quincy granite, or sienite,) laid in regular courses, with hanoimered stone 
buttresses, towers/ pinnacles, drip stones, &c. The inner walls, colunms, ^ 
find the main floor (which tests on solid "brick arches) are of brick, the 
floor covered with hardpine boarfs; the other parts finished with plasti&r. 
The partitions are strengthened witli iron columns concealed within them-) 
and the roof and galleries rest on iroDjvLfters.*- The whole cost, in^litding 

♦BiWiolhecaSacra, January, 1850. 
Mis.««i3 ■ .«'••,;,■. >• C^ ' T' 
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•the heating apparatus, '\rag little.short of f75,60O. It U in the<)rm of a 
latin cross, the extreme length of which externally is 140 feet, and 
through the transept 81 J feet. The interior contains a hall 112 feet long 
and 35 feet high, with a vaulted' ceiling, supported by 20 ribbed columns. 
The spaces between the columns and side walls are divided by partitions 
into stalls or alcoves ftr books above and below -the gajlery, which is 12J 
feet from the floor. One transept is used for a reading-room, and the other 
is divided into three apartments for books. (See Qaincy's History of 
Harvard University) II, page 699.) The books are arranged according to 
subjects. - 

A catalogue of the old library in 102 pages 4to. was published in 1723, 
with th^ title, ^^Catalogus Librorum Bibliothecse CoUegii fiarvardini quod 
est CantabrigiaB in Nova Aftglia. Bost. Nov. Angl. typis B. Cjreen." 

After the burning of the library a "Selectior Catalogus in usnm Aca- 
demiae Alumnorum^' was published, but no copy of it exists in the library. 

Another, ^^Catalogus Bibliothecse Harvardianae. Cantabrigias, Nov. 
Ajaglorum. Bostoniae, typis T. and J. Fleet, 1790;'' 8vo., 358 pages. 

The last printed catalogue is entitled: ^^ A Catalogue of the Library 
of Harvard University, in Cambridge, Massachusetts: 3 vols. Svo, Camb., 
1830.'r . 

This catalogue was prepared by Benjamin Peirce, then librarian. The 
first two volumes (952 pages) contain an alphabetical catalogue. The 3d 
volume (223 pages) contains' a systematic index, in the five classes rthebl- 
ogy, jurisprudence, arts and sciences, belles-lettres, history; with a sixth 
division, comprising works relating to America. Each class has numer- 
ous subdivisions. 

As a 4th volume, was published "A catalogue of the maps and charts 
in the library of Harvard University, 8vo. Camb., 1831;*' 322 pages; also 
prepared by Mr. Peirce. ' 

A ^^Pirst Supplement" to the catalogue, prepared by the present libra- 
rian, was published in 1834, (260 pp. 8vo ) containing the additions to 
the library up to September 1, 1833. " , 

All officers and students of the University, officers of the State govern- 
ment and members of the legislature, clergymen of all denominations 
living within ten miles of the library, benefactors to the- library to the 
amount of $40 during the\r residence in Cambridge, and all persons 
temporarily residing in Cambridge^ for purposes of study, may bor- 
now books from the library, under certain ^conditions prescribed in the 
laws. "A ready admittance, and the requisite information and facili- 
ties fox examining and consulting the works, are afforded to allfisftors. 
The privileges graijted to individuals are not exceeded by those enjoyed at 
any other institution of a siitiilar kind, and are believed to be in all respects 
«ts great as a due regard to general accommodation and to the preservation 
of the books wouffl. permit." — [Preface to catalogue.] 

A small sum is assessed on the students for the use of the library. All 
other persons are allowed to take out books without charge. The library 
is very much used for the purpose of consultation, not only by persons 
who are entitled to borrow books, but by others.. The books have not 
suffered much by insects. The injury has been confined mostly to old 
Ibooks infested before they came to the library, and to some othiars .which 
were kept in closed cabinets. The present officers are: librarian, Thad- 
4eus William Harris, M. D.; asiSistant, Rev. John L. Sibley; temporary • 
.a89]3tant« Mr. Ezta Abbot; janitor. Mr. Thomas Kiernaii; 
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The sicieiy {«6mnfe$ connected with the coUege contain about 12y0(]l9 
volaraes." 

Such deficiencies in contemporary literature as the students have at any 
time felt in using the public library, they have attempted to supply in their 
society libraries. 

The oldest society of students of Harvard CoUege is The Instituie o^ 
1770. It was formed in that year, as a debating club, with other litdrary 

Earik>ses. Different clubs have since been joined to this society, and the 
brary consists of the collections formed by them for tl\eir members from 
the current literature of the periods when they were purchased. Present 
library 2,500 volumes; annual increase ^bout one hundred. 

The Parcellum Cluib is a convivial and literary' club of many years 
standing* Considerable annual Editions from the periodical and ^th^ 
current literature are made to its library, which is the largest society 
library connected with the university, and contains a large number of 
valuable editions. At present it consists of about 5,000 volumes. 

Tke Hasty Pudding Club — a social and literary organization foiinded 
in 1795^— has a library which was established thirteen years afterwards. 
It now contains about 3,500 volumes. The annual increase is now 
about 300 volumes — the additions being made at present solely by the 
donations of the members. The intention of the library is to give to the 
Rfembers of the club those facilities for reference and relaxation which are 
ordinarily afforded by a gentleman's private library^ It therefore consists 
of a selection from standard literature, in collecting which an.especial de- 
sign has been to embrace complete sets of the leading reviews, as well aa 
thecurrentliteratureof the day. , ' 

The Cambridge Alpha of the Phi Beta Kappa society is the oldest 
branch of that institution since the parent at Williams CoUege expired. 
It was founded 'in 1781. For several* years after ths^ lime a library of 
English standaifi literature was collected, which amounts to«about 500 
volumes.^ No additions have been made to it in recent years. 

The Natural History ^ Rumfordj and Herm6Ban societies — associations 
comparatively recently formed — have small, but increasing libraries. The 
Harvard Chapter of the Alpha Deka Phi society has a small library con- 
taining merely the books written by its graduate members, and a collec- 
tion of i^riodicals. These may be set down together at 600 volumes. 

The Lau> Library was commenced by the purchase of the valuable 
collection of Judge Story. It is in the buildiug erected for the Law 
School. It contains about 1^,000 volumes — having cost, excluding 
large donations, more than $35,000. '^It includes all the American re- 
ports, and the statutes of the United States, as well as those of all the 
States, a regular series of all the English reports, including the Year 
Books, and also the English statutes, as well as the principal treatises in 
American and English law, besides a large collection of Scotch, FrencK, 
German, Dutch, Spanish, Italian, and other fareign law, and a very 
ample collection of the best editions of the Roman or civil law, togetbei 
with the^ works of the most celebrated conunentators upon that law."— • 
[Annual Catalogue, 1849-'50*J 

^<This library," (say the committee of ov^seers in their annual report 
for 1849,) ^^is one of the largest and most valuable relating to law to be 
found in the country. As an aid to study it cannot be estimated too 
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highly. Here the student may range at will throtrgh' all the deftiesnes of 
jurisprudence. Here he may acquire a knowledge of the books of his . 
j>rofession; learning their true character and value, whicli* will be of in^ 
calculable service to him in his future labors. Whoso knows how to use 
a library, possesses the very keys of knowledge^ Next to knowing the 
law, is knowing where the law is to be found." ' 

The library is open for the use of students during the term, and those 
who desire it -pursue their studies there, especially in the preparation of 
their moot-court cases. 

Severs^l catalogues of the library have been published; one (not, we be- 
lieve, the first) was m 80 pages 8vo., 1833; a supplement (16 pages 8 vo.) 
contained the books bequeathed to the library by Hon. Samuel Livermore, 
6f P^ortsmouth, N. H. A general catalogue of the library was published in 
1834, (228 pages 8vo.) This excellent catalogue, prepared by Charles 
Sumner, esq., is alphabetical, with a systerriatic index. The preface con- 
tains an interesting sketch of the history of the library.. The fourth edi- 
tion,' with the additions, W£is printed in 1846, in 354 pages 8vo. -^ " 

>^ The Theological library is in Divinity Hall. Persons entitled to its 
privileges must he connected with the Divinity School. Number of books 
about 3,000. They consist of valuable select works, principally in 
modern theology, with some of the early fathers in the original. Means 
have been recently devised to add to the library valuable modern works 
in theology and morafls,.as they are ptiblished.. 

• ^' The, Mediccd library is in the Medical College in Boston, it isp laced 
there for th5 convenience of students attending the medical lectures. The 
numberof books is about 1 ,200. It contains all th6 elementary wolrks whieh 
^re the most important and the most used by students. Besides these, it 
ha$ the writings of the early Grpek and Latin inedical. fathers and the 
works of the later medical classics; and, with the latter, it contains numer- 
ous valuable modem works." t 

CAMBRIDGEPORT. 

- Parish Library— 500 vols. — This library was founded in 1849. ^\One 
-hundred volumes were given by a member of the society; nearly as many 
more, formerly belonging to the Sunday School Teachers' Libiaiy, have 
been transferred to this; the others have been purchased from the proceeds 
of the coirtributions at church.'/ "Every family belonging to the society 
will be entitled to one volume at a time, which may be kept two weeks.''' 
A catalogue containing 8 pages 12mo. was printed in 1849. B. L. Whit- 
ney, librarian. 

* GROTOW. 

Library 6f Lawrence Academy — 2,660 vols, — In 1827, at the recom- 
mendation of Mr. Elizur Wright, then the preceptor of the academy, th6 
trustees commenced the formation of a library, by the purchase of eighty «. 
six books. For t6n years these, without any additions, were used by 
the students. They were the only ones ever purchased by the corpora* 
tion. In 1888, Mr, Amos Lawrence, of Boston, made a donation of 180 
Volumes, and, up to the commencement ©f the year 1860, his successive 
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gifts comprise 2,0) voluines — ji«arly ihe whole collection • Sixty volumes, 
were preseiited by the American Tract Society; sixty -three were the re- 
plies of the library of a literary society formerly connected with the school; 
four were a gift from the corporation of Harvard College, through the 
kindness of President Sparks; a'few werereceived fronvniembers of Con- 
gress. The library is " well selected, free from all corrupting, and trashy 
literature, and adapted to form a taste for useful and solid reading.'^ The 
library is open on Wednesday to the male pupils, and on Saturday to the 
females. -A catalogue in 8vo.,.206 pages, was printed at Lowell in 1850; 
it is alphabetical, with a classified index; it is in every respect a well ex- 
ecuted work, . From the preface^ signed by James Means, the present 
preceptor^ we have gathered the facts stated above. 

LAWRENCE, ""' 

T7be* Franklin Library — S50 vob, — The Franklin Library Assotiation 
was incorporated April 24, 1847, and possesses 850 volumes. A catalogue 
of the books (14 pages 12mo.) was printed in 1848. The library is opened 
on Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p. m., and on Saturdays from 12 m. to 1 p. m., 
from 4 to 5 and from 7 to 8 p. m. N* W. ^armdn, librarian. 

V 
^ LOWELI,. 

Oity School Liftrory— 7,492 vols. — Founded in 1844. First opened for 
the delivery of books February 11, 1845. It contains 7,492 volumes. 
The first purchase consistetVof 3,800 volumes. There have since been 
added from 1,000 to 1,500 volumes annually. The city drew from the 
State its proportion of a fund that had been accumulating for the purpose 
of forming school libraries, amounting to $1,215, and appropriated $2,000 
to purchase this library. The next year the appropriation wa^ $1,000, 
and since then it has been $500 yearly for the purchase of books. The 
library occupies a room 60 feet by 28, on the ground floor of a brick build- 
ing belonging to the city, and pentrally located. The books are arranged 
according to si2e, without regard to subjects, and each volume is num- 
bered. The 'first catalogue (printed. 1844) contains 66 pages IGoro. 
Four annual supplements have been printed, containing each 21 pages. 
The library is open every day, except Sunday, from 2 to 5 and from 7 
to 9 p. m. Every citizen may take books out of the hbrary, by giving 
satisfactory evidence that they will be carefully used, and by paying fifty 
cents annually. The number of subscribers is about 800, entitled to two 
volumes per week each. Josiah Hubbard, librarian. 

Library of the Middlesex Mechanics^ Association — 5,386 vols, — Incor- 
porated in 1825. Reading-room established 1834. The library contains 
/j,386 volumes. During the last ten years, the annual average expendi- 
ture for the purchase of books has been $314. In 1833-'34 the associa- 
tion erected a large building of brick, at an expense of $29,486 04, for 
. all the purposes of the association. The library-room is 40 feet by 26^ 
and 11 feet high. The reading-room is of the same size. A catalogue 
was printed in 1840, containing 136 pages 8vo. 89 pages are devoted to 
an alphabetical catalogue of the books, and 47 pages to a classified index, 
the l^rge divisions of which are science, history, literature, government, 
and politics. Theology is included under science. Each division has 
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several subdivisions. A supplement of 22 pages was prfnted in T846, 
All members of the association, and other persons, citizens of Lowell, by 
paying an annual subscription of six dollars, are admitted to the privileges* 
of the library and reading-room. The books are lent out. The library- 
is open every day except Sunday from 2 till 5 o'clock p. m., and in the 
evening from 7 to 9. Strangers may be introduced by members to the 
use of library and reading-room. Mr. Crafts^ librarian. 

. ' . - * . ' 

• NANTUCKET. 

/ . • 

The Athefumm Library — 2,552 vob. — ^The Athena^utri was founded in 
1836. The library was destroyed by fire in July, 1846j refurnished and 
opened to the public in Pebruayy, 1847; contained*, in January, 1849», 
2,532 volumes^ I); has small conchelogical and geological cabinets, a few 
maps,, and several hundred coins of small valu^. 100 volumes were added 
in 1848. A wooden building was erected for the use of the institution in 
1846-'47, containing a lefeture-room, Jibrary-room, and museum — the 
cost, about |5,000. The library-room is 49 feet by 24, and 12 feet high. 
It is arranged in alcoves, and capable of holding 10,000 volumes. Opened 
daily from 1 J to 5 p. m., and on Saturday evenings from 6 to .9. Share- 
holders pay two dollars p6r annum, others three dollars per annum, for 
the use of the books. During the years 1847 and 1848, 5,230 books were 
taken out each yeari William Mitchell, president. 

NEWTON 

Library of the. Theological Seminary — 6,000 vols. — Founded in 1825. 
Contains 6,000 volumes. All persons connected with the institution are 
entitled to the use of the library. The librarian has discretionary powet 
in regardHo lending books to other persons. A catalogue was published 
in 1833, in 12mo. The Seminary belongs to the Baptist denommation. 

PLYMOUTH.' , , . 

T/ie Old Colony Pilgrim Sodefy was formed 9th of November, 1819^ 
for the purpose of commemorating the landing of the pilgrims upon the 
rock of Plymouth, of cherishing the memory of their virtues and suffer- 
ings, and of preserving such well authenticated relics as could then be 
gathered. In 1824 a monumental edifice was erected by the society. It 
is of unwrought split granite, 70 feet in length by 40 in width, and is two 
stories in height. It has a handsome Doric portico. The whole expense 
of the building and appurtenances was about $15,000. In the jedifice a 
room is set apart for a library and a cabinet of curiosities. It has as yet 
but a small number of volumes. It has also some manuscripts relative to 
our early history. The cabinet contains a large number of curiosities of 
great interest. [See History of the Pilgrim Society, by W. Cogswell, in 
the American Quarterly Register for August, 1838, pp. 82-90.] 

ROXBURY. 

Athenceum Library — ^5,000 rofe. — The Roxbury Athenaeum was founded 
May 1^ 1848. The library contains about 5^000 bound volumes, and- 
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about 4,000 pamphlets, and , say, 40 maps and ebarts, abd 100 engravuigs. 
The first year, $1,500 were expended for the library; the second year, 
$600. There. is a permanent fund of $4,000, yielding about $250 per 
aimum. Many books have been received by donation. The library is 
open every day from 8 o'clock to 11 a. m., and from 3 to 5 p. m. The 

i)rice of a share is twenty-five dollars. Annual subscribers p^y four dol- 
ars. Three books may be takeil out at a time by any proprietor or siib- 
ficriber. Over 4,000 were taken out in 18491 A catalogue, 250 pages 8vo., 
was printed in 1649. Benjamin Kent, librarian. 

BAJL,EM. 

The MhencBum Library — 11,000 vols. — ^^ The Salem ^thenaeum, incor- 

E rated in 1810, was formed by the union of the Social and Philosophical 
braries. 

^'In the year 1760, a number of gentlemen signed a covenant for the 
formation of a library in Salem, to be called the *Socisil^ Library.* Thp 
i^umber of shares at the commencement was thirty-two,' at five guineas 
per share. This mimber was afterwards increased by the accession of 
pew members. The library was first deposited in the brick school- house 
in School street, and ther^ continued till 1786, when it was removed tQ 
the new middle school-house, ribw the centre school-house, in Washing- 
ton street. The brick school-house was taken down to erect on ©r near 
its site the court-house; and this last buildinff was also taken down in 
1839'for the accommodation of the Eastern Railroad Company. The 
library was afterwards removed to the Central iSuilding, Central street, * 
where it continued till the union and the formation of the Athenaeum. 

f^From the vear 1775 to 1784, no meetings were held; and the interest 
which was berore manifested in the success of the library was paralyzed 
by the unsettled state of the country during the Revolution. At the res- 
toration of peace, the attention of the proprietors was again directed to the 
state of the library. All fines, forfeitures, &c., that had been mcurred 
during the above-mentioned period, were canaelled, and it was determined 
to begin anew. A fre^ih impulse, thus imparted, rendered its further prog- 
ress successful. In 1797 an act of incorporation was obtained. In 1809 
a catalogue was*printed. • ' • 

" During the revolutionary war, the vessel on board of whkh a part of 
the library of the celebrated Dr. Richard Kirwan* was shipped for trans* 
portation across the Irish Channel was captured by an American privateer. . 
These books were brought into Beverly and sold, A company of gentle*^ 
men, consisting of the Rev. M. Cutler, LL. D., of Hamilton; Rev. J. Wii- 
lard, D. D., LL. D., and Joshua Fisher, M. D., of Beverly; Rev. T. Bar- 
nard, D. D., Rev J. Prince, LL. D., E. A. Holyoke, M. D., LL. D., and 
Dr. J. Orne, of Salem, &c., became the purchasers; and thns wag laid 
the foundation of the ' Philosophical Library.' An offer of remunerktion 
was -afterwards made to Dr. Kirwan, who generously declined it, express* 
ing his satisfaction that his, valuable library had found so useful a destina- 
tion. Rev. Joseph Willard was the librarian from the commencement till 

''*Dr, Kirwan, a chemical philosopher, was born in Ireland about the middle of the lafit 4sem 
tavy, and died in 1812. Hi« principal works are, *An E-^say on (be Constitution of Acids,' 'EL 
ements of Mineralogy,' in two vols. 8vo., and a work oa lo^ic, published in 1809. — Penny Cy 
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his removal to Cambridge^ in December, 1781, ta enter upon the duties 
Qf president of Harvajrd University. /The Rev. Dr. Prince was^then ap- 
pointed his successor, and continued in office till the union, in 1810. Tbe 
late N. Bowditch, LL. D., when a yourig man, was enabled, through the 
kindness of the proprietors, to pursue his studies under very favorable au- 
spices, by having free access to this library^ which contained many im- 
portant scientific books. In order to repay the debt of gratitude which he 
felt he had incurred, he left in his will, made fifty years afterwards, the 
sum of one thousand dollars for the use of the Salem Athena&um. 

^^At the formation of the Atheneeum, the books were deposited in "the 
rooms occupied by the Social Library. In April, 1815, they were removed 
to rooms in Esse?: Place. In 1825 they were again removed to the rooms 
over the Salem Bank; and finally, in the spring of 1841, to^ the present 
spacious hall in Lawrence Place, recently fitted for their reception. The 

{present number of shares is ninety- seven. Number of volumes in the 
ibrary, 9,000. They have been principally obtailied by the sale of shares, 
and by annual assessments " * 

The library increases at anr average rate of 250 volumes per annum. 
About $400 are annually appropriated for the purchasfe of books. There 
is a permanent fund for the iilcrease of the library yielding about $160 ja 
year. There have been several catalogues printed. 
Catalogue of the Social Library, 1809 - - - 8vo. 42pages» 

Do do Salem Athenaeum, 1811 - - 8vo. 72 << 

Do do do do "^ 1818 - - 8vo. 77 '' 

Do do do • do 1826 - - Svo. 95 *^f 

Do do .do do 1842 - - 'Svo. 171 '' 

Supplement to the same 1849 - . Svo. 13 ^' 

The catalogue of 1842, by Thomas Cole, esq., consists of two parts: 
the first, of 93» pages, contains the title^ of the books, systematically ar- 
ranged; the second (pp. 95 — 171) a list of about 1,600 pamphlets, inserted 
alphabetically under the names of their respective authors. - A short ac- 
count of each author, as faf as could be ascertained, is. affixed, noticing 
thfe year of his birth and death , the college or university at which he was 
graduated, the principal places of residence, occupation, &c. It is skill- 
f*lly and accurately prepared. , • 

' The library is open every day, except Sundays, from 8 o'clock a. m. 
till sunset. Proprietors and their families, also settled clergymen of the 
. city and neighboring towns, are entitled to the use of the books. Pro- 
prietors have the liberty to introduce strangers as readers. " N.o record is 
kept of the number thus introduced. Charles J. Whipple, librarian. 

The library at present contains about 11 ,000 volumes. *The pamphlets, 
abour 2,000 in number, forming a very valuable collection, are mostly 
bound in volumes. This is not only an excellent library for popular use, 
but it contains an unusually lai^e proportion of works of standard value. 
Early theological* and scientific works, and the transactions of learned 
societies, are more fully represented tTian in most libraries of this kind. 
The later additions have been well selected, and mostly in. the depart- 
ments of modern history, biography, voyages and travels, and general 
ilnglisK literature. 

Library of the Essex Institute— 2,522 vols. — This society was incoT- 

*£lee introductory remarks to the catalogue, 184S. 
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porated in 1848, and formed by the union of th6 Essex Historical Society 
(incorporated in 1821) and the Essex County Natural History Society, 
(incorporated in 1836.) The library containS42,522 jolumes, 20 MSS«, 
25 maps, 30 paintings or engravings of the former presidents of the His- 
torical Society, and some of the worthiest New England, a few coins, a 
good collection of objects of natural history, in the several departments of 
nature, a few Indian relics, &c. For the last ten years about 250 volumes 
and 350 pamphlets have been added annually, and principally by dona- 
tion.* For the same period about $100 per annum have been expended 
in the purchase of books. The room is accessible at all times to members 
of the society who may take out books, A considerable number of per- 
sons visit the library daily for the purpose of consulting the books. Henry 
M. Brooks^ librarian. 

IMrary, of the Mechanics^ InsUiui;e-^3 fiOO vols. 

NoTE.-r-For the following additional informqjiop respecting public 
libraries in Salem we are indebted to Dr. Henry Wheatland, of that city: 

TTie East India Marine Society has a library containing- 300 volumes, 
some 20 or 30 of which are manuscript journals of sea voyages, (fcc. The, 
museum belonging to this society is one of the most valuable and inter- 
esting in the country. Charles M. Endicott, president. 

This society, whofee membership is confined to those who have doubled 
Cape Horn and the Capeof Goo'd Hope, as masters of vessels, was fornied 
in 1799, and incorporated in 1801, A catalogue of the museum, &c., 
was printed in 1831, (178 pp. 8vo.) 

The Essex Southern District Medical Society y formed in 1805, consists 
of those members of the Medical Society residing in Salem- and the other 
towns in the southern section pf the county.* TRe library contains 1,000 
volumes, and is located in the Lyceum Building. Dr.E. B. Peirson/ 
librscTrian. ; ' 

The Essex Agricultural Society ^ formed in 1818 under the auspices of 
the late Hon. T* Pickering, its first president, has within a few inrnths past 
purchased the agricultural library of the late Henry Colman, containing 
625 volumes. These, with a few volumes previously in its possession, 
will make the library contain 650 volumes. It is deposited in a room in 
the City Hall, Salem. John W. Proctor, of Danvers, president. - 

The Salem Evangelical £ri6rarj/,. founded in 1818, contains 1,400 vol- 
umes. Rev. B. Emerson, D. D., librarian. 

Besides these, three religious societies possess libraries containing to- 
gether 2,500 volumes; the public school libraries contain 3,600 vdlumes; 
5ie Sabbath school libraries 8,000 volumes— making- an aggregate, in- 
cluding the AthenaBum, the Mechanics' Library, and the Ubrary of the 
Essex Institute, of 34,192 volumes^n the public libraries of the city. 

WILLIAMSTOWN. 

Williams College Libraries — 10,559 vols. — The college library was 
.founded contemporaneously with the college in 1793, and contains at 
present 5,993 volumes, the charts of the United States coast survey, and a 
very few coins, . The yearly average increase for the last ten years has 
been 188 volumes. Yearly expenditure, $190. A brick building was 
erected for the accommodation of the library, by Hon. Amos Lawrence, of 
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Boston, in 1847, at a cosf of $7,000. It is oalled Lawrence Hall. In 
form it is a regular octagon, each side 19 feet, and is found to be very con- 
venient. A catalogue, 5i pages 8vo. , was printed in 1,845. The first was 
printed in .1794, others in 1812 and 1828. The library is opened one 
hour every Wednesday and Saturday during term time. The students ot 
the two lower classes pay 40 cents each, per term, for the use of books; 
those of the two upper classes pay 50 cents each. Books are lent out to 
cler^ipen and other literary gentlemen, even at a distance from the col-, 
lege, at the discretion of the librarian. About 800 are taken out annually. 
Prof John Tatlock, librarian. 

Besides the coUeee library, are the libraries of two societies of under- 
graduates of the college: 

The Phiiologian Society Library - - - 2,416 vols. 

Philotechni^in Society Library * - . - - 2,150 *^ 

As the building erected for the library of this college is one of the few, 
in the planning of which the internal conveniences have been .primarily 
consulted, it may not be amiss to give in this place a somewhat n^inute 
description of it. 

It was required to erect a building for a library of 6,000 volumes, capa- 
ble ot accommodating 30,000,and of being extended so as to hold 50,000, 
or more,* without interfering with the part first built. The edifice was' to 
be of brick, substantial and tasteful, and not to cost more than $7,000. 
These, it must be confessed^ are somewhat difficult conditions to meet. 

The building is in form a regular octagon, each side 19 feet, the whole 
height 40 feet. The elevation presents a principal story of the Ionic order, 
with arched windows, one on each side, and plain pilasters. There is a 
rusticated basfement 13 feet in height. The entrance is by a single dooic 
iu one face of the octagon. This door opens upon a vestibule, from which 
rises a circular staircase conducting to the library story, and intended,* 
when the increase of the library may demand it, to be carried up ta the 
galleries. Leaving, for the present^ the basement, we will notice the prin- 
cipal story. This is occupied as the library. It is lighted from the sides 
and the top; is cheerful, airy, and elegant. In the centre is a circular 
colonade of 8 Ionic pillars, from which springs a dome, surnaounted by 
a lantern. The cases for the books are to be placed against the walls, and 
radiating from the columns to the corners of the octagon, thus dividing 
the room into 8 alcoves and a circular area in the centre. 0;ie of these 
alcoves contains a circular staircase. The shelves at first built are only 
7 feet high, and will contain say 10,000 volumes. When more shelves 
are re<juired, a lijght iron gallery is to be laid upon the top of the cases, ^ 
and another set of shelves, also 7 feet in height, is to be placed upon the 
first. This gallery is reached by a continuation of the circular staircase, 
one staircase being sufficient for so compact a library. The room will 
admit three such tiers of shelves. Thus the apartment will hold 30,000 
volumes; all of which may be reached without the use of movable lad- 
ders. '^J'he librarian's desk is in the centre; from it he can see, by simply 
turning round, every person and every book in the room. 

The basement is divided into rooms corresponding in shape to the al- 
coves of the library. One of these divisions and the central area form 
together a lobby conununicating with the several rooms. Another of the 
divisions is occupied by the stairs. Two others form q room for the meet-r- 
ings of the trustees aad for a reading-room of periodicals. The divisioiii 
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of the octagon directly behind the stkirs, serves as an entrance to the cel- 
lar and as a lnmbei;.room. The first toom on the left of the lobby is the 
"packing-room," into which all boxes of books are to be first brought, to 
be unpacked and examined. All books to be bound, or to be sent away 
for any purpose, should be invoiced and packed here. A dumb-waiter 
communicates with the library above. Next to the packing room, and 
opening into it, is the librarian's room; next to that a room for engravings, 
manuscripts, and other articles which require to be kept apart firom the 
principal collection and guarded with special care. 

WORCESTER. 

Ldbrqry of the American Antiquarian Society— 18 ^OC^ vols — The Amer- 
ican Antiquarian Society was incorporated October 24, 1812. The present 
number of volumes in the library somewhat exceeds 18,000, Its mapu- 
scripts, though of much interest to the student of New England history, 
can not readily be enumerate^: Many maps, charts, engraviAgs, medals, 
&<j., belong to the collection. The average* annual increase, for the last 
ten years, ^ has been 404 books and 1,048 pamphlets. The accessions to 
the library* are chiefly donations. There is no ftind solely for the pur- 
chase of books, and no regular appropriation. The general funds of the 
society amount to $30,038 33. About $200 were expended in 1848. A 
brick building was erected in 1820 at a cost of about $10,000. It consists 
of a central edifice 60 by 40 feet, and two stories high, with wings each 
28 by 20 feet, also two stories high. The only catalogue which has been 
published was printed in 1837, and contains 582 pages royal 8vo. The 
r^^iar hours lor keeping the library open are from 9 a. m. to 1 p. m., 
and fi-om 2 to 5 p. m.; Saturday afternoons excepted. Th# library is free 
to the public for use on the premises. But books are not lent out, except 
that, by a special act of the council in each case, permission may be had to 
,take bookg from the town, a bond being given for their safe return. It is 
impossible to say how many persons consult the library einnually. The 
number is very large. Samuel F. Haven, librarian. 

The preface to the catalogue contains the following sketch of the histo* 
ry of this library, 'v^hich, from its public interest, we insert in full: 

The^library of the American Antiquarian Society owes its origin to the 
sound judgment and sagacious foresight, not less. than to the public spirit 
and zeal for the diffusion of knowledge, which marked the character of 
Isaiah Thomas, the venerable founder of the institution. The important 
contributions made by Dr. Thomas, both as an author and a printer, to the 
calise of good learning, need not here be repeated; they already form apart 
of our public history. From his press much of the early literature of the 
country was supplied, and to his pen was it occasionally indebted for sug- 
gestions and illustiations, in the form of notes, prefaces and appendices, 
giving increased value to the publications which issued under his auspices. 
His << History of Printing," written after his retirement from business, 
was the fruit of his past industry and research, and is a standard woirk on 
the shelves of our principal libraries. 

During his active period of life, while engaged in the publication of 
books, to an extent which kept nearly twenty presses in constant operation, 
and at the same time in conducting a magazine and newspaper of wide 
circulation, Mr. Thomas n^cessaijly collected' many books, pamjdilets, and 
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papers, which already constituted a* library of conmderable magnitude. 
To this he subsequently^made additions with a view to the preparation of 
his History. After the publication of that work, he justly considered the 
library which he had been gradually gathering, as a treasure of too much 
value to society to be hoarded in private while he lived, ar^d perhaps scat- 
tered to the four winds at his'decease. He was led by this consideration 
to propose an association for collecting and preserving the materials of his-, 
toxy, to^yhose charge he might intrust his literary treasures, for the use of 
the present and future generations, and with the fond expectation that they 
would be the embryo of a collection hereafter to rival the famous libraries 
of Europe. His 'design was submitted to his friends, wrth whose advice 
and assistance he matured a plan of organization for t'^e American Anti- 
quarian Society, and procured an act of incorporation October 24, 1812. 
He was elected the first president, and continued in that office till his 
decease, ApriL4, 1831, at the age of 82. 

Immediately after the incorporation of the society, Mr. Thomas bestowed 
upon it his library, then composed of about dfiOO bound volumes, a great 
nuihber of pamphlets, and a series of newspapers far more complete than 
any other existing in America. Soon afterwards a donation of 900 volumes 
was received through the hands of Mrs. Hannah Crocker, a desceiidant 
of the Mather family, (in part a gift from herself, and partly a purchase by 
Mr. Thomas,) being the remains of the library forme^y belonging to In- 
Qrease and Cotton Mather, the most ancient in Massachusetts, if not in 
the United States. A valuable addition was also made to the library and 
cabinet by the legacy of Rev. William Beritley, D. D.,df Salem. The 
books bequeathed by Dr. Bentley amounted to several hundred volumes, 
principally Gejman editions and in the German tongue, besides a collection 
of oriental manuscripts, including a splendid illuminated copy of the 
Koran, and seveiral commentaries thereon. 

Our munificent founder continued to cherish the child of his old age 
with truly parental assiduity. Every year he made liberal donations of. 
books and rare curiosities, some ol which were procured by him at consid- 
erable expense. The whole amount of his donations in books was between 
7,000 and_8,000 bound volumes, a large number of unbound tracts, and 
the greater proportion of all the newspapers now belonging to the society. 
He was at the charge of printing the first volume of Transactiorts, pub- 
lished in 1820. In the same year he erected the edifice now occupied by 
the society, and gave it for their exclusive use. And to crown his bene- 
factions and place the existence and usefulness of the institution beyond 
the reach, of ordinary vicissitude, he endowed it, at hij decease, with a 
fund, which, if not equal to all its wants, is ample compared with many 
other institutions, and will probably enable it hereafier to do good service 
in the republic of letters. 

There are many other benefactors of the society entitled to their grati- 
tude, among whom it may be permitted to the committee charged with the 
^publication of the catalogue to name the Hon. Thomas L.'Winthrop, our 
present president, whose solicitude for the interests of the institution has 
been unceasing, and who lias enriched the library with many volumes of 
gieat price and rarity. Mr. Thomas Wallcut, of Boston, has been the do- 
nor of a large collection of old books and pamphlets, especially suited to 
the objects and taste of the antiquary. The names of all donors, even of a 
single volume or tract, or any article of cijriosity, are entered on our records, 
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and will be transmitted, on the list of our patrons, to those who may come 
after us. 

Soon after the incorporation of the society, the national government 
made provision for supplying us with copies of the public laws end docu- 
ments. The legislatures of several of the States have geherously made a 
siii\itar provision- The government of Ma^sachust^tts furnishes two sets 
of all the publications ordered by the legislature, including the statutes 
and judicial reports. These documents compose a valuable portion df our 
library; and should the example be imitated by the other States of the 
Uniop, a collection of public documents would soon be formed, whose 
importance to the^tatesman and the historian cannot be too highly esti- 
mated. ^ 

The present [1837] number of bound volumes in the library is about 
12,000, including upwards of 1 ,200 volumes of pamphlets, and more than 
700 bound volumes of newspa}:>ers. There are about 500 pamphlets yet un- 
bound, exclusive of duplicates^ and nearly l,OU0 volumes of unbound 
newspa}3ers. Nearly all the American papers printed before, the Revolution 
are in this collection, and of some of them a more complete series is here 
to be found than is anywhere else in existence. 

The marmscripts of the society are of considerable value, especially that 
portion of them which relates to the early ecclesiastical history of New 
England. They embrace niany of the papers ®f the Mathers — Richard, 
Increase, Cotton, and Samuel; those of John Cotton, minister of the first 
church in Boston, and of John Cotton, the second, minister of Plymouth. 
There are many other manuscripts which have already been consulted 
with advantage by authors, and others who have had occasion to investi- 
gate the venerable records of the past. The lapse of years will add to their 
importance; and those time-defaced pages, which are now merely glanced 
at as objects of curiosity, will hereafter be studied with an intense and 
eager interest. ■ 

The cabinet of the society is not yet of great extent. /The articles of " 
most interest are those illustrating the manners of our fathers, and the 
weapons of war, articles of apparel, and domestic utensils of the abo^ 
rigines of North America. Specimens of this kind, of American origin, 
are more to be desired by an American Society of Antiquaries, than any 
articles, however rare or antique, brought hither froni the ransacked .do- 
mains of the Old World. The cabinet contains a collection of coins, com- 
paratively small, but ' amounting to nearly 2,000 pieces, of which, how- 
ever, many are duplicates. Among th^m is a considerable number of 
coins of the Roman Empire, and a few said to be of still more ^remote 
antiquity. It is believed there are specimens of nearly all the pieces of 
n3oney ever struck in the present United States. 

The library and cabinet of the institution are deposited in a building, 
in the construction and occupation of which great' precaution has been 
taken for the security of the treasures accumulated within its walls. 

Xfae second volume of ^^Archaeologia Americana" has lately issued* 
from the press. The'long delay which took place between the appearance 
of the fiist and of the second volume is to be imputed, not to the want of 
materials for the 'publication, or inclination to spread them before the 
public, but to the want of sufficient funds, which have but recently come 
into the possession of the society. 

The foregoing sketch of the origin of the society, its objects, history, 
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and present condition) it is hoped by. the committee will not be deemed an 
unsuitable introduction to this volume. '. 

A catalogue of the library has long been a desideratum, not only to the 
members .of the society, but to^all who sought access to their archives. 
Without such an index, a great portion of our volumes were no better than 
sealed books to every inquijrer who had not time^ or patience to seek, 
among the undigested mass, for such dates and facts as he desired to as- 
certain. The catalogue now published is almost wholly the work of the 
late lamented librarian, Christopher C. Baldwin, whose decease the soci- 
ety deplores as an irreparable loss. It was prepared by him with great 
care and labor, and is a monument of his untiring industry. It has been 
completed and brought up to the present date, by ..the acting librarian, 
Matuiin L. 'Fisher, esq. Its accuracy, as far at least as regards the bound 
books, has been since subjected to the test of a careful comparison of its 
titles with the correspondent volumes on the shelves of the library* It is 
in the alphabetical form, which has been generally adopted by librarians, 
as moxe simply ijp its arrangement and more convenient for reference, than 
a systematic index. The plan pursued was'to give the name of the author 
when known, and where the work is anonymous, briefly to state the sub* 
ject. Each letter of the alphabet has been paged by itself, to ifacilitate the 
insertion of future additions under the respJective letters, and thu3 render 
a new edition of the whole catalogue unnecessary, at least for .several 
years. Our Ust of books, it will be observed, contains an unusual .propor* 
tion of tracts^ for which reason \t is swollen to a size somewhat dispropor. 
tiohate to the solid contents of the library. Biit we prize this large col- 
lection of pamphlets, as a most important part of those materials for his- 
tory which it is the great object of the society to preserve; and if the list 
was confined to these alone, we should judge it of sufficient consequence 
to warrant a publication. • 

A written catalogueof manuscripts, very minute in its titles and details^ 
is now in a course of preparation, and will be kept in the library for the 
inspection of all who may have occasion to consult it. 

' ^ By order of the Council: 

JOHN PARK, 

The catalogue of this invaluable collection will ere long be reprinted, 
with the additions since the time of the first printing. Prepared by the 
present learned and able librarian, it will be a very important contributioJi 
to the means of investigating the early history of New England. This 
society^ has taken measures to commence the project of stereotyping by 
tftles, so that each library in the country, while it secures a permanent 
catalogue of its own treasures, will help form the general printed and ste- 
reotyped catalogue of all the hbraries. This plan, proposed some years 
ago at the Smithsonian Institution, has received a &ew impulse through 
the favor and support which has been accorded it by the Antiquarian So- 
ciety. 

1 am indebted to Mr. Haven for the following additional particularsr 
respecting this library: 

*^ A prominent feature in the collection /is the Mather Zriftra/y, consisting 
of about 1,000 volumes, and containing probably the greater portion of the 
books owned by Increase and Cotton Mather, as well as those of Richard, 
the father of Increase. The 'first two were emphatically the scholars of 
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their day, in New England; and the wotks they collected fairly represent 
•the Itterature and learning of their time, whether historical, theological, or 
metaphysical, or relating to the natural sciences. This is perhaps the 
oldest private library in the country that has been transmitted froni one 
generation to another. It was obtained from Mrs. Hannah Mather Crock- 
er, grand-daughter of Cotton Mather, and only remaining representative 
of the family in Boston — partly by gift and partly by purchase. It is call- 
ed in the records ^The remains of the ancient library of the Mathers,' 
and, was considered by Isaiah Thomas as 'the oldest library in New Eng- 
land, if not In the United 'States.' With these books was obtained a large 
collection of tracts and manuscripts belonging to the Mathers: the latter 
consisting of sermons,. diaries, correspondence, and common-places. 
Many of the tracts are political, and relate to the period of the Revolution 
and the Commonwealth in Engljind. Taken together, this Mather col- • 
lection is unique, and of great historical value. 

*' The /?ampAfe/5 form another prominent and somewhat peculiar fea- 
ture. They undoubtedly contain a greater number and variety of fugitive 
publications, such as illustrate the character and spirit of the time, than 
can be found elsewhere in the country. Xhose of ancient date are nu- 
merous and curious. ' ^ . 

" The newspapers begin with the first number of the first paper printed 
in the United States; and, though the series* is not perfect, it is, taking 
the whole period together, the most perfect that has been preserved. The 
collection of er/iTtanac;? is, also, the most complete and curious that can 
probably be found in the country. . The niantcscripts are chiefly such as il- 
lustrate New England history. Many are theological; some are treatises 
and commentaries that have not J)een printed. There are many letters 
written by or addressed to the original settlers and their immediate descend- 
ants. There are a few diaries, and an untold quantity of manuscript ser- 
mons. Besides those of an older period, a mass of military papers relating to 
the American Revolution belong to the society, which, at the request of 
the State government, have been deposited in the Stale House at Boston*. 

"As to paintings and engravings ^ besides the femily portraits of the 
Mathers, five in number, the society possesses an original portrait of Win- 
throp (received from the late William Winthrop, of Cambridge,) together 
with the^stonepot, tipped and covered with a silver lydd,' containing the 
genealogy of the direct line in which that heir-loom, thfe pot, had de- 
scended. This stone pot is referred to in Savage's edition of Winthrop's 
.journal. We have also portrait of Endicott, Higginson, John Rogers, the 
martyr; Governors Burnett and Leverett; Hannah Adams; our late presi- 
dents, Isaiah Thomas and Thomas L. Winthrop; Mr. Baldwin, late libra- 
rian; Charles Paxton, by Copleys J\idge Chandler, &c.; and a very con- ^ 
siderable collection of engraved heads in franies, bequeathed by the late 
Dr. Bentlex, of Salem. 

'^ There are also many curious and rare old maps and charts.*^ 

Library of the CoUege of the Holy Om^«:*-4,220 vols. — Founded in 
1843; contains about 4,000 volumes, besides many maps, charts, engra- 
vings and pieces of music, and 650 coins and medals. It is opened every 
day. The professors of the college, and such of the students as have.spe- 
cial leave from the president, are entitled to the use of the books. Books 
Bxe occasionally lent out to persons at a distance from the college. J.. 
O'Callaghan, librarian. 
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A society af students possesses a library of 220 volumes. 

The Library of the Mechanks\ Institute contains over 1,000 volumes, 
nearly all of Ihem choice scientific works recently selected. About $300 
per annum are now applied to the increase of the library. 

The Lyceum Library contains 1 ,300 volume?, selected with care. The 
sum expended for books last year was $100, which is perhaps about the 
average annual amount. 

The Library of the Mamial Labor High School ^ established by the Bapr 

lists iti 1832, contains about 600 volumes. . 

• . * 

PUBLIC SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN MASSACHUSETTS. 

. From the twelfth report of the secretary of the board of education, pre- 
sented November, 1848, we l#arn tha^t the number* of volumes in the 
school libraries was 91,539, and their* estimated value ^43,707. ^^ It 
would be difficult,^' a(Jds the secretary, ^^to mentiou any way in which 
a rnillion of dollars could be more beneficially expended than in supplying 
the requisite apparatus and libraries for our common schools." 

There are|^ixty-seven incorporated academies in the State, many of 
which possess libraries. Some few of these have already been noticed. 

Most of the religious societies possess also Sunday school' librari'%. 
The number of volumes it is difficult to estimate. It must, however, be 
very lafge. These books exert a powerful influence in literature no less 
than in religion and morals* • 

Social libraries exist . in about two-thirds of the towns in the State. 
Some of these have been noticed, but only a small part of all that exist- 
It will be a work of time to gather exact information respecting the whole 
of them. 

By chapter 52, statutes of 1848, the State legislature authorizes the [ 
city of Boston to establish a public library^ and to expend $5,000 a year 
for its. support. Mr. Bigelow, the present mayor of the city, has: presented 
$1,000. Hon. Edward Everett has given a valuable collection of public 
docuirients, comprising more than 1,000 volun^es^ Many books have also 
teen received* from Mr. Vatteraare* Mr. Winthrop, present Senator frona 
this State, has also presented the documents of the general governtaient 
for about ten 'years. 

RHODE I3LAND. ' . 

NEWPORT. ' 

Redwood Library — 1,000 vols, — A catalogue (95 pages 8vo.) of this 
library was published in 1843.^ The preface contains the following his- 
torical sketch of this venerable institution, which has been thought to 
possess sufficient general interest to warrant its publication^ vvitli some 
omissions, in this place: 

<^ The Redwood Library and Athenaeum owes its origin to a literary 
and.philosophical society, which was established in Newport irt the year 
1730. This society was composed of some of the most respectable men 
of the town of Newport, at that period one ©f the most remarkable in the 

* A catalogue had also been primed in 1764, in octavo. 
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Aafierlcan coloiiies, for its ii^efilth> leaTnir^g^ and public spirit. Us origin 
is connected with a splendid name in literature and philosophy. The 
eejebrated Bishop ^etkefeyy who resided at this time on Rhode Island, 
encouraged the £)rmation of this institution, and participated in its dia- 
cui^sions. He was the intimate friend of some of its members; and th^ 
.charm oAis*conver4sation, undoubtedly, gave a delightful interest to its 
meetingi; Berkeley resided on Rhode Island from January, 1729, tp 
September, 1731; and from frequent intercourse with these vigorous- 
minded men, derived that knowledge of American character which 
prompted his muse to utter tjhe prophetic declaration, ^Westward the stay: 
of empire takes its w^y.' 

/'At that period, the advantages of the Association dep^^nded on a sys- 
lem of weekly debacles and converftations upon questions of ulility or in* 
tenest. The formation of a library was, subsequently, considered by theiii 
as*one of the most powerfiil means of acconppUshing their original pui"- 
pose, ' the promotion of knowledge atid virtue,' The system of debates 
was gradually laid aside, and the eneigtes of the society were solely di- 
leoted to the collection of valuable books. Had the establishment of a li- 
brary con^tituwd, originally, an object of the society, the valuable books 
giv^uby bishop Berbeley to Yale Collage and Harvard University, on his 
departure from. Newport, in 1731, would undoubtedly have been presented 
by him to this instituripn,,to individual member^ of which he was. stroQgij 
^toched. / , 

*' In the accomplishment of this new object, a great impulse was given 
by Abraham Redwood, esq., who, in 1747, placed at the disposal of the 
spcieity JoOO sterling, for the purchase of standard books in Loftdoh. To 
give permanence and usefulness to his donation, Mr. Redwood enioip^d 
on the society the duty of erecting an edifice as a depository for such books • 
M might be purchased. In pursuance of their object, a charter of inc(9r- 
poration wasobtainf^d in 1747, and the society, in honor of their most.U^- 
«ral benefactor, assumed the name of the Redwood Library Company. 
Por the erection of a library building, five thousand pounds were almost 
immediately subscribed by diflferent.citi^sen^ of the. town. Heny Cqllin^,* 
esq., proved a noble coadjutor of Mr.Redwpod, and presented, in Ju,ne, 
1748, to the cqmp^-ny, the lot ot l^^)d then o^Upd Bowlijag Green, pn 
which th4 prejsent libifsury edifice now stands. 

" The library building, whiph'is a beautiful specimen of the Dorio or- 
4er, was commenced in 1748 and. completed in 1750. The plan T^as 
.:forni^ed by Joseph Harrison,! esq., assistant architect of Bienh^i^ 
J^ouse, England. He also superintended the erection, of the edi4qe^ 
with the committee of the cdmpany, consisting of Samuel WicthaiB, 
Henry Collins J and John TillingUast, Tli« ipaster-builders were, Wiog 
^pooner, Samuel Green, Thon^as Melville a^d Isnel Chapiipan. Tbe 
principal front is ornamented with a portico offoyir Doric columns^, seyeur 
ts^.feet in height, and projecting nine feet fro^m the walls of tbe bui)4ijng« 

* '* Henry CoUfiiA wa« ei, OMrcl^ntof Ne^ppit, (^tiqguif^bf d for hsfi wealth, Ub#jr^ty.^n4 Vuite. 
He epnployed Snoibert, who came out with Dean Berk#l<;y, Co take the portraits of Callender, 
Ciap, Hitchcock, and Berkeley. ♦ Smibcrt, was an excellent artist, and had been previously 
patronized, whileat Florence, fay the Grand Duke of Tuscany. The iMcCrait of Heot y Cpilio% 
laken by Smtbert, iuiupposed to be in the poeaession of some branch of the Flagg; &naiiyi but (Ibe- 
pr^rietora of the library have not, as yet, oeen enabled to obtain it.* 

** Harrison was architect of the beautiful little Episcopal church in Cambridg;e.** 
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The, edifice consists of a main building, aftd two smair wings* on eddi 
side^ ranging in a line parallel with the west end of the building. The 
wings furnish two rooms, of about twelve feet square. The principal li- 
brary room, occupying the whole of the main building, is thirty-sevea 
feet long, twenty six feet broad, aud nineteen feet in height.^ The ediicie 
is lighted by seven whole windows and three attic windows^ the east 
and west ends*'' 

* # ,#.» #.,« m m m- 

*^ The library building, on the outside, is worked in imitation of rustic, 
and is adorned by the ornaments appropriate to the Doric order. The 
whole building is supported by a substantial foundation^ raised several 
feet ftom the. ground. * 

^ " The first meeting of the Redwood Library Company, after their in- 
corporation, was held in the Council Chamber, in Newport, on the last 
Wednesday of September^ 1747.*^ • 

m m m ' m ^. # « >« ♦ • « - 

"At a meeting of the company in the Council Chamber, on the 4th of 
July, 1748, the directors presented a catalogue of the bodks which they 
proposed to purchase in London. The liberal sbare given in tliis cata- 
logue to the ancient classics, evinced a disposition to provide for the 
scholar the objects of his favorite study. In these times 6f customary 
appeal to direct utility, we fear a less liberal expenditure would be al- 
lowed for the gratification of classical taste. This catalogue, with Mr, 
Redwood ^s bills of exchange, was sent immediately to Mr. Jdhn Thom- 
linson^t esq., of London, who appears to have satisfactorily executed the^ 
commission of the society. He was elected an honorary member in 
1749.'^ 

# . ■ # . ♦ ' # #• # . ■ « ' # # , 

* ^^ In 1T50 a tax of twelve hundred pounds was assessed on the mena- 
bers of the company, to defray the expense of completing the building. 

^^ In 1755 the Rev. Ezra l^tites was admitted an honorary member of 
the society. His distinction as a scholar and theologian, connected With 
his exertions in behalf of the library, justifies some allusion to his char- 
acter, in an historical sketch of tiie institution. The Redwood libraryy 
at the time of his settlement in Newport, oontained about l,50jP volume* 
of standard books. The classical and theological departments were the 
most valuable, and constituted the principal attraction, whic^L determined 
Dr. Stiles to fix his residence in Newport. He remained in Newport 
twenty years, and during the greater portion of the time officiated as li- 
brarian of the company. Havmg constant access to this valuable collec- 
tion of books, he drew from it, by assiduous study, his great and various 
learning. He held an extensive correspondence with European scholars^ 
and the principal object of that correspondence was to illustrate and per- 
fect those researches and investigations in philosophy, history, antiquities 
and physical science, to which his mind had been prompted by the peru- 
sal of books which he found on our shelves. His zeal for the diffusion 
of knowledge led him to solicit for the library valuable works from Eu- 
ropean authors. Many of theSe works, obtained through his instrument- 
ality, are still preserved in the hbrary. The copy of Montanus' Hebrew 

■ ; ' • "-* ; 

* TheM wiogt Wttn not in the original design. They deface rather than 8id<»rn the edifioi* 
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BiWe and Dicticntfiry, now belonging to the library, enabled him to per- 
. feet his'knowledge of the Hebrew language; and a folio copy of Homar 
still bears the marks of his profound study, in the form of Greek annota- 
lious, in his own handwriting. He was one of the most eloquent advo- 
cates -of liberty in the colonies, before the Revolution. The late Dr-, 
Channingsays of him: ^To the influence, of this distinguished man, in 
the circle in whicb^l was brought up, I may owe in part the indignation 
which I feel towards every invasion of human rights. In my earliest 
years I regarded no human being withequal reverence.' Hisrare learn- 
ings eloqueiice, and goodness, uniformly supported by tradition, have re- 
ceived, of late, the attestation of great names. The eloquent eulogy 
pronounc^upon this gifted and extraordinary man, by Chancellor Kent, 
will preserve for many gei^rations the memory of his attainments, genius 
and virtue. 

^ In 1770 the proprietors, to evimce their grateful sense of Mr. Red- 
wood's exertions for the advancement of the institution, requested him to 
sit for his picture^ the expense of which was to be defrayed from the 
company's treasuiy. Afte^repeated solicitations, in 1773 Mr. Redwood 
gave Jiis consent, agreeably to the wishes of the company. David Oheese- 
borough, Thomas Vernon, and John Bours/esqs,, were appointed a com- , 
mittee to carty the vote of the society into execution. This painting was 
probably executed, bat it is doubtfuf whether it was ever jrf,,aced in the. 
library. The beautiful portrait which at the present time ackprns the 
walls of the library room was copied by Charles R King, esq., from an 
original portrait of Mr, Redwood, and was generously jwresented by him 
to the society, iii 1817. 

"No meetings of the Library Company were held from 1778 to 1785. 
During the Revolution, the town of Newport was occupied by various 
armies. The disastrous state of the town compelled many of the) best 
citizens* to leave their homes^ and to seek shelter for themselves and 
&Epijlies in the more secure retreats of the country. The tumults of war 
«nd revolution interrupted the peaceful pursuits of literature, and exerted 
a chilling influence on the growth of knowledge, and the prosperity of 
institvitiotts like that which forms the subject of our sketch. During the 
wary the library building is said to have been defaced, and many of the 
books carried off. To the honor of Gen. Prescott, it is said that on be- 
ing informed of the exposed state of the library,, he stationed a military. 
^ard to protect it from further injury and depredation. 

*^ At a meeting of the company , held at Mr. Townscind's hotel, on 
Hie 14th of October, 1785— it being the first meeting after the conclusion 
«f the war of the Revolution — the following gentlemen were chosen 
oflicers of the institution: Hon. jy)raham Redwood^ Stephen Ayrault, 
William Vernon, John Malbone, Jonathan Baston, Nicholas P. Tilling- 
hast, Jacob Richardson, and Robert Stevens, Directors; William Chan- 
ning, Secretary; Christopher Ellery, Librarian; Stephen Ayrault, 
TYeamrer. Several important objects engaged the attention of the society: 
Che principal were the remission of the annUal ta^^ from 177S to 1785, the 
repair of the library edifice, the recovery of missipg bookstand the forma- 
tion of a catal<^e of the library, William Ycmon, Henry Marchant, and 
WiUiam Channing, esqs., were appointed to i^ply to the honorable General 

-; '. ^ ' — :— N- ■ #^ _- — ,*-^ 

' * " Mr. Redwood resided, during th« reToltttionary TV* op ^i» farm ia.M^'udoii,- Mass." 
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Assembly, at their next session, for a renetural of the ftharter of the com 
pany, with alterations and amendments. 

'^ Tfie society experienced a great misfortune in the death of Mt. Red- 
wood, the fbunder of the library, March 6, 1788. Beneficent objects 
seemed to have occupied the mind of Mr. Redwood, as will appear from 
iJie following obituary notice, taken from the Newport flerald, March 13^ 
1788: 'Last Saturday morning died the Hon. Abrahtai Redwood, in the, 
79th year of his age. He was blessed with an ample fortune and a liberal 
spirit, which prompted him to encourage useful learning and relieve the 
distresses of mankind. He founded the library in this town. He sub- 
scribed largely lo a college to be built in this State, on condition that H 
should be established in the county of Newport. He subscribed jS5{fO 
sterling towards a university proposed to be .erected in this town; and 
he offered the «ame sum to the Society of Friends, of which he \^s a 
inember, to endow a school in this place for the insstruction of Friends' 
children. His less public acts of generosity will be gratefully remem- 
bered by those on whom they were conferred; and the poor will never 
forget that Abraham Redwood was their con^nt friend and benefactor.' 
It is understood that Mr. Redwood removed to Newport from Ai^igua^ 
where he possessed large and valuable estates. 

, "After his death,, the public interest in the prosperity of the institution 
, seems to have declined. A periofl of great success in the comln^e of 
the towf was allowed to pass awdy without bringing new resouioes for 
the accomplishment of the objects of the* institution. « In fact, its very 
exi^t^nce, at one time, depetnled on the r$isolution and efforts of a few io^ 
dividuals. The late Dr. Channing, in a discourse delivered in -Newport 
in 1836, islHides to the neglected pondition of the library at this peri^^d^ 
duripg which he pursued his studies in this town. He says: ^I had no 
professor or teacher to guide me, but 1 had two noble places of stady^ 
One was yonder beautiful edifice, now so frequented and so useful as a 
public library; then so deserted, that Ispent day ufteir day, and sometimes 
week after week, amidst its dusty volumes^ withput interruption from a 
single visitor.' 

^' The public attention was not directed to tfie importanee of the ins^- 
tution till the year 1810, when the society received an accessioti of spiril 
and ability by the admission of a large number of new proprietors. In 
. March, L810, James Ogilvie, esq., visited the town, and delivered ser^nil 
lectures on the advantages of public libraries, which contributed tosen- 
tially to awaken the public to the claims of the Redwood Libmry on their 
generosity and support. He made the society a liberal donation of sele^ 
and valuable books. From 1810 to the present time, a very respectable 
interest has been maintained in the^stitut^on, and ^e funds placed at 
the dispo.s8l of the society have been judiciously niane^ed in accomplisfa-^ 
ing the plans of its founders.*' 

# # # -« , # # • m, m 

'< The exertions of the late Robert Johnston, esq., in behalf ofthe insti- 
tution, deofiand honorable mention. By bis solicitation, some ofthe meet 
laFO and v^uable work^ in the library were obtained from diffident nidi- 
viduals in Newport and its neighborhood. In 1 834 he made great efforts 
to enrich the library with the public records of England. He succeeded 
in obtaining efchty- four volumes (seventy- two large folios and twelve 
staves) from the l^ords Commissioners and Lord Lyadhurst^ in con^e-^ 

* . Digitizedby VJ^^V^VIV^ 
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^ence of Jiis ipplication to th«m, through the medium of his lEriend and 
«gent^ Thomas Bland, esa., of London. These votnmes^ containing th« 
most vahftible materials or English history, were understood^ to be ob- 
tained as a present from the King of Great Britain, on the application of 
Lord Lyndhnrst. . As such they will be perpetually preserved in the Red* 
wood Library. 

** In 1813 Solomon Southwick, esq. , of Albany, gave to the library oti« 
hundred and twenty acres of land, in the State of New York, for, the pur- 
, pose of advancing the institution, and thereby perpetuating the memorfr 
of Heory Collins, esq., one of its principal founders. 

"In 1834 Abraham Redwood, esq., of Dorset Place, Marylebonej fing* 
laiid, being desirous of promoting an institution founded by his honored 
grandfather, ^ave to the company the homestead estate, situated in New- 
port, which he inherited fmm his father, Jonas Redwood, esq. 

^4n 1837, Baron Hottinguer, a distinguished banker of Paris, who wa« 
connected by marriage with the Redwood family, presented to the com- 
pany ono thousand francs, for the restoration of the building. 

" In 1840, the Hon. Christopher O. Champlin bequeathed to the com- 
pany^ne hundred dollars and some valuable books. 

The proprietors are also indebted to the Hon. WilUam C. Gibbs, for hw 
liberality in permitting a free access to a valuable collection of books, at 
present deposited by him in the library. 

*^The library room is adorned by several paintings and busts. The 
beautiful bust of John Marshall wns presenUed in 1839, by Augustus E. 
Silliman, esq,, of New York. The acknowledgments of the company 
are due to Charles B. King, esq., of Washington, for his numerous and 
vainable donations ; among which are the portrait ef Ooluinbus and that 
of Abraham Redwood, the founder of the library." 

The Mechanics* Library — 1,100. vols. — The Newport Association of 
Mechanics and Manufacturers was incorporated in 1792. The library was 
founded in 1828. The average expenditure for books durin^he last ten 
years has been about $50 per annum; the average increase wthe library 
from 30 to 60 volume* As the society has rapidly increased of late, the 
library will, hereafter be an object of special attention. There is a fund of 
4^1,200 belonging to the association, the income of which is applied to 
various other objopts besides the library, which is principally supported 
by a tax on the members. It is contemplated to erect, so soon as circum- 
Aances will allow, a btiilding for public^ lectures and the library. There 
is a printsed catalogue, but it is verj incomplete. Another will be published 
in the course of the next year. The library is open every Wednesday 
and Saturday evening from 6 till 9 o'clock. All members of the associa- 
lioni and the apprentices of mpmbers who have written orders from their 
employers, are allowed iQ take- out books. About 1,500 Volumes are thus 
lent each year. W. Nichols, secretary. 

PROVIDENCE. 

# 
Brown Umverisiiy lAhraries — 31,600 t^oh. — ^Brown University was in- 
corporated in the yeat 1764. It was originally established in the town of 
Warren, where, in the year 1769, the first commencement was celebratol. 
It was subsequently removed to Providence, where the first college edi- 
fice (University Hall) was erected, in the year 1770, \ ^ 
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At the priod of its removal to Providence/4he college appears to haw 
Jbeen destitute of a library, or at least of any collection of books worthy 
of the ■ame. To supply, as far as passible^ this deficiency, the Pro videiK^e 
library Company (now merged in the Providence Athen«am) tendered 
the free usfe of its books to the officers and students of the college — a 
jffivilege which was continued several years. . 

The books first obtained for the library were probably pJrocured in 
England, through the agency of the Rev. Mprgaa Edwards. In the year 
1T68 Mr. Edwards,: then in Erigland. was authorized by'tiie corporation 
5^ to purchase such books as he shall think, necessary at this time > not 
exceeding 20 pounds value." This is the only appropriation, small as it is, 
which is recorded previously to 1784 ! It is probable, however^ that Mr. 
Edwards and the other agents of the college, white soliciting money,* re- 
ceived many presents in books; for,^ in 1776 the college was in possession 
of a library, which, at the commencemeht of hostilities in that year, was 
removed to the coijntry for safe keeping. 

The college was disbanded December 6, 1776, immediately after the-^ 
British troops took possession of Newport. From December 7, 1776, ta . 
June, 1782, the college building (now University Halljwas occupied^first 
as a barrack for the American militia, and afterwards as a hospital for the 
Erenoh army, commanded by Count Rochambeau. On the' return of 
peace the college edifice was purified and refitted, the library was brought 
back, and the business of instruction resumed. ■ 

In a letter concerning the early history of the library, the Hon. Asher 
Bobbins writes: ^^At the reorganization of the college, in the autumn of 
1782, 1 was appointed to the office of tutor, and took charge of the library 
as librarian. It was then kept in the east chamber on the second flopr of 
the central building; the volumes it contained were quite limited in num-- 
ber— ^these mostly the primary editions of the works in folio and quarto. 
The precise number I am Hot able to recollect; my impression is that it 
did not ex^^ two or three hundred. Of the previous history of the 
library I hair no certain knowledge; I believe, however, it was acquired 
by purchase, through the agency of the Rev. Morgan Edwards, and that 
it was imwrted, after the removal, of -the college firdm Warren and the 
erection of the college edifice in Providence. 

^^An addition was made to the library soon after my ctf)nnexion with it^ 
At a meeting of the corporation, it was proposed by Mr* John Brown to 
raise a fund, by subscription, for the purchase of books. To encourag# 
a liberal subscription he told the corporation to subscribe what they wot.uld, 
and to procure what they could by subscription elsewhere, £^nd that what- 
ever the amount was, he would subscribe an equal sum. He did so; and,, 
besides, made good the subscriptions of those who failed to pay up theirs. 
I was^^mployed to make out the invoice of the books to be piurchased, un- 
der the advisement of President Manning, atid also, i think? of the 
chancellor. Governor Hopkins, who, by-the-by, was a very competent ad- 
viser on this subject, being deeply versed in English literature, and an 
excellent judge of its various merits. The import%tion was in the course 
of that year (1783) made by Mr. Nicholas Brown fbrother of Mr. John 
Brown].'' 

In the year 1784 a valuable donation, containing the works of several 
of the Fathers of the church, was received from the Bristol Education 
Society in England. 
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In the same year (1T84) the corporation appropriated the sum of .#350 
liwr the purchase of books. 

In the succeeding year, Granville Shsyrp, esq,, presented several of his 
own publications, with a set of the w^rks of his grandfather, Dr. John 
Sharp> Archbishop of York. He subsequently sent other valuable pres- 
ents to the library. In 1787, the thanks of the corporation were present- 
^ to Mfv John Francis (son-in-law of John Brown and father of J. B, 
Francis, late Governor of Rhode Island) for a valirabie donation of books. 

In the year 1792 Nichojas Brown, then a recent graduate of the insti- 
tution, apd a yoflng and enterprising merchant, commenced his. beae&c< 
tions towards the college by the gift of a law library, containing about 
three hundred and fifty volumes of valuable books, which he had im- 
ported from England for that purpose. 

TlicRev. IsaacBackus,o'fMiddleborough, Mass., author of the Church 
History of New England, who died in 1$)6, in the 83d year of his age 
and the6tt;h of his ministry, bequeathed to the college a part of his library. 
The extent or value of this bequest it is now impossible to determine, as 
no record was ipade of it at the time. Among the books thus presented, 
how:ever, there is one which deserves particular mention. It is a copy of 
Roger Williams's '^ Bloody Tenent yet more Bloody," being the copy 
' originally presented by Williams to his friend and fellow-laborer. Dr. 
Jo^ft Clarke. On a blank leaf it contains the following words in Eoger 
Williams's handwriting: '' For his honored and beloved Mr. John Clarke, 
aa eminent Witnes of Christ Jesus, ag-st ye bloodie Doctrine of perse- 
cution, etc ^^ 

In 1815 Mr. Nicholas Brown gave five Hundred dollars for the pur- 
chase of books, and Mrs. Hope Ives presented a copy of Dobson's edition 
of the Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

The next, and the most valuable of all the donations to the library which 
we have to record, is the legacy of the Rev. William Richards, LL.D., 
of Lynn, England. Mr. Richards was a native of South Wales. He, 
was many years pastor of the Baptist church. at Lynn, where he died in 
th/fe year 1818, in the 69th year oi his §ge. 

Mr. Richards seems to have b^en a. man of considerable learning, par- 
ticularly in English and Welsh history, aaid in the Welsh language and 
literature. His writings are historical, political, and controversial. His 
most important work is the History of Lynn, in 2 vols. 8vo. Dr. Evans. 
^ «ays of it: ^^ It is not only well written, the style perspicuous and manly, 
but it is replete with information as well as entertainment." His Review. 
of Noble's Memoirs of the Protectoral House of Cromwell is character- 
ised by Lowndes as /^severe, but at the same time just." ^'His diction- 
ary of Welsh and English," says Dr. Evans, ^^a work of minute and 
wearisome labor, is in high repute." Mr. Richards was of the General 
JB^^w^. denomination, aiid a strong advocate of religious liberty. It was 
his love of the liberal charactier <^f this institution which induced him to 
bes.tow upon it his library, as appears fi:om the following passage in his 
Memoirs: "Mr, Richards had corresponded with Dr. James Manning, 
onpe l^resident of the Baptist College in Rhode Island. Prom this gentle- 
man he learned the liberal constitution of that respectable seminary, and 
for some years previous to his death meant to bequeath to it his library. 
He accordingly made inquiry of Dr. Rogers [of Philadelphia] whether 
it was still conducted on the same liberal footing, in which case be should 
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cfceri&h the same genetOus intettttbnd tatrards it/' This inqnfey wlw 
answered by Dr. Messer, then President of the college, in a letter firon* 
which it may be i»^eU to extract the following pai^sage: "Though the 
<jharter requires that the President shall forever be a Bstptist, it allowir 
neither hrm, in his official character ^ nor aiiy other officer of instruclfen^ , 
to inculcate any sectarian doctWnej it frtrbids all religious tests*, and it re- 
qiiireis that all denominations 6f ChTistiafns, beh^avitig alike, shall be 
treated alike.- This charter is congenial with the whole of the civil goir" 
ertiment eslfeiblished h^e by the venerable Roger VBrlliatos, wKo allowed 
no religious tests, and no pre-eminence of one denominanon over another; 
attd none has ever been allotired ulnto this day. This chai^r is also con- 
genial with the preiSent spirjt of this State and of this toi^n.'^ 

Gratified wjth this letter, Mr. Richards beq^thed his library, consfeit- 
irig of aboitt thirteen hundred volumes, to Brown Uhivei*sity. It is a 
singular fact, that his will was niade on the very day on which the honor- 
ai*y degree df Doctor of Laws was conferred 4ipah' hitn by this college. 
Jfe. Richards had received no irltimation that the honor was intended for 
him, nor did he live to hear that it had beeij bestowed. . 

The library ivhich he bequeathed to the college is, in many respects^ 
valuable. It contains a considerable nttmber of Wekh books, a large 
collection of valuable works, illustrating the histi^ry wd antiquities of 
England and Wales ;^ besides two or thriee hundred bound volumes^ of 
pamphlets, s6nie of them very ancient, rare, and curions. 
• For the next vsfluable accession to the library— designated as "the sub- 
scription of 1825^'— the college is indebted to the efforts of Mr. Horatio 
Gates Bo wen, who Was libtairian of the institution from 1824 to 184/1. 
At his request several of the friends of th^ college subscribed eight hun- 
dred and forty dollars, which sum was expended in the purchase of booksv 

Between 1828 — 5, fiftyfour volumes of valuable scientific works, in- 
eluding Oloquet's Anatomie, I^amarck's and De Candolte's Flore Fran- 
SLise, Cuviet's Regne Animal and Wilkins^s Vitruvius, were presented by 
r. John Carter firown and Mr. Robert Hale Ives., Often, since that 
time, the nafhes of these gentlem§n and of Mr. Moses B, Ives app^Bur 
among the benefectors of the library. 

About the year 1823, a splendid donation, consisting of one hundred 
and thriee volumes, comprising the best editions, mostly in .quarto, of t^je 
works of the celebrated French mathematicians, Euler, Laeroix, Lagrange, 
Xia Place, etc., besides many valuable theological works, was made bjr 
the Rev. Thomas Oarlile. 

In 1826 Messrs. Brown & Ives presented, through Dr Homer, fifty 
volumes of rare and expensive theological works. In the same year do- 
nations were received from the Hon. William Hunter, LL. l).,iind from 
Usher Parsons, M. D. 

On the return of Prof. Elton from Europe, in 1827, donations were 
received, through him, from seveml distinguished gentlemen in Europe— 
in all, two hundred and eighty *three volumes; besides eighty five volumes 
of classical and miscellaneous works purchased by him at the order of 
Messrs. Brown & Ives. 

The libraries of the Philophysian and Franklin Societies, composed 
of undergraduates, when these societies became^ extinct^ were, by pro- 
visions of their constitutions, incorporated with the College Library. 
Tfaey together contained three or fotir hundred volumes. 
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The government or <3feat Britam presented, rn 18S6, one hundred and 
ten volumes of the publications of the Record Commission. . 

In 1838 Mrs. Elizabeth H. Battel, wife of the Rev. Cyrus A. Bartol of 
Boston, ahd Mrs. Hepsy S. Wayland, wife of President Wayland, pre- 
fiCDted three htindred and fifty six vOlunafes of standard works ih French 
ftnd Italian literature* 

The Rev. Jonatlian Homer, D. D., of Newton, MaBsachusetts,/fft 
various times^ made valuable donations of fare and costly theological 
books, including some valuable editions of the Bible. Many of these 
donationa. contain copious and useflil manuscript annotaftions by the learned 
donor. ; 

A^nong the additions to the library, a collection of fifty volumes cif * 
Ch*dination Sermons, presented by the Hon. Theron Metcalf, of Boston, 
a graduate of the college in the class of 1805, deserves particular notice. 
These volumes ccrntatin moire than alhbusand discourses preached at ordi- 
ijations, instaltftfions, and inatigtiratfoms in the United States, and mostly 
in New England. This is without doubt the largest collection of the 
kind which has ever been made; and is of obvious impoi'tance as con- 
nected with the eoclesiastical history of the country. 

The library fund next claims our attention. <*At a*'m€teting of the 
standing committee of the corporation of Brown University, held Jan- 
uary 10, 1831, it was unanimously resolved — 

*H. That immediate measures be taken to raise, by subscription, the 
sum of tweray-Jive i/iottsand doilars, to be appropriated to the purchase of 
books for the library, and apparatus for the philojsophical femd chemical 
departments of 'Brown University. 

'^2. Jlesolpedy That the ehaimfeanand Thomas P. Ives be a committw 
. to carry the foregoing resolution into eifect. * • 

• "F. WAYLAND, 

Soon afterwards, a meeting of the friends of the institution was called 
for the purpose of seconding this effort. At this meeting the wants of 
the library and the importance of supplying them wei^e presented and 
urged. Previously to ihisy however, the Hon. Nicholas Brown had, 
with his wonted, munificence, subscribed ten thousand doflars towards 
the fund. The subscription was opened, with the foUrrwing conditions: 

1. " The whole amount shall be invested in a permanent fund, of which 
the interest shall be, from time to time, appropriated exclusively to the 
objects stated in the resolution* 

2\ ^^ The selection of books and apparatus shall be made by joint com* 
jnittee of the corporation and government of the university. 

3. " One-third of the amount subscribed shall become due on the 1st 
day of October, 1832, another third on the 1st day of October, 1833, and 

^tlie remainder ou the 1st day of October, 1834. 

4. *^ A copy of the subscribers' names, and of the siims subscribed by 
each, shall be deposited in the library, and another among the archives of 
the university." « ^ 

The sum thus obtained, amounting to $19,437 50, was placed at in- 
t«re^t until it had accumulated to twenty-five thousand dollars, and was 
then invested in a permanent fund, according to the provisions of the 
subscription^ as atK>ve specified. The first dividend became due in July^ 
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1839. Since that time the proceeds have been regularly appiopnated ac- 
cording to the design of t!ie doriprs; 

The room appropriated to the library, at the time when the library fund 
was raised, '^was an apartment in Uniyersity.Hall, crowded to excess, 
unsightly and wholly nnsuited for the purpose to which, from' necessity^ 
it was devoted." .To remedy this defect, the Hon. Nicholas Brown 
erected, at his own expense, a beautiilil edifice for a library and chapel; ' 
to which, in testimony of veneratioH for his former instructor, he gav© 
the name of Manning Hall. This building was dedicated in 1835. 

.So«n-after the removal of the library to the new building it was newly 
arranged, and in 1843 a full catalogue of its contents printed. This cat- 
alogue wa&^ favorably noticed in the North Ainerican . Review, arid in 
other leading periodicals^ and drew special attention to this important 
department of the institution; 

Soon afterwards a chiair of ipodwn languages was established at the 
college; and the professor elect was encouraged to visit Europe, partly for 
the purpose of professional study, and partly to enable the friends of the 
college to carry out more effeiitually their wishes for the increase of thcf 
library. This agent was authorized by Mr. John Carter Brown to select 
and purchase, it his expense, such books in the French, German, and 
Italian lai^guages, to the Value of about $2,700, as he might think most 
useful for the college. The selection was made, both of works and of 
editions, withmU regard to cost; but the books were purchased with the 
closest reference to economy. For about. $2,^00 dollars the number of 
volumes of bound books purchased was 2,921 — viz: 121 folios, 392 quar- 
tos, 1,627 octavos, and 781 duodecimos, besides 74, valuabletmaps and en- 
gravings. These books were ally^eW bound, most of them ne\^Iy and 
Segantliy, in h^lf calf, plain gilt. The average price per volume, inclu- 
ding binding and all other expenses, was about 89 cents. This collec- 
tion includes a fet of French, German and Italian classics, in the best and 
fullest library editions; the principal philosophical, scientific, and historical 
works of late continental scholars; a complete set of the ^^Moni^ewr 
Universel,^^ from its commencement , to 1826 — a clean, beautiful, well 
bound copy of the original edition, with the introduction, indexes, &c., in 
77 vols, folio; a set of the memoirs'of the French Institute since its xeor- 

finization,--*-vols. 4to.; the collection of memoirs relative to the history of 
ranee, by Guizot and Petitot, 162 vols. 8vo.; a complete set of ths 
Allgemeine LiteretturJZeitungy 134 vols. 4to.; and of the AU^emeirm 
Deutshe Bibliotheky 139 yols. 8vo.; // VcUicanOj 8 vols, folio, elegantly, 
illustrated; 11 CampidogliQy 2 vols, folio; the Museo BorbonicOy 13 vols. 
4to., the original Naples edition; the works of Canova and Thorwald- 
een — the Muske FVanfais and Musee Royal ^ in 6 vols, folio; the De^ 
scription de VEgypte^ (Janina's Achitecture, and many more illustiated 
works of great beauty and value, besides rare andcostly maps and prints. 
These books were mostly purchased at aucdons in Paris, Rome, Leipsic, 
Frankfort on the^aine^ and Berlin. Many- were purchased at provincial ' 
sales. To supply the deficiencies of the library in standard English 
works, a subscription was opened among the friends of the college, amount- 
ing to about |j5,000, and ilie same agent was appointed to select and 
purchase the books. This collection was received in the library in 
1845, and raised the whole number of volumes to nearly 20,000. 

The class which graduated in 1821 held a meeting in ProvidencSi 
a quarter of a century from the time of their graduation^ at which a coor 
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aiierabl'e sum of money Was subscribed for the benefit of the library, in 
tdketi of their grateful interest in the instihition at which they were edu- 
cated. The money thss obtamed was placed in the hands of Dr. 
Thomas H. Webb, of Boston, who purchased, with excellent judgment, 
about fivQ hundred volumes, mdstly from the library of the Hon. John 
Pickering. . - 

Thie nextyfear, 1847, the Rev. Samuel Osgood, then a clergyman in 
Providence, and now in New York, propdsed to th^ several religious so- 
cieties of the city a .subscription for the purpose of supplying the defi- 
ciencies of the library in the b^st editions of the Fathers of the church, and 
the standard theological writers of the Reformatipn. About $2,000 wer6 
raised, and a superb collection was purchased of the Benedictine editions 
•f several of the Fathers; the Bibliotheca Maxima Veterum Patrum, 30 
vols, folio; Harduin's Collectib Conciliorum^ 12 vols, folio; besides the 
choicest and most elegant editions of many of the Fathers not edited by 
^e Benedictines, and a lai^e collection of works connected with patristic 
literature, and the history of the Reformation. 

The libraly committee had before this issued a circular, soliciting the 
donation of files of newspapers, important pamphlets, &(p. .In answer to 
this call a vast mass of pamphlets and papers were sent to the library. 
Prom the whole about 5,000 were assorted and arranged, and they form 
nowan invaluable -collection. Brown University certainly deserves great 
credit for the care with which she has garnered and guarded these neg- 
lected but precious memorials of our earlier history. 

Iii4793 the library contained 2,173 volumes; in 1826, 6,818 volumes: 
iff 1843, 10,236; in January, 18493 21,520, exclusive of pamphlets and 
of duplicates; in Janiiary, 1856, the number of volumes was about 
23,000. . . 

It has a large numl)er of maps, charts, engravings, and elegantly illus- 
trated works. Since January, 1843, 11,300 volumes have been added to 
th6 library. .During the lElst eight years about f 20,000, being the pro- 
ceeds of the library fund, and donations from individuals, have been ex- 
pended for the purchase 6f books. From the income of the fund about 
^1,200 per annum is appropriated to the purchase of books. The building 
(csdled Manning Hall) is built of rubble stone, and is stuccoed. The 
library occupies the whole of the ground floor. Its dimension s are 64 X 38 
feet, hoight 13 feet.. Iii the centre is a double row of fluted columns, 
firom which the shelves extend to the walls, forming twelve alcoves. Tjie 
books are, so far as convenient, arranged on the shelves according to sub- 
jects. The first c^falogue was printed in 1793; the second in^26; and 
the third and last in 1843, [560 pp. 8vo.] This catalogue is al^abetical, 
. accoWing to the authors' names,^and Has a copious alphabetical and ana- 
lytical index of subjects. A supplement, nearly as large as the original 
volume, and on the same plan, ijs now in preparation. The library is open, 
during term time, daily from 10 a.m. till 2 p. m.; during vacations, 
weekly, on Saturdays, from 12 to 1/ The members of the corporation; 
the president, professors, tutors, and register; all resident graduates; all 
the donors to the Hbrary fund; all donors to the fund for building Rhode 
Island Hall; and all donors to the library to the amount of $40, residing 
in the city of ^Providence, are entitled to the use of the library without 
charge. Undergraduates are entitled to the use of the library, and are 
charged therefor one dolto per term. During the ye^ 1848, ffom January 
T to December 5^ 4,069 volumes vrexe taken . ouK. The number of 
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books tikken out increased every year. The privilege' of consulting the 
library is extended, with such restrictions as the library committee may 
from lime to time prescribe, to all graduates of thfe University,- to all settled 
crei^ymen, of every detiotoihation, residing in the city of Providence and 
its vicinity ; and to all other persons on whomi^ for the purpose of a<i vancing . 
the arts, science or literature, the dorpo ration oY library committee may 
confer it. Books are OQcasjonally lent to persons at a distaiiqeyby special 
permission of the library committee or the corpqration. 

The present librarian is Reuben A. Guild, A.M. . 

There are two literary societies of students connected with the Uni* 
v^sity— the Philermenian Society, foitnded' in 1794, and the United. 
Bro tilers , Society,' founded in 1806. Each has a;libralfy of about S,600 
Volumes. They have issued elegant and well prepared catalogues. To 
the beautifiil catalogue of the PhilermenJan Society, published in Januaiy^ 
1849, is prefixed a history of the society, by Mr. B. F.. Thurston. 

The Aikenamm Library — 15,204 vo/^. — The Athenaeum was incorpo^* 
rated by act of the General Assetiibly of Khode Island; January, 1836> It ' 
was formed by the union of the Providence Library (founded in 1753) and 
ot the Ath^naaum, (founded in 1831.) The ^library .contained, in Sep- 
tember, 1849, 15,^4 volumes. ThW yearly aArerage increase fcr the last 
ten years has been 800 volumes; the average annual expenditure for 
books, 11,^00: There is a fund of five thousand dollars for the increase 
of the library, yielding $331 50 per annum. This fund will soon be in- 
creased to eleven thousand dollars. 

A granite building was erected -in 1838 for the use of the Athenaeum, at . 
an expense of nearly $15,000. The following de^riptioft of the edificsi . 
is taken from the third report of the directors: 

/^Principal story. — rThe floor -of the principal stoi^y is about fifteen 
feet from the sidewalk in, front of the building; this distance is divided by 
ride steps at each end of the bank iu front; steps vti the centre of thi 
front of the building, six feet high, approached over a gravel walk oil the 
top of thebapk, eonduct to the front entry, which i^ eight feet wide by 
thirteen feet long. Thfere are two rooms on 'each side of the entry, 
cSoinmunicating with it, thirteen by eighteen feet each — one intended for a 
reading-room for periodical publications; the other for directors^ meetings, 
committees, &c. ' ^ 

^^ The library ,^ or principal room, is entered through the front entry, or 
. through either of the rooms just n«ntioned. It is thirty-t^o feet long by 
forty-three feet wide on the floor, and about forty-four long* by ^forty- three 
wide, fron^within about seven feet below and up to the. ceiling;- this differ- 
ence in le^th between, the upper and lower parts of the room is caused by 
the space left over the reading and directors' rooms, which i^ taken oflf 
from the library room. Those two rooms are ten feet high; the library 
room is eighteen feet high . There is also another room eighteen feet high, 
in the rear of the library room, entered through it, the dimensions of 
which are twenty by forty-three feet."^ .■ ^ 

A catalogue was printed in 1837, of 116 pages 8vo.; and a supplement 
of 108 pages 8vo. in 1839. Another is nearly ready for the press. 

The library is open every day, Sunday excepted, from the first of April, 
tillthe 1st of October, from 9 a. m. till sunset; from October to April, from 
10 a. m. till 9 p. m. 

Persoiis entitled to the use of the books are owners of shares ; v,the 
price of a share is $15^ subject to ai2 annual tax of $o» 
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Evisry shaTeholdeir has* the right of taking oot two books at a time. 
There are more than 50() sjhares, nearly all of which are osed. It is im- 
posi^ble to say how many conenlt the library .annually. The number^ 
howeyer, is very large. According to article 10th of the library regulations, 
the board of directors may authorize persons not connected with the in* 
stitution to make use of the library.^ Thomas Hale Williams, librarian. 

/^ This is a yety well selected library, embracing the most important 
works in all those departments of English literature which are adapted to 
the genet^l wants and tastes of an enlightened community." It may 
perha|)B be. considered tHe best English library of its size in the country. 
The department of periodicals receives papticular attention. Fifty- nine re- 
▼ieiws^ literary and scientific journals, and newspa/ters, are regularly taken, 
and are read "with fresh and ever increasing eagerness." With one ex- 
ception, they are all in the English language. Great care has been exejc- 
cised to procure all the back numbers, so that the series are generally 
•complete, with all the indexes, &c. 

This institution has been justly pronounced '^a model for all similar. ef(- 
tablishments. * ' [Biblioibeca Sacra, January, 1850.] We understand thstt 
Mr. Alexander Duncan has recently presented to the institurion the sum 
often thousand dollars, in compliance with the wish of his uncle, the 
late Cyrus Butler, whose estate descended to Mr. Duncan: 

Ubrary of the Mechanic^^ Association — 3,300 vols.— A catalogue* of 
Ais library was. printed in 1821, in J2itio. 

TTie Rhode Island Historical iSocic^— 2,500 vols. — ^This society was 
founded on the 19th of April, 1822, and incorporated by the General 
Assembly the June following. The society has published several volumes 
ef "Oollections.'' (t has been taitbful arid active in collecting the ma- 
terials for the history of the State, and pre^rving them for future use. 
*' After the decease of the Hon. Theodore Foster, the society purchased 
of his representatives the collections which he had been engaged in 
making during a long life devoted to historical research. They have paco- 
eured copies to be made of all orders and papers in the office of the secre- 
tary of State in Massachusetts, relating to this State. The. papers co|- 
• lected by the Rev. Isaac Backus, author of the History of the Baptisis, 
. are deposited in the cabinet, as are bIso the letter book and correspondence 
of Ezek Hopkins, the only individual who ever received a comiliisaion as 
admiral in the navy of the United States." The society has taken great 
pains to complete its files of newspapers printed in the State. Most pf 
, them, including the iProvidence Gazette, are nearly perfect. 

Soon after its incorporation the State gave the isociety $500. The 
heirs of the late Nathan Waterman presented a lot of land for a building. 
In 1843 the society had accumulafed a fund of $4^000 for an edifice. 
About $2,000 more wtre then raised by subscription, and in 1844 a stone 
. building was erected on Waterman street, facing the College square^ t^ 
which the collections of the society were removed, and in which itsmeet* 
ings have since been held. The library contains about 2,500 volumes, 
mostly historical. [See account of the Rhode Island Historical Society, 
by W. R; Si8L\i\e9.— American Quarterly Register, May, 1839, pp. 362-8.] 

Friends^ Boarding School Libraries — 1,500 vo&. — The library of thia 
well-endowed institution consists of three parts, of which the principal 
contains about 1^000 volumes, irregularly arranged in a room in tbe cen- 
la^al building. It embraces a general coUectioit of English, scientific, and 
fitersry >vofks> (novels exceptc^d^) mostly the bequ^sMsts^^C^^^^^Jdoees 



Brown and his son Obadiah Browii^-4)«iDgj their private libraries. No 
speciatl appropriatioh has been made for, a regular increase of the library j 
consequently it. is falling behind the modern improvements in science. 
Some small additions of late works are, however, made every year. 

Two other collections of books, 6f rather a juvenile character, are kept 
in each wing, more particularly for .the use of the pupils. These contain 
albout 250 volumes each — ^making the aggregate of what are termed the 
library Books, about 1,500 volumes. This number does not include the 
books of reading and study used by the pupils in their daily exercises, for 
which purpose about 600 volumes are in ,use. These are the property of 
the institution; some are furnished, gratuitously^ and a part are li^nt to the 
students for a compensation. There is no printed catailogue of the library. 
All the pupilsare entitled to the use of the boc^s in the juvenile d,ej)art- ' 
ments,and to those of the central library at the discretion of the librarian. 
The ofiicets use the central library aj> their pleajsuxe, 

T%e Franklin Society^ Pr&ddencey UhoHe Island^ founded in 1^3,» 
has a library of 500 volumes, slowly increasing. Every member .of the 
society has a key to the library room, and may use the books when he 
pleases. > • . - ' 

PUBl.XC*SCHaOL LIBRARIES — 19,637 VOtS. 

Within the last four years, under^the exertions of Mr. Henry Barnard, 
the enlightened and energetic commissioner of public schools, public li-* 
braries have been established in everjr town in the State, with the excep- 
tion of J(jhnston, Bristol, and East and West Greenwich. These libraries 
^re composed of well-selected books, and are accessible to the vwhoje pop-. ' 
ulation.. The money for jiurchasing them was mostly subscribed. by 
public-spirited individuals. , * 

1 am indebted to Mi*. Barnard for the following list of these libraries, 
with the number of volumes which, they contain, ', ' . • 

*^ Portsmouth — school district No. 1 — ^650 vols, — This was the first libra- 
ry established in the State, as a part of the rpcent movement to improve * 
demeans of popular education* It ow^it^ origin 'mainly to tliehberal do- 
nation of f 100 by Miss Sarah Gibbs, a resident in the district. 

NorthProvidence— four districts-— aggregate, 1,200 vols. > 

Cumberland Hill— 500 vols. 

Smithfield— Bernon village, \ " 1 

<^ Lonsdale A-thenaeum — 1,'000 

'' Slatersville— 800 > 3,475 vols. . 

" Hamlet village, 1 

'' Globe, 'J 

'^ The library at Lonsdale was purchased by the commissioner, at ajj ex- , 
pense of abojit $550, which was paid by the Lonsdale Company^ The 
books are lent out to the inhabitants,old and young, of the village, at 
a small e/iarge of one cent per volume. More than seventy dollars were 
realized the first year fi-om the circulation of the books. 

'^ The library at Slatersville was purchased out, of an appropriation of 
$500 made by Messrs. Slater, Lock wood aiid Carter. 

."Burrillville—Pascoag Man ton Library — 900 vols.— This library and the 
libraries in Glocester, Poster^ Cranston, Hopkinton, Richmond, Charles-^ 
ton, Exeter, Little Compton, New Shoreham, Jamestown, and Barrington, 
€we tlieir existence mainly to the liberality of Atnasp^ Manton, esq., of 
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Providence. By an ^ggrega^ expenditure of about $1,000, hp has been 
instfum^ntal in raising in these towns double that amount, and has thus 
secured the establishment of ten; libraries, with at least five thousand 
good books. W^ho can estimate the "blessings, individual and social, 
which will flow directly and indirectly ^^rom the dissernination of these 
booksy and which will continue to lElow yet more abundantly when th« 
liberal donor has himself passed fropi the earth, and another generation 
has risen up to have access to th^e libraries? 

Glocester-— Matitoh Library - - - - - 900 vols. 

Foster — Manton Library . -. - - . - • 1 , OOQ *^ 

Scitaate—Aborn, North School Library - - - - 600 . *^ 

Cranston-v-School Library - - - - - 40* ^' 

Middjetown— School Library - - - # . 300 « 

Little Compton-^Manton Library - - - - 600 ^^ 

'' . Social Library - . - - - 500 '^ 

NewShoreham - - - .- - - 400 ^< 

Jamestown Library - .- - - - - 700 ^^ 

. ' '^ Manton Library - t - -" - 400 ^* 

Coventry — Washington visage - - - - 400 ^^ 

Bowen'« Hill Library - -. - - - 400 ^' 

^' The library first named was giv-en^o the district by subscribers resi- 
dents thereof. The Bo wen's Hill library owes it origin to a liberal con- 
tribution from Mr. Tiilly Bo wen, of Providence. 

Warwick — Ladies' Library - -^ - - ' .« 600 vols r 

'' ^ Old Warwick Library - - - - 260 '' 

Westerly— Pawcatuck Library - - . . . 2, 000 '^ 

Hopkinton and Richmond — ^Manton Union Library - 800 ^^ 

Exeter — Manton Library - - - - - 662 " 

Charles town — Manton Library - - -; " SOO '^ 

**^ South Kingston. — Besides a small library (200 vols.) atKingston, there 
is an itinerating library consisting of about 400 volumes, which are divided 
into four cases, each case containing about 100 books^ and these cases * 
pass in succession through the sevei'al villages in the town. 
Warren Lyceum - ' - . , . - • 600 vols 

BarringtOH— District No. 2 - . , - - • - ^ - 600 ^^ 

Tiverton— Globe district - - - - - - 160 *^ 

^^ Most of the libraries recently established are open to all persons resident 
In the town, who will pay one cent a week for the use of a volume, and 
comply with the regulations which may have been adopted for the pre- 
.servation of the books." 

. Mr. Barnard (in the '^Report and Documents relating to the Public 
Schools of Rhode Island for 1848," pages 425 seq) has given a histori- 
cal and statistical account, of the several libraries m^ the State, with a 
sketch of the organization and the ti^ory and by-laws of the Pawca- 
tuck Library Association, as a favorable specimen of a public school 
library. He has also published the catalogue of this collection, in 94 
closely printed 8vo. pages. This library was selected by Mr. Barnard, 
and the catalogue, with some very judicious explanatory remarks and 
select hints on reading, w^s prepared by him. We extract the following 
paragraphs descriptive of thjB catalogue, remarking, that adipirable judg- 
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Bient'has been shown io tte choice of boofc^and in the means^adopted fcr 
leridenng'thiBm useful: 

" Tbo fitrat of the following catalogues is a cdiaiogue of subject^: Its 
design is not simply to give ^/e ^iVfe^o/^ Me books of th^ library., but tp 
furi^ish an indei: to the subjects considered in the b^^^ To effect thifl, 
lAue various b<>oks in the iibrary have been analyzed with considerahte 
eaxe, and the several subjects exhibited by them have bee^n airanged un- 
der their proper heads. The analysis has beenconiSned to distinct tneat^ 
ises aij4, separate articles on subjects^ The' design of the analysis, it is 
thought, has been accoinplijshed — ^^viz: to .make the catalogue so full t^t 
n& oniei^saall b^ obliged to remove a book from the shelves in order to learn 
its 'contents or subjects, and that those who use the library may make th^ir 
selection of bodes directly from the catalogue. Thus the convenience of 
persons in theff selection will be greatly promoted, and the injuriouil 
handling of the books be prevented. ^ , ' ' /■ 

^^In addition to the, catalogue of subjects, a catalogue of , authors in 
also given) in which the names of all the authors in the library oreptaced 
alpkabeticwy, and under each name all such work^ ot that author as be- 
long to the library; 

^< By the aid of these two catalo^es any pei-son^ even those the le^t 
familiar with books, may very readily refer to any work or any subject 
which they may wi$h , to examine. ♦ ^ * , 

"In both ca^aloguei^ the numbei^ of each book, as it stands on tlie 
library shelv^Sj is carried out on the margin of the paj^e,agains^ itS: title- 'V 

CONNECTICUT. . ;''.' ' 

Libnoi-y of the T/ieological fitMitUte'— 3^500 vols. — ^The books ih.thia 

library (founded in. 1833) are mostly theological. They are primarily for 

, the use of th^ faculty and students 6f the institute. The library is open 

. twice a week. The iiistitute was founded in 1833 by Jhe Congrega- 

tionalists; It was iiicorporated in 1834. ' 

hartfor£).> 

The Ijibrarycf the Y<«/n.^ ^fe/* '5 /n.s^iVi^«^ 0,000 vo/.<j.--— This library 
contains about 10,000 volumes; increasirig at the rate of about 5W 
volumes per*anoum. 

An excellent catalogue, prepared -on the same plan as that of the hbrary 
of Brown University, was printed, in 1844, containing 359 pages 8 vo. 
^ A supplementary catalogue (in 32 pages 8vo.) was'printed in 1847. 

. The preface to the catalogue contains the following historical sketch of 
the instityte: • ' 

"The Hartford Young Men'^ Institute owes its origin mainly to the 
interest awakened on the subject of lycenms and associations for mutual ' 
improvement by the lectures and discussions before ihe American Lyceum, 
at its annual meeting held at Hartford, May, 1838. The importance of 
establishing an institution in which all the young men of the city nught 
associate for .purposes of moral and mental improvement, was discussed 
among individuals, and notice for a public meeting at Union Hall, on 
Friday evening,,.May 19, 1838, was given ja the newspaper*. of the, city. 
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. 5f A puJblic meeting wa? aGCordingly hejd ,pf whiph t^e IJ[on . Thomas S. 
'Wilhams was made chairman J aiia WiHiam J9i«e$ Hamersl^y secretary. 
<?n rnotion of Erastus Smith, and after remarks by. Rev. T. H. .(iaI- 
. jmidet,.General JpHnsoli, Rev. Mr. Sprasue, arid Erastus Smith, it ^as 
T^sojyed, Mo/ the yotj^ng nun of Hartford vissocmte together for the pur- 
.fiose^of niutuaiifnprove'i^e?UJ The plan of an associatiorx was ^bert 'dis- 
.^ussed,.aud( its further consideration postponed' to an adjourtied meeting 
to be held on Monday. evening, June 4.' On .th.at evening the nieetlng 
was organized by appointing Henry Barnard, 2cl, chairman, and Eras- 
tus Collins secretary* The articles of as^pciation, upder the name x^f ihe 
^ Hartford Young Men's Institute,' were then discussed and adopted." 

On the 5th of June the association was brgaiiized by the appoiiitm*ent 
of officers. ' 

^'The .offipers of the institute immediiately isi^ued a circular, [setting 
forth .the i»jjporiance of such, an institution, atid appealing to the public 
for support,] and on the evening of the 4th of July the president delivered 
, a public address, setting forth the claims of this and similar institutions 
upon the liberal, support of the community, and especially upon the young 
men. . . 

** These appeal^ were promptly responded to by a large accession of mem- 
bers, and liberal subscriptions in books and money, so as to enable the 
executive committee to put the main departments of the institute into 
successful operation. A reading-room was opened, a library of twenty- 
., six hundred volumes was established, a cotirse of twenty lectures secnted, 
two debating classes formed, and eighty- three life members and three 
hundred and forty four annual members subscribed to the constitution of 
the institute. 

'^iBefore the close of the first yeat ah arrangement was effected with ihe 
share-holders of the Hartford Library Company, by which their \'aluable 
cpUection of books, amounting to about three thousand voruiries, tvas 
transferred to the institute. ' 

*'At the fir^t quarterly meeting of the institute, the executive' committee 
were directed to take. the necessary steps to procure ah act of incorpora- 
tion. Application wa§ accordingly rriade to the General Assembly, at its 
next session, in May, 183$, and a special act of incorporation was ob- 
tained under the name of the * Hartford Young Men's Institute.' 

**At the first arxnual meeting of th^ institute this act of incorporation 
was accepted, apd the former constitution,' with some modification, adopt- 
ed as the by-laws for its future government. ' During the year .1839-^*40, 
the nupiber. of. annual members was four hundred and five. At^the 
close or the. year 1842, there were five hundred and forty members; of 
which number, seventy one were life members, twenty-six were members 
in virtue of being share-holders in the Hartford Library Company, and 
twelve were members having the privilege of the library only. 

<^Duri|ig the year. 1843^*44, the library was enriched by a larger 
and more valuable purchase of books than in any former year — eight 
hundred amd eighty- two Volumes havirtg been purchased by the library 
committee, besides one hundred and- sixteen volumes which were pre- 
siinted by friends of the institute. Th<i interior of the rooms in Wads- 
toorth Ath^hOBmny appropriated to the institute, have been fitted up under 
the direction of Ifae executive committee, mostly from subscriptioiur ob- 
tained for that purpose. 
Mu 5 
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'^During the b^ief period of its existence, tlie success of the institute 
.. has more than realized the anticipations and promises of its earliest 
. friends. More than one thousand young men, from every walk and em- 
. ployment of life, have been enrolled among its members;. and through 
., them, more than two-thirds of all the families of the city have felt the in- 
fluence of the institution in some one or all of its departments of useftil- 
ness. Two classes ior debate have afforded opportunities for acquiring 
, mental discipline, and the correct, ready, arid elegant use of the English 
'^/language; in discussions of questions of civil, social, and literary import- 
' ance, at the weekly or monthly meetings which have been held during 
* the whole time. The reading room, embracing the most Vjaluable publi- 
cations in the periodical literature of this country and of iBngland, has 
been visited at aH hours during the day and evening, by members, and 
. strangers introduced by them,, who have had any leisure to spend in this 
: form of relaxation and ipstruction. The library (which, within six 
.. months after the first meeting for organization, comprised over five thou- 
sand valuable woris) has every year, since, received large accessions of 
whatever of gond, or great, or beautiful, the English or American mind 
. has produced, till the range of selections embraces.^about nine thousand 
Tolumes. It has scattered the pleasures and advantages of knowledge 
,. broadly through society — more thaii one hundred thousand books haying 
^ . been drawn from its shelves. The lecture-room, for upwards of one 
hundred evenings in all, in the autumn and winter of each year, has 
attracted crowded audiences . of the members and their frieiids, to listen 
. to.addresses by spme of the most eminent professional and literary men 
of our land, who have thus brought philosophy, science, and literature 
.from the office, the, study, and ceils o( scholars, to the workshop, the 
, daily business, and the.firesides of men. And, in entering on th^ seventh 
. year of its existence, the institute is in the permanent occupancy of one- 
third of Wadsworth Athenaeum — a spacious, safe and massive edifice; 
chaste, beautiful and attractive in its architecture; central in its location; 
. aflTording aii\ple accornmodatic^ns for the library and reading-room, the 
classes for debate arid mutual instruction, the weekly meetings of the 
executive committee, and the regular quarterly and annual meetings 
of all the members, under the same roof with the other literary and 
scieiitific institutions of the city — a structure consecrated to the pursuits 
of literature, science^ and the arts; a monument, at once, of the tnunifi- 
1 cence of the iiidiviclual whose lianie it bears, and of the ptiblic spirit of 
the citizens by whose liberality it was erected.*, 

^'Every member of the institute who shall have, paid all sums due 
V. firom him to the institute, and made good all damage and loss which he 
may have occasioned, and ^ny persjou.by: paying $3 a year in advance 
to the librarian, shall be entitled to all the, privilejges of the library and • 
reading room, . .' . . . 

*^Tbe library shall be open for the delivery and receipt of books 
every day (Sundays excepted) fi-opi 10 a. m. until 9 p. m." 

In the eighth annual report, presented Jupe 6, 1846>, we fiind the fol- 

•The Wadpworth AthersBum was ciected for the joint accommodati^h of ihe Young Men's 

ipstk^te and the Connecircut Historicfil Society. It al«o eontaji s a^^oMf^ry of^arc Daniel 

* Wadsv^nb g:aT& the land, valued at §}5.0U0t and tb« cit-^en^ auhcciibf 4 about (^^iQtiO for the 
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lowing table, exhibiting the number 6f volum^' in tbfe library fft the 
<5lose of ei^eh year; the number of volumes presented-; the number of toI- 
umes purchased^ anfl tlw amounts of mon^y annually expended upon 
thi9 department: 





No. of Tota. 


Donations. 


Purchaaea. 


Money expended. 


First year, 


6,620 
6, 335 
6,924 
7,463 
7,819 
8,701 
8,871 
8,9b9 


■ 

Vols. 800 
" 169 
" 126 
f' 175 
« 76 
" 116 
« 121 
" 21 


Vols. 1,600 
' ." 697 
" 463 
« 476 
« 28a 
*' 882 
« 49 
" 97 


f 1,261 91 
831 80 
678 67 
443 39 
393 43 
1,078 80 


Second year 

Third year 

Fourth year........ 

Fifth year. .*...... 

Sixth year. .••••••. 


Seventh year. . ..... 

Eighth year 


696 13 
46 21 




Whole amount of money expended 
Average atiiouht per annum 


6,33024 
666 28 



Owing to the time and labor required in making the necessary esti- 
mates, few of the reports announce the number of volumes annually cir- 
culated by the institute. 

The following are the estimates that have been made: 
Circulation;^ first year - - - - 2, 000 volumes. 

Circulation, fourth year - - * 25, 178 f^ , 

Circulation, fifth year ^ - ' - -23,250 '^ 

Circulation, eighth year - • -25, 115 ^^ 

The State Library of Connecticut ^ at Hariford. — ^Under the care of the 
Secretary of State are some 3,000 volumes of public documents and mis- 
cellaneous books, forming a nucleus for a St^te library. No distinct de- 
partment of the kind has as yet been organiaedv 

The Library of the Historical Society of thnnecticut — 7,000 vols. — 
This society was incorporated in 1825. Owing, however, to the removal' 
of several of the more prominent members ftom the State, its operations^ 
were suspended for several yfears. Its* charter v was revived in 1839. Sdon^ 
after which time, chiefly through the intervention of Mr. Henry Barnard, 
(now/the commissioner of schools in Rhode Island,) the present libmry 
was obtained* - 

This remarkable collection ^^asmade by Rev. Thomas Robbins, D. D., 
a clergyman of Rochester, Massachusetts^ formerly <]^' East Windsor, 
Connecticut^ one of the founders of thie society. In early life he deter- 
mined to buy about $200 worth of books everjr year.. This he conti»ued: 
yiearlyhaJf a cctUwry^tiW he had accumulated about 5,(K)0 volumes.. It: 
IS a curious and valuable collection. In the yeiar -* — it was transferred 
to the Historibat Society, by an arraugementy which constitutes the vene- 
rable collector librarian for life, and gives the library to the society. 

Trinitf QjUege lAiyraries 9^000 w^.~i-Tiihitn|n OoUeSge, forhierly called 
Wishington College, was incorporated by act of the legislature in 1883.. 
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•^«*Th^re-are 3';00d Ti^fltJittesbMortgiBg' 16 the cblleg^yiatrangedrin alcoTtes, 
"and'ooctipyitig a Tot^tt in Seabury Hall, in which are abo the portraita^ of 
<11#vel^l i>ffl<5^sva4id beh^acJlors 6i *e coltege. There are also two *i^<2- 

rf«« belonging to societies of under graduates, containing an 'aggregsnte of 

6,000 volumes."— [C/?/&g^c Calendar,] 

MIDDIiETOWW. 

'^esleycm University Libraries — 11,123 vols. — The Wesley an Unirer^ 
'>sily*vm8 incorpdraled in'lSSl;- the library was commenced thc'«jwney^ar. 
It contained August 1, 1848, 6,623 volumes, afew. MSS.^ maps> and 
. •': doiiis. About 100 volumes aue yearly idded, and about ,%\Q0 expended 
Ksteftioally for the putchase of bodks. An income of about $225 per' ftn- 
^ntfiA is derived 'from a^ tax upon liie under, graduates^ . A catalogue wa5r 
"^milted in 1837, containing-SO pages Sv'o^ The library. is. opened evtery 
f MWiday and -Thursday in term time, at 112 m., for half an hour. The per- 
•vsbJtis entitled to the use of the- books arer the faculty, president,; grad- 
uates, and undergraduates. The last pay $2 per annum. Professor 
:>*JbfiiiW. LiRkJsfeiy, librarian. ' ^ 

•Beside* the college library, the'Peithologian and Philorhetorian Societies 
of students, connected with the university, possess 6,600 volumes. The 
""iollowing remarks, prefixed to the catalogue of the college library, give 
' jK>me accoiint of that publication and of the history of the collection: 
. /^ The following catalogue has been prepared for the convenience of 
the librarian and students of the university. As the time which could 
be devoted to its preparation would not admit of a detailed accoiint of 
* the subjpclS'y^^dkion, and other particulars of each work, which are ne- 
cesaary to a full rand complete catalogue, nothing further has been at- 
tempted than an enumeration of the titlei^, briefly stated as m^ht be, 
and alphabeticaMy arranged, generally with reference to the subjects. 
^' The library has been enriched by many valuable donations, only a few 
•Htof which can be here noticed. The inost valuable was made by Thomas 
'»''Gb«pman, esq.jof Ca«nden^ New Jersey, and is called, as^a token of re- 
»'j6pectto the donor^. the Chapman Library of the Wesleyan University. 
This portion of the library, in < number about 2,000 volumes, consists of 
• all 'the books in cases D, E, and P, except such as are marked with a f. 
' There are among them 177 folios and 121 quartos. Of these^ 1^655 
'Volumes were fixed at a low price: one half of the amount was presented 
.'by Mr. 'Chapman, and the other half paid bythe trustees. The renminder 
. t ofihe 2,000 volumes was given with no reserve but the privilege of add- 
ling' to the number. Among the latter is a splendid copy of the Antwerp 
Polyglot, in 8 folio volumes. That part of the catalogue distinguished 
^hi a §, numbering 376 volumies, was the library of the late John Sum- 
. tfnerfield, and presented to the university by his brother-in-law, James 
' SBlackstock, esq., of JVew York. Those distinguished by a ♦, are books 
{ >f)iresented by' the British conference, valued^ at <^100. Other valuable 
• ! apresents have been made by authors and other individuals> of which igore 
i :fiipeoific notice cannot be taken in this place." 

SThe FriencUy Association ef Upper Middleiown^^34iVob.'^The fol- 
lowing notice is from a historical sketch furnished by Mr. Horace G. Wil- 
i '*BisaM> It would to difficiilt 4o point in this countiy to & better model for 
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a village litovary sodetjr^ or to one which whfts'beeti fer a,l(>E|geri timf% 
umnterruptedly prosperous and useful, than th« A^ieuidly Association. oC/ 
Upper Middletown: 

<^A little more than a yearpreceding the estaJUtshmentof the: Friendly:;, 
Association in this village, several gentlemen met: together and formeid^^ 
a social club for mental improvemeAt, under the name of the ^ Debating^ 
Soteiety.' It appears^to havei^mmenced wi^ha very respectable nuift- 
ber of members, and was <;ondacted with considerable spirit for a time* 
The number of members became, after a while, greatly reduced; and it, 
wasMsoIved by the few remaining ; to make isome changes in its man- 
agement) preserving whatever of the coDstitution and: by-laws wasj 
choiight excellent* The new plan, being favorably received by several;; 
individuals who were not connacted with the ^ Debating Society,' it§ . 
reorganization under a better system seemed to promise, success. 

'^On February 20, 1810, the first meeting, was; held, commencing with 
thirteen members; and, their object being, the* mutual, improvement .of 
each other, the name of the ^ Friendly Association' was very appropri-,,. 
^tely chosen. After the adoptioo of the. cQn$tiUiti()n fqrr the: socieiy, the 
prpceediogs. were regularly orga/nized by the appoinitmeiakt of officers/ 

<<Of the early members' who were particularly active in establishing. ai^fi^ 
sustaining the ussociations, the naxses of Messrs. WilUaqa . C. Redfield,;.^ 
8ilasrSage, Joseph Williams, and Martin Ranney, may be mqntion^i. 
with some degree of pride; the former of whom has, by his contributipws;. 
to, natural science since, his. residence abroad, secured a very distingiiished) 
reputation throughout. the world. Many, valuaklo^ features in th^ mafit . 
agement of the society were- suggested by hi$n;: he. is still warmly at? 
Cacfaedito it, and has repeatedly matiifested his^intar^^iit in its prosperityi. 
The&undationof a permanent library was a favorite measure with sevi 
eral of the original members- of the association, and.o^e of the fiiist resr 
olutions adopted was to appoint a com^mittee for. soUioiting.aid, from, its. 
friends in' the village. As the result of this efforty tl^^upa of $11 25. ii^.. 
cash «nd*53 books, chiefly on- biography^ tcavelp^ mi- r^igiou^ subjec^ts,.. 
were received, the most liberal donations being from iodividuaU not coi^^ 
nected with the society. About two years, lates> an additional fupd was^^ 
raised by subscription, among the members, aoiieunting to $32 2$) all o|;t 
which was. invested in the purchase of. books for the library. 

* 'The expenses, of the association have beeii ; managed wjith considerably] - 
economy, its principal resources being, the fee of on^ dollar paid;by eacl?,,. 
person upon signing the constitution^ WheuQver anjappUcantfQxadmissiiw.- 
is elected,. he ret^eiVfeS a snilabU address from the president, explaining his 
duties and privileges. As the sqcieity is ai.\vays v^ry-cjatiittjiomsi f^spectiiigfthe 
character of such, it has in no instance been forced to expel a member 
for a breach of its regulations.. Qjaiie a: number of young ladies have 
joined the association, and the effect of their frequent presence at the 
meetings hasibeen lo stimulate the zeal of the genUenifien, and to ren<^ef 
their: performance more interesting* Neither, se^t, i^' e7cem,pt- froiin cpntr^. , 
uting a shar^e of thftir.time and Ubor for. the mv»t»s^l .benefit; .but,, if> 
aiiy are too diffident to eishibit theirown pro(}uotiiQ5nsi or prefer to cooamu-i 
nicate aapnympusly^a 'reader' is appointed for thej purpose. . Tiio nii?/-:, 
cellaneous exercises usuiEiHy.e«wU|^aAe.,a >yariety of subjeptsjt they^co^a^^ 
pariticipally^ hft)WfiK*r^of original • oQpskpQSitipps^, rgQU^fctiQ^fi oftd^Ogij^s 
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and seliectcd pieces, reading, of choice extracts, trahsktions ftom tfie 
classics and modern langtiages, and reviews of literary publications. The 
meetings occasionally assume a conversational character: iu'teresting an* 
ecdotes are related, natuml eimosities and relics of * old times- are sho\rny 
and chemical experiments' are performed; and the members are always 
free to ask for information or to make critical remarks. 

"Thb practice of inviting strangers to deliver occasional addresses aiid 
lectures before the society originated about twelve years since, and has 
been continued to the present time, with marked benefit to themembers» 

*^'rhe return of every anniversary of the association is always an event 
of some importance throughout our village, it being celebrated with a va- 
riety of performances appropriate to the time. Considerable preparation i» . 
made for these exhibitions, which usually include orations, essays, dia- « 
logues, and dr9,mas, mostly original, together with songs and glees, or 
instrumental music. Of late v<?ars a small fee has been charged for ad- 
mittance, and with the funds thus realized additions are regularly made- 
to the library. 

^^Until 1834 the meetinge^ of the association were held in an old school- 
house which afforded Very inadequate accommodations, the library being- 
crowded into the space of a few fivet, called the *' lobby,' in one corner' 
of the room. By private subscription among the members, and a gener- 
ous arrangement with the proprietors of the ^academy' building, the 
free use of a spacious and convenient hall was secured so long as the 
society might choose to occupy it. The room is neatly fuiinished, and, 
as the library can now be difsplayed to advantage, it presents quite an 
imposing appearance. The number of books has increased to 434, .ex- 
clusive of several printed essays and documents; and of these about 75- 
volumes have been received from different members within a few yhaxu 
past. For a short time a regulation was in force allowing a person to* 
join the society for one year on payment of fifty cents, but it has since 
b6en repealed. The actual number of life members is now 276. Since its 
organization 802 weekly and monthly meetings have been held, th^r in* 
terest being very uniformly sustained, and only twice have they been 
suspended for a longer period than usual. The young men of the vil- 
lage, either clerks, apprentices, students, or teachers, are generally its ac- 
tive members, the oldest and nK)st capable of them being intrusted with 
the management of its affairs. Possessing a respectable library and a 
surplus in the treasury, the future success of the associatiqn alone de- 
pends upon the persevering efforts of its friends. 

<' HORACE G. WILLIAMS. 

"Upper Middletowk, Ch?in., July II, 1850." 

NEW HAVEN. 

Yale College Libraries — 50 yiSl vols, — In the year 1700, ten of the 
principal ministers met at New Haven and formed themselves into a 
society, and agreed to form a college in the colony. At their next meet- 
ing, which was at Branford, the same year, each of them: brought a 
number of books, and, presenting them to the society, said: ^^ I give these 
books for thje founding of a college in this colony. ' ' 
-Bishop Berkeley^ about 1733, s»ent to the library from Euj:t>pe "the. 
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finest collection of books tha^ fever, c^rae together at one time intp 
America.*' Sir I^aac Newton, Sir Richard S[teete, Drs. Burnet, Wood- 
ward, Halley, Bendy, Kennet, pa|aniy, EdVards, the Reverend Mr. ' 
Henry, and Mr. Whis*on, presented their own works to the library. 

The growth of the library till 1845 was very gradual* In that y6tu: a 
very large and valuable accession, selected and purchased in Europe by 
Professor Kingsley^gayei to the library a new and vigorous impulse, and 
placed it 9inong the b^st. collections of books in this country. , , 

It contained January 1, 1849, ^0^515 volumes, including duplicates, 
of which there, may be 200 to 3u0.yoluai«s. The number of pamphlets ^ 
is proijably 3,()00, The library, contains also a few MSS., charts ai>4 
engravings-^iapt easy to specify in nuhfibers. The MSS. beqneathed by 
President Stiles are in ai36ut 40 votemes. Fat the last teri years about • 
900 to 1.000 volumes have been added annually. During the same ' 
period the average annual .expenditure for the purchase ofhooks has been 
$1,620. There is a permanent fund of $27,000 for the increase of the 
librury, yielding annually $1 ,620. In 1845-^*6 a building was erected for * 
the use of the Coliege Liferary aqtl the three so6iety libraries. The mate- 
rial is red sandstone from Portland, t/onnecticut. The total 0ost, when 
stone steps, and pinnacles are added, will be near $40,000. The books ' 
are arranged on the Shelves according to subjects, as fer as may be con- . 
veniendy practicable. The books ^e not numbered. Catalogues were 
printed in 1743^ 1755, .1791, 1808; the last (102 pp. 8vo.) in 1823. Tiie ' 
library is opened every dky in the year (except Sundays an4 three or four 
public days) ia terrti tinie froin 10 a. m. to 1 p. m., ind from. 3 to 5 p'. m., 
and, in sui'nto^ cprnmonly an hour 'or two more: .iti; vacation, every day ' 
from S to 5 hoitrs.^ The persons entitled to the use of th^ books arS, the , 
professors, tnembers of the professional schools of the college, and^meih- 
bers.ot the senior and jiinibr classes. Senior!^ and juniors pay ai 'small 
charge --others paly nothing. The privileges of the libra^ry dre granted,to 
nian^ literatjr' ^nd scientific persons in town. Books are lent out, but . 
consultation in the library is encouraged in preference. The number 
•drawn out yearly, not known. The number actually out on one day when 
an examination was made^ April 2, 1849, was' 641.' The term of loan is 
one month, except to. the officers of the college, who frequently retain 
books until the geiieral return in August. Th6 nimber of visitors from 
curiosity and study is, in feir weather, large. The number of consulters 1 
nxay vary from five to fifteen daily. In ansx^ef to the question, Have the 
books been injured at any time by insects? Mr. Herrick remarks: *^Thc' 
Lepism^ stzccharina is common; brought. in, probably, "by old books. I ■ 
cannot discoj^t^r that it eaits much. In nly own nbrary, at home, two 
books have been injured by s6me boring beetle or its larva, (probably a' 
species of anobium,) so that I Cannot doubt that books in our public 
libraries need examinatipri Once a year, a( least, with reference to this' 
niatter.** Boolcs are lent 'to persons at a distance, on application to the' 
library committee, and without charge. For two or three years past' 
. books have been constantly out of town under this regulation. Edward 
C. Herrick, librarian. • : 

See also. American Quarterly Register, vol. 8, p. 14: Boston^ 1836: 8vo., 

Medical Library — 900 vols. 

I4W Library— 1,900 vols, .' . ^ 
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In the saixiQ "building with the College . Library; but in separate apart-. ,^ 

mentS; arc the libranes of the three literary societies of the college, viz; '; 

the Linbnian, Brother^ in Unity; and Callibpean. 

' Statistics January 1; 1849: , > 

No. of voIb., by Aver^geNo* of toIs. No. of yolnrnca . , 
actual countl added per year for drawh'outper 
^ ' t^n years pdBt. ahhuM: 

Linonian Society" ■ - '-10,546' A^O Ti,'5:i0^ 

BrV)thers in Unity Society - ro'/s6& 43& abcmtthe sam^- 

Calliopean Sdciety . .- 6;02i)' • ' 170' about 5j1*0O * 

The society libraries ^.rejopefleSrst^edly every day (or nearly^ in teri^, ^ 
time foj about 35 minutesi'encli^ig at Si'pwj nr. Kacli society librarian has ' 
usually three^r four assistants.,! Tlie librarian is selected' trom the senior 
cUs^;;theja^sist£mts are;frojyi tjie low^r pU^ * ^ *; • 

T^ie ia§t caiaiogu^ of t(ie.l{brary.Qf;'tlie Lirionian' Society, priiifed No- 
ven);ber;; 1846, cpniains^^jTi page^ Svq.i It has; the, folio wjngprefiiCe^ \V^^ 

." The Linoriiari Society' was ibunde'd in Septemher; A! p. .175$.' .T(>t 
the member^ of the. society of tl^e. class of itGO^ and of the classes ini- 
mediately fpilbwiogifWe are, iud'ebteci for tHe foundation of the library.'. 
In, the records of the spplety.jat thsit'time is'f^uni a v^^^ to. 

Timothy. D wight; Nathan Hc^Te;^. and James HillJipu'se^ for tJie first" con- . 
tribution of books." • . > i ! = i / , 

>' From th:e records and catalogues, .w^>re eriabled fo/show^ 
of yolumes,atrdiff^jfept periqdk. ^"^ ^^^^ ♦k^*:^ «^o; o*i*^;i ^^ v^:^ i^^U^iTrtiftn;* 

vq^s'.i :i78q; - "^ " — - 

1^3;.l:,l67v ... , ^ _, , „ ., ._, , ,_. 

The pre^sent catalogue numbers ;l6,i03 voluoiiBs." , -^ ^ m.. 

i^^lt^rms beeii attempted tp adapt the present catalogue, to genferaljCon: .. 
veriip.npe. .To. this end it h^s heen ifnade a|s accurate.pna systeniatic as , 
possible; each b9ok/i^, inserted und^r the' iparne of the'a.dthor^ as far as 
could b^ ascertairied, a'n4 ,^§^i" under the tnost prominent word of -the 
title. The classified indejj'wiH afford'a yiew of the, resources of the li- 
brary in the respective departments lliereih'de's^^^^^ ,'. ' , ,. 

.The last catalogue of the Ubrarjr '.of. tlieBrO Unity, cohtairiin^ ^ 

224 pa^es 8v6., was published in April^;184B. , TKe follWihg'is the 
preface': , ^ ^ .' "', ; ^. " .^ .. ,, ^[ .^. ^ ,. '..,.. 

/^The library of the,30ciety,pf Brothers in iJni^ . 

wirrg^ of the new CoUege tiDrary-hiiilding; aii^^^ niunher? ai the wes^it 
tipie 9,140 vol vinie's. , , V. \\s, «v u!-.^,..»; 

'^ The oldest catal(?gue wbicK we have peen'; (ppblanly; thi^ oldest' hi;* 
existence,) is a nianuscript o.rigihally, prepjaired by Judge Balclwin of this 
city,jand by him lately p^-esented to ^he lil3r|iryi Judge Bald.wih' was li- 
brarjanof the elasi^ of JtSI; thirteer^ years subsequent to the formation of 
the eodety. This valudhle r^eU9 'contains a list'of only l63V6lume$-^but' 
those carefully selectejd. standard works.. The litirary was at that tiihe 
kept in a private room, and jealously closed against aH'excej)t members, ' 
A pollection of the printed catalogues, nearly if riot quite corhplete, is td 
be found in the library of the college. It appears froih these/ tfiat froni" 
1808 to 1825 the various societies issued joint catalogues.' The num- 
ber of volumes in the Brothers library, at various periods since IfiOJ^, is as 
follows: 18118, 723 vols.; 1811; 756 vols.; 1814, 860 vols!; January, I'SiS, 
937 vols.; September, 1822, 1^87 vols.; November, 1825, 1,730 vols.; 
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April, 182^i 2,590 vdlSr,; Septittiber; 1832; 3,582 voW.;' January, 183$; '' 
4,565 vo^s.; June, 1836, 6;078 vblsi. It will be seen ffom this table that ' 
it has iiKiiieased wfth miich greater rapidity within the last few years than 
at- anry farmer period. 

'^ The present cataiogtie differs in several respects from those which 
have preceded it. The list of authors h^s' bdieri very much increased-^- 
complieted, so far as time wdiild allo\r — and inserted in the body of the 
w(irk; The whol^ has been rewritten,.and iavery::many cs^sJpsthfe tittesof 
books given with .greater distinctness. The index has also been rendei;-* 
ed m€>fe~perfect by th^ additior^ of th^ee ox . fourrnew division'^^f Bpaks , 
cam, therefore, be found. alnfiost inyariably under the ruxmepf^ the mdhovy 
usruallyalso under the mostproniinent word of <Ac»V ptrn /i/fe,,^nd. finally, 
uiwier their appropriate subject in the index.'' . 

The Calliopean. Society^ published a ca.talo.gue (94 pages 8yo.) ofi the. 
saHftCf general plan as the others jn February,. 18^^ • 

All these catalogues are well .prepared, and elegantly printed. , The li- . 
bnaau^ themsel yes. are of great value. The societies are conducted wither 
TetDTprkable spirit. To the Brothers Society we are indebted for the p\^bv ■ 
li<^ation of a very useful yvork^ prepared by William f'rederick Poole, epti-. ' 
tl^ ^^An Alphabeticafl Index to subjects treated in the Keyiews,and other • 
Periodicals, to which no indices have been published; prepared for the ' 
library of the Brothers in Cnity, Yale College. New York*, JPutnajaa^. 
1848: 154pages8vo.|'" ; ;.*./.".! ,\\ ....*!....'." \ 

L\hT€ury\of tlie Youiig Afeh^s )nstiiute--'3)8()(}'volsi 

,, ; new*Y([Jkk;:; 

AiJa-ANYi 

Slate Z>f6mry--23^5t4 vo/i.-f-Poundedin 1818' It is in two dep^^ 
mente, the Law Lih/ary diuSi t/ie Misceilaneous lAbrarj/y contsfining — 

, Law Library — Law-. .• .•.•.• .' .-.*.. •• . .• . .• . .• . .* ^ .- . .- .• .• * ^ .• 5', 82^ vols . 

Statute law\ . / .- ^ « * « « ^ . . ^ ^ < « « « i •• ^ < 1,«353 

Statepapers. .<4«4. 4 « 4 «•• ^ 4 «4«4 «^4 2/793 

' ■ 9,.870'V^feJ 

Mil^celtdneous library; ^ »< ^ ««•» w < i < 4 .«»« ^^^ ««<4 «•<«»* « 13,- 353 volk. 
M«t)sL atlases, &G.-,-boundin- volumes^ » w » » ^ •« • . . • i. . . . 51 ' 

Maps-... 44. .••*4., 4 4w. 9T ^ 

EJllg.'^VibgS . . . 4 » W 4 . I 4 I / . 4 4 4 4 4 . 4 4 4 . . 4 4 .- I . 4 4 . 4 4 4 . 4 4 t 4 299 

Pbihtiiig and bustS4 4 • « » ^ • < . » « « # . . . 4 1 4 4 4 . . » • • < . < • 4 • »4 4* 

JlilSGlaiS^ •«.'....tt.k*»k»<.«44»Akk44k**»«4t4<Sli4-*44».» *'■ ^9 • • 



Totals tt%»4i;t*t»t....A'. «»4»4«4f%k»t»4k»* Mj 9lf9 * - 



There i& also a large' collection of mahirscripts 'coriiiected,' with the hi^- ' 
tory of the State, most of which haive lately been received from the office | 
oi the. Secretary of State, from which they* were trafisferfed to the State. 
Library in pursuance of a' Joint resolutiori of the* senate' and asseiribly, ', 
A separate cataldcue of these, forming 55 pp. 8'vo.j was printed" in 1K49, ] 
being No, 148 of the* Assembly documents J Some of these'manu^cripts 
ar^jof great interest and value. Among them are the original charier, or 
grant,, of Charles II to his brother, the Duke of York, of this State, 



Digitized by ^ 



imi : 74: 

amongst others ^ in 1664; several royal jcommi$sif»ns, of which the oldest / 
is that of William and Mary, in 1689, con^jtitutiiig Heijry Sloughter cap- * 
tain general of the province of New York; oaths of allegiance and office^ . 
extending from 1698 to 1810; certificates of entry for land aad,land patents;.' 
rolls of J^ws passed by the legislature of the province, &c, 
^ The following appropriations have been made for the State Library - 
since its foundation, in 1818, for the purchase of books, maps, charts, (fcc: 

1818 ($Z,mO for books and fitting np rooms, &c.) $1, 500 00 

18t9 (annual appropriatiwn).. , ;. 500 00 

1820 (annual appropriatic^ri) .1 , /. ;::•....; ^j .. . 500 00 

1821 .......-...;.... ..;.... 500 00 

1822. •...-. .v.. ,...,.....,... 600,00 ' 

l.o5co •••••••••••••••••••••••■•••••••'••.••'•...'..•'••.*. \)/5 00 

1824 ...:........ 500 00 

1826 .. . •* ......;.. 1, 600 00 

1826 , .:...:........, 1,300 00 

1827 .......'. 1,000 00 ' 

18^8 .....:... 1,000 00 

1 829 , 1 , 300 00 

1930...,.......;',;...;... ..,....;.;....' 801 44 ' 

1831....;..,.,............ .:.'.;...... 662 78 

183^..;... ...' ......:...........'..'...'..'.... 1,645 44 

1833 , 1,399 51 

1834 ..:.... ....'. ..:...... 1,236 38 

« Globes .,....,.,'.,, 60 00 

« 1st vol. Audubon ;.;..;■....;..•..'' 220 00 

1835 ,.,w.,» 1,240 93 

" 2d vol, Audubon , 220 00 

1836., ............;..;.,. 1,972 Ste 

1837 ...........:. 1,219 39 

" 3d vol Audubon , , 200 00. 

1838 ,.....,,,.;,., ...;...... 6li 61 

1839 ,; ,,.,,,,........... 1,309 32 

1840,... ....: 1,006 43 

".-.......,, , ,,,.,,, ,.,,,,.... ,, 163 49- 

" 4th vol. Audubon..,,,,,,,,,,....,. .;.......„......, 200 00 

1841 , ,,.,,,,,,.,....., .3, J48 60- 

" .•-•> ...,,,,.,,,,.,,.. 68013. 

" ,,.,,,.,,,". , . 13 00 

1842. ..> ,, ,,,.,.,.,., ,- 2,560 91 

" - , 166 83 

1843.. » , , : 1,50« 00 

1844 .: 3,972 63 

1846 3,660 37 

" Warden library 4,000 00 

1846 3,328 64 

1847 3,684 91 

1848 4, 347 18 

1849 4,800 00 



,62,995 97 
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The value of the donations to tide library has been estimelted by Dr, T. 
Romeyn Beck, secretary of thetrustees, as foltows : 

Previous to 1844 $1,000 

During 1844 . . . . . : : 253 

I&45 1 ,215 

J846. 1,915 

1647 2,068 

1 848 800 

1849 • 2,250 



9,601 



^^ If to these we add the hundreds of volumes of laws, journals, docu- 
ments, and law reports; the copies of the Natural History of New York, of 
the Journals of the Provincial Congress, &c., (fcc., presented by the State 
itself to the library, the total amount will considerably exceed ten thousand 
dollars.^' 

Respecting the general character of the collection the select committee 
of the assembly on the library say, in their report dated February 3, 1849: 
" We feel constrained to say that we have been surprised and gratified to 
find such completeness in some of the departments, and the whole to be of 
such great value. An examination will convince all that it has become a 
worthy object of State pride. Already the law department is considered*. 
the most perfect of any similar collection in the States. It is believed,' 
also, that nowhere can be foui^d so many useful works on America and"; 
American aflfairs. The most unwearied pains have been taken; Europe 
and this country have been ransacked to procure everything valuable m 
this department. The value of these books cannot be estimated in money, 
for money could not replace very many of them. There are, also, valuJ*- 
ble scientific, statisflcal, documentary, and miscellaneous works, other- 
wise inaccessible to Americans generally.'* 

This library has, at different times, received large and valuable acces- 
sions through the agency of M. Vattemare Nearly one thousand vol- 
umes, mostly in folio and guarto, besides maps, charts, (fcc, have been 
thus added to the library. 

It is required by Ijaw that a catalogue of the State Library be published 
every fiye years. The trustees present an annual report to the legislature 
containing the lists of books added to the library sirice the previous report. 
The catalogue published January, 1844, contains two hundred and forty- 
five pages Syp. The regents of the university, having been constituted . 
trustees of the State Library by act of the legislature, (passed 4th May, ' 
1844,) requested, in their report, (January 10, 1845,) permission to pre- 

Sre and pririt, immediately, a new and improved catalogue. The legis- 
ure acceded to their wishes, suspending the enactment requiring quin- 
quennial catalogues. 

The catalogue pubyshed in 1846 is in two parts, paged separately. Part 
1, is the catalogue of the law library, (252 pages Svo.,) prepared by Johu 
L. Tillijaghast: Part 2, catalogue of the miscellaneous library, (294 pages 
Svo.,) prepared by George Wood. Pages 214^252 contain a minute and 
carefully piepared descriptive catalogue of the publications of the Record 
Commis>ion of Great Britain. A new edition, dated January 1, 1850, has 
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been prihted-'ICccmtains 1,088 pagesJarge 870 , in parts; Thefestpart, 
(245 pages) is an alphabetical «atalog«e of the law books, registered with 
the necessary fulness, under the names of the authors. The second part> 
in; 3^ pages, double columns, i^ a catalogue or index of the same books, 
arranged according to subjects. The titles of subjects are arrai>ged, alpha- 
betically. The third part (pages 283-365) contains statute laws and 
State papers. This includes a list of Congressional documentsi since the 
formation of the government, in a tabular form, exhibiting the number 
and titles of the volumes published, at each session of Congress, with the 
time of the commencement and termination of each session. The fourth 
parti (pages 367-376) is a classification of statute laws and^ State papers, 
under nineteen heads, as commerce and navigation, debates, digests, di- 
plomatic correspondence, &c. The fifth and largest part is a catalogue, of 
the miscellaneous works, (pages 377-81 5 ) Part sixth is a classification of 
• the miscellaneous, works into five leading classes, namely : f I) theology, (2) 
go^vernmeut and political economy , ,(3) sciences and the arts, (4) history, 
(5) belles-lettres, with'several subdivisions under each class. Part severjth 
contains -a [catalogue of works of art, globes, atlases, maps, , plans, paint- 
ing, engijaving?, busts, and medals, (pages 909-950,) Apperided to thesej 
are. lists of books received while the catalbgue was in j)ress, a list of dpr 
nations to the State Library from its foundation to January, 1.860, and a de- 
scjriptive list of manuscripts received from the Secretary, of State. 

f^^he works in the miscellaneous department of the library, when not 
aiionynopus, SLTe^ letiered with the author's name, and a. brief title of the. 
wbrki . Each work* is arranged on the shelvea alphabetically, under the. 
initial, letter of the surname of its author. Anonymous works are lettered/ 
agreeably to their subjects, and placed in like manner und6r their initial' 
letters. The octavos and smaller sized volunies are disposed on one set., 
of ^shelves-r-the quartos and folios separately, on other sets of shelves, . 
There are, however, some few exceptions to this order^ Periodical works, , 
such as magazines, registers, and reviews, scientific, journals and publi- 
cations of learned .societies, togethier with the dictiona^ties, encyclppaedia^, 
and gazetteers,, and other similar works of. repeated reference, are with-, 
drawn from, the general arrangement and placed by themselves for more 
convenient consultation^ The Warden collection it was thought advi>a- ' 
ble to keep, li^cewis6,,bY itselfj. The w:orks of this collection had'been 
numbered by Mr. Wardfen, in his published catalogue., -as they followed 
in his classification. .These numbbrs, have been cancelled,, the works 
new numbered in their ord6r iri this .catalogue, .and indicated by the cap 
it^I letters W. C, with the number. The maps, charts, an Jatlases have; 
bee,n .treated in a somewhat similar rrSanner, and arranged in the cata- 
logue among the other maps and charts. The words vide arid see are 
used' in the catalogue for two distinct purposes: vide^ when the reference 
is from one pari of the catalogue to another; see^ when'thq reference is-, 
to the book itself, on the shelves.** 

. The lihrary is open, during, the session of the legislature and the courts, 
from 9 a. m. to 4 p. m , Sundays excepted. On Christmas, Now Years, 
afjd other holidays, it is open one hour^ from 9 t6 10 a. m. 

It is accessible fur reading and cor^sultation to every citizen, 'the fol- 
lowing statutes and .regujatioi^s, of* the trustees relate to the use gf the 
library: . . , ' 
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Re^ed Statutes y v^ume.'!^ plhrtly chapter iXj HUee) se€tiin%.-^^lt 
•«hairbe the duty of the trustees to provide, in their fegtilations, that any 
member of the senate or i^sembly, dnring the session of the le§fislature; 
or duringthe sitting of the court for the correlJtion of erroars, or of the 
senateonly, shall be permitted, under proper restrictions, forfeiljures and 
penalties, to take to his boardii!ig house,: or private room, any bnpk be- 
longing to the library, except such books as the tmstees shall determine ' 
«re necessary always to be kept inthe library as books of reference; but 
no member of the legislature shall be permitted to tike or detain from' the 
library more than two volumes at any one time. 

lind.y sec, 7. — '^Beforelhe president of the senate, or the speaker of the 
assembly, shall grant to any member a certificate of the time of his. at • 
tendance,. lie shall be satisfied that such metnber hjks returned all books 
taken out of the library by him, and has settled all accounts for finesyfor 
injuring such books, or otherwise. 

**The trustees hereby declare, agreeably to the provisions of the revibed 
statutes, that the law library, in its most extensive sense, comprehends 
such books of reference bjs should always be kept in it; but during the 
session of the legislature, of the- senate, of . the court for the correction of 
errors, and of any court held in the capitol, law books may be taken from , 
the library to any room in the capitol, to be ireturned on the same day. 
The librarian shall previously charge each person so taking with the book 
or books, and a fine of fifty cents shall be imposed for each day's deten- . 
tion beyond the above time. The regulations above ordained, as to loss, 
injury, or damage of books, shall apply in the present case. 

"i\o books belonging to the law library are to be taken to the miscella- 
neous library to be read; nor are books, maps, charts, or prints, be 
longing to the miscellaneous library, to be taken to the law library to be 
read or examined."' 

The number of persons consulting the library i3 said to be very large, '^ 
but it cannot be accurately stated. 

The library is at present in the capitol. It is very inconveniently 
lodged . The rooms, too, ari completely filled . The trustees and the gover- 
nor of the State recommend the erection of a new building. From the 
spirit, good judgment and taste manifested in the general arrangements of 
the trustees, we are led to hope that they will not add yet another to the 
long and m^lwncholy list of opportunities neglected for giving to the world 
the plan of a building suitable for a public library. The present librarian 
is Alfred B. Street. 

The Assembly Lihrary contains 6,000 to 8,000 volumes. " It is im- 
possible for the librarian, or any one else, to tell the exact number, so 
long as they are kept in the present manner. All that can be crowded, 
two rows deep, upon the shelves in the clerk's room, are there. The rest 
are in the garret of the capitol. This library is increasing very rapidly.'* 
The select committee of the assembly on the library (from whose report 
' the above extract is taken) recotnmend the providing of better accommo- 
dations for this collection. It should be remarked that this collection con- 
tains several copies of most of the public documents of the State. The 
number of different works is consequently much smaller than the ag^^re- 
gate number of volumes would seem to indicate. 

The Library of the Younff Men's Association— i.JX^ vols. — The Yt)ung 
Men's Association for Mutual Improvement, in the city ctf Albany, tiras 
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founded on the 13th of December, A. D. 1833, ^fThe plkn'driginally 
contemplated, and which has been hitherto carried into successful opera- 
tion, was to furnish, at the cheap rate of two dolters^ per annum, admission 
to a news and periodical room, in which all the leading journals and pe- 
riodicals of the State and nation, and such foreign ones as were deemed 
proper, should betaken; the privilege of taking books from a libraryi to 
which additions are constantly being made of new and valuable publica- 
tions; attendance upon popular lectures on literary and scientiiio subjects 
at least once a week during the winter months, and opportunities for de- 
bate during the same period. Such extended means of information, of so 
vairied and practical a character, it is confidently asserted, were never be- 
fore offered at so cheap a rate." [See introductory remarks to a pamphlet 
coiilaining the charter, with the rules, <fcc., of the Young Men's Associ- 
; ation in Albany j 1847.] 

The association was incorporated by act of legislature, passed March 
12, 1835. 

The library contained (January, 1848) 4,015 volumes, valued at 
$3,726 2t>. ' There wqre added during the previous year, by purclkas?© 
870 volumes, by donation 24 volumes. 

The following summary statement of the affairs of the association, 
taken from the annual reports of its presidents, from the time of its or^u- 
ization to 1847, is annexed to the pamphlet, before mentioned, contain- 
ing the charter, <fcc.: 
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A catalogue of the library, classified with an alphabetical index, was 
published in January, 184§. It coutaius 103 pages 8w). An earlier cat- 
alogue was jM-inted in lti43 The librarian is A. P. Lansing. 

Library of i/ie State Nojmal School -*- 6,658 ?;o/s.t— In the report f>r 
1846 of the executive committee of the State Nornml School of New 
York, esjtablii?hed at Albany in 1844, it is.stated that '*a donation for an 
educational library has been made to thq Normal School, by the execu- 
tors, of the Hon- James Wads worth, out of certain funds left by that dis- 
tinguished friend of education, to be disbursed in 3\ich manner as would 
best promote the interef ts of jhe schools of the people." This valuable 
doaauon has bean received^ e^nd composes the piincipal p^rt of ihe^^^Mis- 
.-pelUaepjis J^ibiary.''-^ ;...... .. . -..,.1 ;. '. ^ ,/ ■ ■ ,,;;•;. . /.,/ .•._• :,. 
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* ^'Thdre are at present 745 volumes in the Miscellaneous Library. The 
Text Book Libraryn(inGibers6,113 volumes.''— [Report January 12,1849.] 

With reference to the general character of the books, in the "First 
Quinquennial Register and Circular of the State Normal School, Septem- 
ber, 1849,"^ it is slated: "Besides an abundant supply of text books upon 
all the branches of the course of study, a well selected misceHaneous 
library has been procured, to which all the pupils may have access free of 
charge. In the selection of this library particular care has b^en exercised 
to procure most of the recent works upon education,. as well as several 
valuable standard works upon tbe natural sciences, history, mathematics, 
<fcc. The State Library is^ also freely acceissible to all. The library is 
under the charge of Mr. Webb, one of the teadhers of the school, who 
deserves especial commendation for the care takien by him, in arranging 
and preserving the books. The Miscellanwis Library now numbers 783 
volumes; showing an increase. of 38 volumes since the last report. In the 
Text Book Library thete m*e 4,338 w)lumes fit for use." — [Annual report 
forl86U.J 

LAbrary of the New York State Agrictdiural Society — 600 ro/^.— This 
society was organized in February, 1832, and was incorporated the samd 
' year. It has gradually been collecting a library, composed mostly of agri- 
cultural works, pamphlets and periodicals During the last year (1848) 
"about 100 volumes were added bypurphase, and upwards of 100 by dona- 
tion. The library is now much used', and the Executive Committee, in 
their report for 1848, urge that it should be so increased as to contain all 
the valuable works on agriculture, horticulture, <fcc.', published in this and 
other countries, both for the benefit of the officers of the society, who are 
frequently called Upon for information, and for the' farmer and others in- 
terested in agriculture. 

Library oil the Albany Medical Co/fe^e— 2,212 vols. — The books are 
most of them new and in good preservation. Their value is estimated at 
$5,900.— [Regents' report, 1850.] 

Library of the Albany Institute — 3.323 w/^. — The Alb'any Institute 
was established in 1828. In 1832, the library consisted of 1,592 volumes, 
and the museum of 10,44'! specimens in natural history/ The library at 
present (1849) contains 3,323 volumes. 

■' •■' AUBURN. ' ' . ' 

Theological Seminary Library — 6,000 vols. — Th^s seminary was found- 
ed by the Presbyterians, and commenced operations in 1821. 

■ ' BROOKLYN. 

Tlie Library of the Unitefl States Naval Lyceum— 2)^71 vols. — The 
lyceum was founded in 1833, and possesses a library of 2,971 ;\f'olumes, 
478 maps and charts, 631 coins, 49 medals; and 75 engravings. It is 
open daily from 8 o'clock a. m. to 3 p. 'm. Members gf the lyceum ttiay 
take books out of the library. Few, however,, are taken out. The o^icers 
of the statioti resort to the library for reading. The Hbrary is at present 
under the charge of Dr. Thomas L. Smith, s|Trgeon of the United States 
•navy.' '*■•.■■ ■'-.•'■ 

City Library — 3,000 vols. — Founded and incorporated In 1839. The 
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books (400) of the 'Hamilton Association-, iMive lately ieen pi^rohased. 
The whole now occupy a part of the Free Library room of the Broofelyn 
I-nstitutej.but are not m€|rged in. the. library of the institute. It is ho-ped 

. that, the Ciiy Library will.be thp miclqvis of a krge and valuable collecUpn. 
A right 4n.,the][i)3fary.. costs $263 ^annual. aissessDf)eut,^3. - Persons not 
owning ^* rights "mayi.eryoy the privileges of the library on payipg;$5 per 
annum. An alphabetical catajlogue, (80 .pp. 8vo,) was published in l§fl* 
The act of Jncorporation and by-laws are prefixed to tjie catalogue. The 
library, is under the care of. thfe, institute, and no.separate librarian. is em* 
ployed. : 

YoueAs^i Free Library of the Bropkfpn. lrisHiute'^y028 t;o/a.*^The in- 
stitute was. founded,. Avigl^ist, 1823; ch^trt^red September, 1834,^ by the 
name of the Apprentices' Library Association of Brooklyn; charter renewed 
April 13, 1843, and na^ie. changed to tbe Brooklyn Institute. The Free 
I^ibrary dates, from .1828. The present rate of increase is from 200 to 500 
volumes a year. The expenditure |br books varies front$50 to j^250 a year. 
Many books are annually worn out by constant use. There is at present 
no jjermanent .fund for the increase of the library. A part of the lent of 
the institute r9pms is devoted to that purpose. The sum of $5^000 is 

. about, to be invested as a. permanent fund for the library. A .building of 
granite and brick was erected for a lyceum^ at an expense of $30,000. It 
was sold under mortgage,. bought by an individual, and presented to the 
trustees expressly for ^ library... It is eighty feet long, fifty f^et wide, and 
three stories high. Four catalogues have been printed siii^ce 1829; the 
last in 1849 (114 pp. l2mo.) The library is open three tifnes a week, for 
three hours each time, for takipg out books, and every evening for cpn- 
sultatiou., About 30,000 books are taken out each year. The librarians 
are volunteers, and frequently change. 

^^Minorsof twelve years of age and upwards may have free access to the 
Youths' Free. Library, Brooklyn^ Institute^. subject to th#followingjcules 
and regulations, viz: 

1. **A guarantee; will be, r^uired for the safe return of all booksloaned. 

2. "Each reader will be required to purchase a catalogue, at twenty -five 
cents. The numbers^ of the books wanted must be legibly marked pn the 
card supplied for that purpose previous to coming to the library. 

3. <*Books may be returned every week, or kept out two weeks; if kept 
longer, they must be renewed, or the reader will be fined as follows: each 
quarto volume 12J' cents, octavo volume 6 cents, duodecimo volume 3 
cents per week. 

4. '^Books lost, defaced, or injured in any way, by being torn,.sqilpd, 
written in, or leaves turned down, such damage to be paid for by tlie 
reader as the librarian may deem proper. If a volume of a set be lost or 
injured, the whole set to be paid for, 

5. "JNo conversation allowed among the readers in the room during the 
time of giving out books, and all disorderly conduct in or near the libi^ry 
will forfeit them the use of the books, and also the admission to the lec- 
tures. Readers are required to leave the room as soon as they have 
received their books. 

6. "Books marked with an asterisk (*) shall not be taken ifrom the li- 
brary except by special permission. 

7. "No reader can redeive a book firom the library until he shall have 
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paid all fines, and made good all damages he may have occasioned, and 
no book belonging to the library caii be lent by the reader to any person 
out of the dwelling of the reader. 

8. "The library wili be open for girls every Thursday from 3 to 4 o'clock 
p. m; for boys every Monday and Saturday evenings — ^from May to 
November, from 7 to 9 o'clock; Novenber to May, from 6 to 8 o'clock. 

9. "Members of the institute may have the use of the library, subject to 
the above regulatit)ns.^' 

BUFFALO. 

Library of the Ynun^ Meti's Association --Qy^OQ vols» — This society 
was incorporated 3d March,, 1837. It has (January, 1849) a library of 
6,500 volumes, which is well selected and arranged, and contains many 
rare and valuable works. The collection in English and American his-* 
lory and literature is very full and valuable. Many of the editions are 
rare and costly. The library is ini^reasing rapidly — say 400 volumes per 
annum. It is open daily from 8 a. m. to 9 p. m. There is a separate 
reading-room for newspapers and periodicals^ Most of the leading reviews 
of the day are subscribed for. A lot of ground has been purchased in 
the dty for the purpose of erecting thereon a suitable building for its pur- 
poses, and the executive committee are now engaged in raising the means 
to erect th« same^ the estimated cost of the lot and building being about 
$14,0i..0. 

• The number of volumes drawn from the library during the past year 
(1848) is 14,200; being an increase of 3,600 volumes over the preceding 
year. Of the volumes thus read, 38 per cent, were ^orks of fiction; 36 
per cent, history, biography, travels, (fee; 17 percent, standard literature; 
and^ per cent, science. 

The numb<5r of volnmes drawn in each year since the foundation of the 
association is as follows: 1836, 5,500; 1837, 7,500; 1838, 6,300; 1839, 
6,600; 1840, 6,400; 1841, 10,400; 1842, 11,100; 1843, 9,000; 1844, 
8,0a(i; 1845, 8,200; 1846, 9,250; 1847, 10,600; and in 1848, 14,200, as 
before stated. 

In 1847 aL handsome and convenient catalogue was printed, containing 
146 pages 8vo., in two parts. "Part one.comprises a complete descriptive 
catalogue of all books in the library at this date, (except novels and works 
in foreign languages,) with the names of the authors arranged alphabetical- 
ly, the arrangement including the first and second letter of each name. All 
works published anonymously will be found under the head of ^anony- 
motis,'^ Part two is a catalogue of the titles of the works comprised in part 
one, classified according to subjects; and arranged alphabetically. Ap- , 
pended to the catalogue is a list of all works in the library pubhshed in 
foreign languages.'^ 

Of the last iiientloned class there are but few books, and those mostly 
medical works in L>atin. 

Besides the library, tlie association possesses a cabinet of natural his- 
tory, contairving about 250 mineralogical and geological specimens, a cata- 
logue of which is appended to the thirteenth annual report (1849.) The 
association also provides an annual course of lectures, free to members; 
others are charged 12.^ cents each lecture. The annual reports are gear 
erally printed. The librarian is Phineas Sargent. 

^^^'—^ Digitized byGoOgle 
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The Medical Department of the University of Buffalo possesses a library 
of 619 volumes, the estimated value of which is $;800. — [Regents' report, 
1850.] 

CLINTON. 

Hamilton College Libraries — 10,300 z;o&. — The College Library was 
founded with the college, in 1812, and contains about 3,500 vols. The 
average annual expenditure for books the last ten years has not exceeded 
$60. There is no permanent fund, except an income of $50 attached la 
the department of classical literature. The library x6om is about 75 feet 
by 20 feQ.t, in the same building with the chapel. A catalogue was pub* 
lished soon after the college was organized, but it is now out of print. 
The library is opened on Wednesday and Saturday of each week, betweea 
the hours of 12 and 1 o'clock. All persons connected with the college — 
trustees, offipers, and students — are allowedthe use of the books gratu- 
itously. Anson J. Upton, librarian. 

The Union Society, formed in 1834, has a library of 3,400 vols. The 
triennial catalogue, printed at Utica in 1847, 5.5 pages 8vo., contains names 
of members, catalogue of the library and of the cabinet. The cabinet 
contains about 4,300 specimens, including minerals, shells, plants, birds, 
and objects of curiosity; about 2.50 rare and beautiful Chinese birds were 
collected for the purpose, and presented by Rev. Dr. Parker of China. 

ThePhcBnix Society, formed -, hai? a library of 3,400 vols. The 

triennial catalogue, published in November, 1847^ 61 pages 8vo., contains 
the names of members, catalogue of books, and of articles in the cabinet. 

EAST HAMPTON. 

Library Company-^563 vols. — ^This library was founded by Dr. Lyman 
Beecher, in the year 1803, and has been a useful institutioi). It increases 
slowly from the proceeds of assessments. Sylvanus Jones, librarian.. 

FLUSHING. 

St. PauVs College Library. — 2,800 vols. 

FORDHAM. 

St. Jokn^s College Library ^ aiid St, Joseph's Seminary Library — 9,500 
vols. — ^These two libraries (founded in 1840,) though distinct, are under- 
the same management. St. John's College Library contains 5,500 vols., 
St Joseph 's Seminary Library 4,000. The latter possesses an illuminated 
manuscript of the bible, probably of the fourteenth century ; the first fouf 
pages missing. About 4,000 volumes of the St. John's College Library 
have been. received within -the last three years, by donations and the 
transfer of the hbrary of another institution . This library occupies two 
rooms^ — one circular, (18 feet in diameter,) the other oblong, 18 by 30 feet; 
tliis books are arranged according to subjects. St. Joseph's Library occu- 
pies a room 15 by 30 feet. It contains only works in divinity and kindre4 
sciences. The catalogue is well kept in a folio manuscript, but has not 
been printed. The libraries are opened daily from morning till night. 
The faculty and students are allowed the use of the books gratuitously 9 
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books are lent to others on application, when there is prospect of their safe 
letuf n. Rev. I. Legpuais, librarian. • 

OENEVA. * ' 

Geneva College ZrtSrarfe^-— €,429 t;o&.— The library commenced with 
iflie oottege, in 18^6, and contains about 2,000 vols, and 1,600 pamphlets;, 
and increases at the rate of TO or SO vols, yearly, most of which are gifts;' 
A v«y imperfect catalogue, now out of print, was published somB years 
ago. There is no regular time of opening the library. There is also a 
library, founded in 1835, connected with the medical department; it con* 
tains about 600 volumes, valued at $1,500. A society of under graduates 
of the college (the Hermaean Society) possesses a library of 3',669 volumes, 
to which additions are annually made from the j^roceeds of a tax upon 
the members. Prom this library the students are mosriy supplied with 
books, though they are allowed to^se the College Library without charge* 
The Herrnaean Library is opened daily for an hour, Joseph M. Clark, 
A. B., tutor and librarian of the College Library, 

HAMILTON, " • 

Madison UniversHy Lihraries — 7,000 vols* — This institution was es- 
tablished in May, 1820, by the Baptist Education Society of the State of 
New Yorit. It was called, till 'within two or three years, the Hamilton 
Literary and Theological Institution. '*One principal object aimed at by 
the eariy conductors of the institution, was to lay the foundation of a 
good library. Many of the first donations were received in books, and 
at the end of the seventh annual reiiort we find a ^list of books, &c.' 
from which we learn that the library contained 450 volumes.'' [See 
History of the Hamilton Ipstilution, by Professor J. H, Raymond, in the 
American Quarteriy Register for February, 1843.} Most of the hbrary is 
t)wned by tbe Baptist Education Society of the State of New York. A 
•small portion is owned by the University board. It was begun in 1822, 
though, for many years, scarcely any additions were made, except by 
x)ccasional donations, and those small. It contains, at present, 4,900 vols. 
The books are arranged according to subjects, particular portions of the 
room being assigned to a particular class, as classical literature, sacred 
philology, church history, modern languages, &c. Within each sectioa 
the books are arranged accdTding to their size. There is no printed cata- 
logue. The library is opened for consultation every day at J^ o'ctock, 
and is kept open until 4 o'clock, except Saturday. Books are drawn three 
times a week. The students are entitled to the use of the library by the 
payment of 25 cents per term ; the board of trustees, faculty, and 
clergymen of the place, gratuitously. Books are always lent by the libra- 
rian to gentlemen of responsible character who desire them. Books are 
thus occasionally lent to persons at a considerable distance. Professor 
A. C. Kendrick, librarian^ 

Students' libraries, 2,100 volumes. 

HART WICK. 

Theological Seminary Library — \fiOtt^)ols. — ^This is a Lut^iieraa iilsfi- 
tution, and was incorporated in 1816. ^' J' '^^^ ^^ x^^^j^ ic 
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, The Franklin Library — 1 ,058 vols. — The Franklin Library Association 
was incorporated in April, 1838. Its libiary contains 1,658 volumes. 
It has also a philosophical apparatus. The library is open every Saturday 
ffrenirig from 7 to 9 o*ciock. The members pay two dollars a year for 
^e use of the library, and for all the privileges of the institution. The 
executive committee have power to extend the use of the library to others. 
' During* the stimmet, about 3$ books per week are lent out; during winter^ 
about 70 per week. J. O. Newkirfc, corresponding secretary. A cata- 
fogue, with the by4aws, was printed in 1849, containing 21 1^, 12ma* 

NEWBURG. 

. Library of the Theological Seminary of the Associate Refo^yr^dChurch — 
3,230 vols. — This seminary was inccffporated in 1835. The library of 
^he Associate Reformed Church was ^nded in 1802, and contains 3,230 
volumes, and some manuscripts. The only considerable accession during^ 
the last ten years was ihe donation of the Rev. R. Forrest, contain- 
ing 855 volumes. A catalogue, 16 pages 8vo., was printed in 1848. 
The library is open for one hour on Thursday of every week in term time, 
and tne use of it is free to all pefs»si$ conneeted with the institution. H. 
iConnelly, librarian. 

NEWTORK CITT. 

Mercantib Library Association — 31 ,674 vols. — Pounded in 1820. The 
'library contained January 1, 1860,31,674 volumeis; a j^pectable cabi- 
Luet of 'Specimens in geology and mineralogy; also a small collection of 
•QuriosiJties, belonging to the association.* The yearly average number of 
:volumes added to the library, for the la$t ten years, is 1 ,561. The yearly 
javerage expenditure for books, during the same period, is $2,126 58. A 
ebrick building was erected for the association in 1830, at a cost of S53,000. 
It is 50 feet by ^0 feet. The rooms appro^iated to the use of the asso- 
.elation aite upon the 2d and 3d stories. The library, lecture room, and 
directors' room, are on the 2d floor; the reading-rooms and conversation 
room on the 3d floor. There is no systematic arrangement of the bopks^ 
laocording to subjects. . The books are placed in alphabetical order, sepa- 
rating languagesand fiction, and dividing according to size. The sdpha- 
tbetical arrangement has been adopted solely on account of its practical 
convenience. Catalogues were printed as follows: 1st, in 1825, in 12mo.; 
:2d, in 1828, in 12mo.; 3d, in 1830, in Svo.; 4lih, in 1634, in 8vo.; 5th 
ain 1837, prepared by Edward Johnston, esq,, in 8vo., an^ supplement in 
1840; 6th, alphabetical, with a olasjsified index, in 1844> 300 pp. i^^Q.; 
another is in preparation. The library is open every day from lU o'clock 
.a. m..to 10. o'clock p. m., except Sundays ai^d holidays. Merchants' 
clerks are entitled to the use of the library, on subscribing the consti- 
tution and paying an initiatipn fee of $1, and $1 for the first six months. 
Merchants and others are admitted on the payment of an annual sub- 
scription of $5, but are not eligible to office. More than 75,000 volumes 
are lent out annually! About 6,000 persons annually consult the library 
wflhpiit'ttliiagi A^sray bcwJa^. S^ JPiaBti^gn Smut, libcarii^ 
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' Ptom reports of the directors tee gather th^ following aaditional facts; ^- 

**The first paWic meeting of merchante' clerks, for the purpose of consid- 
wing the expediency of establishing a library and reading-room^ was held 
ou the 9th of November, 1820, A subsequent meeting was held qxx the 
27lh of the same month, at which a constitution was adopted, and the 
first officers elected. An appeal was made to the public for money 
and books; and clerks were invited to become sdbscribers. The library*" 
wasi .oppiied February 12, 1821, in, a room at No. 49 Pulton street, and 
cotttainpd, at that time, 700 volumes'. The number was increased be- 
foie. the. year expired to 1,000 volumes. The number of subscribers 
was 175; 

•*'The institution, during the early years of its existence, encountered 
a good deal of hostility fronx a class of sho'rt-siglited and narrow-minded 
merchants, who fancied their clerks could not devote their whol6 souls 
to their business if they wiere allowed the recreation which the library 
iumished. In 1825 special efforts were made to sustain and increase 
the usefulness of the institution; within six months, more than SOO'addi^ 
tional members were obtained, and subscriptions of money were raised 
to theanK)uut of ^795, besides many valuable books. During this year 
s the first catalogue was issued\ The next year,1826, the fibrary was re- 
moved to more spacious apai^tments in. Cliff street, and a reading-room was 
. 'established. 

"In 1827 lectures were established, which have since become one of 
the mo^t popular and useful parts of the plan of the establishment. In 
February, 1828, at a meeting of promineiit merchants, interested in the 
success of .the institution, it was agreed to raise, by subscription, a sum 
sufficient for the erectioa of a building for the permanent accommodation 
of the library. The contributors formed themselves into a company call- 
ed the Clinton Hall Association. The sum of $3,3,500 was raised during 
the year in sums varying from $1,000 to $100. A building was erected 
on the corner of Beeknian and Nassau streets, and, under the name of 
Clinton Hail, was dedicated on the 2d of November, 1830, with appro- 
priate ceremonies, to literature, science, and the arts. The entire cost 
of the land and building was about $55,000. This left an indebtedness 
of $21 ,500, secured by a mortgage which has been gradually reduced tp 
$;4,000, which the net income of two years, arising from rents of rooms 
^not occupied by the association, will more than cancel. The Clintoii 
.Hall Association stands in the relation of guardian to the Mercantile Li- 
brary Association; the latter bfing assured of a full and perpetual owner- 
ship in the building as effectually as a|the tide were in its own coporar^ 
name. On the removal of the library to the new building, it numbered 
. 6,000 volun^es. 

^^In 1830 the trustees of Columbia College conferred upon the itistitution 
two scholarships, and in 1848 the University of the city of New York 
placed two foundations at the disposal of the directors of the association. 

^^The class department originated with the board of 1838, and has beeri 
in active operation every succeeding year. I p to January, 1850, 1,281 
members have received instructions in the following branches: French 
language, 629; Spanish, 173; German, 93; Italian, 11; book-keepinj^, 
J 25; penmanship, 89; chemistry, 48; music, 48; elocution, 43; drawing, 
11; mathematics, 11.'' " -. 

The twenty-ninth annual report, presented January, 1850, contains the 
^ following table, exhibiting— 3,g„,,, ^y V3^0gle ^ 
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Annual addiUons nf members and tooksy expenditures for beoks, taftd re- 
ceiptSy (J^c, from the 9th of November ^ 1820, to 1st January ^ 1850. 



Years. 


Members ad- 


Volumes added. 


Expendecl for 


Expended for 
binding* 




mitted. 




books. 


}8S0 > 
1821 J 


204 


1,000 


#600 00 




JW22 


78 


250 


150 00 




1823 


81 


100 


273 OO 




1824 


77 


175 


208 00 




' . IQiS 


2^7 


675 


619 oa 

756 72 . 


$73*00 


1826 


471 


1,000- 


190 28 


1827 


360 


1,200 


695 12 


31 38 


lfc28 


295 


1,000 


330 27 


146 S$ 


1829 


414 


600 


^ 562 30 


154 28 


- . 183(1 


486 


600 


567 91 


99 25 


im 


f ^^^ 


750 


1,177 19 


68 44 


isa^ 


864 


1,107 36 


197 55 


3033 


3§2 


1,397 


1,303 98 


224 20 


1834 . . 


393 


1,090 


1,278 20 


223 29 


1835 


e^{) 


1,522 


2, 126 32 


238 51 


]836 


867 


1,845 


2,2t6 74 


250 70 


183T 


936 


2,547 


2,806 47 


186 04 


1 1638 


1,003 


• 2,471 


3, l]5 72«. 


423 91 


1839 


1,097 


3,583 


4,278 23 


729 60 


1840 


501 


390 


1,995 19 


615 4^ 


lft41 


627 


1,136 


1.495 12 


591 75 


1841^ 


308 


1,252 


*2,179 79 


670 77 


1843 


. 252 


465 


797 90 


536 85 


]844 


387 


745 * 


708 35 


271 25 


lb45 


582 r 


1,428. 


' 1,628 60 


- 4«2 65 


3«J6 


609 


1,883 


2,072 59 


500 34 


1847 


687 


2,258 


3.3il 95 


549 19 


]848 


681 


2,276 . 


3,392 71 


445 52 


1849 4 


1,013 


2,517 


3,531 83 


€00 35 


- ' 


14,616 


37,019 


45,356 56 


8,4i0 77 



The directars add: " This account does not show the full value of our 
hterary property. The donations of books, in a period of 29 years, are 
worth, several thousands of dollars. Ther^has been, it is true, a loss bjr 
wear and decay of some 6,000 volumes, but these are mainly of trifling 
value, consisting chiefly of novels, hot deemed worthy the expense of 
rebinding, even in the cheap ^le necessary to their preservation. 
Most of the standard books originally purchased » or presented, are still 
preserved in good order." 

' The institution has lately received a legacy of $3,000 from Miss 
Elizabeth Demilt, said to have been the first bequest ever made to this 
library. 

7Vt€ New York Society Library— 35 ,000 ro&.— (346 and 348 Broadway.) 
The trustees of the New York Society Library were incorporated the 2d 
of April, 1754. The establishment was engrafted upon the "Public 
Library of New York," founded in 1700. (See Grahame's United States* 
Minutes of the Common Council of New York,&c.) Grahame says, "a 
library was founded under the government of Lord Bellamont, in 1700.** 



Digitized by.VjOOQlC 



A copyof OlarenAon's Historjr of the RebeUion, marked ff Public Library 

of New York, 1811," is now in the Society Library. 

In 1729 the Rev. Dr. MiUington, rector of Newington, England, 
bequeathed his library to the society for the Propagation of the Gospel ih 
Foreign Parts. By this society the library of Dr. MiUington was presented 
to the corporation of the city, for the use of the clergy and gendemen of 
New York, and the neighboring provinces. The New York Society 
Library was founded in the year 1754, having for its object, as expressed 
in the original articles of association, " the use and ornament of the city, 
and the advantage of an intended college.'* ^ 

Smith's History of New York thus adverts to the subject: '^In 1754 a 
set of gentlemen undertook to carry about a subscrfplion towards raising 
a public library, and in a few days collected near 600 pounds, which 
were laid out in purchasing about 700 volumes of new, well chosen 
books," &c. 

The library of the corporation above alluded to, "appearing to have been 
mismanaged, and at length entirely disused, thetrusteeS of the New York 
S<»ciety Library offered to take charge of it, -and to deposite their own 
collection wjth it in the City Hall. This proposal having been acceded 
t» by the corporation, the institution thenceforward received the appella- 
tion of " The City Library " — a name by which it ^as commonly known 
for a longtime. 

On this- foundation the library increased and prospered. In 1772 a 
charter was granted to it by the colohial government, and the official 
style of " The New York Society Library" was adopted. The war of 
the Revolution, however, which soon after occurred, interfered with these 
pleasing prospects. The city fell into the possession of the enemy. The 
effect on all our public institutions was more or less disastrous, and to the 
library nearly fatal. An interval of no less than fourteen years here 
occurs in the history of the society. At length it appears from the minutes, 
that " the accidents of the late war having nearly destroyed the former 
library, no meeting of the proprietors for the choice of trustees was held 
from the last Tuesday ot April, 1774, until Saturday, 21st December, 
1788, when a meeting was summoned, and the operations of the society 
were resumed. In 1789 the original charter was revived, and the society- 
commenced almost a new collection of books. In 1793 a building was 
begun for the library in Nassau street. In this year the first catalogue 
of the booksy with the charter, names of members of the society, &c,, 
was printed, in 99 pp. 8vo. The library is said to have contained, at 
this time, 5,000 volumes. In 1813 tlM second catalogue was published* 
The library then comprised about 13,000 volumes. In 1825 a supplement 
was published. The library then contained about 16,000 volumes. In 
1836 the trustees sold the property in Nassau street, and purchased a lot 
kx Broadway, on which they have erected the present adifice. 

In 1838, when the last catalogue was printed, the library contained 
25,000 volumes. 

. In the year 18^9 the society received a bequest of $6,000 from Miss 
Demilt. , 

The library at present (1850) contains 35,000 volumes, a few manu- 
scripts of modern datis, maps and charts of greut value, a few sheets of an- 
cient church nmsic on vellum, numerous collections ot engravings, a small 
but beautiful collection of bronze medals, one set of casts of the Elgin mar* 
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bles^ forty eight in number^ and one set of Waterloo medals, fifty in number J^ 
About one thousand volumes are annually added to the library. About 
two thousaiid dollara per annum afeex|)ended for the purchase of Tt>obts< 
There is no permanent fund.-; Thfe rents of the building, the annual pay* 
ments and^some minor ^ourc'es, afford about nine thoqs&ndl dollars annu- 
ally. The d^bt, however, is large, and leaves but a limited sum for inf 
crease. The persons employed in the service of the library arealib>rarian} 
assistant, roqdi keeper, janitor, and, a boy. A buildiag was first erected 
for the library in 1794, previous to which the library was kept in the oI(t 
pity HalL . The present edifice was erected expressly for. the library in 
3838- 'SO, at an expense of forty seven thousand dollars for the land and 
Seventy thousand dollars for the building and furniture. The material i$ 
brick, with fayade and basement, &c., of brown freestone. It frants oa 
Broadway 60 feet, and extends back 100 feet of uniform width.- ' Th^ 

{)rineipal floor is- divided into two largeahd two small rooips.' There is a 
ecture-room below and a picture-gallery above.. The arrangement of the 
books upon the shelves is according to. s\ibjecls, "but with as many anal- 
ogous subjects united as possible, in order to avoid the necessity of a com-, 
plicated distribution in restoring continually the volumes returLed, to their 
places." • / . .. ' 

Catalogues of the library are known to have existed before the Revolu* 
tioii; but the dates of their publication are not ascertained. jS.esides the 
eaialogues of 1793, (99 pages 8vo.) 18J 3. and siupplement 1925, ( 1,35 pagiss 
8vo.,) a catalogue was printed in 1838, containing 328 pagea 8vo./at 
supplement in 1841 of 72 pages, and another in 1843 of 24 pages* A new 
catalogue witli the folio winff, title has just been published: "Alphabetical 
and analytical Catalogue of the New York Society Library^ with th^ char- 
ter;» by laws, (fcc, of the institution, 8vo.: New York, 1850." Prefixed tor 
the catalogue are a history of the library; the articles of subscription, 1754^ 
the charter, 1772; acts of legislature, by laws, names of trustees. since 
1754, and librarians since 1793;. alphabetical catalogue, 491 pages^ cata-* 
logue of the Winthrop library. (This, ancient and curious collection d 
books was presented by the late Francis B. Winthrop, esq. They were 
the property of his distinguished ancestor John Winthrop, the founder ot 
Connecticut. It' contains about 275 volumes.) An analytical index of 112^ 
pages follows the catalogued This laborious and valuable work was pre* 
pared by Mr. P. J. Forbes, ftie present librarian. It is very handsomely/ 
printed. 

The library is open daily, iSun^ys excepted, froni 8 a. m. till sunset j 
but the reading rooms are open tm 10 p. m, ; , 

. Persons entitled to the use of the library are, members who pay $25 for a 
right, and then $6 annually, and temporary subscribers at $10 per annum* 
Strangers may be. introduced, for the use of the books. Sec, in. the roomsj^ 
for one rno;ith. fiThe number of members in 1793 was nine hundreds 
The present number is eleven hundred. 

Books are lent out, with the exception of very expensive woiks — those 
of reference, as encyclopaedias, -dictionaries, bound newspapers, &c« 
About 2,0(10 volumes (nearly 8.000 works') werrfchargedin eight months.' 
About 1 ,500 persons a year consult the library without taking away books* 
The trustees have full power to extend the me of the hbrary to personsa* 
a distance. Philip J. Forbes, librarian. 

Astor Library — 20,000 t;o&.— One of the notlest gifts to learning, 
of wlfich any city can bca&tjis that for which notgcaiiyyKewO^rk, but 



§9' I m 1 



this whole country, owes a debt of lasting gratitude to the memory ot 
John Jacob Astor. The riiuhificehce of the endowment, is only equalled^ 
by the judicious, enlightened, and liberal provisions made for its useful- 
ness and perpetuity. Mr. Astor died in 1848. . 
The Astor Library was endowed by the third codicil tp his will, which'; 
>-as dated August 22, 1839, aud is iu these words: ' ' 
'*!, John -Jacob Astor, do make this additional codicil to my last will^ 
bearing date. the 4th day of July, in the yearof our Lord 1836. ; 
< i Desiring'to reader a public benefit lo the city of New York, and to con- 
tribute to the advancement of useful knowledge and the general good of 
society, I do, by this codicil, appropriate four hundred thousand dollarii 
out of my residuary estate to the establishment of a public library in thef 
city of New York. 

* ^ For this purpose, I give to my executors four hundred thousand dollars: 

. to be taken from my personal estate, or raised by the sale of parts of niy 

real estates, to be made by my execuiors, with the assent of my son, WiU 

lianfi B. Astor, upon condition and to the intent that the said amount b^ 

settled, applied, and disposed of as follows, namely: 

** 1. In the erecting of a suitable building for a public library. 
^^ 2. In furnishing and supplying the sanie from time to timd witir 
tx>oks, maps, charts, models, drawings, paintings, engravings, casts!^ 
Statues, furniture, and other thini^s appertaining to a library for general use;[ 
tipon the most ample scale and liberal character. 

" 3. In maintaining and upholding the buildings and other property;^ 
. and in defraying the necessary expenses of taking care of the property jj 
and of the accommodation of persons cousultiqg the library. 

"The said Rim shall be payable one third. in the year after my de- 
cease; one third in the year following; and the residue in equal sums, in 
tlie fourth and fifth years aftet my decease. ^ \ 

*^ The said library is to be accessible, at all reasonable hours and times^J 
for general use, free of wpense to persons resorting thereto, subje(5t only 
to 3uch control and regulations as the trustees may from time to time ex- 
ercise and establish for general convenience. 

<* The affairs of the institution shall be conducted and directed by elevens 
trustees, to be froni time to time selected from the different liberal profes- 
sions aud employments iii hfe, and the classes of educated men. Thd 
mayor of the city of New York,durmg his continuance in office, and the 
chancellor of the Stale of New York, during his continuance in office, 
fehall always be trustees. The vacancies in the number of trustees occur-: 
ring by death, resignation, incapacity, or removal from the State, shall be- 
filled by persons appointed by the remaining trustees. The acts of a ma- 
jority of the trustees, at a meeting reasonably notified, shall be valid. . 
" All tlieproperty and effects of the institution shall be vested in the iSala 
trustees. They shall have power to direct the expenditure of the fVinds, 
the investment, safe-keeping, and management thereof, and of the proper- 
ly and effects* of the institution J also, to make such ordinances and regular 
tioiis, from tiuie to time, as ttiey may think proper, for the good order and 
•convenience of those who may resort to the library, or use the same; al$o, 
to appoint, direct, control, and remove the superintendent of the library^ 
and all librarians, and others employed about the institution; and, also, 
tfiey shall have and use all powers and authority for promoting the ex- 
pzet^sed objects of this institution, not contrary \o what is herein expressed: 
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They shall not receitre any compensation for their services, except thdit 
if any one of their niamber shall at any time be appointed superintendent;^ 
he may receive compensation as such. 

<( The trustees shall be subject to the visitation of the proper courts of 
justice, for the purpose of preventing and redressing all mismanagement^ 
waste, or breach of trust. 

[By a subsequent codicil the testator authorized the trustees to select a 
site on the east side of Lafayette Place, to contain 65 feet front and rear, 
and 120. feet deep.] 

. ^^ I further direct, that a sum not exceeding seventy-five thousand dol* 
lars may be expended in the erection of a building for the library; one 
hundrecf and twenty thousand dollars may be expended in the purchase of 
books and other objects for the establishing of the library; and the residue 
shall be invested as a fund for the maintaining and gradually increasing of 
the library. 

^^ All investment of the funds of the institution shall be made in the pub- 
Jic debt of the United States of America, or of the States of the Union, or 
of the city of New York, as long as such subjects of investment may be 
had, giving a preference according to the order in which they are named. 
And in case the income of ^he fund shall at any time exceed the amounts 
which the trustees may find useful to- expend for the purposes above 
hamed and particularized, they may expend such surplus in procuring 
public lectures to be delivered in connexion with the library, upon useful 
subjects of literature, philosophy, science, history, and the fine arts, or in 
promoting in any other, mode the objects of the institution, as aboVe ex- 
|)ressed. * t direct my executors to cause and procure the necessary legal 
assurances to be made for establishing and securing the agplication of the 
funds and property hereby appropriated for the purposes of these presentSj^ 
and in the mode herein pointed out. And it is my request that the tnis- 
tees would apply to the legislature of this State for such acts as may fully 
6ecure,.establish, and perpetuate this institution, and render ils manage- 
ment easy, convenient, and safe, both to themselves and the public. And 
as this property is devoted wholly to public purposes, I trust that the 
legislature will so far favor the institution as to exempt its property from 
taxation. And, as a mark of my respect to the following gentlemen, I 
name them to be the first trustees: that is to say, the mayor of the city of 
New York and the chancellor of the State for the time being, in respect 
to their offices; Washington -Irving, W.B. Astor, Daniel Lord, junior, 
James G. King, Joseph G. Cogswell, Pitz Green Halleck, Henry Brevoort, 
junior, Samuel B. Ruggles, and Samuel Ward, junior. 

[By a fwrther codicil the testator appointed Mr. Charles A. Bristed one 
of the trustees; and also authorized the funds of the library to be invested 
in bonds, secured by mortgaged improved real estates.] 

^' In witness whereof, I have set my hand and seal to this codicil, and 
t)ublish the same aS a codicil to my will,* this twenty-second day of Au- 
gust, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine. 

^^ JOHN JACOB ASTOR. [l. s.]** 

' The T^rustees of the Astor Library were incorporated by the legislature of 
the, State, liSth January, 1849. The act of incorporation corresponds in 
All respects with the provisions of Mr. Astor'3 will, with the following 
additional provisions: 

" The property, real and personal, of the said corporation, shall be ex- 
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cnipt from taxation in the sam^ manner as that of the oth»r ineotporated 
public libraries of this State; and it shall be the duty of the said trustees 
to effect such insurances as can be obtained upon said buildings and 
Kbrary, and other property, against loss by fire or otherwise, and pay the 
expenses thereof out of the fund described in the fourth subdivision of 
section second of this act. 

'* The said trustees shall, in the month of January in every ypar, make. 
a report to the legislature for the year ending on the 31st day of December, 
preceding, of the condition of the said library, of the funds and other 
property of the corporation, and of its receipts and expenditures during 
auch year. 

^* If any debts of the said corporation, lawfully contracted, shall ftot bel 
paid out of its funds, when dlie, the trustees shall be individually liable, 
for such funds, to the creditors in such cases, and to such extent as they 
would be if not incorporated.'* 

Prom the " Literary World" (September 22, 1849) we take the follow- 
ing description of the building now in progress for the Astor Library. 
^^his account was originally published in the New York *' Journal of 
Commerce": 

'•It will be built in the Byzantine style, op rather in the style of the 
royal palaces of Florence, and consequently will present a strongly im* 
pcMsing appearance, both in its external and internal structure. Its dimen- 
sions will be 120 feet in length by 65 wide, and from the level of the 
side- walk to the upper line ot the parapet its height will be 67 feet; built 
of brown cut stone, and brick; very little wood will enter into its compo* 
si'tion. We are informed that no building in the United States, of this 
character, will be formed to such a large extent of iron. According to 
the estimates, the iron-work will form one ot the heaviest expenditures. 
Its uses, too, will be altogether novel, at least in this country, and inge- 
nious. For instance, the truss beams, supporting the principal weight of 
the roof, will be constructed of cast-ii'on pipes, in a parabolic form, on the 
$ame plan with the iron bridges in Prance and other parts of Europe, with. 
a view to secure lightness and strength. 

^•The library hall, which will occupy the second floor of the edifice, will 
be a truly elegant apartment, 100 feet in length by 60 wide in the clear. 
The ascent from the front will be by a single line of thirty-eight Italian 
^marble steps, decorated on either side at the entrance by a stone sphinx. 
Upon nearing the summit of these steps the visitor finds himself near the 
centre of this immense alcove, surrounded by 14 brick piers, plastered 
and finished in imitation of Italian marble, and supporting iron galleries 
midway between the floor and the ceiling. The side walls from 'pit to 
dome' form one continuous shelving of a capacity sufficient for 100,000 
volumes. This is reached by means of the main gallery, in connexion 
with which are four iron spiral stairways, (one from each corner of the 
building,) and an intervening gallery of a lighter and smaller description, 
also connected by its staircases, eight in number, with the main gallery, 
l^he whole are very ingeniously arranged, and appropriately ornamented 
in a style corresponding with the general architecture of the bnildingJ 
At an elevation of 51 feet above the spectator is the principal sky-light — 
64 feet long by 14 broad, and formed rf thick glass set in iron. Besides 
this are circular side sky-li^hts\)f much smaller dimensions. All need- 
ful light is thus furnished, m connexion with the windows in the front 
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and real" walls. I^ree ventilation is also had by rheains of iron fret-worli^ 
inserted in suitable portions of the ceiling. In the extreme rear are thei 
two librarians' rooms, to which accesses had by means of the miaiiij 
galleries. 

^'The first floor will contain the lecture and reading rooms, with accom- 
modations for 5Q0 persons.; > The latter are located on each side of tjtie 
building, and separated iTrom the library hall stairway at the front en- 
trance by two corridors leading to the rear vestibule, and from, thence to thei 
liecture room, still further in the rear. The basement contains the keep* 
er's rooms, cellars, coal vaults, hot-air furnaces, &c. The floors are. 
composed of richly wrought mosaic work, resting on iron beams. 

<^The library building in its ext'eriorj especially as seen from the street* 
will present ah appearance at once grand and imposing. . The basement 
story will be faced with high rustic ashler, proj.ecting six inches, thus im- 
parting' an extremely bold relief. The window frames ai;e placed near 
tlie inside line of the wall, forming deep recesses, in order to secure the 
same effect. These consist primarily of six, occupying the central portion-, 
and admitting light to the lihiraty hall, placed three above and three below 
a given, point— rthe upper connected yvith the lower by columns supported 
by figures representing the genii ot literature. Between these sets o^ 
windows is inscribed *Astor Library, 1849.' The remaining window^ 
are two in number, one on either side of the ei^trance, and counecte4 
with the lecture room. - .' 

"The amount authorized to be expended in the erection of the buildingj 
is ^75,000, and the contract is made within this sum-^f course, exclusive 
of furniture and shelving. The latter will cost probably $8,000. ' Two 
years it is expected will be required to complete it. The architect is Mr. 
Alexander Saeltzer, from Berhn,apupil of the celebrated Schinkel. ^ Th^ . 
entire appropriation for the hbrary and building is $400,000, of whicl^ 
about one-half is to be funded for the benefit of the library, thus' insuring 
to it a perpetuity such as similar institutions but seldom possess. Throughi 
(he efforts of Mr. J.*G. Cogswell, in England and on the continent, about 
20,000 volumes have been collected, and are now in his keeping at No.* 
32 Bond street, where they are accessible to visitors, though the publio 
are not generally aware of the fact." ', 

The excellent management of this admirable institution is, we presume^ 
mainly due to the learning, energy, and practical good judgment of the 
librarian, Joseph Green Cogswell, I.iL. D. At his suggestion an early 
appropriation was made for the purch^tse of books, at a time when the 
revolutions of Europe offered the best opportunity that has ever occurred,' 
to buy books cheap, "^rhe resuh is seen in the opening of the library 
with a superb collection of 20,000 volumes, purchased at probably one- 
half, or perhaps one-quarter of the price that they woiild have commanded 
at other times. 

' Library of the New York Historical Society — 17,000 vols. — ^This so- 
ciety wa$ founded in 1804: incorporated in lb09. Its hbrary. (January 4, 
1849) contained: 

Printed books and pamphlets - . • 16,000 

Bound volumes of newspapers - - 1,395 

MSS.., original letters, papeis, &ct - - 15,000 

Maps and charts - . - - - -. 2,100 

Engravings, several hundred — say - • 400 
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Medals, about - .... . . - . 200 

Coins, about - - - - - 1,400 

jAlao an extenaive cx^lleetion of Indim relics^ curiosities ^ &iC. ; also, a col'> 
dectiou of portraits, busts, &c. 

As Dearly all the additions are from donationsyit is difficult to ascertain, 
from th^ records, the yearly average increase. The number added du- 
ring the year 1848, (printed books and pamphlets,) was 1,290. From one 
4o two hundred dollars, are annually expended for the purchase of books. 
.The society has no funds; thehbrary is supported by annual subscriptions 
of its members. The society occupies le^^ rooms in the University of 
the city of New York.. A cfit^lpgue, prewpd by Rev. Timothy Alden, 
and the only one printed, was published m 1813, 139 pp. Bvo. A com- 
.^ete catalogue has recently been pre{)ared, and is soon to be put to press. 
.The library is open daily from 10 until 2 in the morning, and from 4 to 6 
in the evening, in summer, and from 7 to 9 in winter. Members 
pf the society, md persons introduced by members, are entitled to the 
xise of the books. Books are only to be consijUed in the library. The 
yearly average number of persons consulting the Ubra^y is estimated at 
;five hundred. Jacob B. Moore, librarian. 

Since the aboveaccouirt was written, Mr. J. B. Moore has been appoint- 
ed postmaster in San Francisco, and has left his charge in New York. 
•His son, George H. Moore, has succeeded him as librarian. The sum of 
thirty-five thousand dollars has already been obtained for the erection of 
^ suitable building for the meetings of t^ society, and the preservation of 
fts valuable collections. Of this surAv^^ thousand dollars were from a 
1>equest of Miss Elizabeth Demilt, of New York, received in 1849. Mr* 
James Lenox subscribed five thousand dollars. 

' Library of tfie Union Theological Sbrntwary— *17,0G0 vols. — The library 
of this institution was founded in 1838. -It is sometimes called, by 
•courtesy, "The Van Ess Library," as having been pwrchased of the Rev. 
Leander Van Ess, of Germany. ' It contains about 17.000 volumes, mostly 
theological. About 700 volumes were adcled in 1947 by gift, and others 
-occasionally in like manner. The average annual increase cannot be 
'Stated. The library occupies a hall in the seminary building, No. 9 
University Place. - The rbom is a parallelogram, about 65 feet in length, 
much broken by windows and badly contrived. . The book^ are arranged 
•on the shelves according to size. There is only a MS: catalogue. The 
^library is opened each week day, except Saturday, from 10 o'dock a. m. 
• to 3 or 4' p. m. ; closed from tbe 3d Wednesday in June to the 3d Wednesday 
in September. Persons entitled to the use of the library are: all connected 
with the seminary, and those who may have pefmission fipom[ a professor. 
The books are lent out. Of the number no estimate caji well be made. 
•Hev. Edward Ilobinsan,f).'D., librarian. 

^ Odlwnbia V&l^e^e lAbreffy'^^Qj740 Wo&.-JDdlumbia' CfeUege received 
its charter in 1754. - The library was founded abont the year 175t. 
About this time Mr. Joseph Mun*ay **bequeathed to the college property 
.■worth about £8,01)0, including his Ubraiy. '^ ^Rav. Dr. Bristowe, of Lon- ' 
^don, also bequeathed his library of about* 1,500 volumes. From these 
•sources^ ffom purchases^ from presents by the Earl of Bate and others, 
'and jB-om th^ University of Oxford, the .college was in possession of a con- 
^«iderable lifrraryj when,-dli the tith of April, 1776^, the treasurer of the 
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college was ordered to prepare it in six ^days for the reception of .treops* 
<*The students were in consequence dispersed, i the library and apparatua 
were deposited in the City Hall or elsewhere, aft'd the college edifice was 
converted into a military hospital.. Almost all the apparatus, arid a large 
proportion of the books belonging to the college,were wholly lost to it in 
(Consequence of this removal; and of the books recovered, 600 or 700 weri 
so only after about thirty years, when they were found, with as many be- 
longing to the New York Society library, and some J)elonging to Trinity 
Church, in a room in St. Paul's chapel, where, it seemed, no one but the 
sexton had been aware of tjak existence, and neither he nor anybody 
else could tell how they hl|Parrived there." [See Moore's Historical 
Sketch of Columbia College, page 62.] In 1792 **a large addition to the 
College Library was made by a grant of money obtained from the legisla- 
ture. In 1813 the college purchased the library of Professor Kemp. In 
18S8 it purchased the library of Professor Moore, who was 'employed 
for about a year in making a new arrangement and a catalogue of th^ 
whole library.'" The library contains (1849) 12,740 volumes, exclu- 
sive of pamphlets, which, if bound, would form about 600 volumes more, 
A single Egyptian papyrus, several volumes of engravings, a series of 48 
bronze medals illustrative of the Elgin marbles, and two marbles bearing 
Greek inscriptions, though of little interest, belongs to the library. About 
120 volumes have been added annually for the last ten years, and about 
$200 expended* annually for the purchase of books. The library room i^ 
44 feet by 26; arid has, both on its lower floor and gallery, five alcoves on 
each side, lighted by as many windows. , There is no printed catalogue. 
The library i^ opened twice a week while the college is in session, and 
from one to three o'clock p. m. each time. The officers of the college 
^nd the students of the three higher classes use the library, and without 
charge. Books are lent out, about six hundred annually. The yearly 
average number of persons consulting the library without taking out books 
is about one hundred and ten. Lefroy Rayenhill, librarian. 

The Apprentices^ lAbrari^ — 14,000 vols. — The General Society of Me- 
chanics and Tradesmen (Nos. 32 and 34 Crosby street) was founded A. D, 
1785. The Apprentices' Library, established in 1820 by this society, 
contains about 14,000 volumes, kept for the gratuitous use of the ap- 
prentices of the city. [New York State Begister, 1845, page 319.] * 

Libra$y of the Theological InstittUe of the Episcopal Church — 10,000 
vols. — The American Almanac, for 1850, gives the date of the foundation 
of this institution as 1817, and states the number of volumes in its libra- 
ries to be 10,000. 

Library of the New York Hospital-^G flOO vols. — ^Tbe Society of the 
New York Hospital, New York city, was founded in 1770, and incorpo- 
rated June 13, 1771. The following account of its library is taken from* 
a pamphlet, published in 1846, containing the charter, laws, (fee, of the 
society, and of the Bloomingdale Asylum, page 68: 

"Upon the recommendation of the medical feculty of Columbia College, 
the governors of the hospital, in August, 1796, appropriated the sum of 
$500 towards the purchase of a medical library y to which the members of 
that faculty contributed books from their private libraries, and part of their 
fees of public instruction. A hospital library was thus instituted, which 
^as further augmented by the purchase of the medical library of the late 
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Dr. Romayne, in 1800, and by the accession, in 1805, of the library of a 
private association of physicians, then called *The Medical Society of New 
York,' who gave their books on condition that they, and such of their 
sons as should become practitioners of medicine in the city of New York, 
should have free use of the hospital library. In 1805 the governors ap* 

I" )ropriated the annual sum of $250 for the purchase of books; and other 
arger additions were afterwards made to it, by special purcj^ases and do- 
nations^from time to time, amongst which was the valuable botanical li* 
brary of Dr. Hosack, bought by the hospital. 

" Foy some years past there have been anpropria^ed for the support and 
increase of this library all the proceeds arii^Pg from the sale of tickets to 
students of medicine, which permit them to see the practice of the house, 
to attend the* clinical instruction, and to tsike. books from the library. 
The moneys thus accruing are appropriated to the purchase of medical and 
scientific publications, selected by the library committee, (composed of 
three governors, one physician, and one surgeon,) to the payment of the 
librarian's salary, binding, and other contingencies. 

" The annual average expenditures and receipts on account of the pur* 
chase of books, are now from $500 to $800. 

*'The library now consists of more than 5,000 volumes, confined en- 
tirely to medicine and surgery, and those collateral branches of science 
(as chemistry, botany, &c.) specially connected with the healing art. It 
is believed to be as useful and complete in this department as a library 
can be made in that number of volumes,^d contains many of the most 
splendid and cosdy works on anatomy afll natural history. During the 
' last yeai the governors have fitted up, in the large hospital building, two 
spacious apartments, one above the other, communicating by a central 
spiral staircase, and deposited the library in them, the lower room being 
used as a reading and consultation chamber. '^ 

Books may be lent free of charge to the present or former governors, 
physicians, surgeons, apothecaries, and other officers of the hospital; to all 
donors of books (approved by the library committee,) or money to the 
amount of $25; and to other persons on the payment of $5 a year. 

A catalogue of the books (194 pages 8vo.) was published in 1845. It 
is very well prepared. It is alphabetical, with an alphabetical and analyt- 
ical index. The present librarian is John L. Tandervoort. 
' Library of the American Institute — 6,000 vofo. — *^The American Insti- 
tute of the city of New York was organized January, 1828; incorporated 
May 2, 1829; for the purpose of encouraging and promoting domestic in- 
dustry. The library contains about 6,000 volumes, mostly works of re- 
ference for the mechanic, the manufacturer, the farmer, and the statesman. 
It is open, free of expense to all strangers and is conducted oh more 
liberal principles than any other library in our country." [New York State 
Register, 1845, page 320.] 

Library of the Ntw York Law Institute — 4424 i?ofa. — ^The New York 
Law Institute was incorporated February 22, 1830. Its library, com- 
posed almost exclusively of law books, contains (1850) 4,424 volumes. 
Its average increase is about 225 volumes a year. Prom the commence- 
ment of the institution to 1850, the sum of $21,894 had been expended 
for books, making a yearly average of $1,094 70. The annual income, 
varying from $1,200 to $1,500, is derived from charges for membership, 
($80 for each member.) 
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.The corporation of jthe city at present |iJmishes two rooms in the, City 
iFIall for the accommodation of the institute. The one used for the library 
Is 50 feet by 66. The conversation room is 18 by 33. ^ 

A catalogue was published in 1842, containing 120 pages 8vo. This 
HJatalogue, prepared by Lewis H. Sanford, contains also ^* a chronological 
list of contemporary English reporters." The library is open daily front 
•8i o'clock a m. to 6 p. m. Only those members of the New York bar 
who belong lo the institute are entitled to the use of the books; but those - 
*who do not practise law in the city, Kings coupty, or Jersey City, and 
strangers generally, are. permitted to use the library free* of charge. No 
T)ook is allowed to be taken jnt of the library except to be used in the 
different courts in the City Wall. The present librarian is H. S. Dodge, 
«4 Wall street. ' . 

■ Libraries of the University of the city of New York — 4,000 vols. — ^This 
..institution was founded in'1831, 

; in the American Almanac" for 1850 the number of volumes is stated as 
tibove. In the report of the regents of the New York University, for 1850, 
the value of the library of the university is stated to be $7,000. 
^ • The LAhrary of the Mechanics^ Institute — 3 ,00^) vols, — ^The Mechanics* 
Institute of New York, \Q5 Bowery, New York city, was founded in ^he 
winter of 1830-'31,4nd incorporated Aprih24, 1833. The library contai»^ 
at present about 3,000 volumes. The funds of the institute are derived 
;|from assessments of members, school-fairs, exhibitioiis, lectures, (fee. A 
catalogue of the library was, printed in 1836, containi,rig 26- pages 12!mo.-, 
^and another in 1844, of 64 MlP^ 8vo. The library is open daily, Snn- 
*days excep(ed^ Members onl^re entitled to the use of it; others may be 
jadrnltted by courtesy. The books are lent out, with the exception of large 
;and valuable works. Edward Hetiry, actu?iry and librarian. 

"This institution was fqurided for the purpose of promoting the general 
diffusion of useful knowledge anriong the mechanical classes by means of 
lectures on natural and mechanical philosophy and other scientific sub- 
jects; by founding a ({6mry and mwACwm; by forming clqsies for mutual 
improvement; holdipg conversational meetings^ debates^ and discussions 
.for the benefit of its members; by having from time to time public €Q;hi- 
^bitioris for the promotion of excellence in the rnechanical arts; and by es- 
tahlishing 5cAoo& for educating on the most approved principles, as well 
a^ p|i the most reasonable terms, the apprentices and children of its mem- 
ibers. During the brief space of time this institution has existed, all and 
even more has been a.ccomplisJicd than its deserving foiii^ejs could rea- 
sonably have expected. 

>' " Connected with the library is a readipg-room, amply supplied with 
•(he most popular and Scientific American and foreign periodicals. 

^^ The terms on which persons ma;^ become members, and with their 
^families enjoy all the privileges oif the library, reading-room, lectures, 
^me^tings, debates, classes,, exhibition^,. school, ^z., are: initiation fee, 
'^1, arid a yearly payment of $2. Life membership $25." 

PHnters* Beading-Room and Library-^2)5Q0 vols,—T\\e New York 
Typographical Society \yas instituted,inlS0.9,for the purpose of affording 
jelief to indigent and distressed members and their families, and to other 
proper objects of charity. In 1818 the society was incorporated; re-char- 
tered in lb32 for fifteen years : and in 1S47 incorporated under the/general 
^law of the State, enacted in 1846, The members commenced making do- 
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nattqns of books to establish ^ llbriay in lSg3; contributions have been 
made from time to tlme^ and at present the library numbers about ^,900 
volumes, comprising many valuable works in' nearly every deportmenf of 
literature. The increased interest manifested in the society- dnring'-tli* 
past year has Extended to the library. Many valuable donations of book's! 
have been received from publishers and others, and the society has beci|f 
encouraged to procure a suitable room for the library arid reading-room, ai 
well as for social intercourse. The success of this commendable projfecl 
seems now to be fully assured. [See address of Peter C. Baker, printed 
in " Proceedings at the Printers' Bstftquet, January 17, 1850:" 8vp: 
New York. The rooms obtained for library and reading room are at SOtf 
Broadway. Address C O. Savage, 13 Chambers street.] 

Library oftheLyceumof ffafttral Hisiarp — 1 ,653 w&.~The Lyceuni' 
of Natural History, in the city of New York, was fouAded in 1818. The 
^ library contains 1,653 volumes, consisting chieflj^ of works on natural 
history, voyages, travels, &c., containing natural history, and the tnms-' 
actions of kindred societies. The lyceum has, also, exttosive collections^ 
in mineralogy, geology, fossils, conchology, ichthyology, entomology, 
amphibia, reptiles, radiata, corals, botany, and small collections of birds 
^and quadrupeds. Very few books have been purchased. Nearly all are 
donations from individuals, or have been received from societies in ex- 
change for the publications of the lyceum. The' rorims occupied by' the 
society consist of three large apartments on the 2d tkiot of the large fire; 
proof building. No. 669 Broadway, and knowh as the medical department of 
Ae University of the city of New York* The premises/ are leased, by the* 
lyceum, of the Medical Faculty for the term often yeari. A catalogtie of 
Che bodks was printed in 1885, 8vo.^ anbther' in 1830, 72 pp. 8vo. - A, 
new one has'becn'pret)atfed, and will shortly be printed. The library is 
open every Monday ev<»ning^ during the mfe^ng of the society: Mem-' 
bars have access at any^time^ on appHcatioii to the librariaii. Bddks^'arc^ 
lent out to members Pi^rson^of standing in scteiice, re^idhig at a dis-' 
tance, have, by special vote of thef society , beed allowed to take out any' 
work' from the library. This is seldom done. Any pei^on n6t a m^- 
ber, wishing to consult the books, can do so on application to the lijtwrarmh'.' 
Robert H. Brownne, 39 Crosby street, librarian. ^ - 

The American and Foreign Biblb Sodiety possesses a library > which > 
according to the Baptist Almanac fo* 1850, contains 1,576 volumes. 

The CoUeijre of Phusicians and Surgeons in the dtp of Nett> York'^'^\ 
sessesa library of 1,800 volumes, valued at $1,500-. [Rtegents' report!,' 

1850.] 

254^ American Ethnologiedl Society^ Ni^o York city, — The object of 
the society, thiis far, has been thei preparation land publication of origiMl 
memoirs on ethnology. A f(^w hundred parnphlets andbooks have beeh' 

f resented, a li«t of which is prefixed to the 2d voliime of itb transactldtts.' 
t is intended to form a cabinet at an early day. John Russell Bartlett, 
secretary, ^ 

FYee Academy of New York City. — This establishment has butjecently 

, eomriiericed operatloris. Preparations for a library are making; which^ it 

i^ iiop^d, may be realized at no distant S^f. Hora<3e Webster, prtesideht.". 

Mi^.— 7- ^ • 
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lAbf^ary of the Lyceum of Literature ^ Science^ and Mechanic Arts.^^ 
Founded April 6, 1838. Contaijis about 650 volumes, of which 295 are 
periodicals and pamphlets; a small fioUection of manuscripts, maps^ 
charts, engravings; large collections of minerals and natural curiosities. 
Increases at the rate of about 100 volumes annually. A catalogue in 
12mo.; \V3s printed in 1845. Open daily from 1 to 8 p;'m., Sundayar 
excepted. 

The Library of the Lyceum is. free to members and their families, to 
whoi^ti books are lent out. The lyceum furnishes the public, gratuitously, 
with a course of weekly lectures, from distinguished men, during the. 
winter. This has been kept up for several years. J. J. Underbill, R. C. 
Southwick, C. Swan, committee. 

yhe.Pvhlic IJJbrary occupies the, rooms of the lyceum, and contains 
over 3,000 volumes, 

ROCHESTER. 

r. Ai/iencBum Library — 5,050 vols. — Founded in 1832. The library ccui< 
taii^s 5,050 volumes, 18 maps, and a small collection of minerals. A 
public building has been erected, one half of which is occupied by the^ 
athenasum, and the other by the ^f Library of the Court of Appeals."- 
Above is a splendid hall for lectures, b2. feet by 70, and 27 feet high, 
called ^'Corinthian Hall." The library rooms are 80 feet long, 34 feet 
wide, and 15 feet high. 

A catalogue was printed in 1847, (40 pages 8vo.;) another is in press. 
The library is open every day (Sundays excepted) from 8 o'clock a. m, 
to 9J p. m. Any person, by paying one dollar per annum, can become a 
member of the association. Two books can be Aken out on one name, 
and they^ are usually kept out Irom two to four days. About 2,000 per 
week are thu^ lent. L. R. P. Stockton, librarian. 
' Library of the Court of Ajjpeals^—Contdiins 3,400 volumes of law and 
miscellaneous books, a part of the old Chancellor's Library of tUe State of 
New York. 

This is the proper place to notice a publication of great value to the 
bar of this city,. and wliich deserves to be imitated in other places. It is. 
"A catalogue of law books in the different libraries in Rochester on ^he 
31st August, 1847, with references to the several owners of each, by- 
William F. Liddle. 8vo., 55 pages: Rochester, 1847." This catalogue, 
contains tlie law-books in 63 private libraries,* besides those in the public 
library. The catalogue, is alphabetical, and under each title all the 
attorneys owning the books are referred to by means of numbers. An 
index of subjects is appended to the catalogue. 

SCHENECTADY. 

Union College Libraries — 1 4,526 t;o&. — The college library was foimd" 
ed (with the college) in 1795, and contains 7,776 volumes. The yearly 
average number of volumes added^ to the library for the last ten years is 
468. The annual expediture fpr books during the same period is $400 39. 
An imperfect catalogue, intended merely for present use while the librarian 
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is preparing one more perfect, was printed in 1846, (80 pages 12mo'.) The i 
' new catalogue is nearly completed. ^ The library is opened twice a week, 
one hour each time. Officers, students, and resident igiaduates are enti- 
tled to the use of the library. About 2,110 volumes are lent out annually, 
Jonathan Pearson, librarian. 

The societies of under graduates possess 6,750 volumes. 

Library of the Young Men's Association — 3,200 vols. 

SOMERS • 

Public Library — 210 vols. 

TROY. 

Library of the Young Men^s Association — 4,000 vols. — Tfiis associa- 
tion was founded in 1835. The library contains 4,000 volumes, 18 maps,' 
and 40cngravings. The yearly average increase is about 180 yolumes; the* 
average expenditure about $100 per annum. There is a small fund of 
$1,800, raised by the sale of life-membership tickets, the interest of which 
goes into the contmgeut fund for general expenses. The library room is. 
36 feet by 18, newspaper room 40 by )W, arid one room 36 by 18, contain-' 
ing 200 volumes of newspapers bound. A catalogue (32 pages 8vo.) was 
printed in 1845. The library is open for the delivery of books from 11' 
to 1 o'clock, and from 7 to 9 in the evening, of every week day. All 
members of the association are entitled to free access to the library, atalf 
hours of the day, by an annual payment of $2. Clergymen of all denom-* 
inations are honorary ine'mbers, and entitled to all the benefits of the as-' 
social ion. Books are lent out to members of the association — about 14,000^ 
annually. About 3,000 persons consult the library annually without taking' 
away books. \ 

The Lyceum of Natural History possesses a library, besides a valuable 

cabinet. 

./ 

tJTICA. 

Library of the Young Men's Association — 2 y^ vols. 

WEST* POINT. 

Library of the United States Military Academy — 15,000 vols. — This^ 
library was founded in 1812, and contains (January 1, 1849) about 15^000' 
volumes, exclusive of pa'mphlets. 
li has, of manuscripts, 4 volumes, 
maps and charts, 100. 
music, 4 volumes, 
engravings, 55 volurnes- 
busts, 4. 
paintings, (portraits) 10. % 
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Additions; to tb^. library since 1838; * 

In 1838,= 250 volumes. In 1843, 171 volumes. 



1844, SO 

1845, 130f 

1846, 25 

1847, 60 
Average expenditure, for the last 



1839, 602. 

1840, 159* " 
. 1841, 377 " 

1842, 108 ", 

Average, 192 volumes per annum, 
ten years, $838 43. There is no permanent fund for the increase of the 
library. There is usually an appropriation made by Congress of $1,000 
annually for the library, but for the years 1846, 1847,- and 1848, no such 
appropriation was made. The sum of $1,500, however, was given, for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1849. 

The library occupies one wing. of a gneiss building, of the Eliza- 
bethan style of Gothic architecture, erected in 1840 and 1841. The re- 
nwiining portion of the building contains fouT public pflSces and roona/ for 
philosophical apparatus^; the east tower bearing ia triausit instrument, the. 
middle one an,equatpTial telescope, and the west one a mural circle. The 
cost of the entire building was $50,216 86* The library-room is 46 feet 
sgnare, with a gallery and two tiers of cases. Height of room 31 feet. 

The books are*arrangpd upon the shelves aqcording to subjects — alpha- 
b^tJLcally under subjects. There are two printed catalogues-|-:tbe fir^t, 
August,^ 1822, 22 pp. Syo.j the second, 1830, 132 pp. 8vp.;and one.in, 
manusofipt, nearjy complete, will probably be printed soon. The library, 
is 'open daily, Simdays. excepted, between 8 and J 2 a m., and between, 
f .p.,m.;and sunsfBt:,! Oqly members of the institution and officers -re^i- 
d^ng at the pn3t ai:e entitled to the use of the books.. Cadets may draw; 
bgoks on Saturday, to be, returned on the ensuing Monday— at other' 
times by special permission of the superintendent in writings Officers 
can draw four volu mes— professors, eight vol umes — ^for a period not exceeds 
ing two months. The annual number drawn is on an average 1,^70,. 
The yearly averagje, number of persons consulting the library withput 
taking out books is between 6,000 and 7,000, exclusive of strangers,, of 
whom there are a good many who visit the library during the summer. 

The officers are a librarian, a member of the academic staff; and an 
assistant librarian, a private soldier. The office of librarian is at pres- 
ent (January, 1849) vacant. Andre Freis is the assistant librariajii, 

ACADEMY LIBRARIES, (157 IJJ NUMBER) 66,442 VOLS. 

,The annual reports of the Regents of the LTnivorsity of the State of New 
Yorlp enable us to give (what we would gladly be able to furuish with 
respect to the othe^'^States of the Union) an exact list of the academy 
libraries, witt the liumber of volumes contained in each. 

The volumes in the libraries for the last three years number as follows: 



No. of academies. . • , 


Nov of volumes. 


Average number. 


In 1848, 153 academies reported 

In 1849, 154 . . . • do. do .••••••••••• . 

In 1850, 157.... do do 

• 


63,363 
65,524 
66,442 


414 
424 
423 
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The fpllowmg list of academies, with the number of volumes in the 
academic library, and the value of the library, is taken from the 63d annual 
report of the regents, made to the lef islature March I, 1850: 



Names of academies. 



No. of volumes 
in theaeademtc 
library. 



Value of library. 



Academy at Little Palls .• . • • . . . . 

Addisdn Academy 

Albany Academy 

Albapy Female Academy ........ 

Albany Female Seminary 

Albion Academy. . • • • 

Alfred Academy . . . .• 

Amenia Seminary 

Ames Academy • 

Amsterdam Female Seminary . • . , 

Argyle Academy. *. . . . 

Autaim Academy 

Auburn Female Seminary. . . • ... 

Augusta Academy • . . . 

Anrftra Academy 

Ball Seminary 

Binghtaiton Academy. . • 

Brockport Goilegiate Institute.. . . 

Brookfield Academy 

Brooklyn Female Academy.. . . . . . 

Cambridge W<ishihgton Academy . 
Oanandaigua Academy ..••*.•.... 

Cariajo^harie Academy • • 

Oaiiton Acadwiy 

Gary CoIlegBfe Seminary 

Cayuga Academy •...•, 

Ohamplain Academy . ^ •.-..■. 

Cherry Valley Academy.. • •. 

Chester Academy. •. . . , 

Olaverack Academy , 

Clinton Academy 

Ofinton Grammar School 

Clinton Liberal Institute. ........ 

Clover Street Seminary , 

CortJand Academy 

Cortlandville Academy 

CoxsacJcie' Academy , 

Delaware Academy 

Delaware Literary Institute 

De Ruyter Institute - , . . < 

Dutchess County Academyi. . . • . . 
Easi filoomfield Academy < 



■ 384 


$329 


166 * 


158 


797 


* 1,645 


1,066 


958 


• 707 


900 


358 


397 


451 


398 


• 1,837 


1,698 


270. 


280 


397 


990 


■126 


194 


181 


161 


112 


153 


153 


. 3©t 


615 


566 


130 


159 


•687 


650 


185 


198 


141 


166 


1,660 


1,220 


306 ■ 


498 


«28 


400 


-189 


277 


126 


180 


307 


374 


322 


396 


237 


272 


1^ 


211 


170 


217 


346 


221 


346 


232 


340 


1860 


1,177 


1,000 


325 


2S6 


i,<m 


1,100 


474- 


461 


313 


-150 


771 


1,026 


685 


620 


242 


346 


2T6 


190 


361 


360 
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LIST OP ACADEMIES— Continued. 





Elmira Academy 

Erasmus Hall Academy. 

Fairfield Academy 

Falley Seminary 

Farmer's Hall Academy. 

Fayetteville Academy 

Fort Covington Acadqmy , 
Franklin Academy, (Malone). 
Franklin Academy, (Prattsburgh)'. 

. Fredonia Academy •.•••• 

Friendship Academy 

Galwajr Acader^y 

Genesee Wesleyan Seminary ', 

Genesee and Wyoming Seminary . 

Geneseo Academy.. . . 

Genoa Academy . * . . . 

GilbertsvilleAcademy and CollegiateInstitut«e| ] 

Glens Palls Academy . 

Gouverneur Wesleyan Seminary . - - - 

Grammar School of Columbia College . 

Grammar School Univ. City of New Yojrk. 

Granville Academy *. . • ... .... 

Greenbush and Schodack Academy.. . • •. < 

Greenville Academy •.••/•'• ': • • .• .• • 

Gioton Academy .'. .......*.< 

Hamilton Academy.. .V. ... 

Hartwick Seminary. '...........', 

JJobart Hall Institute ......[.*..'.. 

Hubbardsville Academy . . . . . . . ... .V. . .*, 

Hudson Academy *. ". ". .'. 

Ithaca Academy ..'.'. .'..... 

Jamestown Academy , .' 

Jefferson Academy. • .', 

Jeffersoa County Institute.. ............ . 

Johnstown Academy ....•.;. 

Jordan Academy. , 

Keese^ille Academy 

Kinderhook Academy .'.,•... 

Kingsliaro' Academy < 

Kingston Academy: , . , 

Lansingburgh Academy ................. 

Le Roy Female Seminary. .............. 

Liberty Normal Institute .........". 

Lowville Academy ., 



No. pf vol amen 
inthedcademic 
,]ibrary. , 



none. 
217 

82 
165 
"898 
•805 
*854 
688 
"97 
151 
444 
256 
197 
972 
. 187 
203 
218 
MO 
154 
634 
441 
581 
129 
328 



Value of library. 
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$288 00 
496 00 
840 01) 
190 00 
182 00 
235 00 
Iffl 00 
2J3 00 
419 GO 
620 00 
168 00 
317 00 
1,460 OO 
425 00 
300 00 
202 00 
401 00 
. , 263 00 
400 00 
362 OO 

'***i88*6o 

150 00 

180 00 

334 00 

• 800 00 

. 1,155 00 
469 00 
153 00 
. 189 00 
434 00 
2f.)3 "00 

166 00 
623 00 
189 00 
300 00 
281 00 
600 00 
21100 
500 00 
570 00 
673 00 
161 00 

167 OQ 
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LIST OF ACADEMIES— Continued: 



Names of academies. 



Macedon xfeademy .- 

Manlius Academy 

Wayville Academy ..•.••- 

Mexico Academy 

Middlebury Academy 

MillviHe Academy .-. 

Monroe^ Academy , . . 

Montgomery Academy .-. 

Moravia Institute .•••• 

Mount Pleasant Academy. • . •♦. . 

Munro Academy ••. 

New Berlin Academy .• 

Kewburgh Academy .• 

New Paltz Academyi %••• 

New York Free Academy, .v.- .-. 

North Salem Academy •.-. • 

Norwich Academy ..•.••• .- 

Nunda Literary Institute.', .v.-. 

Ogdensburgh Academy .-. 

Oneida Conference Seminary .♦.- 

Onondaga Academy J-.- .• . 

Ontario Female Seminary .• 

Ovid Academy 

Owego Academy ^*v 

Oxford Academy •.•.-.• 

P^ekskill Academy - . . . .•.-.•.• 

Phipps Union Seininary 

Plattsburgh Academy • • 

Pompey Academy .....•..- 

Poughkeepsie Female Academy. 

Prattsville Academy. ..• . 

Red Creek Union Academy . . . . 

Rensselaer Institute 

Rensselaerville Academy ^ . 

Rhineb'eck Academy 

Riga Acadenrry 

Rochester XJollegiate Institute. . . 
■Rochester Female Academy .... 

Rome Academy 

Rutgers Female Institute 

Sag Harbor Institute.. .**../... 

*t. Lawrence Academy 

Sand Lake Academy ....-..♦.. 
Sauquoit Academy. .«•.••,.... 



No. of volumes 
in f he academic 
library. 



129 

• - 364 

in 

• • 480 
736 
193 

... 144 

398 

. ••• 425 
•• •l,-320 

-314 

201 

^ 414 

237 

•ftot stated, 

• 253 
558- 

191 
312 

• 1,381 
504 

. .. 659 

488 

..: . 219 

I,2t9 

283 

383 

146 

351 

213 

201 

^ 188 

407 

i97 

386 

141 

"^84 

170 

133 

2,303 

95 

649 

242 

83 
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Value of library. 



$153 00 
273 00 
16a 00 
640 00 

. Tifi 00 
190 00 

159 00 

160 00 
409 00 

1,020 00 
308 00 

176 W 
370 00 
283 00 
369 OO 
524 00 
456 00 
192 00 
393 00 

1,^28-00 
456 00 
478 00 
830 00 
'231 Op 

■ 942 09 
, 207 00 
416 00 
215 00 
374 00 
186 00 
160 00 
206 00 

r, 036 00 

. imm 

. 292 00 
224- 00 
328 00 

• 176' 00 

177 00 
«,]41 tW 

1^5 0© 
428 <)0 
181 00 
171 00 
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I^JST OP jLCAOEMIES— ContioiJtid, 



JN^m^fl of 4<^demie». 



fichietnectady Lyceum aud Academy...... . , 

iSclipharie Acadepay .\ .......... . 

Schuj^lerville Academy .......... .... . . 

Seiieca Falls ^.cj^fierny .^.\... ...'.]..... 

Sewarfd Female ^eipinary . • ........ . . . , 

iSNrbwrne Uqion Academy..*. .*......,.,. 

Sponcertown Academy /.\^.;. . .\ . . . , 

iSpringville Academy .'..[.[.].'.[.:.*.,. 

S« S^ Seward Institute ....*.[... .... 

^^$a|rjtey Bemiaary. . . ^ . . . ; . ./.*./.... i.. 

^UUwater ^Senfiin^iy ..*.*..*.,......, 

ITrqy' Acadenfy... .*.^... ..'.,.,.,.,. . 

{]f/Qj Female iSen^aary. . . . .'..........., 

^UjQi^ Acadfsiroy .........,.,, 

(unjpn Literary- Society . . • • •!••.•!•!-,•!•.•.•,•.• 
il|!^jan Village Aqademy. . . . ...................... 

(Vjtifsa ^cadeii^y ........... /.*...... . ......... 

(Utica Female! Academy '. . . . ......*... . 

iypvfiofi Acadcjmy •!•.-.•.• • • ••.•,• < 

/WapilKill Acad,emy.. .^.*. ...... ..... 

t^ya^jvprth Acjiidesmy .,.., 

()j\rashtrigton Acajiemy .*.. ............... 

iWeJi^ifield AcaJdeijiy. ..\ ...^... , .. 

• (WWtehall Academy .\\' .*.. .\\,. .. 

fWhite^boro' Academy... . . . .......]............, 

IkYh^teatown l^eiq^nary... . . . ..'.\.\ ........ 

Wil^poii Collegiate ijistitute .. . .'. .^... .*. . ... 

/'IBVipdsor Acaaemy » ^ ••.•.••.•.•.•.•.•. 

.y,a^ Academy - 



Totals. 



No. of Tolumf 8 
iniheacskdemic 
library. 



*325 
219 
16(» 
245 
3:>8 
514 
Q)i3 
" 127 

;..§2 

•860 
304 
338 
909 

132 
432 
XH5 
76 
374 
318 
:.1U 

359 

..m. 

ISO 
671 r. 

Ibl 

329 



.66,442 



Value of library. 



$590 00 
272 00 
173 OO 
438 OO 
401 00 
521 00 

. ,169 00 
180 00 
150 00 
539 00 
361 00 
9»0 00 

1,379 QO 
6j34.Q0 
121 W 
337,00 
235 QO 
154 00 
320 00 
330 00 

,164 («» 
350 00 
478 OQ 
164 00 
100 fi(t 
880 00 
627^ 
189 GO 
324/09 



69,881 



JHOHqpL DISTRICT UBBARIE8> (8,070 UT JITOMBEI^—l ,338,848 TOLOlfBS. 



" The number of volumes in the ^school district .libraries was, in 1844, 
,1,145,250; in 1846, 1,2U3',139;. in 1846, 1,310^986} and in 1847, 1,338,848- 

« Selections for the district. Hbraries are made fiomthe .'whole range of 
•Jiteratore and science, with the exception .of contEOversial bo^ks, political 
.or religious. Histoiy, biography, poefly; philosophy, mental, moral and 
natuntl; fiction — ^indeed every .departmenjt.bf. human knowledge csntri* 
botes its share to the district school library. The object of this jgmaX 
jeb9Hty was not musely to furnish .books forchildren^ mt to eataUish ia 
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all the school districts a mkMHdaeous libmy suited to the tastes and 
characters of every age. " ^ 

^< By means of this diflFiisive benevolence, ihe light of knowledge pene- 
trates every portion of the State, and the sons of our -farmers, merchants, 
mechanics, and laborers have daily access to many well-selected /books, 
of which, but for this sagacious policy of our State, a majori^ of them 
-would have never heard. If knowledge is power, who can calculate the 
energy imparted to the people of this State by the district school andidisr 
trict library?" [See Annual Report of the Superintendent of Common 
Sdhools, January 2, 1849.] 

"In 1835 the districts were, by act of legislature, authorized to ta:3C 
themselves $20 each the first year, and $10 each year afterwards, for the 
establishment of a library. But few districts availed themselves of this 
privilege. In 1838 it was made impei^tive upon each district, the State 
paying j;ialf of the sum." These libraries are **not so much for the 
benefit of children attending school as forthocie who have completed their 
common-school education. Its main design was to throw into school 
districts, and to {dace within the reach of all their inhabitants, a collection 
of good works on subjects calculated to enlarge their understai\dings, and 
store their minds with useful knowledge.''' ^Report, 1836.] 

■ "NEW J-B«S>E'Y. 

BURUNcrroir. 

iChllege ZriArsry-^l ,000 .w&.— Pounded A. D. 1846; contains about 
lyOfH) volumes, 8 MSS.,'26 maps and charts, a good collection of sacred 
music, and ^several hundred coins. No catalogue has been printed. Th^ 
lijtMrary is open daily from 3 to 4 p. m. Books are freely lent, mostly t6 
students, <to be returned in a week. The college'is yet in its infancy; 
aikd of course no annual average of expenditure or use can be stated^ 
Eev. A. Frost, liibnirian. 

NeWAfiS. 

Library of the Neiv Mrshf Misiorical Soeiety-^9Sl6 ^ols. -^The society 
jwas instituted in 1*46. The library was definitely located in Newark in 
the year 1846. It contains 626 volumes, 410 pamphlets, 760 manu- 
flcripts, 20 mapS; 2 portraits, and seveml engravings. The larger por^ 
tion of the collection has been presented. About $160 per annum havie 
been appropriated to the purchase of books and MSS. The society occu- 

Sies a room in a building erected by the Newark Library Association, 
i'he room i^48 &et by 18, and 12J high. No Cjatalogue of its collections 
has been printed. There is no specified time for the opening of the 
library. Sjlembers have access on application to the librarian. The books 
see not lent out. Samuel H. Pennington, librarian. 

The Lidrary Insiituiion — 3,000 vob.— ^This institution was chartered 
by the State in 184-. The libi^ary contained in 1849 3,000 volumes^ 
open to the public on the most liberal terms. A handsome building has 
b&dXi erec^ ez{)Mislv for the institiition. W. A. Whitehead, secretary^ 
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NEW BRUNSWICK* 

. Rutgers College Likrartf^^SfiOO vols. — ^Rutgers College was founded 
in 1770. The library was cooimeBced about the year 16<>7, and contains 
(January, 1849) not far from 8,000 volumes. It increases at the rate of 
about 150 volumes per annum. 

Persons entiiled to use the library are: officers of the institution, 
graJuitQusly; students of the college, and of the theological school, by 
paying one dollar per annum. None except professors and students are 
allowed to take books from the library. The number that consult the 
lijMrary without taking bocks is- very limited. Professor 0. K. Van 
Bemoudt, librarian. 

. PftlNCBTON*. : * 

Libraries of iAe CiMege (tf New JfTseyr^lGfiOO vols* — The College of 
Jlew Jersey was founded in 1746. The college library was commenced 
as early as 1755, but was .entirely cojisuolQi in 1801 by the fire which 
destroyed the college building. The present library (August, 1849) con- 
tains 9,000 volumes, and upw^ds. It has a collection of maps, and also 
a small one of medals and coins, and has lately received more than 8,000 
fiulphurets*— fac-similes of. ancient Roman and other coins.* For some 
years past, about $400 per annum have been, expended for the pui*- 
chase of books. Tlie library is kept in a room 66 feet by 33, and is ar* 
jranged according to subjects; There is no ^Hinted catalogue, except 
one jwinted in.l760, in.i2mo. The library 13 open twice a week — one 
hour, each time. Persons entitled to the use/of the library are, the in* 
structors and students of the college and theological seminary, and resi* 
dent graduates. Books are lent, oqt, an(l occasionally to persons at a dis* 
tance. Professor G. M. Giger, librarian, 

l.^here arc connected, with the college two litetery i^ciMies< possessing 
librajries— namely: the American WJiig Society hjas 3,500 volumes; the 
jDliosophic Society 3,500 voluAies. Each of theae societies has a bandi> 
spme building, erected eji^clusively fpr its purposes by its members. Both 
are conducted with ranch spirit. ; 

. Library of the Theologp'ai Seminary — 9,000 w&.t — ^This institution 
.went ii) to operation in, the year 1812, with a small number of books. 
The present number of volumes may be from 8,000 to 10,000, mostly- 
theological, including all the Polyglots and most of the Fathers, bdsides 
|i very valuable collection of .about 1,000 voluows ot bound pamphlets, 
collected mostly by one individual. It is a very choice and valuable 
library. Most of the books have been presented; there is, t|;ierefore, no 
uniformity in the number of books added yearly. No certain sum is de» 
voted annually to the purchase of books. The average annual expcndi* 
Jure would not exceed $200. On one occasion. a private library was, pur? 
chased for about one thousand dollars.^ 

A beautiful Gothic building, SO feet by 60, of brown stone, has been 
erected by the liberality of a single individual. The floors are of marble. 
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The roof is slated. The whole, except the vestibule, is in one room, 
with a gallery. There are alcoves on the two sides of the room. 

The arrangement of the books is partly by subjects, but not uniformly. 
The library is open twice a, week for taking out books; and every day^ 
Sunday excepted, for conwhation. The professors and students of the 
seminary and of New Jersey College are entitled to the us^ of the 
library.' The institution is connected with the Presbyterian denomina- 
tion. Rev. A. Alexander, S.T. D., librarian. 

TRENTON. 

State Library — 6,000 vols. — This librsrry was organized in 1824,' and 
contains 5,000 volumes. Ii has one volume, of about 600 pages, of letters 
in manuscript, most of them from men who served their country in 
the KevolutioB — a number of General Washington's. 

There is an annual appropriation of .$250 for the purchase of books. 
The library occupies an apartment in - the State ijouse. Two cat- 
alogues have been printed — the first in 1838, 36 pag^s Svo.; the second 
in 1847, 37 pages 8vo. The library is open daily during the ses- 
sions of the legislature and the State courts, arid also of the United States 
courts which sit at Trenton. The persons entitled to the use of th^ 
books are, officers of the executive department, members of the legisla- 
ture, and membexs of the JSew Jersey bar. .William D. Hart, State 
librarian. 

PhUomathean Library— 300 vols, — The Philonjjathean Society of Tren* 
ton Academy has begun to collect a library, by the voluntai^ contribur 
tioBs of its members and others. About 300 volumes have already been 
received. - 

PENNSYLVANIA. ' 

ALLEGHANY CITY. ] 

Library of the Western Theohgical Seminary of the Presbyterian 
Church — 5,000 vols. — The library was founded in 1827, when the insu- 
tution commenced its operations, and contains (Janitaiy, 1849)5,000 vol- 
umes. The increase dnring the last ten years has been small. A legacy 
has been, left, to be permanently invested and ap{died to the increase of 
the library. It will probably yield about $90 or $100 par annum, and 
will soon be available. 

The library is in one of the wings of the seminary edifice, on the thini 
Btory^ . The base of the library is a floor projecting some.six feet from the 
wall, with araihng on its margin. The centre is open from the floor of 
the second story.- It was designed, in the construeiion of the building, 
for a library-room. Its material is brick, and its dimensions are 50 by 
*30 feet; height, 1 1 feet from the floor, and 23 or 24 feet from the floor of 
the second story in the centre. 

The books are arranged upon the shelves according to size. Around the 
ceiling, above the shelves, is a broad border, on which the letters of the 
alphabet are printed — one above each tier of shelves. On the margin of 
each shelf, small letters are placed in alphabetical order. On the back of 
each book is inscribed its. number on its appropriate shelf. On the inside 
of the cover is this same number, together with the large and small letters. 
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«nd 'Ihe whole nonfiber as* it advances, with the name of the institution. 
In the catalogue the books are arranged according to subjects; each boofc, 
under its appropriate division, having the number and: letters referring tp 
its tier and shelf. Thus, by a reference from the catdogue, every book 
may readily be found, and, by the marks on the book, may quickly be 
returned to its place. The whole number is of no further use in the plan 
than to indicate the number of books in the library There is aVyet no 
printed catalogue, but a good one iirnMinuscript. 

The library is opened, statedly, on«e a week, and kept open one hour 
each time. . The professors and- students only are entiried to its use. By 
courtesy the use may be allowed to others. The faculty have the super- 
vision of the library: they appoint one of the students annually to attend to 
the duties of librarian. Rdv. David Elliott, D. D., senior professor. 

DANOJJSBURa. 

Jefferson CoUege Ldbraries^O yWO vols, — ^The catalogue of the .college 
for 1848 contains the following statement with reference to the libraries: 

<* The college library is not large, but Contains a considerable number 
of rare atid valuable books. Important additions have recently been made 
to it, fi^nd efficient -measures taken for its^nlafrgement. 

•^* The literary societies are in a 'flourishing condition, and are proba- 
bly unsurpassed .by any 'similar associations. They are ornaments to the 
college, and valiiable auxiliaries ip the mental training of the students; 
Their halls are commodious and hand^omelyfurnished, atid their libraties 
extensive 'and well selected.''' 

This college was founded in i9B2, and the number of volumes in the 
three libraries is given in the American Almanac for 1850 as 10,000. 

The Theological Seminary cU Canonshurg — 2,000 vols — This seminary 
went into operation in 1831, and was incorporated in 1833. It is under 
the direction of the associated Presbyterian church. The library is said 
to contain 2,000 volumes. - 

Dickinson Goitre Zii2rarie«-«-«14^630 «c7fr«-^The college library wsi . 
founded with ^e oolite in 1782, and contains 5,050 vohunes. For tte 
last ten years the average increase has been 120 voluoies per an^usi; 
the expendituie forbeoks, r$100 per annum. 

The books are arranged according to subjects, folio Wiiig the system of 
Bmaet. The libtary is open once a weiak K>r an hour, and is free to all 
connected wilh the college. There is m printed catalogue. J. U.. Mar> 
shall, librarifloi. 

There are two 'societies of students possessiiig valuable] ibraries, namely: 
the BeUes*Lettres Society, 5^000 volumes ; die Union PMosophical Sot 
ciQty, 4,500 ¥olumee. *' 

OHBSTBR. 

Atkencifum Library — 1^000 vols. ' 
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^ Lafayette. Cgllege Ltibraries-r— 5^02 vols, — The colkge library, begiim' 
in lb33, contains (Janizary, iy49) only about 402 volumes. The Hbra- 
ries of the literary societies. (the Franklin and ) are larger aad val- 
uable, containing together about 5,000 volumes. The college was founded 
in 1832. Professor J. N, Coffin, librarian. 

The Boston Librari/-S,75l vols. — ^Tbis hbrary was founded in 1811. 
It coutains, (1850,) besides 3,751 volumes of printed books, a small num- 
ber of manuscripts, maps, engravings, and coins. I<r increases slowly 
from the proceeds of a senai annual tax upon the proprielorii^ amounting 
to about 75 dollars a year. A brick building, &) feet by 35, forming one 
room 17 feet high, was erected for t^e library in 1811 • The library is 

,open Tuesdays and Saturdays from 3 to 5 o- clock. About 1,500 books 
are lent out each year* Peter Baldy, librarian* 

e ' 

ERIE. 

The Tnmig lAieranj' Institute was formed • July, 4v 1839, and incor- 
porated in 1847. The library»contain& 1,015 volumes^ The funds are 
raised by a seVni annual assessment of meipbers and the loan of booJcs. 
The amount will average. $50 per annum. Voluntary subscriptions are 
occasionally made fox the library. The. institqie ocQupi^a -two rooma ia 
thiB courthouse — a larg^ hall for weeklymeedngs, and>a private aroorn £)i 
the library. A catalogue (16 pn^ Svp.) was printed-in 1848. The Jibrary 
is open every Saturdny, from 6 to 9 o'clock p. m. The members of the 
institute, and subscribers at $2 per annum,; have-free access to^tbe books. 
The institute maintains a course of free lectures every winter. They 
have been well attended. Lucian Rust,rsecretary. 

Tie FaUsington Library Companf/, wdisfonndod] and incorporated in 
'l802- The: 1st article of its constilulinii« pii;ovides> that ^^no book or 
books, shall ever be. introduced into this liliary. which! shall have been 
written with an. intention to discredit' the Christian rcligiony or bringiinto 
disrepute any society or- denomination thereof?' Eiich member pay^ the 
sum of $5 entrance fee, and an- annual assessment of $1., The presaiit 
number of shareholders is 45. Numbferof volumes in the library, 1,650. . 
Siim expended for. bopks annually,. $25,1 [Seejcpnsititution of the F. L. 
Co., 12 ppw 12mo., Doylestowq,.lS36j and catalogua of books belonging- •' 
to ili^ F- Lv 3^ PP' ^^^o.y Newtown, 1844..] 

. . CM5TTYSBJ7R«>. 

Pennsylvania CoUeg^ Libr(ihiesrr^G^^73 .i?©fe.+— The- college -library t 
^commenced with thp college- in; 1832, land? coatains, (in 1848^1 ji773 vo- 
lumes, about 50 medals, and 400 or 500 coins^ About lOO^olumes-am^ 
I added annually. About 80 to 100 dollars are expended yearly for books. 
[The library occupies a room iu ihe- college edifice 42 feet by 22. ^It is 
•pened,once a week for about an hour. Professors, tutors, resident 
{Witt.^te^ ^(jl. $tU^t9,^iaeintittedtoi«^s«'>tlie bookft} pthera^s^n bortow 
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books through an officer of the institution. There are two literary socie- 
ties (the Phrenakosmian and PhilphiathaBan,) having libraries of about 
2,000 volumes each; a scientific society, with 200 volumes; and a Ger- 
man society, with 400 volumes in the German language: making an ag- 
gregate of 6,373 volumes connected with the college. Professor M. L. 
Stoever, librarian. 

Library of the Theological Seminanj of the General Synpd of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United States. — The library was 
begun in 1825, and contains about 8,500 volumes, and a few MSS. The 
additions during the last ten years amount to about 800 voluiries. There 
is no printed catalogue. The library is di)ened for the use of the studetits 
every Saturday, one hour. The constitution limits its use to the faculty 
and students of the institution. By courtesy the professors of Pennsyl- 
vania College, located in the same town, are allowed the use of the ' 
books. The use Is in all cases gratuitous. S. S, Schmucker, chairman 
ofthetfbulty. 

HARRISBURQ. . 

Pennsylvania State Library — 10,000 vols. — ^This library was founded 
28th February, 1816, and contains, at prefent, about 10,000 volumes. It 
eccupies two rooms in the capitol,each about 40 feet long by 30 wfde and 
20 high. A catalogue was printed in 1839, contaitiing 168 pages 8vo. 
The library is open during the session of the legislature and supreme 
court, dftily fix)m 9 a. m to 1 p. m., and from 3 p. m. to 5 p. m. Books 
are lent out to officers of the State government and members of the legis- 
lature. Strangers can read in the library, but are not by law permitted to 
take out books. James Johnston, librarian. 

HATBOROUGH. 

Union Library — 3,430 vols. — ^The Union Library Company of Hat- 
borough, Montgomery county, was founded in the year 1755, and iacor. 
porated in 1787. The library c6n<ains (1850) 3,430 volumes. It in-, 
creases at the rate of about 100 volumes annually. There has been no 
permanent fund till quite recently. Nathan Holt left by will a donatioa 
of $5,000, of which he directed $3,000 to the purchase of a lot of ground, 
and the erection of a suitable building thereon. The remaining $2,000 is 
to be placed out on landed security, and the interest devoted to. the pur- 
chase of books. In 1849 a stone building was erected^ for the above men- 
tioned $3,000. It is 33 feet by 40^ and finished after the plan of 
the Mercantile Library of Philadelphia, in one room 16 feet high. There 
is a printed catalogue, (64 pp.'8vo.) of which five editions have beea 
issued. It includes a historical account of the institution, its constitu- 
tion, by-laws, &c. The library is statedly open two days in the week. 
Any person, by consent of the directors, may become a member on 
the payment of $10 and an annual tax of one dollar. Strangers and non- 1 
subscribers are allowed to use the books in the building, at the discretion 
of the librarian. Joseph Morton, librarian. 

JONESTOWN. 

TTie StDoiara IMerary Association has lately been formed at Jones- 
town; the object of which; as stated in the se^iiylj^t^^QfvJ^e constita- 
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tion, IS " to establish a library and museum, and to encourage such exer- 
cises as will tend to spread general and useful information." 

LANCASTER. 

Franklin College Library. — This college has a small library of 750 
• volumes, inchiding pamphlets. P. A. Muhtenberg, jr., librarian. [See 
Marshall College, Mercersburg.] 

The Library of the Mechanics* Institute in this place contains 2;600 
volumes* [See Rupp's History of Lancaster County.] 

Juliana Library, — A library was established here in 177Q by Thomas 
Penn, and named, from his wife, the Juliana Library. [Ludewig,'in the 
Seraj)eum.'\ 

LEWISBURG. 

Lpivisburg University Library — 600 vols. — This library was commenced 
" in 1849. A subscription of about $10,000 has been made for the in- 
crease of the library; and it will become available, by instalments, within 
the next three years. Pi:ofesrsor George R, Bltss, librarian. 

MEADVILLE. 

Alleghany College Libraries — 8,000 vols, — The college was founded in 
1815. It possesses in its libraries about 8,000 volumes. The college 
library is composed almost entirely of three bequests — the first in point of 
size by Hon. James Winthrop, LL. D., of Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
who died in 1821; the second, by the Rev. William Bentley, D. D., of 
Salem, Massachusetts; the third, by Isaiah Thomas, esq., LL. D., of 
Worcester, Massachusetts. A catalogue of the library (130 pp. 8vo.) was 
' prepared arid printed in 1828 by the Rev. Timothy Alden, who also com* 
piled the catalog-ues of the libraries of the Massachusetts and New York 
Historical Societies. In the Allegtany Library catalogue each bequest is 
separately registered^ under the name of its giver. 

*^ In the catalogue, the intelligent vtill perceive that there is an exten- 
sive range of the best editions of the Greek and Roman Classics., and of 
the ancient Fathers of the Christian Church; that there are books in thirty 
different languages, ancient and modern, with lexicons and grammars, 
and elementary books for studying most of them; and that in history, 
ancient and modern, in belles-lettres, and other branches of literature and 
science, there is a most excellent collection." [See Remarks of Mr. 
Alden, Catalogue, p. 136.] ^ 

. The Library of the Meadville TheologiccU School — 5,300 vols, — This in- 
stitution is under the direction of the Unitarian Congregationalists. The 
library was founded simultaneously with the school, in 1844, and con- 
tains 6,300 volumes. For the five years since the library was established, 
nearly 900 volumes per annum on an average have been added to it. 
Somewhat more than $250 from the funds of the school have annually 
been appropriated for the purchase of books. 

The library is open twice a week — one hour each time. Students and 
' officfers of the institution are entitled to the use of the books. A discre- 
. tionary power of lending to any literary gentleman is vested in the fac- 
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vAiY,aiid has always beta exercised when applied for. No charge is 
made for the use of the library. Between. 2,000 and 3,000 books are lent 
out annually. The number is increasing with the growth. of the library. 
The private libraries of the officers of the school areas largely compoBed 
of works of reference, and as freely open to students, as the public library. 
They contain about 3,700 volumes. Professor F. Huidekoper> librarian. 

MERCERSBURQ. 

Library of the Theological Seminary of the German Reformed Synod 
of North' America — 6 yOOQ vols: — The. library wai^ commenced with the 
seminary, in 1825. .It contains- at present (1850) about 6,000 volumes, 
mostly in German. The increase has been small — not more than 50 vol- 
umes per annum. No catalogue has been printed. The library is open 
one hour each week. A fee is charged to the students for the use of the 
library. John W. Nevin, D. D., senior professor. 
• Marshall College Libraries — 7,000 vols: — The cbllcge" library contains 
about 1,00* volumes* The-Diagnothiau' Society hsis a library of 3,000 
volumes, and the Gbethean Society also has about 3,000 voltime's. Each 
of these libraries is in a sej^arate hall. 

The college library is distnributed among the professors — each professor 
having charge of those books pertaining to his own department. There 
is at present no room appropriated to the books. The institution was 
chattered in 1835. 

Measures have beett taken* for uniting: this college with Franklin Col 
lege) .Lancaster. The-corporlate name will be. Praijklin and Marshall. 
Collt^e. The suceess of this plain » will depend upon the raising! of 
$35,000 for the erection of buildings in Lancaster, and ^16, 000 for tbtf- 
eodowment of a pcofess^r^hip in PemisyivaniaCoUeige, Gettyjsburg, \ 

NORRiaTOWN; : 

, . The Library' Comp(my^^2^i3 w>'«*r-The'Norristown Library Com- 
pany was founded in May> 1796^ and (in 1850) possesses 2,516. volumes, 
(to wit: 4 folios, 30 quartosy 873 OQtavosj and 1,609 duodecinios, besides 
phampblets.) There is n6 permaueni fund. ' There is an atmual incoirw ' 
of about eighty dollars arising froman^assessment of one dollar upon^each- 
shareholder. The sum thus obtain^ is mostly devoted to the purchase ^ 
of books* In 1835 a small wooden' building, was' erected expressly for 
theilibrar}'^; it is 1 15 feet six: inches square^. A .catalogue (40 pp. ISrrio.) 
was printed in 1836. The. library is open every day. Shareholders pay 
$5 for a share, and $l' annual tax. Books are lent, for a small charge, to. 
other'persons. About 200 arfe thus leht annually; R. Adamson, librarian. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

. The Library Compmiy and the Loganian Library^-iGOyOOOvols. — Tlie 
following facts of general interest, respecting the history of this venerable 
and useful institution, are extracted from an article written for Waldie's 
Portfolio, by John J. Smith, esq;, i\w librarian* 
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^'"'Hie fiist ^ntry in tii6 records of the Library Company ^ is iti the fel- 
lowing words: 

^-^ ^ The minutes of me, Joseph Breintnall, secretary to the directors of the 
Library Company of Philadelphia, with such of the minutes of the 
same directors as they order me to make, begun on the 8th day of 
November, 1731. By virtue of the deed or instrument of the said com- 
pany, dated the first day of July last. 

^^ The said instrument being completed by fifty subscriptions , I sub« 
scribed my' nanie to the following summons or notice which Benjamin 
Franklin sent by a messenger, viz: 

*^ ^ To Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Hopkinson, William Parsons, Philip' 
Syng, jr., Thomas Godfrey, Anthony Nicholas, Tliomas Oadwalader, 
John Jones, jr., Robert Grace, and Isaac Penington. 

^^ ' Gentlemcn: The subscription to the library being completed, you, th,e 
directors appointed in the instrument, are desired to meet this evening at' 
5 o'clock, at the house of Nicholas Scull, to take bond of the treasurer for 
the fkithful perrormance of his trust, and to consider of and appoint a 
proper time for the payment of the money subscribed, and other matters 
relating to the said library. 

'< ' JOS. BREINTNALL, Secretary. 
^^' Philadelphia, iVbwfwftcr 8, 1831/ ,, 

** At this meeting a treasurer, William Coleman, duly executed a bond', 
with sureties, and Benjamin Franklin proposed that the said Coleman at^ 
tend at suitable places to receive the subscription moneys; which, gays 
our secretary, * it was the general opinion should not be delayed, lest the 
directors be disappointed in sending it to England this Ifall to purchase 
books, or that otjier disappointments, prejudicial to the library, design, ^ 
. should happen by delays or negligence on any hand.' 

^^The price of a share was fixed at forty shillings, and on the first even- 
ing of attendance for that purpose ten persons appeared and paid the 
amount of their subscriptions. Several individuals, however, were dila- > 
tory in meeting their engagements, and B. Franklin printed and sent 
them notice either to pay on a certain evening, or signify their determina. 
tion to relinquish the copartnership. Much difficulty and no little for- 
bearance appears to have been the lot of the directors and treasurer, in 
collecting from some of the original subscribers; but, satisfied of the utility 
of the pr6ject, at a meeting on the 29th of March, 1T32, the sum in hand 
being < above half the amount originally intended to be raised, it was con- • 
eluded to be the interest of all concerned to send for some of the books^ 
immediately. Thomas Godfrey, at this meeting, informed the direetoj^i 
that Mr. James Logan had heard of the plan, and would willingly- give 
his advice in the choice of books; the minute on the stibject is in Ihtte • 
words: * Upon this information, Thomas Godfrey was requested to return ■ 
the thanks of the committee to Mr. Logan for his generous offer; and. 
the committee esteeming Mr. Logan to bo a gentleman of universal learn- -^ 
ing, and this best judge of books in these parts, ordered that ThemaSr 
Godfrey should wait on him and request him to favor them with a cala* 
logiie of suitable books against to morrow eveningi which T. G. seadilyt't 
agreed to do.' 

. Mis.^-^ 
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^^'Witb.tibe9dTiQe<rflfr,Ldtaii the list was mMe OQl, afld Bbberf 
Grace, 'to expedite the affair,' agreed to draw on Peter CollinsoD, mercer^ 
ih; Gracious street^ London, for * JSiS sterling at 65 per cent, advance the 
cujrxept rate,' in favor of and to be remitted by Thomas Hopkinson, then 
about sailing for England, with directions to purchase as many volumes 
as he could for the money. The catalogue of tliis first effort evinces con- 
siderable judgment, and was very carefuljy preparea with a view to facili* 
tate the acquisition of knowledge in the various, departments required hy 
this*, wknts of a young community. 

^Ih O^tofcier, 1732, the first importation of books was received by Captain 
Carnock in good order. T. Hopkinson informed the directors that he had 
Deceived advice from T. Cadwalader and P. GoUinson in adding and 
omkting various books; ancl that ^ Peter Collinaon, who had given great 
sbsistance, had moreover niade the company a present of two valuable 
books.' His claim is thus established of having been the first donor to 
the .yet infant library. 

f*' The import$ince of the step thus taken, although it was on a small 
«ca\j6. can be justly appreciated only by a knowledg| of the fact^ 
trhich is stated in the reply to Peter Collinson, that there was no manner 
of provision made by the government for public education, either in thi» 
or the neighboring provinces,, f nor 90 much as a good bookseller ^s shop 
nearer than Boston.' 

" The bopks were taken to ^ Robert Grace's chamber, at bis house in 
Jbne^'s alley,' and there placed on the shelves, a catalogue made out, and 
Di^ b^anklin undertook to print the blank promissory notes for the libra- 
riaja to fill up, and get subscribed by those to whom he lent books. The 
rnlesaaod regulations adopted were few and simple. The first librarian, 
IxfioiA Timothee, gave attendance from 2 to 3 on Wednesdays, and 
on Saturdays* from 10 till 4, He was allowed to permit ^ any civil 
gentleman to peruse the booksjof the library in the library-room, but not 
XQ.hud or to suffer to be taken out of the library, by any person who is 
no^ a subscribing member, any of the said books, Mr. James Logan only 
excepted.' Timothee, it appears, occuf»ed Grace's house, and he was to 
receive at the expiration of three months ^ three pounds lawful money cer- 
tain,' and a further ^ reasonable reward^' as should be agreed on in con- 
sideration of services and rent. 

<^In December, 1732, several new applicants presented themselves, and 
were admitted. Dr. Fmnklin produced the printed catalogue, which he 
piesented without charge. 

'^ The original number of fifty subscribers was not completed till the 
2Sd February, 1733, when Joseph Growden signed the constitution, be- 
ing the fiftieth member. 

<< William Rawie appears to have been the first American donor, havings 
on the 12th of March, 1733, presented, ^six volumes or books of the 
iKiorks of Mr. Edmund Spenser.' 

" On the 16th of May, of the same year, it was agreed by a cemmittee 
of directors to draw up an address to Thomas Penn^ proprietor, ^ in order 
fx his countenance and protection ih an affair so- useful and well intended 
as'tfae library, and which the proprietor signified through his secretary, 
MsL. George, that he approved and designed to encourage.' 

^< Mr. Penn replied that he took the address ^kindly,' with the assurance 
that he should be always ready to promote any undertaking so useful. 
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tft presisttted scvera! articles to the institution, and it is to the honor of 
Ihe propriefaty family that they promoted the design as long as they coti- 
tlnlied to preserve any influence in the province. 

^^ Mr. Timothee h^-ving vacated his office, Benjamin Franklin, one of 
his sureties, offered to take his situation for the current year, in considera- 
tion of Timothee's having been serviceable to him; he occupied the sta- 
tion of librarian for three months and a day, and was succeeded by Wil- 
liam Plarsons. During the period of Pranklirt's service afe librarian, the^ 
room was agreed to be open but once a Wfeek, on Saturdays from four to* 
^ight — it havitjo: been observed that borrowers rarely came oa Wednes- 
days, and four hours were found amply sufficient to supply all applicants." 
The librarian's salary was then reduced to J'6. 

<' The increase of books was supposed to raise the value of a share an^ 
nnalty ten shillings, and I find the price gradually increased. 

** On the 12th of December, 1737, the directors were informed by the' 
^^tecretary that the proprietor was pleased to say that nothing remained to' 
delay his grant of a lot of ground he intended to bestow on the company 
for their librarj# In May, 1738, a letter was received from John Penn, 
with a present of an air-pump. The first paragraph conveys information 
Highly honorable to the company. It is dated London, 3lst of January^ 
1T38, and begins: ; 

. ^* ^ Gentlemen: It ajl ways gives me pleaisture when I think of the Libaraty 
Company of Philadelphia, as they were the jfirst tha( encouraged koowt* 
edge and learning in the province of Pennsylvania.' 

*<A suitable leply and a vote of thanks for the lot and the air-pump "w^re 
ordered to be returned to the generous donor. The pump excited con- 
siderable curiosity among the citizens — frequent notices of application to 
borrow it being minuted; a commitee was appointed to provide a case and 
frame for it, with glass lights in the door, 'to look ornamental in the hbrary- ^ 
room.* 

" The first, and, I regret to add, one of the very few presents of money 
made to the institution, was from Dr, Walter Sydserfe, of Antigua, in 
1738, who, having the sum of J'58 6*. 8d. due him in this country, gen- 
erously presented it to the company. In June, 1739, thie number of mem- 
bers had been increased to 74. 

•'* On the 7th of April, 1740, the books were removed to Hhe upper room 
of the westeriimost office of the State-house' — the use of which had been 
lately granted to the company by the assembly. 

** In a catalogue printed in 1741, in my possession, there is a short ac- 
count of the state of the institution. Shares were then granted at the 
price of ^6 10*.. In this year, John Penn, esq., presented a microscope 
and camera obscura, still in the company's possession. 

^* In 1746, Samuel Norrig bequeathed the company J'20. 

^* Prom 1748 to 1752, many of the minutes are missing, and I have 
olily to note the reception of a telescope and a number of valuable books 
from Thomas Penn, esq. 

^' In 1752, * a iloble present of ancient medals' was received through 
Mr. Peters from Mr. Gray, member of Parliament for Colchester. 

"In 1768 Charles Thomson, who afterwards became Secretary to. 
Ctengress, was elected a director, and in April the long expected patent' 
fr^m thte Penft^for a lot of^ ground in Chestnut street, near Ninth, was re- ' 
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ceived. The lot was enclosed with a post-and-rail fence^ and continued 
for many years to yield a snlall revenue. On Dr. Franklin's return fron^ 
Europe he was unanimously reelected a director by the boards to supply 
the place of Samuel Shoeniaker, resigned. 

" On the 14th of February, 1763, the celebrated John Dickinson was 
elected a director. In an address to John Penn, November 21, 176$, oc- 
curs the following paragraph: * The encouragements the library met with 
in its infancy have had good effects. Many other libraries, after our ex- 
ample and on our plan, have been erected in this and the neighboring i»rov- 
inces, whereby useful knowledge has been more generally diffused in 
these remote corners of the earth. 

'^ Some dissatisfaction is noted at this period at the new regulations, by 
which members were pre vented, from coming into the library and taking 
down books; in consideration of which it was * Resolved^ That the libra- 
riafi should prepare a bond, which should be tendered to every member 
who should desire the privilege of entering the library and examining the 
books there, at the hours of attendance on Saturdays, by which he should 
bind himself to be answerable for his proportionable part^ the loss that 
may arise from any books being lost or stole out of the library.' 

" This appears to have had the desired effect; as, however anxious 
ihembers might have been to consult the books, they could not be sup- 
posed willing to join in the librarian's responsibility for losses. 
. << 1767. Mr. Hopkinson visiting England, the directors, in order not to 
lese his services on his return, were allowed to appoint a proxy. He 
brought home with him a few rare books, purchased by Dr. Franklin, 
with the company's money, and a present from Benjamin West, ^ for- 
merly,' says the minute, « of this city, but now of London, historical 
painter: a woman's han^, taken from an Egyptian mummy, in good pres- 
ervation.' This hand^ which has sometimes been called Cleopatra's, is 
still in the building, and, notwithstanding the length of time which it 
has been exposed to the action of the air, is in perfect preservation. 

"1768. On the 20th of February, 1768, a law was enacted for ad- 
mitting new members for the sum of J?10. 

"1769. At a meeting of the directors, February 13th, 1769, the fol- 
lowing gentlemen, viz: George Roberts, Jonathan Shoemaker, James 
Pearson, Charles Jervis, David Evans, Anthony Morris, jr., and Mo^s 
Bartram, being a committee of the Union Library Company of Philadel- 

Ehia, waited on the board, to signify their approbation of the plan which 
ad been some time in agitation, of uniting the two institutions. The 
directors replied, ^ that they thought such a scheme might better answer 
the intention of public libraries, than if they were to continue in separate 
bodies;' and on the 13th of March a law was enacted, giving the directors 
* full power and authority to admit the members of the Union Library 
Company,' &c. 

"Of the value of this accession of books I have nq data to form a 
judgment. The Union Company owned the house in Third street where 
their books had been kept, and it was for a considerable period a source of 
revenue, until sold. Benjamin Franklin, at this time in London, handed 
the orders for books to William Strahan for shipment. 

" The institution having now acquired additional consequence by the 
accession of new members, and an increaseof books, the board petitioned 
the assembly of the province for permisfion to erect on some part of, the 
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State-honse lot such a building as would prove an ornament to tlie city; 
and continue to accommodate their rapidly increasing library. This ap- 
plication was refused; and at a general meeting of the company, con- 
vened by advertisement, on the 5th of October, 1771, it was deemed in- 
expedient to build elsewhere, and the project was for the present sufiered 
to rest. It was not till the 25th of September, 1769, that the room was 
opened three days in the week; these days were Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
andlSaturdays, for four hours pach, and two librarians were then appoint- 
ed, viz: John de Maurengault and Ludowick Sprogell, at an annual sal- 
ary of ^20 each. 

'* 1771. Another junction was formed in 1771, with the Association 
Library Company, but there are no data by which to judge of the extent 
of this institution. The Amicable Company, also admitted about this 
time, is only casually mentioned, and the two collections were probably 
of fto great value. 

*'1773. Early in the year 1773, the second floor-of Carpenters* Hall 
was rented, and the books removed from the room in the State-house, 
which was no'wtoo small for their accommodation; the library was then 
first «»pened dafly, from two o'clock till seven, under the charge of 
Charles Cist, at an annual salary of ,^^60. The books were here first 
placed behind the protection of latticed doors. The increase of the cab- 
inet of coins seems to have been a favorite project: a great number are 
noted as having been presented from time to time. In October, 1773, 
several specimens of minerals', and 63 curious coins, were presented hy 
Edward Pole. Unfortunately, the secretary, in reporting the gift, was 
obliged to add the following memorandum: ^ but the library being entered 
by some thief (as supposed) last night, he carried oflP all the coins and 
tokens, together with some change which was left in the drawer.' Mr. 
Pole, however, received the thanks of the directors, and the articles were 
advertised, but never recovered. 

" 1774. On the 31st of August, 1774, it was, ' upon motion, ordered 
that the librarian furnish the gentlemen who are to meet in congress ii\ 
this city, with sucl^ books as they may have occasion for during their 
sitting, taking a receipt for them.' Congress enjoyed this privilege during 
the whole period of its sittings in Philadelphia, and the members expe- 
rienced much inconvenience from the want of a similar institution for ref- 
erence after removing to Washington, before a good library had been col- 
lected in the capitol. The members of the legislature of Pennsylvania 
likewise enjoyed the use of the books for a long period, free of charge. 

." 1776. In May, 1776, an advertisement appeared in the Pennsylvania 
Gazette, and other journals, requesting a general meeting of the com- 
pany, in order to consider of the propriety of empowering the directors to 
remove the books and eflfects of the company in case any event of the 
war should make that measure necessary. Two attempts to get together 
enough members to pass such a law failing, the books remained, and 
were unmolested. 

" The British army had possession of Philadelphia fi'om September 26, 
1777, to June 18, 1778, but it does not appear that the company sus- 
tained any loss from those who composed it. The officers, without ex- 
ception, left deposites, and paid hire for the books borrowed by them. 

"1777. In 1777 the library room was occupied by the sick soldiery, 
and Messrs. Alison, Jones, and Hughes were 'appointed a committee, on* 
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cbQ.llth of March, to wiiit on Geiaeral Gates, comit^andiag officer in ilm 
<?ity, in order to proc!ire, if possible, au order for their renaoyal.' During 
the wliole progress of the war, the importation of books was of coyrse 
suspended. The funds thus accumulated were expended, on the con- 
clusion of peace, in a large importation of the standard works which had 
appeared in the interval. By the will of the Honorable William Logan^ 
the institution received this .year a very handsome bequest of books of 
iuicient authors, being a more 'extensive and valuable gift than any here 
tofore received. They may all be traced in the catalogue by the £4 
attached to each. 

*'1779. Jno. Todd, librarian, received .;^100 per annum and a share. 

^^ 178i. On the 4th of May, 1781, the directors agreed to receive 3(> 
$;binin|;s state money in lieu of a bushel of wheat, by which the annual 
payments were the previous year directed to be made. 

'^1783. The committee on importations remitted i?3Q0 sterling tQ 
liomiou on the lOth of June,, 1783., nine years having elapsefd sipp^jifaeir 
last order. Jos. Woods and William Dillwyn were selected a^ praper 
^ents, from their well-known attachment to literature, and knowledge 
of books; they acted during the remainder pf their lives to the satisfactiou 
pfth^ directors, eindjos. Woods's son' is now the ag^nt. In their letter 
the committee of correspondence state, * we $hall confide entirely in your 
judgment to procure us such books of modern publication as will be proper 
fpr a public library, aijd though we would wish to mix the utile with {he> 
(Juice, we should not thiuk it expedient to add to our present stock any•^ 
thing in the novel wsLy.^ This has been the uniform plan pursped, with 
^he exception of a few of the best class of hovels and xoi;nances; the con^ 
i^equence has been that, with the very great increase of the nujnber of 
volumes, the shelves are supplied with books of real mjerit in most other 
^epartixients, and are not lumbered with the temporary trash so greedily 
devoured by the sickly taste which procures its mental supplies ftonii cir- 
culating libraries. ' > 

" 1783. November, 1783, Dr. PrankHn presented six voluriies of the 
tiatuiul history of the south, of Prance.'' , ; 

. The erection of a building for the accomniodation of tHe litxrary having 
tteen long a matter of discussion, ^^at a general meeting, h^ld June.l, 
1789, a large number of members appeared, either in person or by proxy> 
and a law was passed giving the directors powei; to proceed^ as soon as 
one hjmdred new members should be added to the list, to appropriate the 
money en hand, reserving sufficient for the current, expenses, and to sell 
the ground rents and. real estate owned by the company. Bishop ^^hite 
was norninated by the4irectors chairman of this meeting, ^ which he. 
presided. 

'^AU the shares requisite, except nineteen, were soon subscribed, many^ 
of which were to be paid for in labor. The directors and treasurer and 
secretary assuming to themselves to procure the rems^ining nineteen, the, 
purchase of the lot and erection of the building was proceeded in with all 
convenient speed. The present site was purchased of Mary Norris and 
Dr. Logan. A number pf plans were submitted for approval, and the 
one prepared by Dr. William Thornton, with some slight alterationsi, waa 
adopted, for which he received a share. It may he supposed that thi& 
undertaking was not without its difficulties, and I find that, owing to the 
Ipw state of the funds^ the directors^ treasurer^ and secretary j^iudividually, 
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iidvan(5ed sums anKyufftingto two lkundr«d iiiid*fi%f«iftifds^ of\rhich 
Josiah Hewes advanced fifty pounds^ and the others from ten to tw&ntf- 
five pounds. 

" 1789. The first stone of the edifice wai? laid on the 31st of Augnsl^ 
1789; the minutes state, 'that, upon the suggestion of Dr. Benjamin 
Franklin, a large stone was prepared, and laid at the southsVest comer of 
the building, with the following ifiscription, Composed by the Docitoi', 
except so far as relates to himself^ which the committee have taken >thd 
liberty of adding to it: 

^ * Be it remembered, 

in honor of the Philadelphia youth, 

(then chiefly artificers,) ' • " 

thalin^DOCXXXI, » 

they checrfulijr, • 
at the instance of Benjamin Franklin, * * . ' - ' 

one of their nomber, 
* instituted the Philadelphia Library-, ■•, 

which, tboueh small at fi.r6t, . . 

is becdme highly valuahle and extensively ueeAil,* 

and which the uralls of this edifice *» '^ '" ! 

we d{>w destined to contain aad prcserre ;. ' < 
the first ston^ of whose foundation 

was here placed 
the ihirty^first day a Aug[ust, U89.' 

<M790. By the 30th of Decenaber, 1790, the books were all remove4 
and ready for delivery, when it was resolved to have the room open daily^ 
from one o*clock to sunset, and Zachariah Poulson was continued librariaa, 
at one hundred pounds salary. During the progress oif the building, niojt 
than the stipulated one hundred names were added to the list of stocks- 
holders — many apprentices having been allowed by their employers to 
give sufficieiit labor to purchase the privilege of admission. Their naa^ei 
are faithfully recorded; and it may, in future, be interesting to their 
descendants to discover that they are reaping the benefits of literary ini' 
struction from the honest labor and the sweat of the brows of their pro; 
genitors. • 

^* Among the benefactors of the library occur the names of ^Robert Bafr 
clay, of London, and of Abraham Claypoole, of Peansylvania. T?ha 
former repeatedly sent presents of rare or curious bool^s> and till his death 
continued to correspond with his American friends, anA to mentioii thu$ 
institutiou with interest. The latter left the company, by will, one hun* 
dred pounds. , ' 

" 1791. In January, 1791, the directors again teni^ered to the Presidenit 
and Congress the free use^of the books in the library^ in a3 full and ample 
manner as if they were members of the company. President Washing^ 
tan, through his secretary, Tobias Lear, retarned thanks for the attentioi^ 
in a very handsome note. , ' 

" 1782. . On the 18th of February^ 1782, Doctor Parke informed the 
board that the heirs of James Logan had made a proposition to transfer! to 
the Library Company of Philadelphia the Loganian Library, and also to 
convey to them, under certain conditions, a lot of ground, in PhiladelpoMij^ 
ajod certain vents charge, together with the arrearages thereof, now due 
from estates in Bucks county. On this subject a committee was appointee^ 
to inquire into the condition of the property, and the terms intenqed to b<r 
azmexed to the tpaosfer. < .- * 
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f^ f5 IT92. Ab^ ftdditiionfil five-foc^t lo$ having been pwchaised of Semnei 
M, Fg^, on. Library street, a building was erected for the accommodation 
01 the Loganian books by the Library Company of Philadelphia, for whieti 
• ^e Loganian trustees pay an annual rent. 

. /^ On. the 4th of October, John Fitch's manuscripts, respecting the 
'Bteam- engine, were deposited in the library, under seal, with a request 
.that they might be kept unopened till the year 1823. This was done, 
»nd as they have undergone an examination, I shall not here attempt 
their analyzation. 

" 1793. On the 30th of August, 1793, at a general meeting of thft 
members, the price ef shajes was raised to forty dollars, at which sun* 
they still remain. 

'^ 1799. In April, 1799, Henry Cox, of the kingdom of Ireland, pre- 
sented a large aumber pf manuscript volumes relating to the history of his 
native country. They consist of the original correspondence of James 
the First with the Privy Council of Ireland, from 1603 to .1615, inclusive^ 
and a great variety of historical data, the value of which remains un- 
known. In one of the volumes is an original letter from Queen Eliza- 
beth, dated in 1568. Several valuable printed books are also in this cot- 
lection. 

"1804. In this year the institution was greatly enriched by John Bleakly 
and the Rev. Samuel Preston. The former left, by will, one thousand 
pounds to the library, and the latter bequeathed a most valuable collection 
of rare and curious books, selected with great taste and judgment, togiether 
•with two shares of Dnited States Bank stock. Dr. Preston was influenced, 
in selecting this library for the reception of his own, by our countryman, 
Benjamin West, who painted the portrait of the donor, which was, in the 
i^licceeding year, presented by Mrs. West, as an appropriate ornament for 
the library rooms. To appreciate the value of Preston's library, it must 
"be examined in detail. There are in the collection many rare books of 
plates, &c., of the most costly description, which the funds of the institu- 
tion would forever have forbidden being purchased. 

# "George Campbell was now elected librarian — an olBSce he filled for 
twfenty thr^ years,,during which long period he was never once prevent* 
fed by sickness from attending to his daily duties — a circumstance almost 
tinprecedented in the annals Of si salary ofliQer. Under his charge, the 
institution continued to flourish, and was again enriched, at the period of 
his resignation, byjhe bequest from William Mackenzie of 600 rare vol- 
umes, and the purchase from his executors of the additional number of 
1^466. . 

' '* Since this period, about 5,000 volumes were purchased, on v6ry fa-- 
Vorable terms, from James Cox, an artist, since deceased, consisting of 
iihany expensive volumes on tl|e fine arts, and miscellaneous books. 'They 
siipplied a prominent deficiency, and many rarities are among them." 
' Firom the preface to the last catalogue we take the following: 

* " Besides the books, the personal property consists in some available 
funds yielding interest, the.sale of shares, the price of each of which since 
1793 has been fixed at forty dollars, and the annual payments of four 
dbllars from each member. The real estate of the company consists of 
the lot and buildings where the Philadelphia and Loganian libraries are 
kept. 

" The members dispose of their shares by transfer or will; but the as-- 
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seat of the dtfectois^ as well in such cdso6 as in case of an origmell puf- 
Ohase, is previously necessary — a restriction early adopted, in order as 
much as possible to prevent improper persons from having access toalcol^ 
lection of a nature peculiarly liable to injury.'* 

The preface to the catalogue of the Loganian Lihrary contains the 
following account of that establishment: 

" This collection of rare and valuable books, principally in the learned 
and existing languages of the oontinent of Europe, owes its origin to the 
Honorable James Logan, the confidential frieod and counsellor of William 
Penn, and for some time president of the council of the province of Penn- 
sylvania. Its foundation consists of a portion of his own private library, 
which, hayio'g collected at considerable expense, he was ajtixious should 
descend to posterity, and continue usefully to extend to others the means 
of prosecuting those pursuits he had himself so successfully cultivated. 
With this view, he erected a suitable building in Sixth street, near Wal^ 
nut, for the reception of a library, and, by deed, vested it (with the books 
and certain rents, for the purpose of increasing their number, and pacing 
a librarian) fn trustees, for the use of the public, forever. 

^^This.deed he afterwards cancelled, and prepared, but did not live to 
execute; another, in which some alteration was made in the funds and 
regulations. After his death, his children and residuary legatees, with 
commendable liberality, carried into effect the intentions of Mr. Logan, 
and convoyed the building, books, and rents charge to trustees, who 
caused the library, consisting of more than two thousand volumes, to be 
arranged, and a catalogue to be printed. 

<^ About one thousand three hundred volumes, collected by Doctor Wil- 
liam Logan, pf Bristol, England, a younger brother of James Loean, and 
by William Logan, of Philadelphia, son of the founder, were afterwards 
bequeathed to the institutiopi by the latter gentleman, who acted for some 
time as librarian. After his death, in 1776, the libiury remained unopened 
during several years. 

<<To insure its perpetuity, the legislature of Pennsylvania, in 1792, at 
the request of James Logan, the only surviving trustee, passed an act 
annexing the Loganian library to that belonging^ to the Lihrary Company 
of Philfi^elphia> under certain restrictioijs. This act constitutes the di* 
rectors of that prosperous company for the time being trustees, together 
with the eldest male descendant of the founder^ and two other gentlemen 
to be by him appointed. 

" Since the two libraries were thus connected, the books of the Loga« 
Hian institution have been kept in a room appropriated to the purpose, 
owned by the Library Company of Philadelphia, in which they were first 
opened /or the benefit of the citizens in 1794, in accordance with the ori*' 
ginal intentions of James Logan and the act of assembly. 

^^Yery considerable additions have continued to be made to the collec- 
tion by means of the funds arising out of the sale of the lot and building 
in Sixth street, and firom the rents of the lands in Bucks county, Penn^ 
sylvania, settled originally on the institution by the Logans, and by dona- 
tions — particularly of that from the late William Mackenzie, esq., a native 
of Philadelphia, who bequeathed by his last will, in 1828, < all his books 
printed before the beginnmg of the eighteenth century, and eight hundred 
volumes more, to be chosen by the trustees, from his French books and 
Latin books printed since the beginning of the eighteenth century.' This 

Digitized by VJVJl^VlV^ 



valuable bequest bonsisrts of 1^519 Tolmnes of great sarity atid ralue; Md 
subsequently 3^566 volumes were purchased from his executors.* They 
-had been accumulated by Mr. Mackenzie during a life extended beyond 
seventy years, which had been almost exclusively devoted to literary pur^ 
«uits. During this period, one of his few intimate friends says ^ he be- 
lieves he never had an enemy: at least, from the purity of his principles 
and the correctness of his conduct, I am sure he never deserved one.' ** 

The Philadelphia Library contained in Pd)raary, 1785, 2,764 wofkSj 
ia 6,487 volumes; in July, 1807, 8,074 works, in 14,457 volumes; in 
August, 1835, 18,762 works, in 35,221 volumes. 

Tiie Loganian labrary contained, when it was annexed to the Library 
Company of Philadelphia, in August, 1792, 3^064 woriis, in 3,953 vol- 
times/; in August, 1835, 6,922 works, in 8,663 volumes-. ^ 

The Philadelphia and Loganian Libraries. contained in August, 1835^ 
25,684 worksj in 43,884 volumes; in August, 1849^ 60,000 volumes* 

Prom $3,000 tn $4,000 per year aire expended in the purchase of booksv 

The income of the institution is — • ' 

From annual payments of members • - ... ^3,90© 

Fr(Mn ofiher sources, real estate, &c. ... ^ . 2,500 



Total . - . • - - - 6;30» 

4 The books are arranged as they are received j according to size. Th« 
first catalogue was gratuitously printed by Benjamin Franklin in 1732^ 
the second by Franklin in 1741, (56 pp. 12mo^) the thifd by Franklin 
rind' Hall in 1757, (132 pp. 8vo.;) others in 1764, (150 pp. 8vo. ;) irl 1770, 
(8vD.;) in 1789, <406 pp. 8vo.,) with mppleinents, 1793, (98 pp.;) 1794> 
(34 pp.;) 1796, (38 pp.;) 1798, (48 pp.;) 1799, (32 «).;) and 1601/ 
(23 pp-;) in 1807, (616 pp. 8vo.) The last printed catalogue was pub* 
Wished in 1835, in tw6 volumes .8vo.j making 1,050 pages. This catat 
logue is classed on the system of Bruriet, somewhat- altered. The index 
is alphabetical. Under each sub-class, the titles are arranged alphabeti- 
cally under the names of authors. Anonymous lirorks are recorded aftet 
the others. In the suppldments the division of beilea lettr^s is included 
imderthat of scienjce^ and. arts., A supple^oent was published in 1844^ 
and a second supplemeilt in 1849; A catalogue of the Loganitm Libraty 
WHS published in 1837, (450 pp. 8vo.) The first catalogue of this coltee- 
tion was printed in 1760, (1 16 pp. 8vo.) The library is open eveiy week^ 
day fironi 10 a. m. till sunset. 

Persons entitled to the use of the libirary are> stbcfcholders Who pay $i 
yeariy; others On dcposite and hire. The books are lent out in great 
numbers, but how many per annum is not ascertained. The number 
of "persons who consult library without taking away books is very 
eofisiderable — the exact number cannot be stated. A deposite Of double 
the value of the bobd^s taken, will obtain most of ttie books of the institu^ 
tioi», if. applied for by proper persons. John Jay Bmith, librarian. 

Library of. tfie American Philosophical jSbctV^y— 20,000 vols, — The 
American Philosophical Society, the oldest of the scienti^c associations in 

"*Tiie whole number of volumes received by t^Lpganian Library from Mr Mackenif«^ 
library was 5,085, and by the Philadelphia Library l,d$6— being a total of 7,051 volumes. Th^ 
books of Mr. Logan's original collection, and those bequeathed by. W^jlliam Logan, are desig* 
Mttd in the catalogue, by an L. \ tbote bequeathed by Mr. Maokeoua, by an M*'* 
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Ae Uoifed State; was formed in 1742. * The American Society fox Pro* 

iBotitig and Propagating Useful Knowledge io Philadelphia was estab« 

lished in 1766. These two societies were united in 1769, and incoxporaied 

March 15, 1780j as the ^^ American Philosophical Sooietyheld at Phi la* 

delphia for Prouioting Useful Knowledge." The library contains abdut 

2O,UU0 volumes. The society has also an '^ extensive collection of mani- 

uscripts, maps, charts, and engravings, and, in its cabinet, medals, coins^ 

&c." The precise number "cannot readily be given." The annual 

increase is about 260 volumes. Few books ajre purchaaed except scien-^ 

tific periodicals, &c. , by subscription. The chief accessions U> the library 

are by donations from learned societies and in(yviduals abroad and in this 

country. The library is in the hall of the society, a brick building 50 bj 

70 f^et, erecled in 1786, an a part of the '^ State House Square," in the 

city of Phifadelphia, granted to the society for that purpose by tli« 

State legislature^ in 1784. The books are arranged on the shelves in 

numerical order, each voliuiie having ita number attached. Polios, 

quartos, and octavos hare their respective systems of numbers. No cata* 

logue has been printed since one in 1824. It i^ an 8vo. of 290 pages^ 

The library. has since that time greatly increased. A new eatalogue h 

in preparation. The laws of the society require the libmry to be opened 

every Friday evening iTrom 7 to 9 o'clock, and at such other times as the 

librarian may think proper. Ail piembers of th« society arfe entitled to 

the use of the library; and facilities are afforded, at the discxetion of the 

librarian, to well known visiters of respectable character ^ Books are leal 

out to members. . A considerable number of persons consuh the library at 

the room. ' Charles B. Trego, secretary and librarian. * 

. Mfreantile lAbrory ^12^23^ Ws.—The Mercantile Library Company 

of Philadelphia was founded in 1823^ The library contained, January, 

1849, 12,^2 volume3> ^^principally of worki^ of permanent value. "• 

" The directors have been careful to exclude from the shelved boaks of a 

frivolous charac^r^or of demoralizii^ tendencies." The annual incmase 

is about 600 volnmjes- 

The building of the company is on the southeast corner of Dekware, 
Fifth, and library streets. It was erected in l84o, at a co$t;, inehidinf 
furniture, &c., oif $23,199 42. The interior of the building is divided 
into ninetec^n apartm^euts. , The entire sedond ^tsory is o<^cupied as the 
library and ifeading-room, m^ the intermediate story of the east wing i^ 
used by the directors: aU the other rooms are rented. The pcesent librae 
rian is James Cox. 

J%e Academy of, NcUural Sciences — 12,000 vols. — The American Acad« 
emy of Natural Sciences originated on the 25th of Jannary, 1812. It. 
was incorporated in 1817. The libraiy contains about 12,000 volumes. 
It had 435 separate maps and charts in 1836, when the catalogue of the 
Ijbrary was printed; since which date the additions hlive been few. For 
the last three years the annual increase has been* about 7(K) volumoa^ 
This^ is exclusive of periodicals, aerials, and pamphlets. There is no 
permanent library fund. The increase is nM)stiy from donations,, de^ 
pQsites, and occasional purchases. The library occupies an apartment on 
the ground floor of the hall of the society. It is about 45 feet by 28, an^ 
14 feet high, with a gallery on all its sides. The books are arranged 
according to subjects* A catalogue was printed in 1836, containing 30tt 
pag^ 8vo. At that tim^ the Ubrary contained 6^890 volumes. An ap-i 
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pendixVill soon be prepared. The library is open daily, Sundays ex*- 
cepted, from 11 a. m. till sunset. The members alone are entitled to the 
Use of the books. The friends of members, however, are by courtesy 
allowed access to the library. WilHam S. Ziantzinger, M. D., librarian. 

'J'he cabinet is the best in the United States. The collection of binte 
is said to be the largest in the world, containing about 25,000 specimens, 
many mounted in skins. The collection of eggs and nests of birds is 
also the most extensive ever made. The collections of mammalia, fishes, 
reptiles, Crustacea, insects, and plants, are superior to any others in this 
country. 

The library is rich and valuable in all departments of natural history. 
In ornithology it is quite complete. 

• For these magnificent collections the academy is mainly indebted to 
the munificence of three gentlemen — William Mslclure, esq., Dr. R. Eg- 
glesfield Griffiths, and Dr. Thomas B. Wilson. Mr. Maclure presented 
5,233 volumes. Among them is a curious and important coUection of 
pamphlets and books published in France during the first Revolution . The 
donations of Dr. Wilson, if less in number, are not inferior in value to 
those of Mr. Maclure. • His valuable gifts are still continued. They are 
presented with the wise condition that they shall never be taken from the 
building. 

^ The new building was commenced in 1839, on a vaicant lot, comer-of 
Broad and George streets. The edifice is entirely fire proof. It is well 
adapted to its purposes; but, although ten years ago it .was considered 
large enough to accommodate the collections for half a century, it is now 
crowded to excess. • 

The Apprentices^ Library- 1 1 ,700 t?ofe.— The Apprentices^ Library Com- 
pany was incorporated April 2, 1821. In 1841 a separate department was 
established for girls. The boys* library contains about 9,000 volumes; 
the girls' library about 2,700. For the last three years the average an- 
nual increase of both libraries has been 900 volumes; the expenditure 
about 400 dollars per annum. The annual income of the institution is: 
from members, $550; from investments^ $450; There is a catalogue for 
each library. For the boys' library the last catalogue (143 pages 12mo.) 
was printed in 1847; for the gjrls' library in 1849, (52 pages 12mo.) 

The library is opened, for boys, on Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and 
Saturday evenings, about 2^ hours each; for girls, on Thursday after- 
noon from 3 10 7> and on Saturday afternoon from 3 to 6. 

Apprentices and others under 21 years of age are allowed' the use of the 
books gratis. About 24,000 books are annually lent to boys, and 7,000 
to girls. The library is used regularly by about 800 boys and 250 girls. 

Members pay $2 per annum, or $25 for life. The library is situated at 
the southwest corner of Fifth and Arch streets. 

Fit)m the annual report of the managers, presented March, 1848, we 
gather the foHowing additional statements: 

' "Mr. Thomas W. Goldtrap has bequeathed to the company one thou- 
sand dollars for the increase of the library. 

"It is not the object of this company to swell the number of volumes in 
its libraries, for effect either at home or abroad. The sale, a year or two 
iince, of about 2,000 volumes, will probably be followed by another when 
the present catalogue is disposed of. It is desirable that the libraries 
be kipt fresh and attractive. Books as they are now prepared have a 
charm for youth, which the more ancient tomes do not possess : but it has 
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been the care of jovkx board to reject that spurious: literature with which 
the market has been inundated by persons whose object appears to have 
been to make a book, regardless of historical accuracy. No work of a 
known immoral tendency is ever admitted." 

About 600 copits of a work published by the company, were, in 1847, 
distributed among the apprentices using the library. 

The AthencBum Library ^^\QfiQ% vols, — We are indebted to an address^ 
delivered at the opening of the new hall of the Athenasum, October 18, 
1847, by Thomas J. Wharton, esq., for the following facts respecting thi^ 
institution: It was founded in 1813 by a few' young men, *^who, feeling 
the want of a convenient place of common resort in which their leisure^ 
hours could be passed without danger to morals or tastes, came together 
and arranged a plan for the establishment of reading rooms." On the 
9th of February, 1814, when the articles of association were adopted, the 
number of subscribers amounted to 200; and on the i th of March following 
the institution was first opened to the public, in the room over the book- 
store of Mr. Matthew Carey, at the southeast corner of Chestnut and 
Fourth streets. Chief Justice Tilghman and Mr. Du Ponceau each be- 
queathed to the Athenaeum $200. 

Dr. William Lehman, who died in 1S29, bequeathed to the Atheneeura 
the sum of ^^10,000 for the erection of a suitable building. This legacy, 
by the prudent management of the treasurers, amounted, on the 1st of 
January, 1847, to $24,845 45. It is now invested in the beautiful build- 
ing occupied by the Athen»um, the Historical Society, and the controllers 
of the public schools. The ;Society derives a permanent income of $2,000 
from the rent of the rooms. The entire cost, including fitting up, &c., 
will be less than $50,000, leaving a debt, to be secured by mortgage, of 
less than $14,000. 

**The whole structure is 50 feet fronton Sixth street, 125 feet on Adalphi 
street, and 58 fe^t high. It isan excellent specimen of the Italian style of 
architecture^ treated with spirit and taste. The first stery is divided into 
offices, and a large room of 37 by 60 feet, 14 feet high, for the comptrollers 
of the public schools. The second story is arranged for the uses of the ' 
Athenaeum, and is divided into a news-room, library, and chess room. 
The news-room is on the Sixth street front, and is 37 by 47 feet, and 24 feet 
high; it will be finished in pilasters, with an enriched cornice and cone 
to the ceiling. The library is 37 ieet wide, 65 feet long, and 24 feet high, 
and will be finished with a columnar ordinance of the Corinthian ordeJ", 
advanced from the sides of the room, forming a centre cell or nave aj^d , 
aisles; the latter will be filled upwith bookcases, set laterally from the 
pillars to the wall, and is designed at some future time to be finished with : 
a gallery, as the library extends; the cornice will be enriched with mo- . 
diilions and ornament, the ceiling being in paruel. . The chess room is 18 
feet square,, and is an ante room between the two large rooms; a room of 
the same size over this is intended for the directors' room. The third, 
story is divided into 8 rooms (three of large size;) one of them, to be occu- 
pied by the Historical Society, is 26 feet by 37 feet, and 14 feet high.'* 

<'A feature (says Mr. Wharton) of this institution, to which I would ad - 
vert with complacency, but certainly without boasting, is the free admis- 
sion which it has always afforded to strangers; meaning by this term, pec* 
sons not permanendy residing in the city, or within ten miles of it,, intro- : 
duced by members* Itr may ^ be worthy of remark and nemembranee, th^t^ 
according, to a legister kept by pur worthy auU attentive librarian, more. 
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than 30,00© fttmtigets ha^e vtritcid i\m rDdmf», and' ar^iiled themarfve^ oi 
the fecilHies and conveniences which they afford. During certain years 
the number has exceeded 1,000 annually/ inclndfng repiresentatives of 
every civilized country and community. 

. "Whatever may be the deficiencies of our catalogue, in respect to the 
standard works of English literature, I believe it will not be easy to find, 
in this comntry, a more complete or various collection of periodical litera- 
ture, from the daily journal, through the various monthlies and quarterlies 
txvthe annual registers. Our library consist now, (October, 1847) I am 
informed, of neatly 10,000 volumes. We receive 24 foreign journals, sci- 
entific and literary; and 25 American. We take 5 foreign newspapers, 
and 62 American; one at least, I believe, from every iState. 
■ <<Aittong the curiosities of literature incur rooms is a large collection of 
pamphlets, bound into 148 volumes, which belonged to Dr. Franklin, 
some of them containing his manuscript notes and marginal remarks; and 
a regular series of the Journal de Paris, bound in Volumes, and continued 
during the whole eventful period of the French revolution." 

The Ubrary of the Pennsylvania Hospital-^'\ 0,000 vofe.-»-The hospital 
was established in 1760. The first medical book possessed by this insti- 
tution appears to have been a present, in 1762, from Dr. John Fothei^ill. 
It was Liewis's History of the Materia Medica. The next year it was 
determined to demand a fee from students attending the wards; at the 
time of the physicians> visiting the patients, and to appropriate the money 
;iri8ing from thence to the founding of a medical library. 

Prior to the Revolution about 1(W volumes had been presented, and two 
orders for books had been sent to London. Only 11 volumes wer6 added 
to the library from 1774 to 1787. One of these was a pamphlet; another,, 
<^CuIlen's First Lines of the Practice of Physic, 3 vols. 8 vo." *^cost the 
apparently enormous sum of Ji'135 6*. This, however, when subjected 
to the talismanic operation of Richard Wells's scale' of depreciation, 
shrinks to the comparative trifle of JS\ 15*. specie!" 

In the years 1787-'9 the amount paid for books was .^266 6s. llrf. 
Th^ total expenditure for books previous to 1790, was equal to $886 48. 
The first catalogue) published in the year 1790, contains of folios 21, 
<fUartos 77, octavos 341, duodecimos 89; total, 528 volumes. 

The increasing number of students from this time has afforded a fund 
for the steady increase of the library. For several years the books were 
sheeted and purchased by the celebrated Dr. Lettsom, who enriched the 
ceUection with many valuable donations. 

In the year 1800 Sarah Lane presented 142 volumes of medical books, 
s^me of them, very rare and valuables A supplementary catalogue was 
printed in 1793, and a new catalogue in 1806, containing 127 pages 8vo, ' 

On the decease of Dr. Benjamin S. Barton, his extensive and rare col- ^ 
lection of works on natural history was purchased of his widow for * 
$&,270. 

A supplement to the second catalogue was printed in 1818. 

Another, and the last catalogue of the library, .was printed in 1829, 
containing 324 pages 8vo. At this time the library contained 5,828 
volumes. A supplement, paged continuously with the catalogue, from 
page 336 to page 426, was printed in 1837, at which time the library con- 
tained 7,300 volumes. ^ 

iThe catalogue is thus divived: Alphabetical catalogue of authors, pages 
1-^202; alphabetical catalogue of editors and translators, 203^211; inaugu- 
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lal tfieseji, ia two pacCsr-4.l$t^ m iad^x to the universities/ and names of 
gra4uat€s; 2d, a general catalogue in the order of subjects, 213-241*-*-f 
periodical literature, memoirs of societies, under the nanaes of places, 
vhere printed, 243-257; anonymous publications, arranged.under classes-^' 
259-268; indexlosubjects—rpart I, medical, surgical, and chemical, (alpha- 
betically arranged) 269-^OS; part 2, natural history and miscellaneous^ 
ifcc, 309-322. 

Th0 library at present contains about 10 ,€00 volumfes, atid occupies a 
large and elegant room in the hospitaL The books are mostly medical, 
and pertaining to kindred sciences.. In these departments it' is probably 
the most exiensive and valuable collection in this country. 

Library vf the Law AssocyoUion of Philadelphia-^ jlOO vols. — <'In the 
year 1802 a few gentlemen of the bar associated themselves for the pur* 
pDse of forming a latv library, for the use of the profession in this cityj 
and, partially by donations which they made, and partially by payments', 
from metubers of the company, succeeded, by degrees, in forming a col- 
lection, which, with the small number of books fornrterly known, was all 
that was needed. With the increasing number of reports in modern- 
times, the library, as originally Organized, fell very far behind the profes- 
sional requirements of the day; and in September, 1841, an effort was 
made by a number of gentlemien to enlarge the collection, and to place it, 
generally, upon such a basis as should make it more worthy of the bar to- 
which it belonged. Between the I5th of October, 1841, and the 1st 
March, 1850, there has been laid out by the association, in the purchase 
of new books, the sura of $9,583 72, exclusive of $865 87, in which 
last sum is embraced the cost of binding such of them as were bought in 
sheets." 

**The collection, we are happy to believe, is now complete in all those 
departments usually required in the practice of the law. There exists in it a 
series of all the English,' Irish, and American reports — a department in 
which we believe that no other library, either in Great Bntain or tHo 
United States, is equally perfect. The department of text books is also 
reasonably good; and, in addition to complete collections of the British 
statutes at large, and of the acts both of our State dnd federal legisla- 
tures, in their authoritative, unabridged condition, there will be found 
upon the shelves of this library such digests and works of general juris- 
prudence as have obtained, with the profession, any title to authority. As 
a means of professional culture, and of extending among the bar a knowl- 
edge of the judicial decisions of England and of the United States, the 
collection affords all that as yet is practicable^ and much of aU that can at' 
any time be desired. 

<Un the course of nearly fifty years which has passed since this library 
was founded, neither the State, the county, nor the city, have contributed 
a dollar to its increase; and while, even in its present condition, the pay- 
ment of a sum merely nominal makes the least opulent practitioner among ; 
us the possessor of a library larger than any which the most wealthy 
owns, it is yet certain, that as a public library, answering all the demands - 
of a numerous and intellectual profession, stimulated by the keen spirit of 
ambition and reward, and pushing its investigations through every . 
avenue of knowledge, the collection is yet for in arrear of what it might 
be. . There are som& departnoents in which it is entirely wanting, and : 
others where it is very imperfect. The civil law has no place in it at all, 
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and the canon and ecclesiastical law have ifiuch' tod small ah one. There 
18 also a large class of books which do not come exactly within the title 
of law books, that yet belong to the law, considered as a philosophic 
science, or as a system of lofty morals. They are sometimes cited in 
courts, and would form, at any rate, a graceful addition to a library which 
represents in its corporate dignity an intellectual and elevated profession/' 
[See circular letter of a committee of the Law Association.] 

About -2,000 dollars a year are expended in the purchase of books. 
There is no vested fund. The income is derived froth assessments of 
members and occasional contributions. 

The library occupies a room 50 feet square, in the county court-house. 
The last catalogue, containing 64 pages 8vo., was printed in 1849. 
' The following are the most important rules of the library: 

" The library is open from 10 o'clock a. m. till 3 p. m., and from 4J' 
till sunset, daily throughout the year, excepting during the months of 
July and August, on Christmas and New Year's day, the 22d of Febru- 
ary, and on Saturday afternoons and Sundays; at which times it is 
dosed. , 

^< The following persons are allowed to use the library: 

<< 1, members of the association and subscribers to the library; 2, judges 
of the court sitting within the city; 3, members of the bar from the coun- 
try, attending the sessions in this city of the supreme court of Pennsylva- 
nia, or of the circuit court of the United States ^ 

" Persons desirous of using this library can have the use of it for life, 
free of any annual charge, by paying the sum of $100. Or they may be- 
come members of the association by paying $30 in the first instance, and 
afterwards an assessment of $10 a year. 

" Gentlemen of the bar who are not members of the association, npr 
subscribers for life to its library, may become subscribers to it annually 
by paying, during the first two years after their admission to the bar^ .1^6 
aydar; during the ensuing two years, $8 a year; and afterward5s, $12 a 
year. 

' <^ No book can be t^ken from the library -room by any person whomso- 
ever, except for the purpose of being used in the courtrooms. The pres- , 
ent librarian is John William Wallace, esq." 

The Library of the Ft (inklin Institute, of the State of Pennsylvania, 
for the promotion of the mechanic arts, was founded about the year 1^^^0, 
and contains 4,300 volumes, not including pamphlets. The apartment 
occupied as the libraiy and reading-room of the society is 45 feel by 44. 
A catalogue was printed in 1847, containing 117 pp. Svo. The library 
is open every day, except Sunday, from 9 o'clock a. m. till 10 p. m. It 
is intended primarily for the use of the membefrs of the institute. The 
books are lent out. Not less than 1,000 annually con^uU the library 
without taking away books. The library is but an auxiliary means of 
producing the effects desired by the institute — the improvement of its 
members— and is not made or consideied a separate branch ordepartmcnt. 
It is intended, like the collections of models, machines, ^c, to be open 
fdr constant reference to the members and their friends. . William Hainit- • 
ton, actuary and ex officio librarian. 

^IMrary of the Oermem Society — 7,341 w&.— This library contains 
both Qennan and English books. A catalogue (218 j^. 12mo.)> waff- 
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priDtecl in J 839. [Ludew^.] It is uow sadd to oont&in nearly liS^QOO 
volumes, (January, 1851.) 

The Library of the/ottr numlhly meetinga of Friends y of Philadelpbiai 
was founded in 1741, by a bequest of Thomas Cbeckley. A catalogue 
(150 pp, 8vo.) was printed in 1831. [Ludewig.] 

College of St. Tkomas of Villanova, near Philadelphia. — This is a new. 
institution, chartered in 1847. It has no regularly organized library, but 
possesses about 2,000 books of all kinds. J. P.O. Luzen, .0. S,:A., 
president. » 

ZAbrwy of the University of Pennsylvania — 5,000 vols, — The Univer- 
sity was founded'in 1750. The library at present contains about ^5,000 
volumes. A catalogue (103 pp. 8vo.) was prepared and printed in 1829, 
by Judah Dobsoii, The following facts are stated in the prefece: 

^^This library was begun by private donations of the friends of the 
institution; among whom the Rev. William Smith, the first provost of 
the college and academy, and Dr. McDowell, one of his successors, de- 
serve to be particularly noticed. During the revolutionary war our litde 
collection was enriched by a'donation in books from his Majesty Louis 
the Sixteenth. Those books, printed at the royal printing office, consist 
chiefly of mathematical works; of works on natural history, among which 
is a collection of M. Buffon^s; and some of the Byzantine historians. 
They have been all carefully preserved, and will, it is hoped, long remain 
a memorial of the liberality of that great and unfortunate monarch." 

The Philomathean Society of undergraduates, founded in 1819, pos- 
sesses a library of about 3,000 volumes. The Zelosophic So'ciety, found- 
ed in 1829, has a library of 1,250 volumes. 

Library of the American Baptist Publicatimi Society — 1,032 vols. 

The Library of the Histoncal Society — 1 ,728 vols, — ^The Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania was founded in 1825. The library contains 1 ,728 
, volumes, including 47 volumes of bound manuscripts. The society also 
has collections of medals and coins* Most of the books have been re- 
ceived within the last five years, and principally by donation. The li- 
brary is kept in the hall of the society, a^room in the third story of the 
Athenasum, about 29 by 42 feet in size. The books are arranged accord- 
ing to subjects. The shelves are distinguished by letters. A, B, C,. <fcc., 
and each shelf has a distinct series of numbers, commencing with No. !• 
The first part of the catalogue was printed in 1849. It contains 36 pages 
Svo., and comprises the departments of histpry, biography, and manu- 
scripts. The library is open on the evenings of the meetings of the so- 
ciety, namely, the second Monday of ea(^h month, and is accessible to the 
members of the society, and only by courtesy to others. No record has 
ubtii lately been kept of the use of the library. William Duane, librforiaa* 

The following notice prefixed to the published catalogue gives .dome 
additional facts respectiug the library : 

^^ The Historical Society of Pennsylvania was founded in 1825. It 
met for nineteen years in one of the rooms^of the American Philosophical 
Society, and had the use of a small closet in this ; room to contain its 
books. In the year 1844 the society removed UJ a room rented by itself 
for its exclusive accommodation. I^s collection of books then amounted 
to about sixty volumes, in addition to some boxes of public documents 
from Washington, which had not been opened,^ the society had no place 
in which to place the bosoks. Immejdiately after the removal, the lityrary 
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increased rapidly, afnd a still forther increase has followed its removal to 
their present location in the Athenaeum building, south Sixth street. 

• The library now amount? to about 1 ,750 Tolumes, divided into ten classes : 
Wstory, biography, manuscripts, pamphlets, periodicals, voyages And 

• taiavels, newspapers, public documents of Pennsylvania, puBlic documents 
. of the United Stktes, and miscellaneous. These observations have been 

considered necessary to explain why a society twenty four years in exist- 
' -eiice has not a larger collection of books. Had it not been for the 
'Cramped position it was compelled to occupy before it had a room of its 
own, it would doubtless have long since reached its present size. — Janw^ 
my 10, 1849.'* 

An address before the society, delivered by William B. Reed, on the 
occasion of opening the hall in the Athenajum, January 28, 1848, has 
been printed, and contains some interesting facts concerning the society, 
besides valuable remarks and suggestions respecting the objects of such 
an institution. ^ 

PITTSBURG. 

ThB Yann^ Men^s Mercantile Library and Mechmiics^ Listitvie — 1,188 
€?ofe. — Fo.unded September, 1847; incorporated March, 1849. The library 
contains (January 1, 1860) 1,188 volumes, a small collection of engra- 
vings, and about 353 mineralogical specimens. A reading-room of valu- 
able journals is connected with the library. Since the establishment of the 
institution, about 500 volumes have, each year, been added to the library, 
and about 450 dollars been expended in the purchase of books, li^he 
association occupies two rooms, each 29 by 55 feet, forming the 2d and 3d 
stories of a well-built brick building. A catalogue is in preparation. * 

The library is open daily from 8 a. m. till 10 p. m. 

The persons entitled to the use of the library are: members by the pay- 
ment of $4 per annum ; life members by the payment of $35 at one 
time; and honorary members elected by the directors. 

About 2;200 books were lent out during the last year. J. Finney, jr., 
president. 

Tkeologieal Seminary lAbrary — 1,500 vols, — This seminary was in- 
' corporated in 1828. It is under the direction of the Associate Reformed 
« Church. 

Washington CoU^e Libraries — 3,300 vols. 

WESTCHESTER. ■ * 

• i ' T%c Chester ChUnty Cabinet ofNcstvral Sciences, at Westchester, Peun- 
v^sylvania, was founded in March, 1826, and incorporated in 1831. Its 

library contains 450 volumes, of which 150 are works on the natural 

*« sciences^ chiefly botany, zoology, and geology; and 300 miscellaneous, 

' general science, languages, and literature. It has a collection of oriffinal 

\letters, from the principal general oflicers of the American army of the 

Revolution ; and also the autograph signatures of 103 distinguished patriots 

of the Revolution, military and civil, cut from their letters to Gen. Anthony 

Wayne — all presented by his son, the Hon. Isaac Wayne. It also has 

'several charts of the coast survey 'from Professor Bache; a very few en- 

..gvavings a&d medals, and about 400 coins^ (3(iK) copper and 100 silveir,) 
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^among which are ^ silver and 69 copper coins from 21 diflFerent govern- 
ments, collected during the circumnavigating cruise of the United States 
ship Pfeacock, in 1835-'S7, by ^ the late Lieutenant Darlington, United 
States navy, and presented by mm. The additions to the library have 

• been made very irregularly,, and probably do not average more than 16 or 
20 volumes annually. There is no regular expenditure for books. The 

; ^greater portion of the books has been obtained by donation. A three- 
story brick hall, roofed with tin, was erected in 1836 for the use of the 
^^Cabinet," and to contain its library and museum. The cost of the 
building was upwards of $5,000. The hall of the ^< Cabinet" is 40 f(f^et 
front by 60 feet deep; the lower story is fitted for a lecture room, with a 
larboratory in the rear. The second story is a large room calculated for 
an athenasum, or reading-room; and the third story contains the museum 
and library of the "Cabinet.'* There is no printed catalogue.. The li- 
brary is accessible to all the members at each meeting of the "Cabinet." 
The books are lent out to members, when applied for. 

The Chester County Cabinet of Natural Science, in addition to the 
library, &c., possesses one of the best and most extensive collections of 
minerals in Pennsylvania; a splendid collection of shells, and of English 
and American birds; a herbarium of seven thousand species of plants, duly 
4trranged, labelled, and catalogued; with various curiosities in nature and 
art. William DarHngton, M. D., president. 

The Chester County Athencewm was founded February 9, 1827, and 
incorporated in 1828. ■ The library contains 1,431 volumes, consisting of 
works on history, biography, natural science, travels, and the usual .as- 
sortment of books proper for a village library. Until within, the last six 
years the institution was neglected; within that time, by the exertion of 
«ome public-spirited individuals, it has been resuscitated, and the anhnal 
increase is now fromi 130 to 160 volumes, and the annual expenditure for 
t>ooksfrom 110 to 140 dollars. There is a written, but not a printed c^fta- 
logue. The library is open every day, at all hours till 8 o'clock in the 
evening. The members and subscribers are entitled to the use of the 
library on the following terms:— stockholdets pay each $2 per year; .stib- 

' scribers $2 per year; minors $1; transient subscribers 6 cents per week 
for duodecimos, 8 cents for 8vos. The number of books taken outforihe 
last three years has ranged from 1,300 to 1,600 annually, and is increasing 
each year. Any respectable person can hare the opportunity of constjlt- 
ingthe library, or takinghome the books. William Darlington, librarian. 

DELAWARE. ' 

. •• •• - •• ' • i! 

DOVEK. ; ! 

The State Library y and the Law Library , corltain, together, kbout 
4,000 volumes. Since 183T a room in the capitol has beeri devoted ex- 
clusively to the lise of the library. Occasional appropriations are tnirtie 
by the legislature for the increase of the coltection. About lOO voltitties 
have been added anilually for the laist ten years. Books maybe frefely 
used by any citizen who. subscribes the rules. Samuel C. LetherbUry, 
iibrarian.' ' ' ', ^ 
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Delaware College Libraries — 8 JOO vols.— Ithe college was founded in. 
IS33. The college library contains 2,500- voluines. There are two so- 
cieties of undergraduates, with libraries of I>500 volumes' each. The 
private library of the president contains 2,000 volumes;, and the privata^ , 
collections of two other members of the faculty contain 1,200 volumes. 
These are all in the college building, and form an abrogate of 8,700* 
volumes, accessible to all persons connected witlx the college; and' iudeed 
to others who may wish to u^e them fov literary purposes. An effort i» 
making to enlarge the college, library^ Rev. Jaipaes P..lTilson; president* 

NEWCASTLE. - . 

• 

Public Library— ifiOO vols,— The Newcastle Library Company was 
founded in 1812. The library contains about 4,000 voli^nes. It is sus- 
tained by an annual assessment of $2 on each share. The price of a share 
is $20. The library at present occupies a room in the town academy. 
-Samuel Guthrie, librarian. 

MARYLAND. 

ANNAPOLIS. 

The State Library — 15,000 vols. --^The State, Library of Maryland was 
founded in 1827, and. contains 15,000 volumes, .besides 59 volumes of 
manu&criptS; 108 maps, 1 9 charts. . The yearly average number pf vplumes 
added to the library for the last ten years is 580. There has been an 
annual appropriation by the legislature of $500* Inhere is also in opera- 
tion a system of exchanges with oth^r States. The library occupies a 
room in the State-house. A catalogue (132 pages 8vo.) prepared by David 
Ridgely, then librarian, was published in December, 1837,. at Annapolis. 
The titles are classified under 37 chapters . The arrftngement of the books 
upk)n the shelves corresponds with the divisions of the catalogue. The 
library is opened daily (Sundays excepfed) during the sessions of the legis- 
lature, from 9 o'clock a. njt. to the tim^ of the daily adjournment of both 
houses^ and from 5 to 9 p. m., except during qight sessions, when, it is 
kept open till the adjournment. The governor, , chancellor, judges, Sti^te 
officers, members and ex-members of the legislature, lawyers practising in 
the court of appeals, and officers of 1h^ army and navy stationed at An- 
napolis, can lake out books. Any person- may consult the library in ihe- 
room. No record has been kept of loans or of visitors. Richard Swann^ 
librarian. 

St. John^s College Library — 3,292 170&. — The library dates?, with the- 
college, from 1784;, and contains 3,292 vplumes. Occasional appropila- 
tions are made by the board for the increase of the library. The collec- 
tion is in a room of the new brick college, 36 feet by 15, in 7 alcoves-. 
The bx^oks are arranged according to subjects; only one catalogue has- 
l)een printed— ^ate 1847, pp. 38. The library is opened one hour every 
Saturday. All persons connected with the college are entitled* to use the 
books; and they are occasionally lent, by courtesy, to others. About 80O 
volumes are lent in a year. William D. Greetham, librarian,^ 
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;TheB(dtimore Library — 15^000 t?o/5.-^The Library. Company of Balti- 
more was founded in 1796, and possesses 15,0G0» volumes of printed books 
.artd five volumes of manuscripts: among them ^'Aristotelis Physica," 1312, 
^and <^Nic. d6 Lyra, Matthy of thetniddle of the 14th century, with beauti- 
ful illuminations; 20 collections of maps and charts; 100 volumes of engra- 
Tings. The income of the institution is derived from the annual payments 
of stockht)lders (about 265) and annual subscribers, and amounts to abouit 
^1,100 per annum. The building was erected in conjunction with the Mary- 
land Historicar Society and the Mercantile Library Association, and was a 
- gift from the citizens of Baltimore. (See Maryland Historical Society.) Tlie 
looms of the Library Company ^re upon the sefeond story of the edifice, 
«ind consist of a library 47 by 53, feet, height 20 feet, with a gallery. 
Adjoining, at one end, is a directors' room, 14 by 16 feet; at the other 
€nd is a reading-room, 26 by 47 feet; and beyond that another, 14 by 
32 feet. A catalogue was printed in 1798; a second in 1^2; and a third 
in 1809. The last mentioned contains 196 pages 8vo., and has been con- 
tinued by supplements— the first in 1816, of 36 pages; the second in 1823, 
of 40 pages; the third in 1831, of 21 pages; the fourth in 1841, of 28 pages. 
The library is open daily, except Sundays and certain holidays, in sum- 
mer from 8 a. m. to 6 p. m., in winter from 9 a. m. to 4 p. m. Persons 
entitled to the use of the library are: stockholders paying $100 for a ^^fi«e" 
share, or $30 for a share and $5 per annum, and subscribers at the rate 
of $8 per annum, or $1 per month. About 5,000 books are lent out each 
year. Perhaps 100 persons, each year, consult the library without taking 
away books. About 400 visitors each year. John S. Sumner, librarian^ 

St. Mary^s College Ltftmry-^12^000 vols. — The library was commenced 
with the institution ih the year 1809, and contains aboftt 12,000 volumes j 
* few manuscripts, among them a modern 4to. MS. entitled "Tableau 
piresent des Etats Unis par George Novion," in 369 elegantly written '• 
pages, with statistical tables: date, about 1791-2; some valuable maps, 
•charts, and engravings. The annual increase is about 500 volumes. The 
^library occupies two large rooms in the college edifice. The librarian is 
engaged in classifying the books according to srubjects. There is no 
printed catalogue. A cornplete MS. catalogue is' in preparation. There 
IS no stated time for opening the library, but it is accessible set all times on , 
application to the librarian. AH persons connected with the institution 
are entitled to the use 6i the books, and others are allowed the use on ap- 
. plication. Books are sometimes lent out to read, but the practice is dis- 
countenanced at present on account of former abuse 01 the privilege. 
With the permission of the superior^ books may be lent to persons at a 
^distance. Rev. M. Feller, -librarian. 

Tliis is a very excellent library, composed for the most part of theo- 
logical and classical books, but not deficient in other departments. 

There is a: smalHibrary of son*e 600 veiumes belonging to a society of' 
.-stndents. 

Vhe MercaTtiile'IAbrary-'Q^OOO vols. ^The Mercantile Library Association 

of Baltimore was established November, 1839, and incorporated January, ' 

1842. The library contains (June, 1850) 9,000 volumes of b©6ks, 1 volume ; 

of autographs, 20 maps, 15 framed engravings, 25 volilnaes of engravings. * 

'T^he yearly average increase is about 700 volumes; the annual expendi- 
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ture for books $700. The library occijpies the ground floor of' Ae Baltic- 
more Athenseum. (See Maryland Historical Society.) fts rooms cor- 
respond with those of the Library Company. * A short catalogue, alpha- 
betical, was printed in 1842, and a suf)plement in 1844f. Another cata- , 
logue (118 pages l2mo.) was printed in July, 1848. The library is 
opened every day from 11 a, m. to 2 p. m., and from 3 to 10 p. m. Ac- 
tive members (who must be clerkg by profession) pay for the privileges of 
the library $5 for the first year, and $3 for each sjicceeding year. Hen- 
orary. members (all persons other than clerks) pay $5 per annum. James 
Green., librarian^ 

The following table, compiled from the first six annual reports of the 
association (all that have been printed,) exhibits the early progre^ of the 
institution. The last line »hows its present condition:, 





No. of volumes 
in library. 


■ r- 

DoIIars expend* 

ed during year 

for books. 


Honorary 
members. 


Active ihem- 
bers. 


Useof Hbra- 
. ry. 


November, 1840 . . , 
Do... .1841... 
00... 4842... 
Do*,.. 1843... 


1,400 
2, 100 
2>889 
. 3,610 
4,3d3 
5,231 
9,000 


1,400 
800 
890 
640 
854 
544 

• WO 


141 
150 
122 


125. 
262 
812 

, . 303 
361 
571 
'45Qi< 


Volumes. 
2,314 
4,204 

• • * • • »•'•>• a • • 

5,805 
7.800- 
8,500' 


..Do.... 1844... 
Do..,. 1845... 


112 


June, }850 


250 


10,000* 



JTAe Maryland fJistorical Society was founded in 1843^ and incorporated . 
March, 1844. The library qontains 1,500 volumes, princip^y histpripal^, 
and 270 volumes -(rf newsp^per^, published mostly in Mjsufylwid. The 
set of the Maryland Gazette commences in 1728, and, though this is im- 
perfect, a complete sefiies of papers printed in Maryland from that time tQ« 
the present, exists in the library. The collection of maau$pripts, though 
not large, embraoes. many of value and interest, especially those placed 
iindejr the care of Ihe sqciety by the State legislature, as -the journals of 
the old council, and letters to ajid from the governors and th^ proprietors. 
Among the MSS* are also several unpublished orders of General Wash-, 
ington, and some valuable letter^, from oflicers of the M^-ryland line, with 
regard to the southern campaign* A large and commodious building 
has been erected for the joint accommodation of the Maryland Historical 
Society, the Library Company of Baltimore, and the Mer^jantUe Library 
Associatipn. The Maryland Historical Society holds in fee the third floor 
of* thjB, Athenaium buildingji and this floor is divided inta four inter-com- 
municating apartments: a room for the use of th^ officers of the society, 
which is, 14 feet by 23; a meeting-room, and library, 26 fe^t by 47 and SS' 
feet high J ?., gallery of fine arts, 47 feet by 53, with a ceiling. 2S f^Pt high 
at the apex and sloping to 20 feet at the walls, lighted by a skylight ia the 
,roof, affording 400 superficial feet of glazed surface; and a gallery for 
sculpture and. casts from the antique, 14 by 23 feet. The rooms of thi& 
society, are furjnished in au elegant manner, with solid oak cases, tables, 
and phairs. The whole cost of the building w^s |2S>l88Li T^Je furni* 
ture is valued at ^8,000. 
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As yet no xegular catalogue of the litoo*; has been prepared for print- 
iijg; The libi*ary is open daily from 10 in the moruing until 6 o'clock in 
the afternoon. Tiie regular meetings of the sodety are held upon the 
first Thursday evening of every month. The in^aabws of the society 
are^ of cour5e> entitled to the use of tbe library; but as the object of the 
institution is not only to collect valuable material) but to make it as gen- 
eraUy useful as possible, the books, original papers, (fcc, are at all times 
open to the examination and perusal of all who may wish to refer to them, 
subject only^to the observance of such rules as are essential to their pre- 
servation. The books are not allowed to be taken from the rooms, except 
under circumstances which appear to justify a departure from the rule^ 
because, the Ubrary being chiefly valuable for purposes of reference, it is ' 
thought desirable that investigations should be cofidueted in the £ootils as 
much as possible; and much inconvenience would result to the many from 
this partial accommodation of the few. ' The number consulting the : 
library is large, though it cannot be exactly stated. 

One of the prominent features in the plan of the society was the estab- 
lishmeht'of chapters in the different counties of the State. It ia hoped 
that this novel but admirable project may, ere long, be realized; Fran- 
cis B. Mayer is the acting librariau. 

•From a letter of J. Morrison Harris, esq.., corresponding secretaryt)f ihe . 
Historical Society, besides the foregoing statements, we quote the follow- 
ing passage, explanatory of the views of this eneigetic association, in the , 
establishment of the gallery of art: 

^* The gallery of fine arts is intrusted to a committee who ate elected -^to- 
serve for one year, and who make all the arrangements connected with 
exhibition^!, &e. As this feature is not exactly connected with the pur- . 
poses and legitimate plan of an historical society, it may be well to say 
something in explanation of. its connexion with our society. The idea ■ 
was first suggested by an effort which the society made, some years since y 
and still continues, to procure the originals or copies of the portraits of dis- 
tinguished men connected with the founding of the colony, the events of 
'its early history, and eminent in their associations with its annals down 
to the present time. Our plan is to raise, by .yearly exhibitions of good 
pictures, a fund which will, by degrees, enable us to build up a gallery of . 
our own, consisting of good copies of the best picturesof the old masters,, 
and original pictures of merit by native artists; and we cherish the confi* 
dent hope that, whil^ the prosecution of this scheme will in no way irtter- 
fere with our historical labors, it will enable us to throw open, hereafter, to '. 
the man of taste and to the student, a well-selected.collection of paintings, 
which will produce upon the community those good effects inseparable 
from an elevated appreciation of art." ■-.'•. 

The following is from the annual report made in Febrtjary I,. 1849, by 
J. Spear Smith, escj., president of the society: 

*^ In the original project of the 'Athenseum, it was deemed not. only t 
proper, but essential, to embrace within it a gallery of fine iarts. Viurious 
attempts had previously, and at different, epochs, been made^ to form and i 
s^atatn societies. connected with the subject, and in the hope of introducing-, 
the desirable accompaniment of a permanent gallery j but, notwithstaod* » 
ir% tl>e zeul and tateat with which these meritorious essays were made> 
they imM of being attended with common waratesueaess. If, therefore, - 
«uch an eippartunity as was now. offered were' permitted to escape, Uie*' 
day «eejwd distant whea .Baltimore w<Rild .be;/i%^,^^j|9j^^g^nt jofc^ 
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so attractive an addition to her public institutions. There existed also a 
confident belief that, under the strong protection of the society, it could 
be alone instituted and successfully maintained . It was, consequently, 
no accidental circumstance which led to the union of a gallery with 
the society, nor did it arise from any difficulty in the disposition of the 
space allotted to it. Being thus an element in the primary scheme,, the 
architect was instructed to incorporate in the plan an apartment adapted 
in its proportions, and in the proper admission of light, to this object. 
This was successfully accomplished, and with so much judgment as to 
have elicited the decided approbation of connoisseurs, and others versed 
in such matters. In accordance with the original design, the gallery fell 
under the administration of. this society. Tbis disposition of it »eemed 
appropriate for many reasons, not the least of which was the connexion, 
for the most part, of the productions of the painter and sculptor with his- 
torical persons or events^ It was intended, also, to increase the attractions 
and popularity of the society, by affording an agreeable and tasteful re- 
laxation to its members." 

The Odd Fellows' Librdry-^M^ vols.— The Odd Fellows* Library 
was established in 1849, though some books had been collected for the 
purpose several years before. Last year, upwards of a thousand dollars 
were expended for books. An appropriation is regularly made from the 
funds of the different lodges, but no member is taaped additionally for the 
support of the library; yet every one has the full use of it. The Grand 
Lodge has appropriated a large room — about 60 feet by 20— on the first 
floor of the hall, for its lise;' but it is hardly large enough to accommodate 
the numerous visitors. The hall is soon to be enlarged, and then, it is 
supposed, a fine suite of rooms will be assigned to the library. The only 
catalogue published, as yet, is one of the German books, (81^ in number.) 
The library is open every evening, except Saturday, from half-past 7 to 
11 in summer, and from half-past6 to 10 in winter.^ All the members of 
the Order in Baltimore (about 8,000 in number) are allowed the use of the 
books without charge. The circulation for one quarter ending July, 1S50, 
has been 2,331 volumes. John Shotton is librarian. 

Baltimore Femaie Cofleg-c.,— This institution was incorporated in 1850, 
with power to confer degrees; it is located in St. Paul's street. It possess- 
es a well-selected library of 2,800 volumes, to which the older pupils 
have access. There is also a valuable collection of minerals, and a cabi- 
net of ancient and modern coins. Of ancient coins there are more than 
600. [See catalogue of the B. F. C. for 1850.] 

Lihrary of the Medico- Chirwrgicai Socfe/y— -2,000 vols. 

Library of the Medicml Department j University of Maryland — 1 ,000 vols. 

Law Library — 1 ,000 vols. 

Several of the Fire Companies ixi Baltimore possess valuable collections 
of books. The libraries of the Mechanical Fire Company and of the 
Patapsco Fire Company number about 1,000 volumes each. 

Mechanics' InstUute Library — 1,000 vols. — ^<The Maryland Institute 
for the Promoiion of the Mechanic Arts" was founded in 184-, and in- 
corporated in 1849* It receives an annual grant of $500 fi'om the State. 
It has held three annual exhibitions of American manufactures. It sup- 
ports a course of lectures during the winter months, and has established 
a school of design, which promises to be an important and highly useftil 
branch of the institute. Among the objects of the association is the ool* 
lection of a library. About- 1^€00 volumes have ^^^^J^h^^^^^^dy 
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and vigorous efforts are making to increase the niiriiber. The institute is 
contemplating the immediate erection of a building for its purposes. 

CHESTERTOWN. 

Washington College Libraries — 1,100 vols. — The College Library wa$ 
founded in 1783; In 1827 the college was burned down, and only 170 
volumes rescued from the flames. In 1844 the college wasTevived, a 
new building erected^ and 380 new volumes added. These, together 
■with the valuable present of State papers, and other documents, by Hon. 
J. A. Pearce^ form an aggregate of 1,000 volume^, with some good col- 
lections of maps, Sec, No yearly appropriation of money for the increasi^ 
of the library has, as yet, been made, in consequence of the determina- 
tion of the board to erect new buildings. After these are finished, a libe- 
Tal sum will be set apart for the purchase of books. There is a manu- 
script, but no printed, catalogue. Persons connected with the college are 
allowed the use of the. books without fee. Strangers are sometimes, by 
<jourtesy, permitted to use the library. S. S. Rogers, librarian. 

The Mount Vernon Society of Students, founded in 1847, has about 
100 volumes. 

EMMETSBURG. 

Mount Si. Mary^s College Lihrary-^fiQQ vols, 

HAGERSTOWN. 

Si. James College Libraries — ^3,500 vols. 

The College Library contains - - - 2,500 volumes. 

The Library of the Belles Lettres Society contains 500 ^^ 

The Irving Society Library contains - - 500 ^^ 

ROGKVILLE. 

77ie Montgomery County Library Association ^ founded in 1849, has a 
commencement of a library (ll5 volumes.) The money received by 
annual subscriptions will be devoted to the increase of the collection. 
Anangements have been made for fitting up a room in the building 
formerly occupied as the county clerk's office for a library and reading 
room. The library is open daily from 9 to 3 o'clock. Persons become 
members of the association by subscribing to the constitution, and paying 
a snjall initiation fee. O. W. Treadwell, librarian. 

The Academy at RockviUe has a small library, containing about 
150 volumes, for the use of the students, 

SANDY SPRING. 

Sandy Spring Library Company. — This library, founded in 1841, con- 
tains about 600 volumes. About 70 volumes are added each year, and 
about 40 dollars expended for books. A catalogue was printed some six 
years ago, containing 12 pages 12mo. The library is open daily firom 6 
a. m. to 10 p. m. It is restricted to memj>ers of the company, who pay 
five dollars for a share, and $1 60 annual subscription. Joseph' Gilpin, 
^brarian. 
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DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA, 

GEORGETOWN. ^ , 

College Libraries — 26,100 vols — The library of Georgetown College- 
dates from the foundation of ihe college, in 1792, and contains at 
preseiit 25,000 volumes. Many duplicaites have been given, xo kindred 
mstitutions, and a valuable collection of ' astronomical works has been 
taken from the library and placed in the observatory attached to the col- 
lege. About $350 a year are expended for books. The library is kept in 
a room 33J^ by 26 feet, most tastefully arranged with shelves of Brazilian 
wood> birds'-eye maple, curled maple, ifec, the work of 'one of the mem- 
bers of the institution. There is also an octagonal room for state papers, . 
journals, &c. No catalogue has been published, but one will soon be 
put to press. The books are arranged according to subjects. Only the 
faculty and students of the higher brandies are entitled to take books from 
the library,, and the person borrowing the book is strictlyi prohibited from 
lending it to any fexsou^even in the college. Books are yoiy seldom lent 
dtit of the college; owing to the. loss of several works, great caution is ex- 
ercised in lending. Rev. J. M. Finotti, librarian. , 

The JPhilodemic and Philonomosian Debating Societies have libraries of 
books in general literature, in all upwards of 1,100 volumes, purchased 
with the subscriptions of members, or presented by members on their ad- 
mission to the societies. 

The college library is one of the most valuable in the country, partic- 
ularly in theology and the classics. It contains a complete set of the 
Acta Sanctorum, the Church Fathers in the Benedictine editions, and 
many works of great value and rarily,'at least in this country^. 

WASHINGTON. . 

The Library of Congress — 50,000 vols, — The first Libraryof Congress 
was founded April 24, 1800. It was collected under the direction of Dr. 
Mitchell, Mr. jGallatin, and others, and consisted of about three thousand 
volumes,' when it was destroyed by the British sirmy on the 24th of 
August, 1814. It was a valuable collection, and Was much resorted to in 
the early days of the city. The total loss of the library induced Mr. Jef- 
ferson to offer his collection to Congress. It was purchased in 1815. It 
consisted of about 7 000 volumes, for which Mh Jefferson received 
$23,000. It formed the nucleus of the present library, Which contains 
(January = 1, 1850) about 50,000 volumes, a few manuscripts, a series 
of medals designed by Den on and executed by order of the French 
government, commemorative ef events during the' reign of Napoleon; . . 
some valuable maps and charts, and busts of several of the Presidents, 
with a few paintings of interest..,. ThiBiy^ftrly, average increase is about 
1,800 volumes. $5,000 per annum are appropriated by Congress for the 
puri^hase of miscellaneous books, and $1,U00 for bw boofeg. 

The library occopiee three rooms in the Capitfxl, only.on^ of which 
was originally d,e6igned for the purpose. The principal librjary^room \» 
92 feet i;i length, 34 feet in width, and 36 feet in height. It <fontai!is 12 
alcoves — ^ on each side-— <livide4 by a. gallery.. The books are arranged 
according to subjects, ori the systep) of Bacon. Catalogues have been 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



180 [120] 

published as follows: In 1802 (10 pp. 8vo.;) sup^emeat; 1803 (3 pp.) 
and 1808 (41 pp.;) in 1812 (101 pp. 8\ro.;) in 1815 (170 pp.. 4lo., 
containyag Jefferson's library;) supplement, 1820 (28 pp.;) and in 1830 
and '31 (362 pp. 8vo.) 

iThe last catalogue was prir^ted in 1840 (747 pp. 8vo.) The additions 
since that time are in annual supplements. A new catalogue is in press. 

The library is^open every day during the sessions of Congress. During 
the recess .it is opened on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday of each 
week, six hours each day. Members of Congress, the President and Vice 
President of the United States, Heads of Departments, Judges of the Su- 

freme Court, Secretary of the Senate, Clerk of the House, agents of the 
iibrary Committee, and Foreign Ministers, are entitled to the use of the 
library, and are allowed to take out boolvs. The number of books annu- 
ally lent out is not known, nor can the number of persons consulting the 
library be stated. It is very great during the sessions of Csngress. John 
S. Meehan, librarian; E. B. Stelle and C. H. W. Meehan, assistants; 
Robert Kearon, messenger* 

In the catalogue the works are classed according to the system of Lord 
Bacon. This system was introduced by Mr. Jefferson, and, unfortu- 
nately, has been continued here, after its abandonment in most other 
libraries. It was not intended by its author as a bibliographical sys-^ 
tem, nor has any improvement which it has received rendered it conve- 
nient or useful for that purpose. 

The Library of Congress is one of great value. It is yrorthy of a mi- 
nute and accurate catalogue. It would be comparatively useless with- 
out one, were it not for the catalogue of its contents written upon 
the memory of the librarians. In a catalogue of the Library of Congress 
every book, pamphlet, map, handbill, speech, and important article m a 
review or magazijive, should be entered carefully and accurately under the 
name of its author, and alphe^betical and analytical indexes of subjects 
should be made. The catalogue should be a model performance. Such 
an one should not, of course, be required from the present force employed 
in the library, which is not sufficient for the r^gulsu: work of the estab- 
lishment. The making of a catalogue should be a separate affair. 

The librarian is appointed by the President of the United States, and is 
governed by rules adopted by the President of the Senate and the Speaker, 
of the House of Represexitatives. A joint committee of the two houses 
is charged with the purchase of the books. 

Library of the House of Representatives— \2f)0Q vols. — Besides the 
Library of Congress, there is in the Capitol a library for the use of the 
members of the House, consisting mostly of public documents, and con- 
taining several sets, nearly complete, from the first commencement of the 
government. The aggregate number of volumes is at present upwards 
of 12,000. The annual increase is about 400 volumes. The library oc- 
cupies a series of closets, triangular rooms, and. attics, near thehall of the 
H<5ase* It is open daily while the House is in session, and is the con- 
stajit resort of members, who alone are entitled to the use of it- Therq., 
is no printed catalogue, but one in manuscript. Philip Williams, Ubrarian. 

[AUraryofihe State Department— 7,000 ^s.*^ThQ library commenced 
with the '^DeparUnent of Foreign Affairs,'^ in 1781. It contains at 
present about 7,000 volumes ajad 500 pamphlets. The number of maps 
and charts unbound is -about 1,500. . The annual increase is about 58 
voii^u^s. . About $100 are expendfsd for books. .The library is in the 
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- building of the department, and occupies two rooriis^. The larger is 36 
feet long, 15 feet 9 inches wide, and 14 high, divided on one side into 
seven alcoves. The smaller room is 17 feet by 15 feet 9 inches; A cata- 
logue was printed in 1825, (small 8vo. 67 pp.,) and another in 1830 
(small 8 vo., 1150 pages.) « 

Besides the public library of the State Department, there is a large col- 
lection of manuscripts relating to the history of the country, in trie ar-- 
chives of the department. The number cannot now be accurately stated. 

Copyright books — State Department, — Since May 31, 1790, when the 
first copyright act was passed, books and other articles have been accumu- 
lating in the State Department, deposited there in accordance with the 
provisions of the law. They number at present about 10,000 volumes, 
besides maps and charts; ove^ 3,000 pieces of music, and more than 800 
lithographic prints and engravings. 

The average annual increase of books for the lasti ten years has been 
about 40O volumes. These articles are kept in two rooms in the State De- 
partment, each about 18 by 21 feet and 12 feet high. They are arranged 
m close presses, according^ to their subject-matter. There is no complete 
catstlogue. The rooms are open from 9 o'clock a. rti* to 3 p. m. on office 
days. The books are riot lent out. But few persons consult the library — 
probably not more than 50 a year. Charles E. Weaver, librarian. 

The Library of the War Department , l^a^Amg-^on, was organized about 
the year 1832, when Lewis Cass was Secretary of War. It contains 
. about 7,000 or 8,000 volumes, all the government medals, (50 or 60 in 
number,) and is well supplied with maps and charts. A|)0ut $2,000 has • 
for the last ten years been the average annual expenditure for the pur- 
chase of books. The' library occupies a room in the War Department 50 
by 18 feet, handsomely furnished. It is open every day, excepting 
Sunday, from 9 to 3 o^clock. The heads of departments and bureaus, 
officers of the arniy and navy, foreign ministers, and the clerks of the 
War Department, are entitled to the use of the books, ^nd are allowed to 
take them from the library. Charles Lanman, librarian. 

Columbian College Libraries— 6,200 vols. — ^The library of the Colum- 
bian College was founded in 1821. It contains (January, 1850) about 
4,500 volumes, and some maps, charts, and engravings. The yearly 
average increase is about 60 volumes. The collection of a fimd for the 
library has been commenced. The librarian is now preparing a catalogue 
for the press. The library is opened once a week, and kept open several 
hours. Officers, studwits, tmstees, and such other persons as they may 
recommend, may use the books. 

There are two societies of students connected with the college, pos- 
sessing in their libraries about 1,700 volumes. 

Library of the N<wy Department. — ^The Navy Department has no reg- 
ularly organized liWry. There are, however, valuable collections of 
books in the office of the chief clerk, in the Bureau of Ordnance and Hy- 
drography, in the Bureau of Yards and Docks, and in the Bureau of Con- 
stidction. In all ther6 are not less than 3,000 volumes, including Con- 
gressional documents. ■ 

T^e Library of the Patent Office contains about 6,000 volumes. A cata* 
log:ue was printed in 1847, (34 pages 8vo.) The libi^arjr has greatly in- 
creased since that time. It contains a valuable collection of works on 
chMriisrtry, agriculture, technology;! engineering, &C.5 complete series of 
many valuable scientific periodicals; the bdst encyclopedias, English, 
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French, German, &c. It is in a leom in *the Patent OflSce, and under 
the care of a librarian appainted by the Gommissioner of Patents. 

Treasury Department — ^2,000 i?o/s.— Books have, from time to time,, 
been procured by occasional appropriations by Congress, for a library of 
the Treasury Department. Until the present year, however, no such in- 
stitution has been regularly organized. Very recently Mr. John Taliaferro,^ 
of Virginia, has been appointed librarian ; a room in the Treasury build- 
ing, 60 feet by 20, has been appropriated and fitted up for the collection f. 
and measures have been taken for establishing a library upon a perrna- 
nent foundation, and procuring for it books important to the officers of the 
department, for whose use the library is principally designed. 

The Library of the Engineer Department contains about 1,700 vol- 
umes, including Congressional documents, of which the sets are nearly 
complete since 1805, many manuscript official reports, and a large num- 
ber of maps and charts relating to the defences of the country. The yearly 
average increase is about 50 volumes. Books are purchased but of the 
contingent fund of the department, annually granted by Congress. The 
library is in the office of the Chiei Engineer, Winder's building, and is 
open every day from 9 to 3 o'clock. Books are lent to the officers of the 
department, the clerks, and to other persons by courtesy. The assistant 
to the Chief Engineer is ex officio librarian. The present officer is Cap- 
tain Frederick A. Smith, United S:ates engineers. 

Washingtofi Library — 5,0U0 vols. — The ^^ Directors of the Washington 
Library Company'' were incorporated by act of Congress, approved April 
18, 1814. The library coritains about 5,000 volumes, and increases at the 
rate of about 50 volumes per annum. The price of a share is $12, sub- 
ject to an annual assessment of $3. The library is open daily from 3^ 
o'clock till 6 p. lu. A catalogue was printed in 1836, containing 75 pages 
12mo. . 

The Library of the Smithsonian Institution — 6,000 vols'. — The Smithso- 
nian Institution was established by act of Congress, lOlh August, 1846, 
upon a fund bequeathed by James Smithson, esq., of England. The act 
of Congress provides that the Board of Regents, to whom is intrusted the 
management of the institution, shall make an annual appropriation, not 
exceeding $25,000 a year, for the collection of a library. By a resolution 
of the Regents the whole income of the institution is to be perpetually di- 
vided into two equal parts; one half to be devoted to the publication of 
memoirs, reports, &c., the instituting of researches, and the support of 
lectures, &c.; the other part to collections in science, literature and art. 
Common expenses are to be divided equally between the two departments. 
As the museum and cabinet \^ill require but small annual appropriations^, 
the greater part of the half of the income devoted to collections will be ex- 
pended for a library. From this provision, and from gifts, exchanges,- 
and bequests, we may jusdy hope to see, ere long, upon this foundation 
a library worthy of the United States of America — one which shall release 
us from a provinTcial'dependance in literary matters upon the libraries of 
Europe. As a fbll account of the collection at present belonging to the 
institution will be found in the, librarian's report (to which this is an ap- 
pendix,) it is unnecessary to give further details in this place. The library 
is open daily, during business hours. The books are accessible to all who 
wish to use them in the room. The use of the libra,ry is already consid- 
erable. The number of visitors is very great. C. C. Jewett, librarian. 
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7%6 NoLtional Institute 'for the Prdmotioti of Science was' founded' at 
Washington in May, 1840, and incorporated by act of Congress, approved 
27th July, 1842- The library contains 3,173 volumes and pamphlets. It 
'has thre^ manuscripts, viz: two Arabic, and one illuminated Latin. There 
are, also, considerable collections of maps, charts, and engrayings. In the 
trAAnel are many medals, coins, <fcc. The library has been received en- 
tirely by donation and exchange. It is of course quite miscellaneous; 
but it contains many valuable scientific and historical works, and transac- 
tions of learned societies. Many useful and costly books have been ob- 
tained for the institute by Mr. Alexandre Vattemare, the well known ad- 
vocate of the system of international exchanges. The library occupies, 
temporarily, a room, 22 feet square, in the Patent Office of the United 
States. There is no printed catalogue, but one in manuscript. The li- 
brary is always opened when calls are made especially for books; but 
there are no stated times for opening it. No rules ha\re been adopted re- 
specting the use of the library. Members of the institute are entitled to 
yisit the library, and there consult books as they wish; but they cannot 
take them away. Dr. James H. Causten, jr., librarian. 

Jefferson Apprentices^ Library — 2,000 vols. 

Library of thh Observatory — SOOvofe. — The observatory (depot of charts 
and instruments) was established in 1842, under the Navy Department. 
Its Ubrary is composed mostly of mathematical works. 

VIRGINIA. 

BERRYVILLE. 

The Academy Library — I ^000 vols. — The president and trustees of this 
institution, in their report to the president of the literary fund, in 1835, state: 
"About 25 years since a lot of ground, containing about two acres, was 
procured in the town of Berryville, and a building erecied thereon by pri- 
vate contribution., at an expense of about $3,000, which has since been 
constantly occupied as an English and classical academy. A few years 
since further subscripfions were entered into for the gradual purchase of a 
library of about 1,000 volumes, to be attached to the academy; which 
library is also in successful operation, and promises to be extensively use- 
ful, both to the students of the academy and to the residents in its imme- 
diate neighborhood." 

BETHANY.' 

• _ 

College Libraries — 2,280 vols. — The library oif Bethany College was 
founded in 1840, and contains 1,224 volumes; 12 maps and charts, and 
21 engravings. One-hailf of the matriculation fees received from students 
is devoted to the library. The fund consequently fluctuates with the 
number of new students each successive session. . Tl;e library is opened 
one hour each week. All persons connected with, the institution are 
entitled to the use of the library. Books are not lent to other persons. 
There are two literary societies connected with the college. The Neotro- 
phian Society, founded in November, 1841, has a library of 562 volumes. 
The American Literary institute^ founded in December, 1841, has a 
library of 494 volumes. J. D. Pickett, librarian. 
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BOYDTOWN, MECKLENBURG COUNTY. 

lAbrary of Randnlpk Mdcon OoUe^e^ near Boydtoxon — 6,000 vols. — 
This institution was incorporated in 1832. Its library and mineralogteal 
cabinet are valued, in* the report to the president of the Uterary fund, in 
1835, at $2,500. The number of volumes in its libraries is stated in the 
American Almanac, for 1850, at 6,000. 

BRUNSWICK COUNT V. \ 

'-• 
Ebenezer Academy^ incorporated in 1795, reports to the president of 
the Hterary fund, in 1835, "a small library." 

CAROLINE COUNTY. 

Rappdhannock y^cacf-ewy.— Incorporated 1809-'10. The trustees in 
their report to the president of the literary fund, in 1835, say: "Connected 
with the institution is a library, selected, for the most part, by the late 
Colonel John Taylor, who may be regarded as the father of the institu- 
tion', and purchaseij^ with funds obtained by the sale of the organ belong- 
ing to Mount Church. The library contains works on law, medicine, 
theology, history, bi^;raphy, science, geography, political economy, &c., 
<fcc. It is, however, very inadequate to the wants of the academy; but 
such additions are made to it, from time to time, as its feeble means will 
allow." 

CHARLOTTESVILLE. 

Library of the University of Virg^inia — 18,378 vols. — The library was 
founded in 1825, and contains 18,378 volumes, 24 piaps and charts, and 
2,000 engravings. The yearly average increase for* the last ten years has 
been 413 volumes. The yearly average expenditure, prior to 1848, $500; 
for 1848, $1,000. The regular annual appropriation, out of the revenues 
of the university, is $500. The Madison legacy of $1,500 yields $90 
per annum, for the increase of the collection. The library occupies the 
third story and dome of the rotundo— a circtilar brick building, 75 feet in 
diameter, erected in 1825, expressly for a library, for $70,000. The two 
lower stories are used for lecture-rooms, laboratory, museum, <fcc. A 
catalogue was printed in 1828 containing 116 pages 8vo. The library is 
open daily for ati hour and- a half. The rector, visitors, professors, and 
students of the university j^ and no others, are -entitled to the use of the 
library. To these persons hooks are lent out under certain prescribed 
limitations. About 3,000 are taken out annually. About 275 persons, in 
a year, consult the library without taking away books. William Westen- 
baker, librarian. 

*^This library was originally selected and arranged by Mr. Jeflfersto. It 
has since been augmented by several valuable donations, among which 
are the legacy of Mr. Madison, amounting to 587 volumes; that of the 
late Christian Bohn, esq., a generous and enlightened citizen of Rich- 
mond^ amounting to 3,380 volumes; and a donation of 234 works by an 
unknown and benevolent lady, through the Rev. Dr. 'Alexander, of ^ 
Princeton. It contains an unusually large {»oportion of standard literary 
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and scientific works in the principal European langmages, together With a 
, rich and extensive collection oif engravings." [Annual catalogue, 18'l8-'9.] 

EMOKY^ WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

Emory and Henri/ College Libraries-— SfiOl vols. — The college librar7 
was founded in 1839, and contains 2,691 volumes, 51 maps arid charts, 
and 63 coins. The yearly average increase, for the last ten years, has 
been 250 volumes. The average annual expenditure about $75, raised 
by a tax of $1 a year on eacli person using the library. A catalogue (28 
pages 12mo.) was printed in lb46. The library is open one hour and a 
half each week. Any person paying the fee, and conforming to the rules, 
may borrow the books.* E. Longley, librarian. 

There are two societies of students possessing libraries: the Herme- 
sian Society, 2,693 volumes^ and the Calliopean Society, 2,717 volumes. 

. * • FAIRFAX COUNTY. 

The Episcopal Theological Seminary of Virginia — 4,995 vols. — The 

library, founded , contains 4,995 volumes, besides a considerable 

number of unbound periodicals and pamphlets. There is no permanent 
fund for the library. . About $50 a year are appropriated by the trustees 
for the purchase of books. The library -room is about 30 feet by 15. The 
library is opened twice a week. Those connected with the institution, 
and a few gentlemen in the neighborhood, are entitled to the use of the 
books. About 650 books are lent out in a year. There is a small library 
(200 volumes) belonging to the Rhetorical Society. Professor Packard, 
D. D., librarian. 

LEXINGTON. 

Washington College Libraries — 4,997 vols. — The college library was 
founded in the spring of 1776. On October 13, 1774, a resolution was 
passed by the Hanover presbytery, appointing a committee to raise sub- 
scriptions for this purpose. In 1837 the library, though more than 60* 
years old, scarcely contained 700 volujnes, and those were in a very shat- 
tered condition. It had no fund or other means of increase. A small 
fee has, for several years, been imposed upon every matriculate, which is 
devoted to the library, and yields from $125 to $150 per annum. Since 
1837, about 230 volumes of public documents have been received *from 
Congress, and about 420 volumes, "of a solid and substantial character,'^ 
have been added by purchase. The library now contains 1,397 volumes* 
The college laws provide only for its use by students and professors, whe 
can have access any day for consultation, and can take out books on the 
regular days twice a week. Other persons would doubtless be allowed 
the use of the books on applying for permission. 

There are, besides, two literary societies connected with the college^ 
ppssessing libraries of 1,800 volumes each. Rev. P. Calhoun, librarian. 

Virginia Military InstUuie. ^The library, founded in 1841, contains 
2,500 volumes. The average annual increase has been 250 volumes. 
For the last five years, the State legislature has appropriated $500 per an- 
num for the library. This is the only permanedt resource. A roppi. 
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20 by 20 feet, in the public building, is approjJrjiated to the use of the 
library. The library is open half an hour each week. The use of it to 
officers and cadets is gratuitous. About 1,500 volumes a year are lent 
out% Any person of respectability can always procure a book on applica- 
tion. Ool. Francis H. Smith, librarian. 

MADISON COURT-HOUSE. 

Library Association — ^53 vols. — Pounded January 1, 1S42. The library 
contains 353 volumes, 2 manuscripts, 25 maps, 6 charts. It is opened 
once a week, and kept open two hours. A person may become a mem- 
ber by paying $1 per annum. T, J. Humphreys, librarian. 

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY. 



Academy Library— 150 vols. — ^Founded in 1819. The trustees in their 
report ^to the president of the literary fund, in 1835, state: ^' The trustees 
have commenced a library, and have procured about 150 volumes of 
books, a set of ■ ' ^ 

for the want ( 



of globes and surveying instruments, and some maps; and 
; of funds, are unable to proceed flirther in this way.*' 



PAR^ERSBURG. 

Literary Association — 360 voh. — Incorporated January 11, 1844. The 
library was commenced in the autumn of that year, and contains 360 vol- 
umes. About $40 a year are expended for books/ The library is open 
€very week-day during business hours. Persons entitled to the use of 
Che books are: 1. Members of the association, who pay three dollars per 
annum; 2. Subscribers, who pay $2 p^r annum; 3. Apprentices, wards, 
and childrerfof members or subscribers (they being responsible,) at $1 per 
annum. The average annual issue of books is about 225. Non subscri- 
bers may obtain the use of books by depositing their value. S, C. Shaw, 
librarian. 

PRINCE EDWARB COtJNTY. 

Union Theological {Seminary — 4,306 vols. — This institution is under 
the direction of the Presbyterians. It was founded in 1812. The library 
was founded in 1828, and contains 4,306 volumes and some manuscripts. 
The increase is slow; less than 100 volumes a year. Efforts a^-e in pro- 
cess to raise a fund for enlarging the library. The books are kept at 
present in the gallery of the seminary chapel. There is a catalogue, 
printed in 1833, of 107 pages 8vo. The library is open on Tuesdays and 
Fridays, one hour. All persons connected with the seminary and the 
faculty of Hampden Sidney College are entided to the use of the books. 
The collection is a very valuable one, and is often consulted; but books 
are not lent out to others besides those mentioned, except on the personal 
responsibility of the librarian. The Society of Inquiry On Missions has 
200 bound volumes and a multitude of papers and pamphlets. Rev. Sam- 
-^ uel S. Graham, librarian. 

Hampden Sidney College Libraries — 8,000 vols, — This college was 
chartered in 1783. In 1833, the president and trustees, in their report to 
Mis,— 10 
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the president of the literary fiind, say: "The college has a few hool?5^ 
scarcely deserving the name of a library. The two societies have eacli 
a respectable library/' "By the census of 1840, this institution bad 65 
students, and 8,000 volumes in its library." [Howe's Hist. Coll.} 'Thi» 
number probably includes the books in the society libraries. 

PRUNTTTOWN, TAYLOR CQVNTYr 

Rector College lAbrary — 2,000 vols. — This college was chartered by 
the legislature m 1838. It was opened for the reception of students in 1839. 
The library was founded in 1840. It is a **valtiable collection of more 
than 2,000 volumes, containing the Latin and Greek classics, a choice se- 
lection of works of modern authors, English, French, GJerman^ Spanish,. 
&c. In the departments of theology, anatomy, mathematics, history, and 
moral science andlaw, are many standard authors." The whole Sbrary 
was collected in (contributions from a great number of clergymen, officers 
of colleges and seminaries, and individuals in the New England States, 
but mostly in Massachusetts. The room occupied by the library is 25J 
feet square, in the third story of the brick building eriected for the col- 
lege in 1838- '39. The library is open one hour a week. All the officers 
and students are entitled to the use of the library; the latter pay fifty cents 
a year for the privilege. Books are also lent to persons living in the town 
^nd vicinity. Besides (he college library, the principal has a private 
library of 1,000 volumes, acessible to all the students. Charles Wheefery 
principal. . . , 

RICHMOND. 

State lAbrarij of Virginia^^li jOOO vols. — Founded m 1828, and Con- 
tains about 14,000 volumes. There is a permanent fund derived from 
sales of books and maps published by the State, devoted to the increase* 
of this library. It will yield about $2,000 per annum. The library occu- 
pies two rooms in the capitol; the larger 35 feet square, with a gallery 
containing an upper range of shelves; the smaller room is about 30 feet by 
15. Several catalogues have been printed. The last is "A Catalogue of 
the library of the State of Virginia, arranged alphabetically / under dif- 
ferent heads, with the number and size of the volumes of each work speci- 
fied; to which are prefixed the rules and regulations provided for its gov- 
ernment" — 157 pages. 8yo.: Richmond, 1849; it is a handsomely printed 
catalogue, in which the books are arranged under twelve divisions. The 
departments test supplied are those of law, politics, and history. The 
general collection is very good. About 200 volumes have been received 
through M. Tattemare^s system of exchanges. The library is open daily^ 
Sundays and holidays excepted, from 9 a. m. to 3 p. m. Officers of gov- 
ernment, judges of the courts, and members of the legislature are entitled 
to the use of the Ubrary. The customary courtesies are extended to visit- 
ors and to persons engaged in literary or scientific research. A note pay- - 
able to the governor for double the valne of the book, o iset to which it 
belongs, must be given by any person taking a book fiom the library,, 
copdition^ed upon its prompt and safe return. The note is to' contain a 
fm;tberfojfeiture fore vf^ day's detention of the bo()k beyoaditfgjspeQi^d ^ 
time, "W/H. Kichardson^librarian/ar o/^«?,^ . r^ 
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7^6 Virginia Histnrkal and Philosqpbical Sodetif^l ^200 vok, — This 
wciety was Ibrmcd 29th OeGember, 1831, The General Assembly, by 
.^ act of the 10th March, 1834, incorporated the society j find by resolu- 
tion of th« .6th Fel^ruary, 1835> directed to be presented to it a copy of the 
ijarge map of yi]^inia,and such books and papers belonging to the library 
(und as the joint committee on the library may designate, A leading 
object of the society was to collect ?md preserve books atid papers,-both in 
prmt aqd mfuiuscriptj relating to the history of America,fand especially of - 
Virginia; to make its library a repository of everything of the Ji:ihd, as far 
aa, practicable. [See preface to C. Robinson's f^ Voyages to Noj^th Ameriqa, 
i520.tp.l573,^' 8yq.: Richmond;^, 1848. Prep^ired for the society.] 

The. library. of the society now 9ontain$ about 2hi) volurrv^, and about 
fidjxa^nuscripts, relating chiefly to the history of Virginia, and a few 
.wdals^CQips, ?Lnd>rplics. But few purchases have been .made. Tjie ' 
l^rary >^,k^p( in a laige room in the la»w building, in which the meetings 
oifthe society are also held. It is open, for consultation daily at ^11 hou^s. 
JUbmbers of the society can . iiitroduce others. No books are allowed to 
l^^.^en from t|ie roan;. Perhaps 100 different persons consult the col- 
rlecUoa in ^ ye^x*, WilJi^. Maxwell, corresponding secretary atid 
librarian, 
.... The priiVate library of Mr. Maxwell^ lent tp the society and deposited 
>n, their rooms, contains about 1,000 volumes, . , ^ 

Richmond CbUege tA(^rary'--'l^20i\ vols. — This library, founded in 1.843, 
.^cpnums lj200 voli^tiies, a few maps, and about 40 ditigrams for illustrating 
iiJCturai philosophy. The library occupies a rporjii (l^ by 18 feet) in me 
college building. It is opened once a week for half an hour, and fre- 
quently at other times, by request. Students who have the gospel min- 
istry in view, pay nothing; other students pay $1 per annum for the use of 
.|,lve boofcs^. The Mii-Sij«aa-Rho. Society has .60 volumes of boc^s and a 
;,.ipeading-r9pm, with 6 periodicals, accessible by paying 6^ cents pei^ month. 
.Robert Ryland, president. 

The Xdbrmy Association — 1,600 w&.— This assoc^tion published in 
1841 a catalogue qi its iibjfaryjj in 22 pp. 8vo, 

* . ' '' ' ' ' ROMNEY,^ ^ ^ 

LUbrwry^tht LUfranf If^efyh-^} ,OfiO .v^^^^Tbe ^'Literary Society 
of Romney" was founded on the 4th of ^'ebruary, 1819, and incorporated 
by an act of the General Assembly of Virginia, passed January 3, 1823. 
A leading object of its institution was the purchase of a library of valuable 
4B<aadard auth(H)s, by the annual subscripticu of ite m^nxbers — an object 
whida has been since steadily pursued, its present Ijbj^ry of 1,000 vols, 
rfeaving. been, acquired solely, by this. means. By the Ijihexality of the 
legislature (acts of the 6th of January, 1832, and of I5th pf February, 
1844,) th^ S9ciety^ having, theri become v possessed of considerable means, 
procured an act io be pafcsed on the 12th of Pecember, 1846, conferring 
upon it authority ^* to establish at or near the town of Romney a,seminary 
of teaming, for the. instruction of youth in the various branches of sciepce 
.and iiteratiire." tnmedia^iy after flw.passage of this last; act the ^^ Rom- 
ney Classical institute'* was founded under tn^ auspices of the society, 
'^nd is in a very prosperous conditioji. After 1853 the society will have 
r^c©ived;an eftdovu^at of $aO,00()j.au^ P<>i?ses^ a germs^aejit fund of 
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$12;0005 yielding' $720 per anhum; one-half of which is clevoeed to the 
support of the Romney Classical Institute, and the remainder fb the pur- 
poses of the Literary Society-^thepurchai^e of books, philosophical appa- 
ratus, &c. In 1845 a handsome brick building (two stones high; main 
building 54 feet by 40, with a wing forming a convenient residence for 
the principal of the institute) wa? built by the Li teiiary Society, for its 
o\vn lise, arid for an academy. The building and grounds cost about 
$8,000. The upper story of. the main building is devoted to the use of 
the society, and is divided into two rooms-— a hall for meetings, and a 
library. The meetings of the society are held in public, semi-monthly, 
for the discussion of questions literary, moral, <fcc.; arid lectures on v^irious 
subjects are occasionally delivered before it, by its own members or others, 
oh the invitation of the society. By resolutions of the society, the use 
of its hbraty is extended to ministers of the gospel of all dejiominaHohs 
gratis, and to citizens generally on the same terms as those on which it ia 
enjoyed by its own members. A *' catalogue of the members and library" 
was printed atRomney, June 1, 1849: 16 pages 16mo. There are at 

I)resent twenty regular members, who pay ^3 each per annum to the 
ibrary fund^ and eight library members, admitted under certain regula- 
tions of the society, aqd paying the same fees. Persons having the use 
of the library are furnished with keys, and may enter at any time. Cler- 
gymen of the village, or vicinity, and the principal of the institute, are 
the only persons to whom the privileges of the library have been gratu- 
itously extended. The librarian is A. P. White, of Romney. The prin- 
cipal of the institute is E. J. Meany. 

WILLIAMSBUEG. 

WtUiam and Mary CoUe^e Library — 5,000 vols. — ^This college, next 
to Harvard the oldest in ^the country, was founded in 1^92. It is not 
known with certainty when the library was commenced. It now num- 
bers about 6,000 volumes. It is supported by a matriculatipn fee, or tax, 
of $5 a year from each student, amounting to about $400 a year. The 
library is opened one hour a wpek. There is no printed catalogue. Pro- 
fessor M. i. Smead, librarian.- 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

CHAPEL HILL. ' 

Libraries of the University of North Carolina — I1,84T vols. — The Uni- 
versity of North Carolina was incorporated December 11, 1789. The 
business of education was commenced early in the year 1795. At that 
time the library was begun. (See History of the University of North 
Carolina, American (Quarterly Register, November, 1842.) It now con- 
tains 343 folios, 357 quartos, 2,536 octavos, sAd 265 duodecimos; in all, 
3,501 volumes, besides a collection of manuscripts, principaHy relating to 
the history of North Carolina. The shelves of the room occupied as a 
library have been for some time more than full; and for this, among other 
reasoniS, little effort has been made to increase the library. A separate 
building is in contemplation, and will probably be erected during the en- 
suing year; and, when this is completed, it is expected that systematic 
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anangements will be made for the increase of -the library. The Ubx»ry 
is open five times a week, an hour at a time. The fiiculty and the, stu- 
dents use the library without fees. Ashbel GL Brown, A. M., librarian. 
There are two literary societies conpecrted with the college which have . 
valuable libraries. The Dialectic Society has 26 folios, 93 quartos, 2,4T8 
octavos, and 1,938 duodecimos; in all, 4,535 volumes. A catalogue was 
printed in 1821, (21 pp. 12mo.,) containing 1,673 volumes; another in 
1835, (26 pp. 8vo.,) containing 3,060 volumes. The Philanthropic Society . 
h^ 26 folios, 167 quartos, 3,314 octavos, 804 duodecimos, et inf.; in all, 
4^311 volumes. A; catalogue was published in 1822, (18 pp. 8vo.,) con- 
taining 1,473 volumes. These libraries are in buildings apparently con- 
nected with the wings of the other college buildings; separated, however, 
by a wall and copings of some four feet high. They were erected in . 
1847, of^brick^ at an expense of $10,000. The rooms are fitted up with 
alcoves 8 .bv 8 feet on each side. The cen(i;al aisle is 20 feet wide; the 
length of the room 37 feet. All residents on the Hill who seem to be 
woper persons to have books, are allowed to use them without chargp. 
The libraries are opened twice a week for an hour. The books in both 
are well selected^ and in, fine condition: they are much used. 

MECKLENBURG COUNTY. 

Damdson OoUege Libraries — 1,200 vols. 

BALEIGH. 

State Library— 3,(m vols. 

SALElf. 

The Fayette Academy possesses a library, founded ii^ 1804, contaixxiAff 
about 1,500 volumes. The library is for the use of the tpachers and 
pupils of the academy, which is an unincorporated institution of the Mo- 
ravian Church. E. A. de Schweinitz, principal. 

VALLE CRUCIS, WATAUGA COUNTY. 

. AfissUm School Library— 1,500 volsJ 

WAKE FOREST. 

Wake Fbrest College Libraries — 4,700 vols. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

CHARLESTON. 

The Lihrdry Society— 20,000 vols.^The library was founded in 1748. 
' On the 16th of January, 1778, it wjaa nearly destroyed by fire; only ISg- 
volumes of 5^00© or 6,0!lX) being saved- It now contains 20,000 volumes.- 
Its average annual increase for the last ten years has been 180 volumes, be- 
sides pamphlets. Average annual expenditure for the $ame period, ^bout 
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$1 ,000 • , 'I^e riicom^ ofM ihi^ifirtSbn 1^" Adkv^Bdfforii^ SirdM mm- 
iri^ht upon tfce n^embiert of $liO fea'cH; from rents 6f 'rbdaas ani btfiMmgs: 
belonjging to the society, and frotti admi«sidh fees of new miBiiberi, ^2j$- 
each. It of courise varies with tlie tise or fall cif hnt, ^nd;the nlimWer 
of ndw t!netnber;5 admitted. It is "at present about \$2,S0&. A bride 
building, erected and long 6ccupied by th6 Bank 6f Soulh CWbliiia, 
wa^s purchased abbtit tdn y^ars agb by the. socfety,atid' tfce dpWr stdfy, 
•consisting of. one ro6n!r 40, feet by 3f5, i^U ^ti^-b btheni, eaoh 20 fi^et; 
square, was fitted up at an expense of ^2f,duO' for tRe iibraty. ITie tootfofi 
oh the first ^tory are rented aa offices. A tKree-itofy brick feuMirig be- 
longing to the estate is ri^nt^d sts a dweflihg-houite, 

^'A catalogue of the bookd belonging to the Chatleston- Library Society^ 
published by order of the soteiety,''' containing S7S p%e$ bjro., vr^' 
printed ait Chai-lestdd iH I82f6'. This is a cla&sed caitafo^id, whh'^in Alpha- 
Wbal index of anthots attid the titles 6f aryoilymbui tP:orks. Tpe preface ' 
cbtitain^ a niiptite history bf the sbci^t^^ ^fth.s6mfe ^icfellerit'reinkrks on 
tlik arrangement and ciataloguihg of a libraiy. . . V / • 

Tolume two of the cataldgue,. containing books mrcha^ied sihce 1826^ 
in 144 pp. 8r6., wte prih'f^rd at GhaHeston iii 1845. This vduine ii 
classified, but the classification is diflFerent from that of the first volume. 
It has no index. 

"A list of books obtained by the Charleston Library Society since the 
publication of the second volunie of the catalogue of bbOK^, being the 
first supplement to the same, prepared by the librarian, and printed by 
order of the society," was published in IotIT, at Charleston. It is alpha- 
betlcal, and contains 23 pages 8vo. Severs^ catalogues w^r^ printed 
before the destruction of the first library: in 1T90, in 1802, Ih l«©b, iito- 
other in 1811, when the library contained 7,000 volumes. Some supple- 
mentary pages were printed in 1816 ahd 1818. 

The library is opeii every day, Sundays and holidays excepted, from 
ro oMock a. m. to 3 o'elock p. rti. About 5,000 voltithes arfe leih ^ut 
a*jnuallyto m^mbdr^ of the society ot to their orders. • Thd book 6dm- 
miltee itoay extend the priVileger^ of thte library -ocdasionfeilly tb Others* 
William Logan, secretary and libmrfiin. ' / . .. 

The following interesting sketch of the history of this important insti- 
tution is taken fromthe prefecfe tb Ihe-teatttlogti^ of 1826: ^ 

"The Charleston Library Society owes its origin to seventeen young 
gentlemen, who, in the year 1748, ftsscK;iated^fetth6 purpose 'df-Wiski^ a 
small fund to ^collect such new pamphlets' and magazines as should 
occasionally be pu Wished in Great Britain. They advanced and remitted 
4o London ten pounds sterling as a fund to purchase such pamphlets as 
had appeared during the current year> atsting at firSttind^ra mere ^rbal 
agreement and without a name. Before the close of the year their views 
became more extensive; and on the ^tjfi DecemTbei", irules lor the oiganiza- 
don of the society were ratified and signed, when they assumed the name 
of a Library Society ^ and made armng^meiils for the acquisition of books 
as well as of pamphlets. 

^^Ofiicers weie first felected on thfr Ist of April> 1749, and a "few nliembfers 
w:eie added during the spring and summer of that year. But as soon 8E» 
the benefits of such an association were distinctly understood,*the society 
became popular, and before the close of the year 1T50 numbered mox€l 
than 160 members. 
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^^Efforts were made al an early period to obtaip an act of ii;icorporation. 
In the spring of 1751, through the influence Of sonie.of it's memfbers, ^ 
bill for incorj)orating the society "\xras passed through both houses of As- 
sembly, but was defeated by the governor, who refused his assent ahd 
signature, fn the spring of 176§ another bill was passed through the 
ierisiature, which shared the same fate; aijid in 1753 the agjBUt of the 
colony in London was requested to make every exertion in his power to ' 
obtain from the Privy Council in Great Britain a charter for the society, 
or instructions to the governor to ratify the act whi<5h both houses of the* 
Colonial Assembly had passed. Upon an fej^licaUoii tQ the Board of 
Tirade by the agent, and sonpie gentlemen Who interested themselves ili ' 
behalf of the society, they were informed that the measure was not coti- 
jsidered as contrary to his Majesty's instructions, but that it was unprece- 
dented to ratify in England a bill to which the governor of a provjuape 
had refused his assent. 

"It is difficult now to ascertain the causes which created these obstruc- 
tions to the incorporation of a literary society. But the effect was injurious, 
and had nearly produced a dissolution of the association. The members 
finally resolved to place their funds at interest, and make no further pur- , 
chases until a charter could be obtained. A third bill, however, was passed ' 
in 1754, to which Governor Glen finally gave his assent, and on the 24th 
June, 1755, it was confirmed by the Crown. 

"From this time the progress of the society was rapid and satisfactory. 
The members continued to invest a portion of their income in bonds, and 
soon began to embrace in theif views the establishpfient of an institution * 
for education in connexion with their library. 

"Such was the increase of their funds, that in January, 1775, the 
amount in bonds was J^l 8,000, and between two and three thousand 
pounds were added to this sum between this period and the 1st of January, ' 
1778. ■ . ,^ 

"The lilbrary of the society, at the same time, was receiving regular ad- ^ 
diiions from annual purchases and the donations of individuals, which 
were then frequent. Great attention appears, from the minutes of the 
society, to have been paid at this period to classical literature, and many 
discussions took place as to the portion of the funds% which should be 
annually applied to this department of literature. The collection of fcl;as- 
sical authors and of commentators on the classics was not only respecta- 
ble from its number, but valu^able for the selection; for some excellent 
scholars then superintended this portion of its labors. 

"It was in all probability this steady adherence of the society to the* 
future establishment of an academy or college, (for the professors indicated 
in the report of the committee were adapted to a cojlegiate course of 
studies,) and .the complexion of the library, that induced Mr. John 
M'Kenzie, a lawyer of eminence in Charleston, who died in the summer 
of 1771, to bequeath a valuable library to the society for the use of a 
college when erected in this province. These books were received, dis- 
tinctly marked, and always kept apart from the books of the society. 

*'The commencement of our revolutionary struggle susperided all 
schemes of improvement. It soon became difficult for the society to col- 
lect its funds — it became more difficult to invest them; a large sum was 
placed in the treasury of the State, and the certificates of this debt were 
for a long time unproductive memorandums. 

" But a heavier calamity awaited the society. The fire of the 15th 
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January, 1778, which destroyed nearly one half of Charleston, broke out 
a little after midnight in the immediate vicinity of the library. From the 
hour, the violence of a north wind which unfortunately blew, and the com- 
bustible materials with which our houses were usually built^ the neigh- 
borhood was enveloped in flames before any effectual assistance cowld be 
rendered. The library, which then contained, according to the state- 
ment of Dr. Ramsay, who was a member at the time, between five and 
si^ thousand volumes, almost totally perished. A melancholy record on 
the journals states that only 185 volumes were saved, and many of these 
were volumes of mutilated sets. 

/' M^Kenzie's library, from some circumstance, probably accidental, 
fared better than that of the society: about two-thirds of the books were 
saved, though many of the sets were broken. 

^« This loss could not at .that time be repaired. The war closed ourcom- 
munication with England, and the British maritime force intercepted our 
mtercourse with Europe. A few books were procured in the city, but 
Charleston itself fell into the possession of the British in the spring oi 1780. 

" From a report made to the society in October, 1786, it appears that 
Fr. J. Fariau, who had been elected librarian in January, 1780, remainied 
in Charleston during the time that this city was occupied by the British 
troops; that he took charge of the library, removing it with him from place 
to place as^circumstances compelled him to change his habitation, and that 
it was owing to his assiduous care that the remnants of these libraries were 
saved from entire destruction. 

" Immediately after the peace the society was reoi^anized,. officers were 
appointed, and its meetings regularly resumed. But its funds were in a 
rumous condition. Its members had been widely scattered by the acci- 
dents of war. Some had perished, many left the country, and those that 
remained could render but little effectual aid to its treasury. The coun- 
try had been rendered desolate. The fortunes of individuals were pros- 
trated, and where the bonds remaining to the society were eventually 
good, it was difficult to collect either the principal or the interest. For 
several years, although some few purchases of books were made, the so- 
ciety seemed to exist rather as a social club than as a literary association. 

" If a catalogue' entered on the books on the 3d November, 1790, is 
faithful — and there seems no reason to doubt its correctness — the library of 
the society then contained only 342 volumes, and M^Kenzie^s books were 
reduced to 403 volumes. The librarian's minutes corroborate this state- 
inent, for they show that, in 1790 and '91, it was uncommon for more 
than three persons to take out books in the course of a month, and in 
some months none were borrowed. 

" At length, m 1790, some debts due the society were put in a train for 
payment, and the indents which had been received for the money de- 
posited at the commencement of the war in the treasury of the State, 
amounting to about $11,000, which, though frequently urged, it had 
wisely declined to sell, were funded and rendered valuable. Jt was then 
ordered that this stock should be soldj that $6,400 should be subscribed 
to the Bank of the United States, and that the remainder, with whatever 
sum should be received from their bonds or notes, should be applied 
to the purchase of books. The resolutions for the establishment of 
an academy were at this time finally repealed. The books which 
were imported in consequence of these orders, and which, from many 
circumstances^ ' were delayed until the close of the year 1792^ may 
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be considered as the foundation of our present collection. From this 
time the increase of the library has been regular though moderate, and 
the early misfortunes of the society will account for its deficiency in an- 
cient literature,' and even in the political writings which preceded our 
revolutionary contest. - In 1808, the books in the Ubrary amounted to 
4,600 volumes j by the catalogue of 1811; to TfiOO^ and the number now 
probably exceeds 12,000. 

"If this library should be found small, it must be remembered that it 
has been formed within a few years, from the very moderate contribution' 
of its members. It has no patron to boast of— no act of public munifi- 
cence to record. If we except a few donations of single volumes or sets 
of books,* and one legacy from Benjamin Smith, in 1770, of about $600, 
( ^^1,000 currency,) we find no memorial of other assistance. 

" Previous to 1766, the library was kept at the houses of the respective 
librarians. 

" Gabriel Manigault, esq., who had been president or vice president of 
the s6ciety for many years, then presented the society with a lease for 
twenty-one years of a convenient building, in or near Kinloch court, 
and prepared it foi' the library at his own expense; and the library was 
removed there ifo the beginning of 1765, and continued until the fire of 
1778. Mr. Carwithen died in the summer. of 1770, and Will. Hort was 
appointed librarian; he resigned in a few months, and Thomas Powell 
was elected on the 4th February, 1771; after holding the office four- 
teen months he resigned, and Samuel Price succeeded in April, 1772; he 
continued in ofiice until the end of 1778, and Fr. J, Parian was elected 
in 1779, and again in 1780, and continued librarian until the summer 
of 1783. After the fire of 1778, tenyiporary accommodations were pro- 
cured for the library. In January, 1780, Will. H. Gibbes, esq., offered 
a part of his oflice; the remnauts of the library, however, appear to have 
been cased up after this time, for, in April, 1783, a committee was ap- 

Sinted ^to inquire for a proper room, that the books may be opened.* 
r. Dan. Cannon loaned the society a room in dueen street for a short 
time; but when Mr. John M'Call was elected librarian on the 1st July, 
1783, he removed the books to his office. In April,, 1784, the intendant 
and- wardens of the city offered the^ society a room in the Exchange, 
whither the books were removed. In October, 1787, the council required 
their room, and the library was placed at the corner of Brodd street and 
the bay. In January, 1788, it was removed to the corner of Tradd street 
and the bay. In January, 1791, it was again removed to the corner of 
Broad and Church streets, and in November, 1792, finally placed in the 
room it now occupies in the upper story of the court-house. 

^* When the court-house was rebuilt by subscription, after having been 
burnt in 1788, the ip[iembers of the Library Society subscribed very 
liberally, and promoted the subscription with their influence, with an tm- 
dersianding that their books would be permitted to occupy some portioti. 

•" It deserves to be noticed that the individual to whom this society has been most frequentty 
and perhaps roost extensively indebted, is an inhabitant of Paris. Passing some time in Caro- 
lina with his father, many years ago, they received from some of its inhabitants thos^ hospitable 
attentions which the citizens of this country ta^e so KPucb pleasure in paying to strangeni,and 
the courtesy has never been forgotten. Scarcely a year for some time past has elapsed without 
our receiving from him some volume or work as a testimonial of his remembrance. I allude to 
Andre Michaux/the younger, the author of the splendid work on tha Foj-est Trees of North 
America." ^ 
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of tl^e bulging— an(]r an tbis arr^gem^pt th^ro I;i^aEKbeei^ hithe):to a liberal . 
acqmescenoe. . 

Apprentices^ Library. — 8,500 i?o&-— The society was incorporated 18th 
December, 182(4> aud, rech?a"ter,ed in JDecember, 1840. . The library was 
fi^r&t epened JHine 1, 1824. It now contains about 8,500 volumes; about 
60 maps and charts, and six portraits of gentlemen distinguished in the 
Revolution; also a philosophical apparatus, worth about 500 dollars, and 
a jpair of globes of threie feet dianweter, and new. The average annual in- 
ci;ease is about 500 volumes. The average annual expenditure for books 
isabowt $150. A brick buil4ing;.wit1i a tin roof was greeted for the in- 
stitutioti in 1840, at a cost of $14,500. It is 78 feet long; 34 feet wide, 
and two st4)ries high, l^he upper story is occupied solely as a lectuie- * 
room. The lower story contains a, library 37 feet by 29, and two reading- 
rooms, each 83 feet by 12. .A cat2Jog;ue (336 pages small 8vo.) was 
printed in 1840. 

The library ifs open, eve^ry day (except Sundays) from 4 o'cbek p. m. 
till 9 in winft5r, apa 10 in summer. Books are lent (o members of the so- 
ciety, thw families, and apprentices, and to other young persons recom- ' 
ntended by menpber3 as beneficiaries. Each member pays one dollar for 
s^mission, wii,d i^o dollars and.fiFty cet^ts per anaum m advance. About 
800 oy 900 bocJcs, and sqts of books, are taken out annually; or, on a 
daily average, about 22 books to about 18 applicants. All strangers are 
welcomed to the use of tfie books at ihe library. Beside? these, eight or . 
ten residents resort to it daily as a reading room'. ^^The old books, 
and those not ofl;ei> consulted ji unless bound with Russia leather, are 
apt to be injured by injects. They may be saved by taking them out 
every week ot two ?ind striking the backs t6gether, also by clippings of 
Russia leather scattered, about qn the shelves." , William Estell, secre- 
tary, treasurer, and librarian. 

The IJbrary of the CoUege of Charleston~2y000 vols. — In the year 
1?785, three collets — one at Charleston; another at Winnsborough, and a 
third at Cambridge — received a common charter from the legislature of 
South Carqlina. In 1791 a separate charter was granted to the College of 
Charleston, This institu^op was reorganized on the 20th of t)ecember, 
1837, at which tim^ an act of the ^egislahire was passed authorizing the 
transfer of all phe college property to the city council of Charleston. The 
city council is bouna to maintain the college. ^ 

The libT^ry was commenced about 40 years ago. In the year 1828, a 
considerably donation of valuable books w;as made . by the 'citizen* of 
Charleston. The library contains at, present about 2,000 volumes. ^^A 
Catalogue of the books in the Library of the Charleston College^" con-' 
taining 36 page» 12mo., was printed at Charleston in 1849. William Pe-' 
ronneau Finley, president of Charleston Collie. 

The Medical Qoflege qfthe State of Sovih Carolina — 2,450 vols. — The 
library of the Medical l^ocitty contains 2,450 volumes. About 120 dol- 
lars are yearly expended for books. The library occupies a room, say 22 
by IS feet, in the Medical College. A catalogue was printed in 1834, and 
another, containing 40 pages 8vo., in 1842. The library is open four 
times a week for two hours, and is freely accessible to members of the 
Medical Society, and all others to whom they may grant permits. About 
850 volumes are annually lent out; and about 250 persons each year con- 
sult the library without taking away books. Dr. S. L. Lockwood, 
librarian. 
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SinHh CardHmt Qdkg§ IJirttt^$^iSyi^vobr.—ln 1B09, there vraa m 
Mt of the iegislatuie to puTobase. books for the ooltege libmiy. The <^l;iec« 
tkDl3i lit'prdsem c«»ntGiinft abonre l7/)00Toiikiiies^ indudingmii unusaaily lar^ 
ptopdtttoii of ^garitl}^ iltustrated "Ororks. its annual increase is about 500 
volume. Th^i« is an aaHual appvopviatiMi bytlihe iegislature of $2^000 
for the Ubrary. A brick building was erected in 1638^ iiw tbe lise<if:th6 
library, at a cost of $22,000. There are two rooms on the sides of the 
passage in the lower story. The tihrary csoom is 100 feet by 40, and is 
modelled after the Congress Library. An architect was sent to Washing- 
ton to dopy the |)lan, A Jcatalogve wa* printed in 1836, of 1 12 pp. 8f ft. , 
prepared by Edward W. Johnston. Another, 151 pp. Svd.^ was^puJuliabed' 
in 1849. It is intended merely for temporary use, whilst a more perfect 
one is in preparation. 

The library is open every day in the week, except Sunday, from 9 
o^lbdt till erne; :' - ■ 

Person mtided to the isse of the books sre the trtiMea^ faculty, aed; 

studenits; etll v^o present $100 worth of bookoy and others who have a 

special {ierncds^on frdm lihe triMtees. Any gendienian eail get aibookby 

using the name of a trustee or professor. F. W. McMaster, librlu^a. * 

Students' societies — 

Clasiosophic Society Library ^ - • - 700 volumes. 

Euphradian Society Library ... 700 " 

' Thfe cbllegelibraory isbniB ©f the bAst Elected in the«6uiitry. The 
leatned aid of Professor Lieber ha^ been bestowed upon it. The collee^. 
tioti is far more valxiable than qiSlny of twice its size. The legislature of: 
94uth Carolina has abundhnt reason to be proud of its- liberality, and sat-i 
i^ed with the manner ih> which it has been seconded by the officers of 
the college. 

Theological Stihmary of the Synod of South Oarolina and Oeorgii*^ 
4^754 '»o/9..-^Thi8 institution was established by the Presbyterians dn 
1828> went into operation, in 1831, was inconpporated in 1832. The library 
wto commenced in 1830> and contains 4,654 volumes. Most of the books 
haye beea pilesetKted Vy. individuals; yet, for the \thole time since lihe» 
library was commenced, the average annual expenditure for books has 
been $243. The library is tetaJxiJaHly jflieed in a lofty room, 25 feet 
by 20, in one of the buildings of the seminary, and is open four or 
five times a week, one hour each. time. There is no printed catalogue. 
The officers and students of the seminary, and, by courtesy, clergy- 
men of the tOT»in^ are allJtJwed the ufe*d of the'bbok^. About 1,'3!D0 
Wumes a yearare lent' out. In answer to the questioin, ^^Have Ihe^ 
booksbeeninjuredatany time by irisects?'* the librarian writes!: "Much. 
injured by a soiiill shiny moth, which eats off the pasted titles of clothr 
bound books, and soxuBtimes 1)y..a blackish worm of the caterpillar: 
kind, the product of a ibrownomllerot modii,. which eats leather bind- 
ing. It ds alsoKfound that> in this climate, except in the driest situa- 
tions, and occasionally ertm in these, leat!her-bouna books suffer pauch 
frem mould-^English leath»r-boitnd books'less than American, and French, 
perhaps less than English. One gentleman amongst us has suffered so, 
mttch from this cause, that be Isvill only have books bound in cloth; and 
these, if the letters are stamped on the back, without being on a title, 
which is pasted, are injured less by mould and insect^^tfeWvWJiQtte-" 
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The "Society of Inquiry," compoeed^Qf students of the seminary, pos- 
sesses about 200 volumes. It maintains also a reading-room, in which 
the principal newspapers and review^ -of this Country are ts^en, astirell as 
the reviews of Great Britain, and one or two German publications. This 
room is accessible at all. hours. There is also under the control of this 
society a museum, containing articles illustrative of the natural history 
and superstitious usages of heathen nations. Rev. George Howe, D. I)., 
librarian of the seminary. 

FAIRFIELD DISTRICT. 

Fkirman T^ioloffical Saminary Library — 1,600 t;o&. — ^This is a Baptist 
institution, established in 1826. 

GREENWOOD, ABBEVILLE DISTRICT.' 

Hodges Institute — 600 vob. — The Sopronean Society of this institution 
pbflsesses about 300 volumes. There is, beades, a reference library of 
306 volumes. The institute was incorporated in 1848. It is the design 
of the trustees to make the institution one of the first order. Issachar 
Howard, librarian. .,...' 

LEXINGTON COURT-HOUSE. 

Theological Seminary of the Bvcmgelical Lutheran Church — 1,660 
vob, — The library, founded in 1833, contains 1,560 volumes, besides 
many pamphlets. The library is kept at presexit in the house where the 
lectures are given, and occupies a room 26 feetlong and 10 feet wide. It 
is hoped that better accommodations will soon be obtained. There is a 
written catalogue, somewhat in arrears. The library is open for taking 
out and returning books every Wednesday from 8 to 12 o'clock* The 
library is intended for the use of the students of the seminary and the 
ministers of the Lutheran church. Others may be admitted to its privi- 
leges on application to die pro&sser of theology, who has the superintend- 
ence of the library — Professor Ernest W. Hazelius, D. D., Librarian. 

GEORGIA- 
ATHENS. 

' Franklin College Libraries^^lO ^267 vob. — ^The present college library 
was commenced m 1831, the former one having beeii destroyed by fire in 
October, 1830. It contains 7,267 volumes, 50 maps and charts, a medal 
struck in commemoration of the victory at Saratoga, 3 gold, 94 silver, and 
349 copper coins, ancient and modem. The yearly average increase fo? 
ihe last ten years has been about 132 volumes. The annual expenditmn 
for books, during the same period, about $600. The ineome of the library 
ifi derived from appropriations by the trustees of the college. In 1835, a 
brick building was erected for the accommodation of the hbrary and rain- 
eralogical cabinet, at a cost of $3,000. It is'50.feet long and 40 feet wide, 
measuring from the outside of the walls. It is two stories high, with two 
K>oms on each floor. The books are arranged according to subjects. A 
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cAtalogiie was puWished about twelve years ago* Another was printed in 
1847, entitled ^* Catalogue of Books in the Library of the University of 
Georgia, by Professor James Jackson, librarian; publisihed by order of the 
board of trustees: Athens, 1847:'* small l2mo., 69 pages. The titles are 
distributed under twenty-eight classes, corresponding with the arrange- 
ment of the books upon the shelves. The library 13 opened four times a 
week— Monday to Thursday, inclusive— and is kept open from half an 
hour to an hour each time. The tnistxjes, faculty, resident and under- 
graduates are allowed the free use of the books. Under-graduates are re- 
quired to return or renew them every two weeks. Literary gentlemen 
and ministers of the gospel in the place are, on the responsibility of the 
faculty, admitted to the privileges of the library. The trustees and faculty 
alone are allowed totake books out of the town. Professor James Jack- 
son, librarian. 

The Libraries of the Franklin Society and of the Phi Gamma Society 
contain 3,000 volumes. 

, AUGUSTA. 

Library of the Medical Oolleffe of Georgia-^yOOO i?o&.— This library, 
founded in 1^833, contains 4,000 volume^. The average yearly increase 
is about 150 volumes. The expenditure for books, $200. The library 
occupies a room in the college building 25 feet by 35, and is opened daily 
during the forenoon. The faculty are allowed the use of the books by 
taving the work taken out charged to the borrower; the students, by de- 
positing $J.O as security for the return of each volume. L. A. Dugas^ 
M. D., librarian. 

The Young Men^s Library — I yS 10 vols: — The Young Men's Library 
Association was founded 27th January, 1848. It expends about $200 a 
year in the purchase of books. The society rents two rooms, each 40 
febt by 20, in a brick building — one for the library, atid the other for a 
reading-room. The library is open daily (Sundays excepted) from 8 to 
10 a. n^.y and from 3 to 10 p. m. Persons become life members by pay- 
ing $50. Regular members pay $4 a year. Members are allowed to in- 
troduce strangers to the use of the library for two weeks. The library at 
pie^nt contains about 1,510 volumes. Thomas Courtney, librarian. 

MACON. 

Wesleyan Female OoUege Library — 360 t»&.— The college was incor- 
porated in November, 1837, and opened for students in January, 1839.; 
The library was commenced with the college, and now (January, 1850) 
contains about 350 volumes, a few valuable ancient coins, a respectable 
cabinet of minerals, and a few antiquities, mostly the &uit of private do- 
nations. The library occupies a room in the college edifice, and is acces- 
sible at all hours of every day. The use of the books is free to the officers 
and pupils of the school. 

MILLEDGEVILLE. 

Oglethorpe University lAbraries^^ fiOO vols, — ^The college library was 
founded with the college^ in 1838. It contains about 2,000 volumes, 
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mostly danatioms, and oeeupies €t large and adry riwn in the ceW^gd edi- 
fice. It is opened twice a week~one hour e^h time, T%e laws allow 
o.f the books being lent, within a mile of Hhe ooltege, 5it the dispretion of 
the president. Persons connected with the college may use them wi thont 
fee. The two literary sooieti^ (the ThaUan and llie Phi Delta) have weAl- 
selected libraries of . I >O0O volumes each. 

OXRORU. 

Emory CoRege — ^2,700. vo&.— The college library., founded in 1839, 
, contains 1,020 volumes, increasing by donations alone. It, occupies a room 
20. feet square in the college building. Theie is np;prinjted catalogi^. 
.The library, is opened four days each week, half an hour at ,a.time. Pro- 
fessors and students are allowed to use the books without Q^arge. , Abajiit 
250 volumes aw taketj ou fe each . year. There, are two societies of studen ts 
"^ having libraries. The Few Society has 723 voliam.es|j tJ^« Phi Gamma 
Society, 960 volumes. Rev. J. M. Bonnell, librarian. 

*PENNF1ELD, 

Mercer University — 4,000 vols, — ^The library was commenced when 
the college was chartered in 1838, and now contains 3,000 folames. The 
] available funds of the college have hitherto been. devoted mainly to the 
^ purchase of apparatus and the erection of buildings, whilst the library has 
remained nearly stationary. It is, however, expefeted sobh to receive 
more attention. There are two other small but annually-increasirug 
libraries connected with the college. -'S. P. Sanfofd, librarian. The 
Baptist Theological Senainaryjs conne.cted with th^ umversityr 

Histtyrical Society Library and Samnmxk Society Lfbrcffy^^7,0QO mis. — * 
The Georgia Historical Society was founded in June, 1889, and incor- 
porated the IM\ of December; of the same yeh^ H has piMished sevwal 

- • vdutaes of Oollections, The l^slature ©^nfided' t^ the care iof the society 
the invaluable documents obtained in Ehglatid by the Rev. Charles jW. 
Howard, at a large ' expense to th€ States 'M These are comprised in 22 
volumes folio. Fifteen are |rom the records of the Board of Trade, six 
from the State Paper office, and one from the King's Library; forming a 
body of historical information full of the most interesting statements, let- 

V teri, and le^rts rdatiftg Wthe celowiaf period of Georgia." 

The Savannah Society Library has b^n lately united with that of the 

* ' Historical Society. They together ' contain about 7,i)00 volumes. — [See 
AccouBt of the Georgia Historical Society, by W. B. Stevens, M. D. 

' American- ftuarteriy Register, May, 1840, p. 844.] ; 

' '. ■ ' \ . . 

^^ This province [Georgia] was scarce thirty years settled before.it had 
three fine libraries in the city of Savannah, the fourth at ^enezer, and a 
fifth 96| miles from the sea, upon the stream of Savannah. In these libra- 
ries could be had books written in the Ghaldaic, Hebrew, Arabic, Siriac, 
Coptic, Malabar, Greek, Latin, Prehch, German, Dutch, and Spanish, 
besides the English, viz: in thirteen Ian gwges." — [DeBrahm's Georgia, 
privately Sprinted by G, W* Jones, ^of , Georgia, in 1849, from an old $S. 
in Harvard University Library.] ^ j 
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ALABAMA. [ 

LA GRANGE. 

' College Library— 3,000 vols. 

MARION. 

Howard -College. — The library, founded in 1842, contains 1 ,500 vols. 
It is opened once a week for half an hour., S. S. Sherman, president. 
This is a literary and theological ir^stitution, and the library is conse- 
quently designed to be literary and theological. 

MOBILE. 

Th^ Franklin Society, founded 17th January, 1835. The library con- 
tains 1,454. volumes, with a few. coin* and maps« Of late years but few 
additions have been made to the library, the attention of the society hav- 
ing been mostly turned to maintaining a reading room. The Franklin 
Society and the societies of Free Masons have erected a brick building 
for their joint accommodation. The room of the Franklin Society is a 
parallelogram, 62 feet by 32. The library and reading-room are open 
daily for the use of members of the society and subscribers to the reading- 
room. The books are used in the room. P. Hamilton, president. 

SPRING HZLL. 

College Library — 4,000 vols. 

TUSCXJMBIA. 

The Literary and Scientific Cluby formed in 1849, meet w.eekly to dis- 
cuss questions and submit essays, some of which have already been pub- 
lished. A fund is accumulating gradually for the purchase of books. 
The secretary is G. M. Whiarton., 

TUSCALOOSA. 

The University of Alabama — ^7,123 vols. — ^The library was founded in 
1831, and contains 4,500 volumes. Theyearly average increase, for the 
last ten years, has been 159 volumes. There is a stated anni|al appro- 
priation of $200 for the library. Within the last five years the trustees 
have made two extra appropriations of $600 each. The library is in the 
" Rotundo," which is occupied, besides, as a chapel, and for public ex- 
hibitions. The library ro©m is a large circular apartment, 85 feet in 
diameter. The whole building cost $75,000. The foundation, to about 
four feet above the surface, is of sandstone; the residue of brick. The 
first printed catalogue — a pamphlet— was published in 1838. The last — a 
volume of 257 pages 8vo.— ^was printed in 1848. 

The library is opened twice a week, and kept open about an hour each 
time. The trustees, faculty, resident graduates, students, and donors to 
the amount of $100 to the library, are entitled to the use of it, and may 
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take out books. About 800 volumes are tent annually. Robert S. Gould, 
librarian. The two studaits' libraries contain 2,6i^3 volumes. 

The first catalogue of the library was prepared by Mr. Richard Furman. 
It was classified. The second was prepared by Mr. Wilson G. Richard- 
son, M. A., now professor in the university. It is on the plan of the 
catalogue of Brown University Library. This elegant catalogue is highly 
reditabie to the institution, and honorable to the industry, taste, and 
earning of the gentleman who prepared it. A few such publications will 
establish a high standard of . excellence for the catalogues, of even small 
libraries, and will demonstrate their value. '^'A catalogue," says Mr. Van 
der Weyer, ^^is like the eye of a library." Let the eye, therefore, be 
perfect, that the whole body may be full of light. 

FLORIDA. 

PENSACOLA. 

The Naval Hospital. — ^The libfcry of the Naval Hospital was founded 
January 16, 1847, and contains at present 1,337 volumes, besides pam- 
phlets. The library has been raised by voluntary subscriptions of the 
inmates of the hospital, and of benevolent individuals, officers of the 
navy, &c. Mr. Secretary Mason directed $150 to be given from the 
Naval Hospital fund. A considerable numbet of donations have . been 
received. The library room is in the hospital, and measures 27 feet by 
24, and 17 feet high. It is open from morning to evenir^ every day. Any 
inmate of the hospital may take out one book at a time. The library is 
the property of the hospital, and is under the direction of the surgeon in 
charge. The present incumbent is Isaac Hulse, M. D., U. S. Navy. 
The steward of the hospital, Mr. G. L. Brown, is acting librarian. 

ST. AUGUSTINE. ' 

Judicial Library — 2,000 vols, 

TALLAHASSEE. 

. • ^ 

State Library. — The State Library was founded in 1845, and contains 
2,000 volumes. The use of the library in the room is free to all persons. 
The library is under the care of the Secretary of State^ Charles W. 
Downing. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

JACKSON. 

State Library — 5,000 vols. — Pounded by act of legislature, passed 
February 15, 1838, appropriating $3,000 for the purchase of suitable 
books. Previous to 1842 there was an annual appropriation of fl ,000 
for the purchase of books j since then the appropriation has been $600 — -_ 
one fifsh of which is for law books. The library is on the third floor 
of the State capitol. ^'A Catalogue of the Library of the State of Missis- 
rippi, arranged alphabetically, under different heads, with the number, 
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sizey nxA co9( ^f the Volumes of each woik specified, to w^ich spre {xre- 
fixed the rules and regulations provided for its goYernment/' 27 pageft 
Qvo., was printed at Jackson in 1839; the same, with additions^ 34 pages 
Sro.y 1841; same, 1845, 43 pages 8vo.; same, 61 pages 8vo., 1847; 
same, 51 pages 8fo.^ 1849. The price of each book is given in every 
catalogue, and forms 4 novel but interesting feature. The library is 
opened every day during the session of the legislature, Sundays ex- 
cepted, from 9 a. m. to 3 p. m. AH persons are allowed to use the 
library when open, but no one is allowed to take out books but the 
trustees. State treasurer, adjutant general, judges of the United States 
circuit court, and members of the legislature while in session. Persons 
who have filled* the office of ffovernor of the State, chancellor, judge of 
the high court of errors and appeals. United States senator from the 
State, whilst they may be in the city of Jackson, are allowed to borrow 
books. For every book issued, a receipt or note of twice its value, or 
twice the value of the set to which it may belong, must be given, condi- 
tioned on its safe return, and the payment of all forfeitures and penalties 
for detention beyond the time limited by the laws. John W. Patton, 
librarian. 

CLA.IBORNB COUNTY. 

Oakland College — 6,000 t?o&.— The college library, founded in 1831, 
contains 3,589 volumes, 200 maps and charts, 800 engravings, and 200 
medals and coins. In 1841, $3,000 were appropriated for books, but the 
library has been increase^'. principally by donations. An apartment in 
the college chapel, (a brick building,) 26 feet by 22, and 14 feet high, is' 
used for the library. The books are arranged according to donors. The 
library is opened once a week for an hour, and frequently at other times. 
Books are lent to all who apply for them: few, however, are taken out ex- 
cept by the officera and students of tlie college. Professor John Cham- 
berlain, librarian. 

The students' libraries contain 2,411 volumes. 

^ ' . ■ • 

• OXFORD*, LAFAYETTE. COUNTY. 

The University of Mississippi^ near Oxford, went into operation in 
November, 1848. Its library contains about 1,600 volumes. The State 
has made an appropriation of $3,000 a year for books and apparatus. 
The college has an income of $16,000 per year: seven professors and. 
eighty students. 

,4. 

WASHINGTON. 

College Library — l,000i?d&. 

LOUISIANA. •. 

BATON ROUGE. 

Slate Library— 7 fiOQ vols. — ^The State Library wasfijunded tbrMh oP 
March, 1838, and contains about 7>000 volumes, some MSS., maps, en- 
„ giuvings, &c. The library has lately tieen removed to Baton RogM and 
placed in a room in the capitol. A correct description and inveatoiy ofitr.; 
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"trtfl isoon' bd ^efMi. Any^i th^i^'h no pfliitbd cdtsldgu^. l^e atet* 
agjgtftihiial ihci^asi^ iis about ^d Volurtiesf; An ariiluai apprbpriation of 
^,000 is unafd^ byth-e State Icigisliiture fbr the' incr^ai^e of the cbltectiott: 
The libmrjr is ojiJen dkiljr from' 10 a. m. to 3' p. m. Adtrrittan^e iS'free 16 
an persons V but no book it to be taken away ex^ceptby members of thef 
legislature during their sessions. Paul Cair6, HbAirian; 
CMegB^ lAbvari^Sh^l ,000 vblum4^. 

B«IN'<!iI]6feld. 

Jefferson College Inbmries^^G^OOQ viols. 

JACKSON. 

LotHsiitTia Chtteg'e'nVrd[ries—2y^ 

NEW ORLEANS. 

Pt^ft&V &*<>(?; ifimr^— 10,000 !;<)&.— "The PuMic Sbhool Library 
and Lyceum Society of Municipality No. 2" was founded Deceikiber 3, 
1844» The library contains [18501 rO,000 ^frell-selected volumes. It has 
also two books oi paintings, and five books of sketches. It is supported 
by subscriptions, donations, and voluntary control butions of the pupils of 
the public schools, and is fast increasing. An elegant room, 76 feet by 
36, and 20 feet high, has been recently prqvicl^d for the permanent ac- 
commodation of the library, in (he new 2d municipal Hall. The e:sact 
cost of this room is not perhaps known j the cost of the entire building is 
estimated at $300,000. There have been two printed catalogues: the 
first, numbering 29 pages, was published in 1846; the second, 165 pages, 
iti 1848. The library is open daily (Sundays excepted) from 2 to 8 
o'clock p. m. Subscribers pay $5 per annum. Pupils bf the public 
schools may become life members by paying $9. The teachers of the 
public schools are entitled to the privileges of the library without charge. 
The librarian is Samuel H. McConnelL 

TEXAS, 

AUSTIN. 

TVte State Library. — The collection of books usually styled the State 
Library was commenced in 1837, and has been derived from donations. 
It numbers at present 1,001 volumes. The average annual increase is 
about 80 volumes. The books are kept in the building of the State de- 
partment, and axe accessible to the public, without charge, during busi- 
ness hours, every day. About 300 are annually taken out, and perhaps 
300 8r 400 persons annually consult, the collection without borrowing 
books. . The library is in charge of the secretary of state, who is con- " 
sidered es qgkio librarian. 

H^NTSVILLE. 

Austin College^ incorporated in 1850, its in vigorous progress^ and eoi* ~ 
teetiiig a library; 
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INDEPENDENCE. 

Baylor UmversUy IMrm^—3(iO vols. 

ARKAJ^SAS. 

i-ITTLk ROCK. / 

» 

Lyceum Library — 1,000 vols. 

' TENN'ESSEE. 

COLUMBIA. 

Jackson C^UeffB l^brctrie9T-2^S6l^ vols. — The colleg^e library ^y^i^ b^- 
gun in 1834, and cdntairis about 2^,0()0 volumes.^ About 400, volumes 
have been added during the last ten year?. There is a mariuscxipi cata- 
logue. The library is op^ped orice a wee|: for an hpur. Students pay! 
6U cents per session for the use of tHfe b6oks. - Rev. Joseph Sherman,' 
LL. D., librarian. ' * 

Students' librarieis,500 vols. 

The thkale Institute Library— 3^500 i?o&.— Established' February,. 
1839 — contains 3,500 volumes, and the richest colbctiou of engravings in' 
the State. About 350 volumes per year are added to the lihraryi About 
$150 are annually expended for the purchase of books . There is a manu- 
script catalogue. The library is opened one hour each day. Meni biers or 
the institute pay $1 per annum for the use of the books. Books are not 

taken from the institute except by day pupils. P. G. Smith, rector. 

• 

GREENVILLE. 

CoUege Libraries— 3,000 vols. 

JiiCKSON. 

: West Tennessee College was incorporated in 1843, and reorganized in^ 
1849. It has four teachers and ninety- two students. It has biegun to' 
collect a library. 

KNOXVILLE. 

East Tennessee Universiti/ — 4,600 vots.-^The college library, found- 
ed in 1819, contains 2,300 volumes. It is supported by fees for. the use of 
the books, with occasional appropriations from the funds of the universil!^. 
It occupies a room 20 feet square and 14 feet high, in the main building 
of the university, wbich is of brick. The library is open regularly once 
a week, and, on application, at other times. Officers of th^ university 
are allowed to use the books without charge; students pay $1 a year for 
the privilege. About 150 books are lent out in a year; arid about ^40/ 

Eersons consult the library without taking away bodks. There are two 
terary societies connected with the college, (the Chi- Delta andthePhilo- 
mathesian,) which have each about 1,100 volumes, in j»oia^l^i^m|^to 
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the university, connected with the society halls. These libraries hate 
been founded but a few years, are rapidly increasing a«d much used. 
Albert Miller Lea, librarian E, T. University. • 

LEBANON. 

Cumberland University Library — 4,000 vols. — Thfe library, eommenced 
in 1844, the date of the charter of the university, contains some 4,000 
volumes. William Mariner,, librarian. 

MARYVILLE* \ 

CoUege IAbrarieS'-r-3, 700 vols. — This institution was founded in 1821 ^ 
and was called the ^^ Southern and Western Theological Seminary.'^ A 
charter Vas obtained from the Ijegislature in 1842, and the name of the 
institutfon changed to " Mary ville College/' The library, commenced 
in 182):, contains 3,200 bound volumes, and about 500 panipWets. The 
increase has been very slow, not .more than 25 volumes per year. The 
library is in a room 20 feet by 12, in the second* story of a brick building 
belonging to the college. It is <jpened whenever application is made for 
^ books. ^Students of the college, and persons in and near the town, pay 
$1 a year for the use of the books. Clergymen educated at the college, 
and residing within one hundred mileis, are allowed the use of the books 
without charge. The " Beth-Hacma Society" of students has 125 vols. 
The " Beth-Hacma-ve Berith" Society has 375 vols. John S. Craig, 
librarian of the college. 

MURFREES&OROUGH. 

Union University Library. -^00 vols. 

NASHVILLE, . , 

State Library — SftOOvols. — The State Library has no legal existence 
""or distinct name, but is merely the depository, under the.care of the secre- 
tary of state, of books and charts which have, been accumulating ever 
since the foundation of the State.' It contains now about 8,060 volumes)' 
mostly reports, public documents, and books presented. There is no ap- 
propriation for its increase. A large and elegant room, 36 feet square and 
about the same in height, in the new capitol, \irill be assigned to the 
library. The library is nowopened daily from morning to evening, (Sun- 
days excepted.) It is accessible to all persons, and books are freely lent 
to all who apply for them. W. B. A. Kamsey, secretary of state: 

^ashviUe University Libraries — ^9,456 vols. — '^ Davidson Academy" 
was incorporated by the General Assembly of North Carolina 29th Decem- 
ber, 1785. Its name, property, and rights were merged in ^'Cumberland 
College," incorporated by the legislature of Tennessee, 11th September, 
1806. The legal style and title of this college was changed to ^^The 
University of Nashville^ ^ by an act of the legislature, 27th November, 
1826. The library was founded in J824, and contains (1849) 3,144 
volumes, and a fewMSS* During the last four years the sum of $1,216 75 
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has been psdd for books. There i$ a catalogue in manuscript, but none 
printed. Professor N. Cross is librarian, . ■ , 

There are two society libraries, namely: the Agatheridan, with 3,576 
volumes, and the Erosophian, with 2,736 volumes; making with the col- 
lege library a total of 9,456 volumes deposited in the college building, and 
which may be consulted or bono wed by any member, of, the university; 
also by others on certain easy cpnditions. The president, Philip 
Lindsley, D.D,^ and Professor Troost, have private libraries, containing. 
7,000 or 8,000 volumes. The three public libraries are said to contain 
^^many rare books in various languages, and very few that are not useful.'* 
' Franklin OollegCy (near Nashville,)— 2,100 vols. — The college hbrary, 
commenced in 1844, contains I,2U0 volumes, and increases about 100 a 
year. The expenditure for books and (Collections in natural history is 
about $800 per annumt The Ubrary is opeded twice a weftk for one hour. 
The members of the faculty have free use bf the library, and the students 
my $2 per annum. Perhaps 1,000 persons visit the library in a year. 
There fire two societies of students, the Euphronian ^nd the Apollonian, ^ 
with libraries containing together about 9U0 volumes, 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, 

Washington College Library— 1 ,000 vols. 

KENTUCKY. 

AUGUSTA* 

College Libraries— 2^500 vols. 

BAROSTOWN. 

Si. Joseph^ s College — 3,000 Ms. The college library was founded 
in 1824, when the college was incorporated by the legislature of Ken^ 
tucky. Before August, 1848, the Ubrary' contained about 6,000 volumes* 
At that time the board of trustees divided the library between this and 
.^several other institutions which they directed, leaving to St. Joseph's Col- 
lege about 500 ^volumes of theological, historical, and literary works^ with 
. a set of congressional documents. A new board of trustees^ at present^ 
controls the affairs of the institution, and they are~ determined to form a 
permanent and valuable library. It already numbers about 2,000 volumes. 
It has also about 400 medals of the 15th^ I6th, 17th, and I8th centuries, 
and about 200 modern coins. The expenditure for books from the gen* 
eral funds of the college is about $250 a year. The principal reliance for 
the increase of the collection is upon donations. The library occupies a 
room 24 feet by 15, and 13 feet high, in the college building. The bfloks 
are arranged according to subjects — each subject having one or more pan- 
els. There is no printed catalogue. The hbrary is opened every day 
twice, to allow the professors opportunity for consultation — three-quarters 
of an hour in the morning and one hour in the afternoon. Books are 
freely lent to persons connected with the cpUege, and, by permission of 
the 'superintendent; to others residing in the immediate v^inity. 

There are two soi^ieties of students possessing useful libraries; the 
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Eurodelphian (or En^\wh) Society hap a cojlectionof ;vorlc8 in.EpflJsli 
literature,' and thVEuc'erophradic (French) Society possesses a library of 
French books. Rev. John Roes, S. J., Hbrarian. 



COVINGTON. 



Library of the IVestem Baptist Theological Institute— !2fi^0 vols,— 
The library was founded in 1845, and contains aWut 2,000 volumes. 
t)ne thousand dollars a-yea'r is hereafter to be appropristt^d from the gen- 
eral funds of the institution for the increase of the collection. The library 
is opened on Tuesday ?^nd Friday of each week from 8 to 9 o'clock 
h. ni. All niembers of the institute and ministers of the gpspdin tlje^qjitjr 
are entitled to the use of the library. Rev. Prof. A!. Dfury, Ijflprsurian. ' 

DANVILLE. ' 

,. I 1 ■ :; -J 

^Centre College-— 5 fi50 vols.—y^e colle^? Hhr^^iy > ^^glJW ,\p J.8S4^ 
^ contains 1,850 volumes 1 The en^lowment of th^ college js'ne^i'ply com- 
pleted to $100,000. After It reaches' that point, systematic efforts will !be 
made for raising a large library fund. Tl^ere are two libraries belonging 
, to societies of-students— rfhe IXeinblbgiari (1 ,60(y volumes) and the Cham- 
berlain (1,600 volumes.) John C. Ycmn^, pres^ent Centre C,(>Jle^e. 

FRANKFORT. 

.- J ij ^ r 

State IM^rary^-'QMO vols, — Founded in 1834, and contains about 
8,000-or 9y000 volumes, mostly taW* books and public documents. There 
are not more than 200 volumes of miscellaneous works. In 184p, jthe 
legislature appropriated $3,000 for laV bdotfs for the^coiirts aim the legis- 
lature. The library is kept in a room, 50 feet by 20, in the State-house, 
A catalogue is in preparation atfd wfH s6on be published. The library is 
opened daily during the sessions of the courts and legislatiire. Ofl^cers 
of the State ^^dx^Tftmeiit,meiri^ of ine'legislathre, khd laWyers attehd- 
ing thfe -cburts in F^rsirikfoft, are Allowed t|ie iDse of the' tootts. ^he bdofcs 
fire licit lehtouVtp others. R'.pV10farlanV librarian. ' ' '• = ' > 

GEORGfETOWl^r. • . 

' Georgetotm College Libraries— 7',2B0 vols, — The library was founded 
in r837i' aind botitaihs ^,500 volumes, c^^ many costly works in 

philblogy'aiid thieology, but chitefly' scientific 'arid historifesf^fcoots, a kyf 
ihanustript journals' bf eaWy settlers df it^eiitutky, and 'many m^psjifid 
charts. ' It has feilfeo 64 iiiedyk' And 676 coitife, comprising those of Bdr- 
Tiiah, JSiam, HInddstari, the East Iiidia Company, South America, Dutcih . 
Ea^ Indies, &e. Tne ayei'age anhtial increase is about 500 volnniesl 
The late Additions ot BOO'voliimfe'S have been Obtained by the president 
as doiiatioiis,' as have also alj' the coins, medals, and dther articles, as 
idols, statues, &'c. ' Ther6 is a charge of f 1 per annum oh each student 
for keeping the books in repair. The library is in' a roorn of the maiii 
building of the coltege,' 4S feet by 32J with lofty ceiling. The coins, 
inedats, picture^ &c.; are k^t iii a room devoted to the purpose, on the 
same floor as thS library. The books are arranged on the shelves accord- 
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ing to subjects, under twenty dmsions, A catalogue raisonne was print- 
ed in , containing 76 pages J 2mo. The library is open twice a week, 

^ half an hour each time. AU persons connected with the oolkge ate al- 

V lowed the use of the books; undergraduates are taxed $1 each per annum 

' for the privilege. By permission of the president, books may be taken 

out by citizens. No application has ever been refused. Prof. Danford 

Thomas, librarian. 

Two voluntary societies of students are attached to the college — each 
having a convenient hall and a library. The two libraries contain 780 
volumes. 

The Female Collegiate fysiUute-'-oxgaxiized 1838 — '^ has a select lihwi* 
ry of 600 volumes." , 

I^ARB^OD^BUSG. 

« 

Bacon College. — The college possesses about 1,800 volum^es, aocessibU 
to all persons, but no regularly organized library. 

LE2t*INGTON. 

Tratufplmtm Unk(ersity'-*14^QQ0 voif. The coU^ library, found- 
ed in 1798, contains about 12,-000 volumes, in thwe library rooms in the 
tJ^ree depairtpients of 4jp^e university, under the contsol of the faculties of 
IMTts, law, ^nd medicift'^. Several catalogues hav^e been published, but 
none of recent date. H. B* Basicom, president T. V. , 

Tfee studei3Lts' librfuries contajia 2,0©0 volumfts. 

The LmmtMe Libnzf^'-T^yBQQ vols. — ^was charl^iced as the ^^Mesean* 
tile Library Association." Two yeans ago it was reorganized and re- 
ceived the nam-e of tivd Louisville Library. The library contains 3,60© 
voltuQ^. The stockholders of the Ubrarp areabout to arect, oiU tti6 courti* 
house square, a handsome building $(f stone and brick, 60 feet by 30, to 
cost $6,000, for the joint accommodation of this library, that of the Ken- 
tucky Historical Society, and thakt of the Louisville Law School; which, 
- united, will form about 6,000 volumes. The foom for the Louisville lA- 
brary will, be 6Q feet by 30^ and 25 feet high, fitted up with alcoves and 
galleries. A cajtalpgue.was printed about 10 years ago, and reprinted in 
1848. The library will be open et^ry day and evening tiH 10 o',clock. 
StoQkbolders s^nd subscribers alone luse entitled to tak/e o*it books. WH- 
jj^o^ Johnston, librajie^n. 

Kmfwky HUt^cal Sqckty—lfi^ vtoh, — This society was organized 
March. 1S38, and has a lihmry of 1^500 volumes. [Siee Louisville Li- 
brary.] . ^ /. ^ . 

liOuisville Law School has a libras^ x>f about 1,000 volumeis. {See 
Louisville Library.] 

Medical Department (^ the Umversity of Louisville — 1 ,000 voh. — "The 
library is enlarged from year to year by the purchase, not only of new 
jrnedical works, bfUt of costly books ^p^taiaing to. fhe allied scienoes. 
H^mdsome additions hav^ Ifttely be^n made to it, and other. purch^sM 
will be niad^ in the course of the coming vacailion/^-TT[Aiiua:Ui^ catalogue, 

1849-'60.] . . , ■ : . .1 . 3igitiz(^dbyVJi^^VJglC 
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MAmOHf COUNTT. 

Si. Mwy^s OoUege Library — 5,000 vols. 

PRINCETON, CALDWELL COUNTY. 

Cumberland College (near Piincfton) — 1,210 i;o&.— The college libra- 
ly was founded in 1825- '6. It contains about 1,000 volumes. Ex- 
ertions are now making for its enlargement. A new room,. 30 feet by 18,^ 
has lately been fitted up for its accommodation. There are in connexion 
with the' college two literary societies: the ^<Erodelphian,'^ organized fn 
1842, reorganized in 1847. It has a large hall, 30 feet by 18, weU car- 
peted and furnished, and a library of 160 volumes. Number of rtiember* 
22. The other is the "Amiciti® Societas,'* constituted April 28, 1849, 
with 8 merjibers. It has a large hall well fitted up, and about 150 volumes. 
Richard Beard^ president of Cumberland College. < 

BHELBYVILLB.' 

Shelby College Zriftrarte*— 4,000 vols. — "An extensive theological and 
classical library is attached to the college /whieh will be accessible to such 
students as may choose to enjoy its advantages. The number of volumes 
amounts to about 4,0(K). A reading-room is connected with the library, 
which is furnished with the leading American and, English reviews and 
other periodical publications.'* "Two literary societies exist among ^the 
students: one — chartered in 1848, under the name of Phi-Mu — has scwne 
26 merhbers, a small but well-selected library, and. receives regularly the 
'pricipal reviews, English and American, as soon as published. The other, 
auxiliary to this, is tor the benefit of the younger portion of the students^ 
Both are making strenuous exertions to increase their libraries and other 
means of intellectual improvement. Any aid the public may see. fit td 
afford will be thankfully acknowledged. Convenient rooms will be pro- 
vided, and handsomely fitted up, during the coming session of 184ft-'50, 
in the new building. ' * [College catalogue, 1849.J 

OHIO. 

ATHENS. 

The University of Ohio — 2,750 vols. — ^The college library was fonnded 
in 1804, and contains 1,250 volumes. A catalogue was printed in 
1828, containing 12 pages. The library is opened once a week for £\p 
hour. All connected with the university may use it without charge. 
The institution has lately been reorganisged, after a suspension of thJee 



»fi 



volumes. 



years on account of debt. Professor William J. Hoge, librarian. 
Students' libraries, 1,500 

BLENDON, FRANKXXSf C0XJ1HTT. 



Centred College Library — 550 vols, — The library was commenced in^ 
1843, and contains ^50 volumes. It is open one afternoon in two weeks. 
The feculty and trustees are entitled to use the books without charge . 
The students pay a small fee. J. S. Henderson, librarian. i^Vg^^ 
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^^ ^ CINCINNATI. 

T^^moung Men^s Mercantile Library Association — 10,000 vols. — The 
association was formed in 1835, and incorporated Januaiy 5, 1836. It 
possesses a library of 9,767 volumes, a*few maps, globes, portraits, engra- 
vings, &c.,&c. In July, 1846, at which time the library was removed to 
its present location, it numbered 4,000 volumes. The rate of increase, 
for several years, had been about 700 volumes per year. For th^ last two 
years 2,000 volumes a year have been added, -The annual appropriation 
for books, for the last two years, has been ^,600 dollars a year. Pre- 
viou'^ to that, it had been about $800 per annum. The funds for the 
increase of the library are derived from the annual subscriptions, which 
amo\:^nt to say $5,000, from which current expenses are to be deducted and 
a reading-room sustained. In 1846 a building was erected at the joint 
expense of the Cincinnati College and the Library Association. It cost 
$35,000, of which the Association owns 810,000. The style of the 
edifice is Grecian. Dimetisions— front, 140 feet; depth, 100 feet; height, 
(four stories) 58 feet. The construction is of the most permanent char- 
acter, ©f Dayton limestone, the roof covered with iron. The rooms of 
the Library Association form the entire front of the second story. Library^ 
29 feet by 45;. reading-room, 29 by 45; directors' room, 16 by 14, with 
a room for stowing away newspapers, &c.; and a room now occupied as, 
the Merchants' Exchange, 69 feet by 45, intended- hereafter for the library. 
The, <' Catalogue of the Young Men's Library Association in Cincinnati,'^ 
printed at Cincinnati in 1846, contains 145 pages 8vo. The ^^Supple- 
naentary Catalogue," <fcc., wa« printed in 1848, and paged continuously 
with the catalogue, the two forming 260 pages 8vo. The catalogue ia 
alphabetical, with a classified index; is very well prepared, and hand- 
somely printed. An earlier catalogue was printed in 1844, 62 pages 8vo, 
ITie library is open daily (Sundays and holidays excepted) from 9/a. fi, 
till 10 p. m. The library is for the use of the members of the associa- 
tion and others, at the discretion of the board of directors. Members pay 
$1 initiation fee, and the further sum of $3 as an annual subscription, 
* About 15,000 books are lent out each year; and about 2,000 books are 
consulted, by about 100 different persons, in a year, without taking them 
away fi-om the library. The present librarian is Thomas Gales Foster. 
Besides the library, this institution maintains an annual course of lectures. 
The printed ahnual reports of th^ board of directors show that the estab- 
lishment is conducted with great energy and intelligence, and that it ia 
eminently igind increasingly useful. 

Lane Semina/ry, at Walnut Hills, near Cincinnati. — This institution 
was incorporated in 1829, and commenced full, operations in 1832. . It is 
under the direction of the Presbyterians. The library, founded in 1837, 
contains 10,000 volumes, 4 ancient manuscripts, and 33 volumes of 
Wgravings. It is intended to appropriate ^500 a year, from the funds of 
the seminary, for the increfse of the library. There is a manuscript cata- 
k)gue. The library is open twice a week, regularly. It is for the free use 
of the faculty and students. Other persons wishing to consult the library 
are always acconunodated by the librarian. Professor C. E. Stowe,' 
UbrarianK 

St. Xavier College Libraries-^ yGOO vols. — ^The library was founded 
in November, 1841^ and contains something over 5,000 volumes. It 
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increases at the Ate of abcfuC .400 volumes a year, ^he colle^diaving 
no endowment, nor any established fund, there is no^rmanenj^M-opii* 
ation for the library, but only such as occasion justifies. The^PRiry is 
in a hall of the college building, 40 feet by 23. There is a manuscript 
catalogue. The library is open daily from 7 to 8 a. m.*, and from 4^ to 
5 p. m.; on Thursdays from 9 to 12. The use of the books is confined 
to those belonging to the college; but by courtesy any literary, or other 
respectal^Je person, may have access upon appHcation. There are two 
?ocfeties of students possessing librarie;s: the Philopedian has 300 well- 
selected bookp; and the Philbermenian, nearly the sanjie number. Rev. 
J. Pe Bleeck, president. • 

The, Ohio Mechanics^ TnsiittUe^^, 265 vols.— The library was founded 
^t)id incorporated in 1829, and contains 3,265 voltimes. The institute 
possesses also a philosophical apparatus, i^aid to, be the best in the State. 
For the last t?n y.^fir^ the finnnal ayerage increase has been about 20Q 
,yalua)es, and the expenditure fox books Al?out $100. /The library is*siip^ 
plied principally by donations .4nd ppc^sional special subscription^. TbQ 
in,$ti4;ute is erecf:iijig, by subscription, fi building on th^e corner of Vin^ 
find 6th streets. It \s of bric^ aaid irop. £sa,i^ated ^xpense, $32,000. 
it will be.fipfth^4 in. 1860. The PMt^i^^ dw^psiou? a^e 90 feet pn Yine 
. §teej^t, 7j5 feejt pi^ 6tii strjeet. jt ha.s four stppqs, att^ and basep9<eat. U 
' ia intended to le?ise abpi»it l;h^ee-fourths of th,e bjuildipg to othei-s. 

A oaitalogue;, 48 page^ l&no., was printed in .1^. The library 13 
open $ix days in the week from sunrise till 10 p'clop^ p. m.; Sundays, 
from 3unrise to ^unaiet. A^e^il^er^ pay $3 per a^mum, ladies ^nd minors 
50 cents per annum, fpr the use oif the book;s. The t^tal nunxbe^of vol-: 
nme^ lent put. frpm Sefptember 1, l^S, ^ Septeflaber 1, 1849, was 5,069. 
Sia^.uel Warner, acting Ubrariso^' 

The tfisforicaf^and PkU^qphical Slociety. of Ohio.-^oxm^e^ February 
11-, .1831. The libi-ary poiit^iq? al;)put 1,000 volun;ieSj aijd about 2,500 
pAgXJs pf iii^tpricql n?iBmv»scrjpts, in fEpg^i^h ^ipd Ffei?cb. All the bo<^.3 
have been procured by dpnatioi^. TJtie library ig op^cyed daily for fip^ut 
Jtipurs^ and accessibly to ?iU who wish to consult it. Perhaps one*hun« 
dred and fifty different p^r^pivs a ye^ avail ttiejp^ejivj^s of its privileges. 
Q. Williams If endaiil 5 libwian. ' . » 

. 7%c if\e^ql College of .OA^o.-T-The .Ufer^iry, fpufld^/1 in 1826, cpntajns 
2,129 yplume§,,50 yolu.nie?.Qf ^pgraviiig^, apd the manuscript tl;ie§es on 
rpe()ic^j s.ubjeQt^ by the gr^^pate^. It occupies two rooms in the college 
edifice. The books are arranged in 9 chapt^ers, yi?: JL, anatomy; 2, 
(^Jiemi^try; 5, surgery^ 4> materia medica; -5, obstetric^s; 6, theory and 
pppjtice of medicine; 7, p^;:iodical$;; 8, mi^cellaftepias- vprkis; 9, engra- 
yings. A catalogue was priqted iii 1832, but tbp library has been coi^- 
^iderably enlarged since t^^t tinie. Th^^Jiibrary is open Mopd^ys, Wodr 
liesdays, and Fridays, frpoi 1 J to 5 o'clock p. m. jt is for the use of th^ 
, t^ustjees, professors and students of thp (Jpllefe. . Alexander Dennigtoa, 
librarian. 

Qrpha^ Asylum. — Poui^d/B^ 1840: ba3 409 yplvmios. Miss Wppd^ 
libr^ariaji. 

Woodtvard College Libraries — 1,400 vofs. 
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CLEVELAND. 

TTie Western Reserve Medical CkfUeffe— 1,000 vols. 

Cleveland University. — A tract of 275 acres of land has been purchased 
for $34,000. It is expected that, after some 50 or 75 acres sha^ have been 
reserved for the college, the remainder will yield a handsome ftind for the 
purposes of the college. It is proposed to erect one large edifice for public 
rooms. The students will lodge in private houses. Active measures are 
in operation to open the institution for students by 1st March, 1850. 
[Letter of A. Mahan, president, in Mew York 7*ribuxie, November -28, 
18$0*.] . . • 

. coLu.JVI^ug• 

State JLiJrary— 12,50p vols. — ^The l^tate Lil^rs^ry. of Oliio was founded 
i^i l$il, and cpntf^i^s (1850) 12,500 volumes. Xt increases at the rate of 
about 5^00 volumes a year. TJie State . publishes its own reports, the 
prpfits of which, aniouhtijig to about $SP0 per annual, , a jr.e?ippropriatea 
to the purcf)ase of books 'for the library., ' The library ip under the contrci 
of commissioners, consisting of the governor, secretary of state, and State 
librarian. The room occupied by the library is 118 feet by 22. , A cata- 
logue is published every three years. The last, printed in 1848, contains 
^ pages .8yo. The library i? open daily, (Sundays e?:ceptQd,) from T 
o'clock a. m. to .6 p. m. ip summer, and ^rom 7 a. m. tiU 9 p. i^. in 
winter. The library is free to membei:s of the legijslfttuxe m^i oflS,cers of 
State, and it m^y \)f^ iised by others by co.n$eat of the library commission- 
ers. The number of voiurn.es lent annually is about 1,800. About 3,^000 
Pfirfons a^pually consult the library. Johi .Greiner, §t5ite libiariaa. 

DJSI^AWABE. 

Ohio Wesleyan University — ^2,780 w&.— The college library was 
founded in .l!845, <^pd co;)tains 2,000 yolames. It is open once a veek 
for an hour. The students. pay ^0 cwts.a term for the use pf the books* 
\ The faculty use them without fee. JProfessot McCabe, librarian. The 
: Letagothian Society of Students, instituted 1845, has a library of 335 vol- 
umes, increasing about 100 vols, each year: It has also abyut 250 miur 
eralogical specimens and cujripus coins. The Chrestoniathian Society, 
institi^ted 184^, ha^ 4^0 ypiumes; annual incfease, 60 yglumes. 

qAlV^IER, 

Ketji/yon CQllege Likrqri^s — 7,550 vols. — The library of .thi$ cojlege i^ 
• polled the Library ojf the Theological 3eriiinary of .the Diocese of Ohio. 
It was founcjied in 1824, and contains about 4?560 volumes. The library 
is kept in the building of the Theological Se^jjnary, and occupies a room 
40 feet long, 18 feet wide, and 12 feet high. A catalogue- was printed in 
1837, containing 76 pages Svo. The library is pp^n one hour each w^ek, 
and is free to the members pf the college and seuiinary' Rev. M. T. C, 
Ikying, librarian. 

The «tude|itjs' libraries contain 3,0Q0 yoluuies. 
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GRANVILLE. 

Chllege Libraries — 3;000 wis. — The library, founded in 1S3S, contains 
1,000 volumes. Open every Saturday for the use of the officers and sta- 
dents* Rev. Silas Bailey, president. 

Students' libraries, 2^000 volumes. 

HILLSBOROUGH. 

The Library and Museum Associatiffn of Oakland Female Seminary. — 
The association is composed of the pupils of the seminary and ladies in 
Hillsborough. It was formed in 1840. The library contains about 400 
volumes, besides a collection of shells and minerals. About 40 volumes 
a year are added to the library. A catalogue (8 pages) was printed in 
January, 1848. Another will be published soon. The library is open 
eveiry school-day, whenever the pupils or others wish to exchange books. 
Pupils pay $1 for membership; other ladies, $2. About 3,000 volumes 
were taken out the last year, which is a greater number than ever before. 
Nancy P. Parker, librarian. 

HVPSON. 

Western Reserve College — 7,634 wfe.— The college library was founded 
in 1826, and contains 4,588 volumes, exclusive of periodicals audi 
pamphlets, unbound, which amount to about 200 volumes. The average 
annual increase for the last ten years has been 133 volumes, mostly 
donations. About $50 a year have been appropriated for books. A 
brick building 62 feet by 42 was erected for chapel and library. The 
library -room is. 40 feet square. A catalogue (18 pp. 12mo.) was pnnted 
in = — '-. The library is open each Saturday afternoon. The faculty use 
the books without charge. The students pay $1 50 per annum. About 
1,000 books are lent out each year. There are two societies of students 
connected with the college poi§!!3essing libraries^ containing together 3,066 
volumes. Professor Henry N. Day, librarian. . , 

MARIETTA. 

Marietta College Libraries — 6,400 vols. — The college library was 
founded in 1835, when the present college charter was obtained. It now 
(1850) contains 4,300 volumes. Its average rate of increase has been of 
late about 120 volumes annually. The library is open for one and a half 
hours every Saturday. The use of the books is free of charge to the 
trustees and faculty: the students pay $1 per year. A subscription has 
lately been opened for $10,000, and is nearly filled up, for the benefit of 
the library. It is proposed to expend about half of this sum immediately 
in the piirchase of books, and to fund the other half. A brick building, 65 
feet by 53, andthree stories high, has just been completed. On the first 
floor are the laboratory, room for philosophical apparatus, and recitation- 
room for the senior class. On the second floor, the library, the cabinet, the 
Hildreth cabinet, and a rhetor7cal;room, used at present as a chapel; In 
the third story are two large rooms for the societies, with recesses for the 
libraries. The whole cost of the building was between $7,000. and 
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$8,000. The library-rponi. is, say 63 by 25 feelt, and 14 feiet high. A 
catalogue of the library (42 pp. 8vo.) was printed in 1840. 

"The college library embraces, in addition lo works of general litera* 
ture, a valuable collection of philological works,, procured in Europe. 

*' It also contains a large collection of text-books, which furnishes, at 
a trifling percentage, nearly all the text-feooks used in the preparatory 
and college courses; and a considerable portion of these are the best Ger- 
man editions of entire works. \ 

" In addition to th^se, there are three libraries belonging to the college 
societies, carefully selected, and placing within the reach of students a 
considefable amount of naeftil reading. 

. " The present number of volumes in the several libraries is as follows: 
College Library^ general'liteTature - - - , - 2,650 

" . " philology -. . . - . 1,000 

" *" next-books- - -' '- : -. 650 

Psi Gamma Society Library - - - - - ^ 850 

Alpha Kappa " ^ , . . . -750 

Society of Inquiry *' - - - . - * 500 

' ^tah ,.-.>; ., \ ', . 6;400" 

Dr. S. P. Hildreth has lately presented his valuable cabinet to the coN 
lege. This cabinet contains '<'more than 4,000 specimens in the various 
departments of natural history, arr^mged in cases and drawers, labelled, 
numbered, and entered in a catalogue under their respective heads." 

The Marietta Library Association — i^WO vols, — This association has 
been in existence many years. A brick building, two stories high, was 
erected by it some twenty years ago for a library and lecture room. A 
thousand dollars have lately been raised for the purchase of books. The 
librarian is Thomas Vinton. , 

There is also at Marietta a library collected from the proceeds of a part 
of the township reservation for religious purposes. It is now under the 
care of the Universalist Church. 

« JVEW ATHENE. 

Franklin College Libraries — :2,000 vols, 

OBERLIN; 

Institute Lihraries^ifiOO vots. — This institution was chartered with 
university privileges ill 1833-'4* It embraces a theplogical, college, 
teachers', ladies', and preparatory department. Ther^ are about 4,0U0 
volumes in the libraries, as stated in the American Almanac for 1850. 

•« OXFORP. 

Miami University Libraries -^6,786 vols, — Miami University was founded 
An 1809. A graftimar gchool was established in 1818. The university 
began its operations in 1824. The library of the university was founded- 
ih 181 2, and contains 3,486 volumes. It increases at the rate of about 
200 volumes a year. Some appropriation is generally ma'le for each year 
to purchase books: for five years previous to August, 1847, it was about 
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$260 a year. Now, it is $150. The university library and the tvrp socie*. 
ty libraries occupy three separate rooms, each 32 feet in length, 18 ftet in 
breadth, and 18 feet high. The university library is open every Satur- 
day morning for half an hour, and generally for two or three hours every 
afternoon. Persons entitled to the use of the books are— the faculty, free;- 
students, who pay fifty cents a sessiorx; also the inhabitants of Oxford, on. 
the same terms as the students. The number of yoluipe^.Ient oiit off the. 
library during the year ending October 1, 1848, is 4^9. . This is perhaps 
about the average. 

There are, in connexion with, the institutioji, two students' libraries: . 
tibe Erodelphian, containing 1,600 volumes, and the Miami Union, con- 
taining 1,800 volumes. James C. Moffat, librarian. ^ * 

• SPRINGFIEIfD. • '' 

WitienbUrff College Liiraries — 5j265 t?dZ^.— ^The library was founded 
May 4, 1846, and contains 1,406 volumes. About 100 dollars per year . 
are expended for books. The library ia opened onc,e a week, and kept. 
oJ)6n'One hour each tirfie. H. K. Geigerj, librarian. 

The Excelsior and Philosophian Societies, composed of students of the 
college, possess valuable libraries.^ The Excelsior library contains /?,064 
volumes and increases about 600. volunies^ per annum. About 150 daltairs 
aire each year expended for books. The Philosophian library Contains 
1,805 volumes and increases about 522 volufties per annqm. About 135 
dollars are annually expended for books. 

Lyceum Library, — The Springfield Lyceum was formed November 19, 
1832, but till 1849 it had but 'few members. Its library numbered but 
s^bout 300 volumes. Lately a new impulse has been given to the institu- 
tion: a reading-room has been opened and supplied with 33 of the best re- 
views and newspapers, and public lectures have been commenced. The 
number of members has increased to 150, paying annually three dollars 
each. The room is open daily. Edward M. Doty, librarian. 

STEUBENVILLE. , -'. , , . ., ' , . 

City Library, — The Steubenville City Libi:ary was founded in 1347, 
and cont^iris 550 volumes. A catalogue is in press. The libraiy is open 
every Saturday evening from 6 to "8 o'clock. Members pay 10 cents a, 
month for the use of the books — others 20 cents. David F. Cobb, libra- 
rian. 

ZANESVILLE. ^ 

AthencBum. Library— 3^580 vols.— The Zanesville Athenagum was in- 
corporated in 1828. The library contains 3,580 volumes, and increases . 
at the rate of about 100 volumes a year. Two catalogues have ^)een 
printed: one, 20pp. 12mo., 1831; the other, 72pp. 8vo., 1843. The library 
18 open daily. The librarian is in attendance Wednesday and Saturday 
evenings. Stockholders pay five dollars per annum: subscribers thjc«. 
dollars. 
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INDIANA, 

BLOOMtNGTON. 

Indiana State University Libraries — 5fi00voh. — ^This iiistitution was 
founded in 1816. In the catalogue fiir 1848 are the following notices of 
ttie libraries connected with the unive»rsity: "The college library is open 
to all of the students on paying a subscription of 50 cents per session. 
Each subscriber is permitted to take out a volume every Saturday. 

*^This library has recently been augmented by a purchase of ^bout 
2,000 dollars worth of books, some of Chem rare and valuable. It em- 
brates a choice collection of Greek, Latin, French, and English classics, 
the best standard works on history, biography, and the sciences, together 
with a selected variety of miscellaneous literature." 

'^There are two literary societies connected with the university — the 
Philbmathean and Athenian Societies. Each has a well selected^ liblary 
of several hundred volumes . " 

In the Law School, a good Jaw library is provided for the use of the 
students. 

The aggregate number of volumes in the libraries may be stated at 
6,©00. A catalogue was printed in 1840, containing 50 pages 8vo., pre- 
pared on the plan proposed by Professor Park in his ^^Pantology." 

Monroe County itdrary— 4,000 vols. . 

CRAWFORDSVILLE. 

Wabash College Libraries — 6,100 t70&.-r-Wabash College waS estab- 
Ifshed in 1833. The library was commenced in 1835, and burnt in 1838. 
It was a choice collection of about 2,000 volumes, exclusive of ihe text- 
book library. A new collection was begun in 1839. It contains 4,300 
volumes. There is a small fund slowly accumulating for the purchase of 
''books. It is proposed soon to erect a new building for the library and' 
other purposes. The library is open oiicea week, and is accessible to all 
i)ersbns connected with the institution. Students pay 26 cents a term fer 
the use of the books. There are two societies of students— the Lyceum 
and the Calliopean. Each has 900 volumes. Professor Caleb Mills, 
librarian. 

EVANSVILLE. 

yianderburg County Library — 2,000 tx)&.— The sum of $1,000 has been 
placed in the hands of th& treasurer, and about an equal siim is due from 
the county, for the purpose of founding a county library. An agent will 
purchase the books in the spring. The librairy will be open to all inhab- 
itants of the county on the payment of $ — per year. John Ingle, jr.^ 
treasurer; J. A. Corbet, secretary. 

FRANKLIN. 

College Libraries — 600 vols. , 
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Tndiatta^Asburt/ University Library --^2,700 vols. « 

/ ■ . • 

SOOTH HANOVER. 

Hatwver College LAbraries^-A, 700 t;o&.— This institution was founded 
in 1829. . In the triennial catalogae for 1849, it is stated: '^ By the liber- 
ality of friends in the East >n4 elsewhere, a very valuable library, and 
an extensive and excellent cabinet of minerals, have .been recently ob-' 
tained." The number of volumes at present (January, 18$0) is 1,700. 
There are two sj;icieties of students possessing libraries -^-th^ Union lit- 
erary Society, 1,500 volumes; Philaletbian Society, 1,500 volumes. . 

INDIANAPOLIS. • , ' . 

* ■ * ' • - ■ • 

The State Library — 7,000 ro&..*^Founded by act of legi3latnre, Feb- 
ruary 11, l625, and contains about 7,000 yolumes, exdusive of duplicMes 

. and surplus, legislative acts and journals. It has ^Iso rnany valuable niaps 
and charts; some curious Mexicaii arrtibr and airm$j a pprtra^it of ^^Beato 
Simon de Gassia," painted in 1751; a painting of the ^' T4ppecauoe 
battleground," 150 square feet; and a small collection of minerals and 
fossils. The average increase is about 250^oiuraes per annum, including 
congressional documents. The average expenditure iei about $200 a 
year. The legislature makes, annually, a specific apph^priation for the 
increase of th^ State library. It is usually $300^ — part of which goejs to 

. pay for Newspapers, periodicals, and binding. TheTibrary opcupies four 
rooms on the first, floor of the State-house — together, 80 Teet long, 24 feet 
wide. The last printed catalogue was published in 1841, and conts(ins 
36 pages 8vo. The library is open daily (Sundays' excepted.) from 9 a. m. 
to 6 p. m., during the sittings of the legislature, the supremie court of 
Indiana, and the district court of the United States — at other times, every 
Saturday from 8 a, m. to 4'p.*m/ Persons entitled to' the u^e of the 
library are: menabers of the legislature, ministers of the gospel, editors of 
newspapersy physicians, engineefe on the public works,- judges of tb« 

• United States and State courts, attorneys of- the supreme court, officers of 
State .benevolent institutiorf^, secretaries and cl'erks of the legislature, and 
"all persons elected to office by the legislature. To Such persons, the v 
books may be lent out for a period not exceeding 30 days- — the* books not 
to be taken from the seat of government^ About 1,600' are taken out an- 
nually. John B. Dillon, librarian. ' . 

LAPORTE . 

Indiana Medical College— the medicaldepartmept of Laporte university. 
The catalogue for 1845-^'6 states: f* During the past winter, a medical and 
scientific library association, connected with the institution^ Was formed. 
Students can have access to the hbrary by complying with necessary reg- 
ulations." • 

LOGANS^ORT. / \ 

7%e JSigourney Library — 3,000 W^, r^ ' ] 
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NORTH BEND; > 

Si. Mxry^s Liimry— 2,000 vols. — The Univefsily of Notre Dame du 
Lac> at North Bend, established 1842, posgesses a library of the above 
name, containing 2,000 volumes. It is kept in a fine room, 21 feet by 
14, in the college-,- and is open daily from 1 to 5 o'clock for the use of the 
professors, students^ and neighbors. About 1,000 books are lent out an- 
nually. E. A. Dussaulx, librarian. 

^ VINC3ENNES, 

JPubRc Library T-IJOO vols. — ^ThB Vincennes library was established 
July 20, 1806, and contains (1850) 1,700 volumes. It is kept in a room, 
15 feet square, in the City Hall. The first catalogue was printed in 1813; 
the next and last in 1838, of 17 pages 8v6. The library is opened once 
« week for three hours. Any individual m^y have the use of the books 
by paying $2 annually. Willis M.' Hitt, librarian. 

COVNTY hlBKASLlBBm 

The State of Indiana provided, in the law laying out the State into 
counties, for the appropriation of a.pi0C«,.of land in each county to the 
•establishment of a public library. The income of the money arising 
from the sale of certain teserved lots was to be appropriated to the pur- 
chase of books. Monroe county has already procured a valuable library 
of 4,000 volumes: it is located at Bloomingtou. Vandenburgh county, 
as already stated, is about to establish one.' Other counties, it is believed, 
have already commenced their collections, but we have not as yet been able 
to procure exact statistics concerning them. In some cases, the attempt 
to establish these libraries has failed, and the bo6Ks collected have been, 
sold at auction. The difiiculty arose from the want of a librarian. No 
salary having been provided foe sueh an officer, the books were neglected, 
and the library finally abandoned. 

Historical S'jciety of the County of Fi^o.— ^Ffom the anniversary leclwre, 
delivered before this society in March, 1844, by Rev. Robea't B. Oaoes^ 
we learn that one principal object of the society is to collect a libraryv 

. . I * . 
ILLINOIS. 

• CHICAGO. 

Mgchattics^ Ltfcrorry— 1,000 ro&.— The Chicago Mechanics'' Institute 
was founded in 1842,* and possesses 1,000 volumes, 40 maps and charts, 
and 600 minerals. It expends for books about ^150 a year. The insti- 
tute has a bequest of real estate, situated in the city, valued at $5,000, as 
a ptermanent fund, but at present unavailable. The library is at present 
kept in a brick building adjoining the Mechanids* Hall. Two catalogues 
havfe*been published — one printed in 1843; the second, (30 pages 12mo.^) 
in 184t, The hbrary is open for consultation every evening, and for the 
delivery of books once a tveek* The library is free to all persons for ;spe- ' 
cial reference. Members of the institute, their families and apprentices* 
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may use it without charge. Other citizens pay $3 per annum,* appren- 
tices, $1. About* 2,000 vohimes a year are lent out. A. D. Taylor, 
librarian. 

GALESBURO. 

Knox Manval ^Lahor College Library — 1,400 vots, — The library was 
founded in 1844, and contains 1,400 volumes, besides 400 text hooks and 
500 volumes belonging to the preparatory department. About $40 a year 
are expended for books. The library is open once every two weeks for an 
hour. College students pay $1 a year for the use of the library. About 
300 volumes a year are lent to the faculty and students. The Adelphi 
Society of Students has a small library, purchased a few months ago for , 
$100. The " Gnothautic Society" has $75 subscribed for the purchase, 
of books. J. S. Kuhn, librarian. 

GODFREY. 

MorUicello Female Seminary ^ 4 miles from Alton, Illinois, founded 
18b8. — " The library consists of more than 1,000 vols. It is accessible 
to all pupils." [See 11th annual catalogue.] 

JACKSONVILLE. 

Illinois College Library — 4,000 vols, — ^The library was founded in 
1830, and contains 4,000 volumes. It is open twice a week, one hour 
each time. Willisfm Coffin, librarian. 

LEBANON. 

McKendree CUege Libraries—l ^825 vols. — ^The college library was 
founded in 1820, and contains 1,200 vohimes. The average increase is 
about 100 volumes a year, mostly donations. A catalogue will soon be 
printed. The library is free to all persons connected with the college. 
About 400 volumes are takenbut annually. The library isopen once a week 
for one hour. The Philosophian Society of Students, founded in 1846, has 
a library of 465 volumes. The Platonian Society, formed 1849, has 160 
volumes. Professor A. W. Cummings, librarian, McKendree College. 

SPRINGFIELD. 

State Library of Illinois — 4,000 vols. — ^This library contains 4,080 vol- 
umes or more, exclusive of duplicates. From the last annual report of the 
librarian, presented to the legislature 9th January, 1849, it appears that the 
sum of $191 29 was expended the preceding year for ipiscellaneous 
books. This sum was the proceeds of the sale of the State laAvs, which 
are by law appropriated to the library. The secretary of •state is ex officio 
librarian J but, in the report referred to, he suggests ^ ^whether this depart- 
ment, consisting of this peculiar description of property, belonging to the 
State, of thousands of dollars in valu^, does not merit the personal sole 
attention of a competent person, selected for the exclusive purpose," (fcc. 
"A catalogue of the books, belonging to the Illinois State Library, pre- 
pared by H. S. Cooley, secretary of state and caroj^to librarian, January, 
1848," was printed at Springfield in 1848, containing 47 pages 8vo. Tlie 
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^a^atlogue is ditidfed into'se^en parts: 1, jimspmdence; 2, miscellaneous 
works; 3, laws and judicial reports of the State; 4, legislative journals and 
reports of the State; 6, laws of the several States; 6, laws, documents, 
ifec>, of the United States^ 7, pamphlets, maps, &c 

The library is required to be open every day, (Sundays excepted,) du- 
ring the session of the legislature, from 8 a. m. till 6 p. m. Books may be 
taketi out by members and officers of the General Assembly during its ses- 
siaii,\ind at any time by the governor, officers of the executive depart- 
ments, justices of the supreme court, and attorney general. The librarian 
•says, at the close of his last report: *'The undersigned would respectfully 
caH the attention of the legislature to the fact that our library probably em- 
braces a less number and a less valuable and useful collection of miscel- 
laneous books than is found in any of the libraries of our sister States, 
which suggests the importance of providing, by law, for a small sum to be 
appropriated yearly, from the public treasury, for the purchase of scientific 
and other works for this department of the library. " , 

ST. -CLAIR COUNTY. 

The German Library of St. Clair county— \ ,821 vols. — We are in- 
debted to Mr. Anthony Schott for the foHowing interesting account of 
the Ubrary founded and sustained by the intelligent and educated German 
settlers in St. Clair county. 

^' About the year 1830 the wave of immigration from Germany reached 
the Mississippi river, and but shortly afterwards it was swelled to an 
unprecedented height by political causes on the old continent. The con- 
sequences and reactions of the French revolution of that year, in and on 
Germany, cauised a great number of persons to despond of any meliora- 
tions in the State afi'airs of Germany, and to seek for an asylum from the 
renewed and increased oppressions in their fatherland. Those who 
wend-ed their way to America were in great numbers from the profession- 
al classes, and mostly men in the prime of their lives, who, with youth- 
ful ardor, had entered into the political arena, and many of whom had 
been more or less implicated in the efforts fruitlessly made to obtain the 
liberty of the press and more liberal constitutions. Upon them the fol- 
lowing book exerted an immense influence: < Duden's Account of a Resi- 
dence in the Western States of North America;* (first. edition: Ebber- 
field, 1829.) It was written in an earnest and philosophical manner, in 
a style, as it were, exfMressly adapted to the well educated classes. To 
that book, it may safely be ascribed, that between 1830 and 1840 so large 
a number of German emigrants settled in the counties of St. Louis, St. 
Charles, Washington, Franklin, in Missouri; and of St. Clair, in Illinois. 
Thus, in 1836 we found some 5,000 to 6,000 volumes of books in the 
possession of new settlers in St. Clair county. III., who lived not very far 
apart and mostly in social intercourse. It was, therefore, practicable to 
provide tor a common centre, in which these books, if not immediately, 
yet in the future, might be collected, instead of being scattered, and lost* 
'The impulse was given by Sparks's Writings of Washington, offered by 
a trading agent and desired by many, but too expensive for any one alone. 
This book was fitly made the corner-stone of a common library, to be 
built up by a very small annual contribution, ($2) by donations, (and 
of course they were very often books discarded from tJi^zsSb^lZPi^Q/sthe 
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donors for their worthlessness to them; though I have had the datisfectfoff 
of seeing many of them used to good purpose, which 1 never liad ex-* 
pected to take down again,) and eventually by legacies. Our small 
means have been since 1840 still more limited, by a deduction of 2(i per 
cent, of the yearly income for a reserved fund, designed to purchase at 
the county seat a building for the library, when our books shall have be« 
come too numerous to be contained in a room of the librarian's farm-houscy 
(not in a log-house built for that purpose, as Dr. Ludewig says in hi» 
article on the libraries of the United States, in Naumann^s Serapeym, Nov 
9, Leipzig, 1846^ where he also errs in giving another library to the Ger- 
mans at Belleville,) and to buy, by free lodgings therein, the services of a 
young professional man as a librarian, when they woold no more be 
rendered gratuitously. 

'^ Under these circumstances, we feel some satisfaction that the German 
Library Society of St. Clair county, Illinois, incorporated by act of our 
legislature in 1839, now contains 885 works, in 1,821 volumes; that there 
are among them some collections of comparative value, (the works of the 
great men of our Revolution;) Congressional documents, due to the favor 
of our senators and representatives; continued files of several German 
and American newspapers and periodicals; publications in reference ta 
the Uberal movements in Germany since 1830; on emigt^tion; on ancient 
German literature; on agriculture; on mathematics, &c-; and that we 
have reason to hope that our library, whenever it will bo proper to transfer 
it to Belleville, will be firmly enough established to pass through the in- 
crease of expenses coincident with the expected increase of means and 
usefulness, which has frequently prostrated similar institutions — e. g., thef 
St. Louis Library, in 1839. 

^^ In the catalo^e, as far as it has been printed, the books are numbered 
according to the time they capie into the possession of the society; but 
we' have an alphabetical catalogue, containing the full titles on detached 
leaves; and thirdly, (not a so-called scientific catalogue, for which our 
library is too small, but) a catahgus ma^eriarvmy where, undeK proper 
heads, all our books treating on the same subject are named*" 

UPPER ALTON, 

Shurtleff College Librart/'^l ^520 vols. — The library contains l,62l> 
books, and 700 pamphlets and magazines. About 60 or 70 books are 
added each year. The library is open one hour each weeki Trustees^ 
the faculty and students of the institution, and silcb literary gentlemen 
in the vicinity as the comnuttee may designate, are entitled to the. use of 
the library. The Alpha ?eta Society of Students, recently established^ 
possesses a small library. Washington Leverett, librarian. 

MISSOURI. 

CAPE GIRARDEAU. 

St. Mary's College Library— 2,mi vols. 
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* COLtTMBIA. 

Missouri Dimerisity Libraries — 1,200 i;d&. — The college library w'as 
founded in 1842, and contains 675 volumes.- One appropriation, whibh 
was of $1,200, has been made for books. It is not yvholly expended. 
The endowment of the university is $100,000, investied in bank stock. 
The library-room, in the university building is 36 feet by 24. It is opkn 
one hour every two weeks. The use of the books is without charge to 
officers and students. The Athenian Society of Students has 200 v61- 
umes; the Udion Literary' Society, 325 volumes. R. S.' Holmes, col- 
lege librarian. 

PAYETTE. 

Howard High School Library — 500 vols. — This flourishing institution 
occupies the building^ designed for Fayette College, which, though char- 
tered, ne^r went into operation. It has a library of 500 volumes, cotn- 
menced in 1849. There is a fund yielding $100 annual income to be 
continued for tha increase of the library till it reaches 2,000 volumes. It 
will probably be continued longer. W. T. Lucky, principal- 

JEFFERSON CITY* 

8tute L'btaryo/ Missmiri — 4,637 w&.— The library was established by 
•law in 1829. In 1831 the sum of $150 a year was appropriated for the 
: |)urchase of books. In 1833 the annual appropriation was raised' to $450. 
On the 15th November, 1837, the library was destroyed by fire, and every- 
thing valuable lost. The library at present contains 4,6a7 volumes, and 
^•32 maps and chiarts. It derives a small income froni the sale of tbe 
■ State reports, laws, <fcc. The library-room is in the State .House. It 
is one half of a circle, 56 feet in diameter, 16 feethigh. During the ses- 
sion of the General Assembly it is kept open from 9 a. m. to 5 p. m. 
<laily. ' Durifig the recess it is opened occasionally, as. the librarian may 
^'^irect. State officers and memblBrs of the legislature may take out books, 
by giving retieipts to the librarian. All other persoris who desire it njay 
-consul! the bboks in the room. The clerk of the supreme court is made, 
by law, es officio librarian. Present officer, William Ei Diinscomb. 

The HUtinical and Philosophical Society of 'Missouri, 300 vols, — 
• From the first number of the "Annals'* of the society, (29 pp. 8vo., l648,) 
we lake th^ following account of the society and its collections: 

^^ In the year 1844 a few individuals made an effort to establish a His- 
torical and Philosophical Society for the State of Missouri, similar to in- 
stitutions successftilly established in other States. On. the I8th of Decem- 
ber, in that year, a meeting was held in the Senate chamber, in the city of 
' Jefferson, at; w-hich measures were taken to organize the society, addresses 
were delivered explaining its object and utility, a constitution adopted 
for its government, fourteen gentlemen enrolled their names as members, 
and a committee was appointed to apply to the Gteneral Assembly for an 
act of incorporation* The Rev. Dr. Goodrich presented to the society a 
volume of ancient travels in America, and a fac-simile engraving of hiero- 
glyphics, found in an Indian mound in Illinois, and these constituted the 
beginning of a library and cabinet which will probably become extensive 
and valuable. The constitution declared the objects of the society to be 
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to collect and preserve all papers, memorials and documents connected 
with the early history of Missouri, and all statistics in any way pertaining 
to the population, mineral, navigable and agricultural resources of the- 
State, and to make publication thereof from time to time. In conformity 
to the request of the society, an act of incorporation was passed and a:p- 
proved by the governor on the 27th day of February, 1845. Since that 
time an act has been passed granting to the society the use of a room in 
the Capitol, well adapted to its purposes. The society is located at the 
city of JeflTerson, but branches or auxiliary, societies may be established 
in any other part of the State. 

^^ The first annual meeting of the society was held on the 20th of Jan- 
uary, 1845, at which officers were chosen for the ensuing year, new mem* 
bers admitted, several distinguished citizens of other States were elected 
as honorary members; the presentation of some books, mineral specimens,, 
and other articles, was announced, and resolutions were passed requesting 
the co-operation of the citizens of the State. 

^< The second annual meeting of the society was held on the 19th of 
January, 1846, at which addresses were delivered, the presenftition of ad- 
ditions to the library, cabinet, and museum, announced, resolutions 
passed, and officers chosen for the succeeding year. 

^^ The third annual meeting occurred on the 19th of January, 1847, at 
which reports of officers were heard, resolutions adopted, officers for the 
year selected, and addresses delivered.* 

<^0n the 17th of January > 1848, the fourth annual meeting of the so- 
ciety was held, at which the reports of the officers were made and ap- 
proved, some appropriate speeches were delivered, and officers for the 
present year selected. 

^'A room has been fitted up for the reception of books, pamphlets, pa- 
pers, manuscripts, curiosities, and other articles, and the foundation for a 
library, cabinet and museum has been laid; and hopes are entertained that 
the liberality and public spirit of the citizens of Missouri wilt cause the 
same td be rapidly increased by many valuable additions. 

*^ All editors and publishers of weekly newspapers and periodicals are 
solicited to present to the society regular files thereof, in order that they may 
be bound in volumes and carefully preserved. The authors of all books,, 
pamphlets, and publications of every kind, are requested to donate a copy of 
the same for the use of the library. The society inviteiS the contribution 
of all old letters and manuscripts, illustrating the history of the discovery 
and early settlement of Missouri and of the western country. Files of all 
newspapers and periodicals that have been heretofore published in the 
State, will be very acceptable. Ancient and curious books and pamphlets 
are desired as additions to the library^ particularly all such as relate to the 
western country. A copy of every book and pamphlet that was ever pub- 
lished in the State is desired; no publication *sbould be considered loo unim- 
portant to enter into such a collection. One object of the society is to 
collect and preserve the fleeting and ephemeral puUicati^^ns that otherwise 
would be buried in oblivion. Citizens throughout the State may make 
many contributions to the society without much trouble or inconvenience^^^ 

PALMYRA. 

Mcisonic College lAbrary — ^2,500 vols. 
Saini Charles College Library -^90 vols^ 
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ST. LOUIS. • ' 

Vhiverstfy Libraries — 13,580 vols. — The fcollege library, founded in 
1829, contains 12,600 volumes, iiicreasing at the rate of 200 volumes a 
year. It occupies a room 40 feet by 20 in the college building; opened 
once a day. All persons conniected with the university are entitled to the 
use of the books. Others are permitted to consult the library at any time. 
There are three libraries belonging to societies of students: The Phila- 
lethian, with 630yolumes; the Orthological, 200 volumes; a|id the Phileu- 
phradic, 250 volumes. . Caspar Girsch, librarian. 

Mercantile Library Association — 4,299 vols, — ^This association was 
founded in 1846. From the fourth report oif the directors (January, 
1850) we gather the following facts: The present number of miembers is 
689. During the year 1849 $1,888 40 were expended for 1,060 volumes; 
and 470 volumes were presented. Prom the origin of the library $4,901 40 
have been expended for books. Those presented, during the same time 
were valued at $1,766. Whole number of volumes in the library, 4,299. 
An alphabetical catalogue, with a classified index, forming about 300 
pages 8vo., is now in press. Use of the books during the year, 4,743 
volumes. 38 periodicals are taken. Of 20 of these the. sets are complete. 
, The librarian is, William P. Curtis. Great pains seem to have been taken 
in the selection of bodks; and all the affairs of the instkutioa appear to be 
conducted with much energy and good judgment. 

Law Library — 1,600 vols. — The Law Library was established in 1840, 
by members oi the bar, and is kept in a room of the court-house. 

MIOHIGANv 

ALBION. 

Wesleyan College Library — 700 »o&.— -The Wesleyan College, founded 
in 184fi, is making arrangements for the gathering of a library. The 
.preparatory department, which has been longer in operati(in, has a library 
of about 700 volumes. C« T. Hinman, president. 

ANN ARBOR. 

Michigan University — 5,000 vols. — Founded in 1837. "The library 
of this institution was purchased a few years since in Europe, and consists 
of between 4,(K)0 and 5,000 volumes of well selected standard works, in 
the various departments of literature and science. There are two literary 
> societies connected with. the college, which hold weekly meetings during 
term time, and possess valuable libraries of select and miscellaneous 
books.'* [Catalogue, I848-'9.] Professor. A bram Seager, librarian, 

DETROIT. 

St. Philips College Z^^iwy— »^000 vols. 

Young Mien^s Society Library-^l ^815 vols. — The Detroit Young Men's 
Society was fornied in .1833.. Its library at present contains 1,815 
volumes. The annual increase has been about 100 volumes; but of.latd; 



Digitized by ^ 



lOogk 



L[120.] ^184 

a new and vigorous impulse has been given to the society. The number 

of paying members is .103, including ipany of the first citizens of the 

place. 'A new brick bmlding has been erected by' the. society, and will 

. be ready for occupation in October^ 1850. . The building is 95 feet by 24- 

' The lo^er story will be rented for stores. The second story contains, 

'Besides two offices, a large hall for lectures, 70 feet by 40. The third 

story is divided into two rooms: one for a library, and the other for, a 

committ^e-robm, &c.. This edifice, when completed^ will have cost abofit 

^JSjOm). Th^ lot on which it is, built (valued at $5,(]0()) was ^iven to the 

society by the landhoaril^of the then district. ^ It is eligibly situated on 

'Jiefferson avenue — the principal qommercial street of the city. It is 

expected that the rent or those mrts of the building, not occupied by the 

society will, in the course of a tew years, pay for the buiWiiig, and yield 

a considerable revenue for the support, and enlargement of the institution. 

^The library, when relieved, will be placed in peifinanent glass casies, and 

'arranged' apqordjng to siibjects.' The rooms, wilLbe 9pen ^t all times of 

•'the day, for membeis of the society, and their friends hot citizens. Mepi- 

[h^^ are elected by the bbard of .managers. They pay $2. each, as initi^i- 

^tion fee, and an'ahjnual a;ssesiy;nent of $2. The, society is not solely > 

library association, but it embraces, also another department— that of lec- 

•'turfes and debates. A catalogue of th^ lijjrary (43 Jfjages 8vo,) was printed 

in 1842. John S. Van Alstyne^ librarian. ' ' 

' ' LAN3ING. 

State Zrtrary— 4,400 vols — The library was founded A. D. 1836, and 

contains 4,400 volumes. Ffoiii 1^'Ei to 1648 there were no additions by 

purchase. In 1848, 395 volumes were purchased for $620, and 226 volumes 

were presented. In 1849, about. 400. wlumes were added to thecollection* 

The library is kept in a room of the capitol. A catalogue was printed 

f April 1, 1846. The Ubwy in opjsa etftry dayficaA 9 a: mi to 12 m., and 

/jfrqm 2^ tp 4 p. mr St^iHi(d^fies$ iand; oi^mbeis* of the Jtegralatuire are leati* 

^t},ed to,tak^Qi](t:th^bQO|ks. Thq.s^retary of state.i&^jD ri^eto/ State libm- 

.rian. A clerk in his Q]$ce.b^^ charge lOf the library >.iuijler«^is diiectian^ 

.JJiQIiROE. 

J^ublic L'brctry — 1,500 vols. 

, SPBING AJIBOR. 

^iitr^il College l^ibrdry-^1^ 

300 TOWNSHIP lLIBRJLlUE8,--43;926 VOLS. 

"The law.bas.fpr several ywra..n^e [it. the tlutyof itie sjipervisor to 
c^ssess a half mill lax upon each dollar of the taxable property of his town- 
^ahip for the purchase of a townsb,ip, lil^^^ry, a portion of which tax may^ 

NWhen certain conditions are coiiiplied with, be applied to the support of 
..^cbools^ 

. "The constitution 9^ the State prpvides'lbat ^he clear proceiieds of all 
l^ne^ assessed in the several counties for any .bteach of t^ie. penal law8> 
'shall be exclusively applied to the support of skid libraries.' ' 

"Although,accordintf to the returns, there are but 300 township libraries 

in the 425 townships 01 the State from which reports have been received * 

* Digitized by VJH^VJVl^^ ^ 
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still, there ii^ a wry gratifyiag.iiv5r^ase in the number of the^e lilwaries, 
. the number of volumes. they con.tain> and the extent of their circulation. 
: There are. thirty more tqwwhip libraries jreported this year than lasty cQn- 

tainingjin. all 43,926 volumes, wMch is. 6,938 more than they contained, 

. according to the reportjs received, for. the year; 1846. These libraries eir- 

.' culate- through 1,349 di^rictSy which ¥hows. an increase of ^68 over any 

•. former year. .CommuuicaitiQns received &om. several counties afford .very 

.gBatifying evidence, of jtheirj.ifliCrei^^ use/ulness." [Mr. Mayhow's le- 
• port, 1647.] ' 

, The amQu*it,pf mill tax: for township libraries in 1847 wa3 $7j368 76. 

The amount of £nes,&c., collected, $807 15. 

^* 74 SCHOOL DISTRICT LIBRARIES— 3,294 VOLS. 

The statutes formeriy provided for these libraries. Now, however, the 
' money fotraeily applied to them is devoted to township libraries. There 
i are, however, still left seventy-<four of these district libraries, with an ag- 
gregate of 3^294 Totumes. 

IOWA. 

|BV]RIimOT0|7. 

^•The ^lowa Historicaland Oeolagical Institute^ was organized Decem- 
ber 18, 1843, but ten years after the departure of the 'red men,' by four 
. citizens of this city,: and. now [D^cenvber, 1849] numbers over thirty 
, members. 'The object of the association cannot be better communicated 
. than by trs^nscribing a portion of tbq preamble of the constitution: <We, 
the undersigned, agree to ^oxganize. an institution, to be located penna- 
nently at Burlington, Iowa, the object of which shall be the establishment 
of a cabinet of curiosities, of a. library, and of a depository of records 
and papers relating to the primitive settlement, early history, and geologi- 
J cal ffeatujjes of Iowa.' . 

'^The- objects of the- association have been steadily kept in view, ai>d 
,,coi;is^nt j;iddition^;axe heing made,to the gfolQgic^.and historical depart- 
,.paen.tSi as .w^ll as to the. library. The geolpgical and. mineralogies 
.specimen^ ampunt to about two thousandratid some of them are exceed- 
'i^gly rare and valuable. The collectioh of historical; papers, records, and 
^facti^ relative to the early settleopeut and bistpry of thisState^bas.dqmanddd 
Jhe spe<?ial atteiition of s^ome of. the .members; and thusi has.inapy f^n 
. iippprtant histprical .feet, tb^t qtherwise, by the death or xemoval ofitbe 
j ar.tors,, would, have been, lost, bei^n collected and preserved, among the 
I archives of the institute." , [Letter from David Rorer, corresponding sec- 
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retary.] 

The college at Davenport, Iowa, is in active operation. It has com- 
menced the formation oi a library. 



IOWA. CITY* 



Stute Library, of JtnM^l.GQQ twt&.-^The State Library was founded in 
1839, and contains about 1,600 volumes. The yearly additions have been 
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very small, derived from an exchange of law books and public documents 
between the States, and donations by Congress, probably not exceeding 
ten volumes a- year. The library-room is in the capitol, and measures 42 
feet by 21, and 14 feet high. A catalogue was printed in 1839, and 
another in 1845, containing 18 pp. 8vo. The library is open every day 
during the sessions of the legislature and the supreme court, from 9 o'clcfck 
a. m. to 9 p. m.; at other times it is open on Wednesday and Saturday 
afternoons. State oflScers, members of the legislature, and members of 
the supreme court bar, are entitled to the use of the books.. Lemuel B. 
Patterson, State librarian. 

This infant State has already made legislative provision for a State uni- 
versity, with several branches; a system of district schools, with normal 
schools, and district libraries. A superintendent has been elected — Mr. 
Thomas H. Benton, jr . He has lately published, in a handsome pamphlet 
of 140 pages, ^' Statutes of the State of Iowa relating to Common Schools, 
including forms, regulations, and instructions, respecting proceedings 
under those Statutes," 8vo: Iowa City, 1849. This contains plans of 
school houses, selections of books for district libraries, &c. 

There Is a Presbyterian CoHege at West Point, Lee county. 

WISCONSIN, 

BELOIT. 

Beloit College lAbraries-^lyOOO vols. — The catalogue of Beloit College 
and Seminary for 1849-'50 states that ^^ the libraries connected with the 
college now amount to over 1,000 volumes, and arrangements are made 
which will insure their progressive increase." 

MADISON. 

State Library— ifiOO vols.— Founded in 1836; containis about 4,000 
volumes, including pamphlets and magazines. The sum of $5,000 was 
appropriated by Uohgress in 1836 for the purchase of books. Since then 
no additions of importance have been made, except the laws and reports 
received from the different States. The library is pliaced in a room of the 
capitol, measuring 18 feet by 42, There has been no printed catalogue, 
but one will be published by January 1, 1850. Books are lent ovt to the 
liiembers ot the legislature, judges of the supreme court, aind the State 
officers, to be returned in six days. About 6,000 persons consult the 
library yearly. It is opened during the sessions of the legislature and 
supreme court, from 9 a. m. to 8 p. nu Privileged persons can always 
have, access to the books. George P. Delaplaine, State librarian. 

University of the tStaie (^ Wisconsiriy at College Hill, near Madison. — 
This institution was incorporated in 1849. 

A State Historical Society has been formed, and has commenced the 
gathering 6f a library. The first annual meeting of the Society was held 
at Madison, January 15, 1860. 

MIL^I^AUKIE. 

The Young Men^s Association of the City of Milwavkie has a library 
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of more than 1 ,000 well-selected volumes. In the reading-room are to be 
fi)und many of the valuable periodicals of the day. The library is open 
for the delivery of books every Wednesday from 2 to 6 o'clock, and Satur- 
day evenings. The reading-room is open every evening. A catalogue of' 
the library (18 pp. 12mo.) was printed in 1848. 

MINNESOTA. 

ST. PAtJL. 

Mmnesota SRstorical Society. — This society was incorporated by the 
legislative assembly of the Territory on the 1 0th of October, 1849. It has 
already issued ^* Annals of the Minnesota Historical Society^*' 8vo., 28 
pages: St. Paul. The officers of the society invite exchanges and con- 
tributions towards the formation of a library. Alexander Ramsey, presi- 
dent. 

Territorial lAbrary — 3,000 vols, — The act of Congress establishing 
the Territory of Minnesota, approved March 3, 1849, contains an appro- 
priation of $5,000 for a library, to be kept at the seat of government, for 
the use of the officers of the Territory, and other persons, under suitable 
regulations. The library (December, 1860) has been organized: 3,000 
volumes of good books (law and miscellaneous) have been purchased, 
and a catalogue (30 pages 8vo.) published. Charles Cavileer, librarian. 

ST. ANTHONY FALL. 

The St. Anthony Library Association was incorporated November 1, 
1849. During the winter of 1849^ a series of lectures was delivered be- 
fore the association. Just after the incorporation of the society, a purchase 
of books was made, as a nucleus of the proposed library. There are 
now, perhaps, 206 volumes upon the shelves. 

CALIFORNIA. 

MONTEREY. 

^^A good beginning for a public library has been made by the formation 
of the Monterey Library Association, and a subscription of $1,400. The 
plan meets with decided public favor, and an order has been forwarded to 
New York for books."— iVet/? York Observer , May 18, 1860. 

TERRITORIES OF OREGON, NEW MEXICO, UTAH. 

The acts of Congress establishing these Territories contain appropria- 
tions of $5,000 to each for the purchase of Territorial libraries. The 
library of Oregon has already (January, 1851) been purchased. Dr. Bern- 
hisel, an energetic and intelligent agent, has been appointed to collect the 
library for Utah, and has made good progress in the work. 

MILITARY LIBRARIES. 

We are indebted to a distinguished officer for the following account of 
the military libraries connected with the United States army: 

Digitized by V3^/i^/V IV^ 
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^^ Under authority of the KSteneral Regulations for the Army,' libraries, 

icoiisistiag ofiiewspapers, pamphlets, and bound books, are formed at 

most^ if not all, the military posts occupied by our army. The fund for 

the purchase of these is -Accumulated by savings in the^ bake-houses on 

soldiers' breadj and taxes on the sutlers of the posts. 

^^The number of volumes is generally but a few hundred, and not 
more than a thousand, probably, at any one of the largest posts; and the 
number is constantly varying, by the wear and tear of the books in the 
hands of soldiers, and by the interruptions occasioned very frequently of 
late by the renjoval of the troops or division of the companies comprising 
the garrison ,.as> in all such cases> the detached troops are entitled to take 
with them their proportionate shares of the library. 

" The formation of these lilMraries, and the instituting of schools for in- 
struction of soldiers aild chjldrem at the military posts, have had a veiry 
beneficial effect, in the education of thosewho, without these advantages, 
would never be able to read, and indaeing anapfdieatioti of time to books 
which otherwise would be spent in idleness and indulgence in evil 
habits." ♦ 
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CLASSIFICATION. 



In the following Table are exhibited, in seven classes, the number of libraries in each Sratr, 
with the number of volumes which they contain— gathered from the foregoing notices. These 
several classes of libraries may be characterized, in general terms, as follows : 

1. State libraries, including those of the general government and of the executive departments, 
and those of the State courts. Almost all the States in the Union have organized State librarieii . 
Those whtc^ have not, possess collections of books which will ere long serve as the foundationM 
of such Libraries. These libraries are composed, to a great extent, of public documents of tbe 
general and State governments, with works on statistics, political economy, history, &c. Some 
of them, as the Library of Congress, the New York State. Library, &c., take a much wider 
range, and are extremely valuable collections for general reference. 

2. Sooa/iifrrories,- including anthennuras, lyceums, young men^s associations, mechanics* 
institutions, mercantile libraries, dbc. — ^These libraries are generally composed of popular workn 
ibr reading rather than for reference. But among them are many of the best collections in the 
country. We think, that any one, looking over the catalogues of these libraries, would be 
surprised and gratified to find them generally so well selected. 

In some States, almost every town has, under some name, a .social library. Most of thesis 
collections, it is true, are very small, containing less than a thousand volumes ; but there doubt- 
less are a great many, far more considerable in size, which have been unintentionally overlooked. 

3. College librarieSi (exclusive of students* libraries.) — Our colleges are mostly eleemosynary 
institutions. Their libraries are frequently the chance aggregations of the gifts of charity ; too 
many of them discarded, as well nigh worthless, from the shelves of the donors. This is not 
true of all our college libraries ; for among them are some very important collections, chosen 
with care and competent learning, purchased with economy, and guarded with prudence,— 
though ever available to those who wish to use them aright. 

4. Stvdenis'* libraries, in colleges, professional schdols, acsdemies, &c. — ^The societies formed 
by students in oar seminaries of leai-ning, foi: mutual improvement in debate and composition « 
for the most part possess libraries. These-are generally useful collections of books, of a pop- 
ular character. Sometimes (in Yale College particularly) they are large, well selected, and 
adrairabjy arranged and kept. Dust seldom gathers on the books in such collections. 

5. Ubrories of profeseional schools and incorporated academies. 

This class includes theological seminaries, law schools, medical colleges, and military 
academies, as well as high schools, generally termed in this country ** academies.*' The pro- 
fessional schools, several of them, possess the best special libraries in the country. These in- 
"Stitutions (particularly the theological) are so frequently connected with academies, that it was 
found most convenient to group them together. The notices in the body of this work will 
generally enable the reader to subdivide this class, as well as the other classes, if desired. 

6. Librariea of Learned Sdctcties, — ^scientific, literary and historical^ These libraries are most- 
ly composed of the Transactions of similar societies and of periodicals which contain thn 
current records of science and Ifitters. They have been mostly procured by donation and ex- 
change. Some of these collections are extensive and important. The historical societies are 
4oing great service in gathering and guarding the precious memorials of our early annals. 

7. PMic School Libraries. Several of the States have taken great interest in supplying every 
township and school district with a library. Other States have commenced such collections, 
and it is to be hoped that the^ may be greatly multiplied. They are not intended for pupils 
alone, but for all the population of the district or township to which they belong. They are 
composed of valuable booka, designed and adapted to commnnicate useful knowledge in a 
popular way, and to cultivate all the higher elements of character. They are in continual use , 
und it is impossible to overestimate their beneficial influence. 

Another class of libraries of which it has not been in my power to collect the statistics, com- 
prises Sunday School Libraries. The aggregate number of books which they contain is very 
great. These books, though mostly for juvenile readers, are always of a moral or religious 
tendency, and they have vast influence in forming the intellectual M well as the niorAl char- 
acter of the people. "^ igtzed Sy^^jUi:?^!^ 
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GENERAL SUMMARY. 



Whole number of libraries, exclusive of those of the public schools 694 

'Aggregate number of volumes - - • - -2,201,632 

Whole number of Libraries containing, each, 1 ,000 volumes, and 

upwards • - - - - - • 432 

Aggregate number of volumes in these Libraries - - 2,105,652 

Average size - - - • • - - 4,977 

Number of Libraries reported, containing less than 1,000 vol* 

umes, each - • - • • • 271 

Aggregate number of volumes in these Libraries - - 95,980 

^Number of Libraries containing 1,000 volumes and upwards, 

and less than 5,000 ..... 198 

Number of Libraries containing 5,000 volumes and upwards, 

and less than 10,000 - - - - - 175 

Number of Libraries containing 10,000 volumes and upwards, 

and less than 20,000 ..... 43 

Number of Libaries containing 20,000 volumes and upwards, . 

and less than 50,000 - ^ - - - 11 

There are but five Libraries containing, each, 50,000 voluroes 

and upwards, namely : - - - - - 6 

Harvard University — 

Public Library • - 56,000 

Law Library - - 14,000 

Theological Library - - 3,000 

Medical Library • - 1,200 

Students' Libraries - . 10,000 



84,200 

The Philadelphia Library, ("including the Loganian Library) 60,000 

Yale College- 
College Library • - 20,515 
Medical Library - - 900 
Law Library - - l,90(» 
Students' Libraries - - 27,166 



60,481 

The Library of Congress .... 60,000 

The Boston Athenaeum . , . - 50,000 



* In this statement, and in those which follow, the Libraries of societies of students and 
those of professional departments, are counted with the Libraries of the CoHeges or Semina- 
ries with which they arc connected. Digitized by kjkjk^jw ic 
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£rrc(um.— Page 35, line 1^8 from the top, for <* Williami College'* read WUliam and Mmrjf MUge. 
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